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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed territories 

occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only over limited 

territorial objectives of economic significance. The area of Tuz Khourmatu remains of significant concern 

however, with reports of Kurdish resistance groups being formed in order to protect the indigenous Kurdish 

population against alleged acts of violence against them by Shia militias.  Meanwhile, acts of low-level 

violence, intimidation and provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Diyala, Babil and Wasit, 

Baghdad and Erbil also remain in a ‘standoff’ over Baghdad’s demands for access to the border crossings with 

Turkey in northern Dohuk province.  While international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain 

entrenched in the political positions. 

  

 ISF have now liberated Rawah, IS’ last remaining territorial holding in Iraq along the Euphrates River Valley in 

Anbar province, and the group is also under pressure in Syria. These losses of territory will likely see IS revert 

back to their asymmetric warfare model of terrorist attacks, and we have already seen an uptick in retaliatory 

attacks by IS in Mosul, Tuz Khourmatu and Hawijah. This may also be a pre-cursor for high-profile attacks into 

Baghdad and the surrounding belts. However, these will likely be constrained by security footprint, particularly 

in Baghdad City, with attacks most likely to strike secondary or opportunistic targets in outlying districts 

(including checkpoints). Despite a current ISF push to clear the areas, IS still retain a degree of freedom of 

movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along the Syrian border area. Though recent IS suicide attack 

plans appear to be focusing on outlying areas, the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah are likely to be key targets for 

further high-profile attacks, as was seen on September 27. 

 

 A complex attack against Shia pilgrims in western Dhi Qar on September 14 exhibits IS retains intent and 

capability for substantial attacks in the southern provinces. The region remains assessed as non-permissive 

for IS to significantly escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant sympathizers in the 

region remaining isolated. Other major attacks in the south so far this year include two SVBIED attacks in 

Basra province on May 19 and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babil on June 9. 

Medium to long term outlook  

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised and radical tribes in Sunni dominated areas of 

the country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni tribes and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

Limited reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. IS 

is almost certain to revert to a decentralized insurgency, conducting asymmetric attacks in permissive areas of 

the country, which will be complemented by more substantial complex attacks in areas of Anbar, Salah ad-Din, 

and Nineveh.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general.  This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north.  Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Baghdad, Erbil hold low-level, but rare, meetings 

There have been a number of meetings between Kurdistan Region and federal officials and more are planned 

for the near future, according to the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)-affiliated Rudaw website on December 

27.  The meetings, albeit low-level, are the first since tensions flared up between the two in the wake of the 

Kurdish independence referendum in September, which Baghdad strongly opposed. The federal government 

responded by taking over disputed areas and imposing other measures to extend federal control.   

Iraq's electoral body ratifies 146 parties for coming polls 

Iraq's electoral commission has announced the endorsement of a total of 146 parties that will run for the 

upcoming parliamentary election in May 2018.  "The Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) is 

determined to hold the elections as scheduled on May 12, 2018", IHEC's spokesman Karim al-Tamimi said in a 

statement on December 24.  The spokesman added that the parties could start forming coalitions as of 

December 27 until January 7, 2018.  Tamimi warned the parties against the use of any designations related to 

security forces or the government-sponsored Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) in the coming elections. 

 
 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 
 
Iraqi President invites Erbil, Baghdad, UN Envoy to meet 
Iraqi President Fuad Masum has sent letters to Erbil, Baghdad and UN to immediately convene for a discussion 

of growing tensions between the Kurdistan Region and Iraqi government.  Masum’s advisor Sherwan Wa’ili said 

on December 23 that official letters have already been delivered to KRG Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani and 

his Iraqi counterpart Haider al-Abadi.  He also noted that the UN will not be supervising the meetings, but rather 

providing technical assistance.  Meanwhile, Iraqi Vice President Nouri al-Maliki stated that the federal 

government has to help the Kurdistan Region to solve the problems it is facing including the ongoing financial 

crisis before “it is too late”.   

 
Iraq's electoral body ratifies 146 parties for coming polls 

Iraq's electoral commission has announced the endorsement of a total of 146 parties that will run for the 

upcoming parliamentary election in May 2018.  "The Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) is 

determined to hold the elections as scheduled on May 12, 2018", IHEC's spokesman Karim al-Tamimi said in a 

statement on December 24.  The spokesman added that the parties could start forming coalitions as of 

December 27 until January 7, 2018.  Tamimi warned the parties against the use of any designations related to 

security forces or the government-sponsored Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) in the coming elections.   

