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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed territories 

occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only over limited 

territorial objectives of economic significance. The area of Tuz Khourmatu remains of significant concern 

however, with reports of Kurdish resistance groups being formed in order to protect the indigenous Kurdish 

population against alleged acts of violence against them by Shia militias.  Meanwhile, acts of low-level 

violence, intimidation and provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Diyala, Babel and Wasit.  

Baghdad and Erbil also remain in a ‘standoff’ over Baghdad’s demands for access to the border crossings with 

Turkey in northern Dohuk province.  While international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain 

entrenched in the political positions. 

  

 ISF have now liberated Rawah, IS’ last remaining territorial holding in Iraq along the Euphrates River Valley in 

Anbar province, and the group is also under pressure in Syria. These losses of territory will likely see IS revert 

back to their asymmetric warfare model of terrorist attacks, and we have already seen an uptick in retaliatory 

attacks by IS in Mosul, Tuz Khourmatu and Hawijah. This may also be a pre-cursor for high-profile attacks into 

Baghdad and the surrounding belts. However, these will likely be constrained by security footprint, particularly 

in Baghdad City, with attacks most likely to strike secondary or opportunistic targets in outlying districts 

(including checkpoints).  IS still retain a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and 

along the Syrian border area, however the final phase of the ISF operation to clear the Al-Jazeera desert 

triangle which straddles Nineveh, Anbar and Salah-al-Din provinces is underway and it is assessed that IS 

offensive capability in the region is now severely curtailed. Though recent IS suicide attack plans appear to be 

focusing on outlying areas, the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah are likely to be key targets for further high-profile 

attacks, as was seen on September 27. 

 

 A complex attack against Shia pilgrims in western Dhi Qar on September 14 exhibits IS retains intent and 

capability for substantial attacks in the southern provinces. The region remains assessed as non-permissive 

for IS to significantly escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathizers in the 

region remaining isolated. Other major attacks in the south so far this year include two SVBIED attacks in 

Basra province on May 19 and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel on June 9. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised and radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas of 

the country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. IS 

is almost certain to revert to a decentralized insurgency, conducting asymmetric attacks in permissive areas of 

the country, which will be complemented by more substantial complex attacks in areas of Anbar, Salah ad-Din, 

and Nineveh.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 
Widespread protests in the KR-I as tensions boil over  
In the Kurdistan region, widespread demonstrations throughout the KR-I have been seen this week as tensions 

over the financial state of Kurdistan boiled over. The civilian population launched widespread protests over 

austerity cuts and the non-payment of wages which have resulted from the parlous state of KR-I finances, which 

were exacerbated following the events that took place after the Kurdish independence referendum of September 

25. At least two people have died and 90 injured in the demonstrations so far. 

 

97% of land across Iraq and Syria cleared of Islamic State  
U.S.-backed Iraqi and Syrian forces have cleared IS from more than 97 percent of the land it once controlled 

across the two countries according to Army Col. Ryan Dillon, spokesman for the American-led Inherent Resolve 

coalition. 

 

Hashd al-Shaabi insist on remaining an “Independent” military force  
A number of militia groups within the Iranian-backed Hashd al-Shaabi (Popular Mobilisation Forces) are 

reportedly insisting on having a role in post-Islamic State Iraq despite international and local calls for the 

dissolution and the folding of the armed groups into the official Iraqi army and police apparatus. Three major 

Shia militias start initiative to disarm. 
 
 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 
 

Kurdistan Update  
In the Kurdistan region, widespread demonstrations throughout the KR-I have been seen this week as tensions 

over the financial state of Kurdistan boiled over. The civilian population launched widespread protests over 

austerity cuts and the non-payment of wages which have resulted from the parlous state of KR-I finances, which 

were exacerbated following the events that took place following the Kurdish independence referendum of 

September 25. At least two people have died and 90 injured in the demonstrations so far. 