 

Iraq PM faces pressures to postpone parliamentary polls 

Iraq’s Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi is reportedly facing internal and external pressures to postpone the 

upcoming parliamentary election, slated for mid-May 2018 according to press reports.  Major political blocs, such 

as the ruling Shia-led State of Law and the Sunni-dominant Iraqi Forces Coalition (IFC), in addition to the two 

main Kurdish parties Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), support a 

postponement of elections to at least six months, a source told London-based Al-Hayat daily newspaper on 

December 25.    

 
Baghdad lists 13 preconditions for talks with Kurds 

Iraq's central government has set out 13 conditions for the Kurdistan region to meet before “real” negotiations 

can begin to resolve a crisis triggered by a Kurdish independence referendum.  “The central government is 

serious about solving the issues between Erbil and Baghdad, but the latter has to fulfil its constitutional 

obligations,” said Saad Al Hadithi, spokesman for the Iraqi prime minister.  They include a demand that the KRG 

issue a handwritten note annulling the result of the referendum. The Kurdish government has said it respected a 

ruling by Iraq's federal court that the referendum was illegal, but has not formally renounced it.  The central 

government is also asking Erbil to guarantee that it will not seek independence in future.  The Kurds must also 

hand over control of all border crossings in Kurdish territory, including Faysh Khabur and Ibrahim Khalil on the 

border with Turkey, as well as of the airports in Erbil and Sulaimaniyah. 

 
Abadi says Iraqi elections to be held as scheduled on May 12, 2018 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has said elections will be held as scheduled following calls by some key 

political parties to postpone the polls.  "The Iraqi government abides by constitutional commitments regarding 

holding the elections as scheduled, at least 45 days before the end of the session of the House of 

Representatives, in accordance with the constitution," Abadi said in his weekly press conference on December 

26.  He noted the government decided to hold both parliamentary and provincial councils on 12 May 2018.   

 
Iraqi Kurdish parliament Speaker resigns 

Kurdistan Region parliament Speaker Yousuf Muhammad announced his resignation at a news conference on 

December 26.  Addressing reporters in Sulaymaniyah, Muhammad (a Gorran official) described as "a coup" the 

ruling Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)'s security move barring him from entering Erbil since October 2015.  

The measure led to the closure of parliament until September 2017, and Muhammad has not been able to chair 
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a meeting since October 2015.  The parliament resumed meetings from September, initially to approve the 

decision to hold the Kurdish statehood referendum.  All sessions since September have been chaired by deputy 

Speaker Jaafar Iminiki (a KDP official).   

 
Baghdad, Erbil hold low-level, but rare, meetings 

There have been a number of meetings between Kurdistan Region and federal officials and more are planned 

for the near future, according to the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)-affiliated Rudaw website on December 

27.  The meetings, albeit low-level, are the first since tensions flared up between the two in the wake of the 

Kurdish independence referendum in September, which Baghdad strongly opposed. The federal government 

responded by taking over disputed areas and imposing other measures to extend federal control.   

 
Iraq approves 58 new political parties 

Iraq’s Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) has approved the establishment of 58 new political parties 

according to reports.  The IHEC’s head of the board of commissioners stated that the new parties were approved 

after they completed all legal procedures in accordance with the Political Parties Law no 36 for 2015.  There are 

215 political parties in Iraq, including the 58, eligible to take part in the upcoming parliamentary election slated 

for May 2018. 

 
KRG and Electoral Commission Agree on Date for Elections 

The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) met with the Kurdistan High Independent Commission for Elections 

(IHEC) yesterday (December 28) to discuss the holding of general elections in the Kurdistan Region.  In the 

meeting between KRG and the electoral commission, both sides have reached an agreement on the date of the 

presidential and parliamentary elections in the Kurdistan Region.  The sides have agreed that the elections 

should be held on a day in the first half of April 2018.  The commission has requested the government to provide 

15 - 17 million dollars for holding the elections.  KRG Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani is expected to visit the 

Kurdistan Region parliament next week to set an exact date for the upcoming elections of the Kurdistan Region.  