 

The Kurdistan Teachers’ Council organized demonstrations and large scale sit-ins for teachers and other 

educational employees in a number of areas, which were intended to pressure the provincial government into 

improving conditions for citizens, for the federal government to provide salaries for teachers in the region, and 

for the KRG and GoI to resume dialogue. Thousands of teachers protested in Sulaymaniyah, Kalar, Ranya, 

Taqtaq, Chamchamal, Koya, Rawanduz, Halabja, Said Sadiq, and Qaladze. In Taq Taq, protesters blocked the 

main road between Erbil and Kirkuk with burning tires, and in Halabja protesters blocked the road between 

Halabja, Penjwen and Sulaymaniyah. Meanwhile, protesters in Sangasar stormed a police station and the 

building of the sub-district’s directorate. Security measures were also reportedly heightened near and around the 

KDP offices in Sulaymaniyah and Halabchah after reports of several attempts to set the buildings on fire by 

angry protestors. Dozens of individuals were subsequently arrested. Taha Mohammed, public health director in 

the town of Ranya in Sulaymaniyah province, said another 70 people had been injured – including 36 security 

personnel – in clashes between protesters and security forces.  

 

On 22 December, Rashad Gallali a senior member of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), Makhmour, told 

media that ISF had advanced to the village of Punjina and established a new security checkpoint. This is a key 

location according to Gallali, as it is on a link road between Kirkuk and Mosul, near the town of Sargarran 

(approximately 65km northwest of Kirkuk). The village sits on the edge of the area in dispute between 

autonomous Kurdistan and Federal Iraq. Previous reports indicated that elements from the CTS had moved from 

the K1 airbase north towards Makhmour, this was denied by the Iraqi Defence Ministry, claiming “no movement 

by the Federal army towards Peshmerga positions”. Meanwhile, anti-government protests against the Kurdish 

authorities continued yesterday (December 22) for the sixth successive day amid reports of mass arrests and 

increased security presence. Protesters in the town of Chamchamal, Sulaymaniyah governorate, blocked the 

main road linking Sulaymaniyah and Kirkuk with eye-witnesses reporting that security forces fired in the air in the 

market to disperse protesters. Similar protests were reported in the town of Raniya, which has seen some of the 

largest and most violent protests so far. Additionally, security forces arrested a large number of demonstration 

organizers and activists last night in Raniya. The report said that the security forces raided homes and arrested 

people, adding that according to unofficial figures as many as 250 people have been arrested. A large heavily-

armed force was also deployed in the town and was stationed near government offices, where protestors often 

gather. A demonstration organiser in Erbil, Hemin Mamand, told the Gorran-run KNN website today that the local 

government had rejected a request for a demonstration. He added that a large force has been deployed in the 

city to confront and suppress protests. 

 

PM Abadi condemns crackdown on KR-I protestors 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has called on KRG authorities to “respect the peaceful demonstrations” that 

have drawn angry crowds into the streets of Kurdish cities for a second day and said his government will not 

permit a crackdown on peaceful protests. “We will not stand idly by if citizens in Kurdistan are attacked – they 

are our citizens,” Abadi said, explaining that he rejects any measures that deny the protesters their 

“constitutional right to free speech and to peaceful protest”. He said that Iraqi authorities are in contact with their 

Kurdish counterparts over the matter. Abadi also stressed that there are no grounds for delaying Iraqi elections 

set to be held in May 2018 and that both the parliamentary and local provincial councils will be held on the same 
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date. Kurdistan Region Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani this week called for the Kurdistan Region to hold its 

parliamentary and presidential elections within three months. 

 

Iraq president urges Kurdish protesters to show restraint 

Iraq's President Fuad Masum has called on Kurdistan protesters "to exercise self-restraint, respect law, and not 

to damage government buildings and parties' headquarters". In a statement, Masum urged the Iraqi government 

to fulfil its financial commitments to the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), "pay the salaries of the 

Kurdistan civil servants and alleviate restrictions on the private banks in the region". "Normal life should be back 

to the people in Kurdistan Region, ban on flights to/from Erbil and Sulaymaniyah should be lifted, and all forms of 

tension should be ended," Masum said. Masum also hailed the announcement made by the federal government 

in Baghdad and the KRG that they would start dialogue to resolve the outstanding problems between them 

"based on the constitution and the Federal Court's verdicts" in early 2018. 