Barzani sent an official letter to the parliament earlier this month, asking the parliament’s presidency to set a 

date for holding the elections within the next three months.  The Kurdistan Region parliament decided in October 

to postpone the elections which were slated to take place on November 1. The postponement was due to the 

latest events in the region, particularly the takeover of Kurdistan’s disputed territories by ISF on October 16. 

 

Kurdish PM welcomes Iraq vice president's call for talks 

Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) PM Nechirvan Barzani has expressed appreciation for comments by 

Vice-President Nouri Al-Maliki on a solution to issues between Baghdad and Erbil, while challenging PM Haider 

Al-Abadi on punitive measures against the KRG that followed the Kurdish independence referendum in 

September.  Barzani was speaking at a press conference on 28 December, reported by Kurdistan Democratic 

Party (KDP)-affiliated website Rudaw. He also spoke about relations with Baghdad, the threat of Arabization and 

recent protests.   

Security 
 
Iraqi PM warns against 'negligence' after victory over IS 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has warned against "any negligence that could allow terrorism to infiltrate 

the country" after achieving victory over the Islamic State group.  Addressing the general conference of the 

national security on December 23, Abadi noted that the government's coming mission is reinstating stability in 

the areas recaptured from IS, "which requires well-planned security and intelligence efforts".  According to the 

prime minister's official website, Abadi also hailed the role played by the national security service in the fight 

against IS, stressing the importance of using modern technology to outdo that of the group. The prime minister 

further reiterated the necessity to fight nepotism in security bodies as well as corruption which he deemed "the 

cause that led IS to enter Iraq".   
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Less Than 1,000 ISIS fighters Remain in Iraq and Syria, Coalition Says 

Fewer than 1,000 Islamic State fighters remain in Iraq and Syria, the United States-led international coalition 

said on December 27, a third of the estimated figure only three weeks ago.  “Due to the commitment of the 

Coalition and the demonstrated competence of our partners in Iraq and Syria, there are estimated to be less 

than 1,000 ISIS terrorists in our combined joint area of operations, most of who are being hunted down in the 

desert regions in eastern Syria and Western Iraq,” the US-led coalition told Reuters in a statement. The figure 

excludes areas in western Syria under the control of President Bashar al-Assad’s government and his allies.  

Assad’s main ally Russia also said that the main battle with Islamic State in Syria was over. Russian Foreign 

Minister Sergei Lavrov said the key task in Syria was now destroying another Islamist group, the Nusra Front.   

 
Unconfirmed reports of a new Kurdish armed group in Kirkuk 
More than two months after the central government in Baghdad extended its influence over Kirkuk and its 

environs and ended Kurdish control of the city, the situation has become more unstable.  In this context, local 

Kurdish police officials, who were recently relieved of their posts by Baghdad and reportedly replaced by Arab 

and Turkmen officers, told press of the existence of a Kurdish ethnic group calling itself the “Kirkuk Guard”.  The 

grouping is actively resisting “Iraqi federal occupation” of the city and believes control must be returned to Erbil.  

One of the leaders of the Barzangi tribe in Kirkuk, FNU Al-Wajih, told the "New Arab" press outlet that "the 

Guards of Kirkuk”, are young Kurds nationalists and communists and are agreed on the one goal of returning 

Kirkuk to KRG control rather than any religious motivation.   

 
Iraqi forces, Peshmerga agree on Diyala positions 

Iraqi forces and the Peshmerga have reached an agreement under which the latter will be able to remain in their 

positions in Jalawla, Diyala governorate, according to press reports.  Military control of most of the disputed 

areas was regained by federal forces from the Peshmerga in mid-October. The status of Jalawla, among other 

areas, has until now been unresolved.  The army had initially demanded that the Peshmerga retreat to their 2003 

positions in the area, however, if Iraqi forces were to advance to the pre-2003 borders, a number of Kurdish 

villages in the area would fall under federal control.   

 

IS says it still controls areas in Iraq, explains new tactics 

Islamic State (IS) has said it still controls areas in Diyala province in addition to al-Mutaybiga, which borders 

Diyala and Salah-al-Din provinces. IS's announcement came in the group's weekly Arabic newspaper al-Naba, 

which also explained the group's new fighting tactics in Iraq.  The article also stated that the Iraqi government 

had been too quick to declare IS's defeat in Iraq and decried all statements about the group's defeat as 

"fabrications".  The one-page al-Naba article noted that IS "security operations" were on the increase in Diyala, 

Kirkuk and Mosul, but singled out Diyala as an area where "it was obvious that IS soldiers had regained control 

of the situation". The report quoted the group's security source as challenging the commanders of the anti-IS 

operations to live in the province, noting that IS's flag was raised in the centre of al-Nada area for three days with 

no one daring to approach it.    