 
Two Iraqi Kurdish parties withdraw from regional government  
Two Iraqi Kurdish parties, the Change Movement (Gorran) and the Kurdistan Islamic Group (KIG), have 

announced their joint withdrawal from the broad-based regional government amid violent protests in the 

Kurdistan Region. According to the Change Movement website Sbay, Gorran has also given up the 

parliamentary speakership. The two parties announced their withdrawal from the Kurdistan Regional 

Government (KRG) after days of continuous meetings on the situation in the Kurdistan Region, which is 

experiencing a fourth day of protests - some violent and with reported fatalities. Announcing the move, the KIG's 

Payam TV said that the two parties had made a joint decision to withdraw their ministers. The KIG held the 

Agriculture Ministry, while Gorran held four ministries: Peshmerga, finance, trade and religious affairs, as well as 

the Speaker of parliament. 

 

Hashd al-Shaabi insist on remaining an “Independent” military force in Iraq despite opposition 

A number of militia groups within the Iranian-backed Hashd al-Shaabi (Popular Mobilisation Forces) are 

reportedly insisting on having a role in post-Islamic State Iraq despite international and local calls for the 

dissolution and the folding of the armed groups into the official Iraqi army and police apparatus. Hassan Salim, 

Head of the al-Sadiqoun group, an Iraqi parliamentary bloc affiliated to the Iranian-backed Asaib Ahl al-Haq 

militia, which is part of the PMF, has rejected demands to dismantle the Hashd al-Shaabi and to integrate its 

factions into the official Iraqi security forces’ structure. Speaking to local Iraqi media, Salim said that the 

existence of the Hashd al-Shaabi as an independent national military force was “essential” to withstand threats 

on Iraqi soil. He argued that it was evident that many security commanders were corrupt, former Baathists, and 

affiliated to IS, and that there are commanders “who do not want stability in the country”. The Deputy 

Commander of the Hashd al-Shaabi, Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, affirmed that the Shia militia collective “insists” on 

preserving this force [the Hashd al-Shaabi] to “eradicate and fight terror” in Iraq, and counter any international 

threats. Muhandis added that the role of the Hashd al-Shaabi is complementary to the Iraqi army, claiming the 

PMF could not oppose the Iraqi security apparatus, but nor could “they [the army] fight without us.”  

Security 
 
Iraqi FM: Coalition presence in Iraq will end after IS sleeper cells eliminated  
Iraqi Foreign Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari has stated that his country was against the permanent presence of US-

led anti-Islamic State coalition forces in Iraq. According to Jaafari, the US-led coalition had no plans on 

establishing permanent bases in Iraq, noting the current presence of coalition forces was on the condition they 

respect the country’s sovereignty. “The global coalition will not have any permanent bases in Iraq”, Jaafari told 

press, adding their role would end “when IS sleeper cells were eliminated across the country”.  

 
IS claims low-profile attacks in Mosul  
IS has been claiming low-profile attacks in and around Mosul city in northern Iraq, in what appears to be an 

attempt to prove it could still reach areas from which it had been expelled. The latest attack claims follow a 

lengthy lull in IS activity in Mosul, which was recaptured from the group in July. On December 17, IS released a 

statement from its self-styled "Dijla [Tigris] Province", which covers areas to the south of Mosul. It said that 13 
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members of the government-allied Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) were killed and injured in "a series of IED 

blasts in al-Arij area near Hammam al-Alil" on December 15. Last week the group claimed two separate attacks 

inside Mosul city. It said IS militants killed two "spies" for the Iraqi army in al-Intisar neighbourhood in western 

Mosul on December 11, and killed three "apostates" in an IED attack in eastern Mosul on December 8. The 

claims were made via IS's official channels on the messaging app Telegram. 

 
97% of land across Iraq and Syria cleared of Islamic State  
U.S.-backed Iraqi and Syrian forces have cleared IS from more than 97 percent of the land it once controlled 

across the two countries according to Army Col. Ryan Dillon, spokesman for the American-led Inherent Resolve 

coalition. However Dillon cautioned that the insurgent group still poses a security threat in both nations. "There is 

still work to do", Dillon said, "When they are defeated, we have to make sure they cannot come back". He 

declined to say when IS would be expelled from the final portions of territory it holds in Syria, vowing America 

would back its partner forces in Iraq and Syria until IS is removed and its remnants "hunted down". Less than 

3,000 IS fighters remain in Syria and Iraq, with the vast majority confined to small chunks of land south of Raqqa 

in eastern Syria, the collation said. 