 

US DefSec Mattis comments on continued fight against IS 

The destruction of the Islamic State physical caliphate will change the way the coalition will go after the terror 

group, US Secretary of Defence James Mattis stated on December 29.  Mattis added that some IS terrorists 

escaped the encirclement of Raqqa in Syria and the border areas with Iraq and that operations continued to 

“crush the life out of the caliphate”.  Mattis also stresses that the battle against IS was not over. While the group 

has been shattered, its survivors are looking for ways and places to reconstitute, he added.  In Iraq, the coalition 

will continue to work with the Iraqi government to train troops and police and develop the intelligence needed to 

find and take down terrorists trying to launch attacks.  Looking to 2018, Mattis stated that IS will remain a ‘brand’ 

for terrorists.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
 

In the Kurdistan region, the Kurdish security and intelligence unit Assayish reported arresting an alleged IS 

militant in an operation near Qarachugkh Mountains in Makhmour district on December 25.  Belated reporting 

indicated that three demonstrators were wounded while being forcibly dispersed by security forces during a 

demonstration in Ranya, Sulaymaniyah province on December 24. Industrial strikes by workers continued to be 

reported in many areas of the province; 15 individuals were also reportedly arrested on suspicion of involvement 

in acts of vandalism against public buildings during last week’s province-wide demonstrations.  Separately, it was 

reported that on the evening of December 24, gunmen traveling in three vehicles reportedly opened fire on the 

house of Brigadier Jamal Anwar on the Kirkuk-Sulaymaniyah Road in Chamchamal, resulting in material damage 

to the property.  Turkish warplanes were reported to have bombed the village of Baze near the town of Amedi in 

Dohuk province on December 25.  

 

In Nineveh province, Seven IS militants were killed and one ISF member was wounded in a pre-emptive security 

operation carried out in Nimrud, east of Mosul on December 23. Twenty bodies were also reportedly recovered 

from three mass graves in Ehliha village of Hmaidat sub-district, west of Mosul.  A US-led Coalition airstrike 

targeted an IS tactical unit in an area of the Ba’aj District on December 25. ISF also reported multiple counter-
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terror arrests area and the killing of six militants in the Hammam al-Alil area.  A cache of munitions and 

explosives containing 306 mortars (120 mm), 137 mortars (81 mm) and two explosive belts were recovered in a 

search operation carried out in Hassan Kawi region of Tal Afar district.  IS militants reportedly killed four 

policemen in an armed attack in the Al-Yaarabiya region in western Nineveh on December 26. A senior figure in 

the PMU (NFDK) along with two of his body guards were killed in a SAF attack in the Abu Jaradi area, southwest 

of Mosul on December 27.  ISF reportedly implemented heightened security measures and launched a cordon 

and raid operation in the Sumer and Domiz neighbourhoods in eastern Mosul city on December 29, in order to 

search for suspected IS militants.   

 

In Salah-al-Din province, four paramilitary Sunni tribal fighters were killed and a fifth wounded in an attack by 

gunmen in Iraq's central province of Salah-al-Din.  The attack occurred at dawn on December 23 when 

unidentified gunmen opened fire on the fighters at an outpost near the main road, some 30 km south of the 

provincial capital city Tikrit. On December 25, four PMU members from the 9th Brigade were killed and six others 

injured in an overnight attack by IS insurgents in the province.  On December 26 launched an operation to clear 

the Hamrin Mountains region from IS militants.  The ISF, backed by helicopter gunships, reportedly succeeded in 

clearing large areas of the mountain range and seized a number of IS hideouts containing weapons, ammunition 

and military equipment.   