 
PMF reinforce ISF positions on border with Syria  
Iraqi Shia paramilitary groups have been deployed to the Syrian border to reinforce border guards who have 

faced fire from within Syria over the last three days, one of their commanders said yesterday (December 22). 

There was no immediate word on who opened fire from Syrian territory, but forces against IS in Iraq and Syria 

expect the group will resort to guerrilla warfare after losing its urban bastions earlier this year. "After several Iraqi 

border guard positions came under attack by missiles, and backup from security forces was late, the 13th 

Brigade of the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) was deployed and targeted the origins of the launch", PMF 

commander for west Anbar, Qassem Mesleh, said in a statement. "Operations command and the infantry 

brigade are now present on the Iraqi-Syrian frontline with border guards ready to repel any attack or movement 

by the enemy," Mesleh said. "This area is not within the PMF's remit but it is our duty to back up all security 

forces". An Iraqi military spokesman confirmed the deployment. Brigadier General Yahya Rasool told Reuters it 

was temporary and "very normal" because it was the PMF's duty to back up government forces. 

 
Iraqi forces advance to strategic area on Kirkuk-Mosul road  
The Iraqi army has stationed forces at a strategic location linking Mosul and Kirkuk, a Kurdish official has said. 

The head of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) branch in Makhmour, Rashad Gallali, told the press that on 

the morning of December 22 a new Iraqi army force had entered the village of Punjina in the administrative sub-

district of Qaraj where it set up a checkpoint. Explaining the importance of the move, he said that this was the 

first time the army had advanced thus far, seven kilometres further away from its previous position. He added 

that the said road stretches from the small towns of Dibis to Sargarran to Qaraj, linking Kirkuk with Mosul and Al-

Qayyarah. The official said the village was located between Sargarran and Qaraj. Sargarran lies approximately 

65km northwest of Kikruk and 105km southeast of Mosul. The above mentioned area is on the edge of the areas 

between the semi-autonomous Kurdistan Region and the territories controlled by the federal government. It is 

home to a number of oil fields, some of which are under the control of the Kurdistan Region, which earlier this 

week warned of large army deployment near Makhmour. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
In the Kurdistan region, in addition to the widespread protests that have taken place during the reporting period, 

tension has risen demonstrably in the disputed areas in south east Erbil province. On December 13, it was 

reported that the Iraqi army reinforced the lines of contact between Peshmerga and Iraqi forces near the 

disputed areas in south eastern Erbil province, with the Kurdish Peshmerga saying that it would “respond to any 

aggression”. Unconfirmed reports indicated that the Iraqi army had sent the 1st and 2nd regiments from the 

Rapid Response Forces to the area of Nasr, Gwezat, Tel Shaeer and Sultan Abdullah southwest of Erbil. It was 

further stated that the Iraqi army has replaced the previous brigade in Makhmour with Brigades 12 and 9 of the 

3rd Division IA. Kurdish MPs from the Iraqi Parliament expressed warnings on December 17 that Makhmour 

residents feared a fresh military standoff would erupt between the Iraqi and Kurdish forces in the area and on 

December 18, the Kurdish Region Security Council (KRSC) issued a statement saying that that they were 

alarmed at the build-up of ISF near Makhmour and that they believed this was in preparation for an attack. The 

statement went on to say that Peshmerga forces had withdrawn from Makhmour in October in order to avoid 

military clashes with the Iraqi Army, however it believed that ISF were now preparing for an attack on the Gwer-

Dibege-Dibis road connecting Mosul to Kirkuk. 
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To the west, in Nineveh province, we have continued to see IS launch limited probing attacks in order to test ISF 

strengths in the province. One relatively large scale attack on ISF positions took place on December 16 when IS 

said it had taken control of three Iraqi army positions near the borders with Syria. IS's al-Barakah Province (al-

Hasaka, in northeast Syria) issued a statement saying that the group's militants had launched an attack against 

Iraqi army posts along the Syrian-Iraqi borders in the Tal Safuk area, resulting in the death of seven forces, the 

control of three army posts and the torching of three others. IS had reportedly taken advantage of the poor 

weather conditions and low temperatures to carry out their attack, the duration of which lasted for four hours. 