 

Separately, an IS leader was killed in a pre-emptive security operation carried out by a force from the 88th 

brigade of al-Hashd al-Shaabi (PMU) in the Makhoul Mountains region in Salah-Al-Din province.  Additionally, 

tensions between armed groups in Tuz Khourmatu reignited on December 25 when Turkmen militiamen were 

reportedly stopped from entering a Kurdish neighbourhood.  No violence was reported however.  A major find 

was reported on December 28 in Tikrit.  The Interior Ministry announced that ISF had recovered 70 explosive 

belts and 45 IEDs just northwest of Tikrit.  

 

A busy reporting period in Kirkuk province; Counter Terrorist Service (CTS) Major General Maan al-Saadi, 

reported that his forces had launched a week-long offensive to enhance security and provide protection to 

people and infrastructure in Kirkuk city during Christmas and New Year celebrations.  It was further reported that 

four people, including a senior tribesman and a police department chief, were killed in two armed attacks, 

southwest of Kirkuk. Six tribal fighters were also reportedly killed in confrontations with Islamic State militants in 

the west of Kirkuk.   

 

On December 26, Maj Gen Ali Fadhil Omran, commander of Kirkuk operations, stated that three IS militants 

were killed in clashes near the village of Saadiya.  Another three militants were killed by Hashd al-Shaabi forces 

in Bashir, south of Kirkuk.  On December 27, an unidentified gunman who was a purported police informant 

killed two ISF intelligence members in a close-quarter shooting in the Kurdish-dominated neighbourhood of 

Shoraw in northern Kirkuk city.   Elsewhere two soldiers, including an officer, were killed when an IED planted by 

IS militants on a roadside in the village of Gaida in Daquq district, south of Kirkuk exploded.  Four IS militants 

were reportedly killed and one vehicle destroyed in an ambush laid by PMU near Amerli, south of Kirkuk on 

December 28.   

 

In Diyala, a cache of munitions containing multiple anti-tank mines was found and seized in an operation in 

Aseod village of Muqdadiyah, northeast of Baqubah on December 25. Additionally, six mortars and three anti-

tank mines were seized in a search operation in the Al-Salam area of Khalis, north of Baqubah. Two Islamic 

State militants were also arrested on December 24 in the Kanaan area in central Diyala.  Two IEDs planted on a 

dirt road were found and cleared by ISF EOD in the Nida region of Mandali district, east of Baqubah on 

December 29.  Additionally, an IED planted on an agricultural road in Bazool village in Muqdadiyah detonated, 

injuring a farmer. ISF EOD also defused a second IED close by without incident.  A senior security source has 

stated that the IS “Emir of Diyala” was killed along with two other members during an airstrike in the valley of 

Thalab, approximately 85kms north east of Baquba.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

A relatively quiet reporting in Anbar province; a coalition airstrike killed eight IS militants near the town of Hit on 

December 23.  ISF EOD found and cleared a VBIED in Qaim in western Anbar province and a security member 

of the Sunni Tribal Militia shot dead his colleague in Al-Baghdadi, west of Ramadi, for an unspecified reason, 

before surrendering himself to the local authorities.  The commander of Anbar Police, Major General Hadi Rizig 

Kassar, stated that security forces manning the Al-Halabsah main security checkpoint, east of Ramadi, seized a 

bomb-laden vehicle seized and arrested its driver.  ISF reportedly seized a large cache of munitions and 

explosives in an operation in the Albu Farraj area of Jazirat al-Ramadi region on December 26.  Security forces 

also launched search and raid operations on the Baiji-Haditha road in order to locate IS members suspected of 

targeting security forces and civilians from nearby desert areas.  

 

Three suspected IS members were arrested at an IDP camp in the 18-Kilo region, west of Ramadi and a cache 

of munitions and explosives containing 23 IEDs, 28 mortars, 14 rockets and 3 anti-tank mines were found and 

seized in an operation in Fallujah.  PMU forces reportedly repulsed an attack by IS on the border between Iraq 

and Syria, the PMU media service said in a statement on December 28.  Separately, four suspected IS militants 

were also arrested at a security checkpoint in Rutbah, west of Ramadi.  On December 29, the commander of the 

1st Regiment of the PMU, Colonel Hamid al-Dulaimi, stated that his forces had dismantled nine booby-trapped 

houses and neutralized dozens of improvised explosive devices in a raid and search west of the city of Ramadi.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

. 

Baghdad province has seen a slight uptick in incidents over the reporting period. To the north of the city, 

unidentified gunmen attacked an Iraqi army patrol in the Tarmiyah district north of Baghdad on December 25.  