According to the statement, IS militants also destroyed a troop carrier, damaged two others and seized light 

weapons and ammunition. The claim was also carried by IS's news outlet Amaq, which reported that those killed 

were members of Iraq's Shia-led Popular Mobilisation Forces. 

 

The situation in Salah-al-Din province has once again been dominated by inter-ethnic tensions in the town of Tuz 

Khourmatu to the north east of the province. Sporadic mortar attacks have continued to be launched into 

Turkmen and Shia Arab areas of the town by Kurdish separatists thought to be called the “White Flags”. Conflict 

also appears to be evident within PMF units in the town. A local government source reported that a number of 

Asaib Ahl al-Haq Hashd al-Shaabi fighters clashed with Turkmen Hashd al-Shaabi fighters due to a dispute near 

the Mayor’s Office building in Tuz Khourmatu, with one killed and four wounded on December 21. Alternative 

accounts indicate ISF engaged Hashd al-Shaabi personnel after they destroyed a petrol station near the Mayor’s 

Office, with three Hashd al-Shaabi casualties reported 

 

In Kirkuk province, the situation remains unstable. Unidentified gunmen reportedly opened fire on an office 

belonging to the Iraq Turkmen Front Party in the Musalla neighbourhood in central Kirkuk city. No casualties 

were reported although several Kurdish suspects were subsequently arrested. It was also reported that a mortar 

round landed in central Kirkuk city near the Al-Tabaqchali bridge, targeting a static CTS patrol, without causing 

casualties. A passing CTS patrol was also reportedly targeted by an RPG near the cemetery of the Musalla area 

of Kirkuk city. Again, no casualties were reported. 

 

Finally, in Diyala province, ISF, Sunni tribal militia and PMF supported by helicopters launched a large-scale 

three-pronged clearance operation in the Mutaibijah region near the Salah-al-Din provincial boundary. Five IS 

militants were reportedly killed in an airstrike on the outskirts of Al-Mayitah Valley, on the border with the Salah 

ad Din Governorate during the operation. Additionally, Abd al-Khaliq al-'Izzawi, a member of the security 

committee of the Diyala Governorate Council, said a "large-scale deployment operation" by the PMF and the 5th 

Army Division, was launched in order to negate freedom of movement for IS and to negate their ability to enter 

Diyala province. The Mutaibijah operation was declared completed on December 19, with the head of the Tigris 

Operations Command, General Mezher al-Azzawi saying that the security forces achieved their goal of complete 

control of the borders between the two provinces and the clearance of IS cells in the area. He added, "Daesh 

organization had received a heavy blow and was broken in the process of cleansing Mutaibijah after losing most 

of its prominent leaders and the destruction of its main hideouts, which were used as headquarters to implement 

its terrorist plans". He also said that ISF would now implement a “new strategic plan” to maintain security in the 

area. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Activity in Anbar province has been largely limited to continuing clearance operations by ISF. However, on 

December 17, Iraqi airstrikes reportedly targeted and killed 17 IS militants hidden inside an under-ground tunnel 

complex in Wadi Al-Qadhif, west of Ramadi. Meanwhile, the head of Anbar Council, Ahmed al-Alwani stated to 

press that the Iraqi-Syrian borders have now been totally secured by the Iraqi Army. “The security situation in 

Anbar province is reassuring; high-level coordination is underway among security bodies in Anbar to maintain 

the province’s security and reopen state institutions there as soon as possible”, he added. We have also 

witnessed continued IS harassing attacks against ISF units in the border area with Syria. IS militants from “inside 

the Syrian territories” fired a heat-seeking missile which reportedly destroyed an ISF vehicle in Al-Qaim in 

western Anbar on December 20, injuring three security members. Meanwhile, Hashd al-Shaabi (PMU) West-

Anbar Front Commander, Qasim Muslih, stated that Hashd al-Shaabi forces were securing Highway 1, which 

stretches from Ramadi towards the Jordanian and Syrian borders, and that they would not allow the presence of 

any US security company in the region. ISF also killed five IS members and destroyed a VBIED following an 

attempt by the insurgents to launch an attack on a security checkpoint in the border area with Syria in western 

Anbar on December 21. PMF successfully repelled the attack after a firefight which lasted for two hours. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Activity in both Baghdad City and the surrounding area has been subdued this week, with most events 

conforming to routine patterns. Two IEDs detonated in the city area this week, one detonation in the northern 

belt, one in the west and one in the south respectively. 

 

In the northern belts a curfew was imposed in Tarmiyah District as ISF launched counter terrorist clearance 

operations in the area. Baghdad Operations Commander Major General Jalil al-Rubaie, stated that a number of 

IS sleeper cells had been identified and arrested in the successful operation. On December 20, an IED 

detonated near a local market in Falahat village of Tarmiyah district, north of Baghdad, killing one person and 

wounding three others. 

 

In Baghdad city, a real estate auctioneer was seriously injured by a UVIED affixed to his vehicle in the Bakiryah 

area of Mansour District in in western Baghdad city on December 18. Low-scale attacks continued in the city, 

including in Arab Jibour where a PMU fighter was killed, and two others were wounded by a roadside IED near 

Doura, East Rashid District, southern Baghdad City and four people were wounded by an IED in a popular 

market in the Suweib area in the south west of Baghdad City on December 22. 

 

In the southern belts, two people were killed and three others wounded in tribal clashes that erupted in Al-

Wahda, south of Baghdad and a security member of the Sunni Tribal Militia was injured by a UVIED affixed to 

his vehicle in Latifiyah, south of Baghdad city. 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

December 23, 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [13]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In Babel province this week, ISF EOD disarmed an IED emplaced near a petrol station in Bab Al-Mashhad area 

in central Hillah city, without incident. In Karbala, a member of the Sadrist militia Saraya Al-Salam (Peace 

Brigades) was reportedly killed by ISF during an exchange of gunfire in a raid on a house in Al-Ghadeer 

neighbourhood of Karbala city. (NFDK) 

 

In Wasit, dozens of people reportedly demonstrated in Al-Dubouni, north of Kut, rejecting the privatization of 

electricity. Highway 6 was reportedly blocked for a period of time.  

 

In Muthanna province, Muthanna Higher Security Committee head and Muthanna Governor Falih al-Zayadi, 

warned that the deserts of Muthanna are conducive to terrorist facilitation efforts and intelligence has indicated 

that IS is able to manoeuvre between Anbar and Muthanna with little interdiction 

In Dhi Qar province, tribal clashes have again erupted in Garraf district, north of Nasiriyah, due to an argument 

that escalated into a fight leaving one man fatally injured. ISF have imposed a curfew in the area. It was also 

reported that two narcotics trafficking gangs were arrested in two separate operations in Dhi Qar province. 

 

Protests have occurred in a number of areas throughout Basra province during the week. Anti-electricity power 

supply privatization protests occurred in the Qurna and Medina areas in north Basra rejecting the privatization of 

electricity and demanding jobs for graduates. ISF EOD reportedly disarmed a low-yield IED emplaced near a 

civilian house in Yassin Khuraibet area of Basra city, without incident and a IED was found in front of a house in 
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Yassin Khreibat. Basra ISF EOD later stated that the device had a safety fuse and was filled with a yellow 

powder. The target for this attack was noted as a government worker. 

 

Tribal fighting has once again been evident in the region this week. One person was killed and another wounded 

in tribal clashes which broke out in the Qibal area of Basra city, due to a personal dispute and tribal fighting in al 

Qurna, northern Basra Province, resulted in the death of a passing civilian and the wounding of another. The 

cause of the incident was described as a personal dispute between two families. It was also reported that two 

bursts of automatic gunfire were heard in the Al-Zubayr oilfield area. It was believed that an incident took place 

at the Al Feyha MOI CP on route Heart, where an altercation occurred between a policemen and a tribal member 

which resulted in shots being fired. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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