To the north of the city, a number of caches were found and seized within the northern Baghdad Belt, including a 

relatively significant find north of the city in Tal Tasa.  The cache contained weapons and explosive materials.  

 

Within the city area, three wanted individuals were arrested on terrorism charges at a security checkpoint in Taji, 

north of Baghdad City on December 23.  ISF reported two counter-terror arrests in Rusafah District, central 

Baghdad City on December 25. Unidentified gunmen with light and medium weapons targeted a house 

belonging to a Sheikh of the Al-Akeedat clan in Doura District, southern central Baghdad City.  The attack 

wounded the Sheikh’s son and caused material damage to the house.     

 

On December 25, a brawl erupted between the family of an Interior Ministry member (NFDK) and their 

neighbours in al-Ghazaliyah, Mansour District, western Baghdad city.  In retaliation, it is alleged that the Ministry 

member brought a vehicle carrying armed men to his house, who then opened fire on the neighbours.  The 

incident resulted in the death of one individual who was attempting to calm tensions, and the critical injury of the 

official’s brother who was also involved in the fracas.  Four people were wounded in Baghdad city on December 

26 when soccer fans fired weapons into the air to celebrate their team's victory over Qatar in the Arabian Gulf 

Cup.  Troops from the 6th IA Infantry Division arrested a suspected IS member in the Babylon shopping mall in 

Mansour in western Baghdad City.   An IED was reported found and cleared in the Baladiyat area of New 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

30 December 2017   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [13]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

Baghdad District, eastern Baghdad City on December 27.  Gunmen carrying suppressed weapons stole a large 

amount of money and injured a civilian in an armed robbery on a currency exchange shop in the Hay Ur area of 

Adhamiyah District, northern Baghdad City.  The Deputy Director General of Iraqi Airways airline Company was 

arrested late on December 27 on allegations of corruption.  Several electricity transformers were targeted by 

unidentified gunmen in Sadr City District, north eastern Baghdad City on December 28.   

 

To the west of the city, unidentified gunmen opened fire on Tribal Mobilisation Force elements in Abu Ghraib on 

December 25; at least one tribal fighter was injured in the attack.  Multiple IEDs were also reported found and 

cleared and a booby-trapped house was made safe in a search operation in Al-Shurtan, west of Baghdad City on 

December 26.  A civilian was reported killed by a UVIED affixed to his vehicle in the Al-Haswa area of Abu 

Ghraib on December 28.   

 

In the southern belts, one person was killed and five others wounded in an IED explosion near shops in Al-

Wahda sub-district of Madain on December 25.  The body of a man bearing gunshot wounds was found inside 

an orchard in Mahmudiyah, south of Baghdad.  An IED detonated near shops in Radwaniyah, southwest of 

Baghdad City on December 27, killing one person and injuring another and two security members of the Sunni 

Awakening militia were injured in an IED strike against their patrol in Mada'in, south of Baghdad City. A cache of 

explosives and munitions containing were reported found and seized in an operation in Al-Ahad Al-Jadid area, 

south of Baghdad City.  Finally, two security members of the Sunni Tribal Militia were wounded in an IED strike 

in Sayed Abdullah village of Yusufiya, south of Baghdad City on December 28. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

In Babil province, an individual was arrested at a security checkpoint in the Al-Hamza Al-Gharbi region, south of 

Hillah on December 25, after being found in possession of an assault rifle and a large amount of ammunition.  

An individual wanted on terrorist charges was arrested at a security checkpoint on MSR Tampa in the Al-Neil 

sub-district, north of Hillah on December 26.  A local resident of Al-Tahmaziyah village was reportedly killed in a 

drive by shooting near the Saif Saad Police station in Hillah on December 27.  An unidentified gunman also 

reportedly shot and killed a lawyer and two women while they were leaving the lawyer’s office located in al-

Mashru, north Babil.   

 

In Wasit province, two suspects travelling from Baghdad province were arrested in possession of 1,000 narcotics 

tablets at al-Luj main security checkpoint, north of Kut on December 23.  The Civil Defence Force in Wasit 

reported that they had seized a large quantity of UXO / ERW inside the front yard of the public library in Al-Hay 

district, south of Kut on December 25. 

 

In Dhi Qar province, a local resident of the Maq'il district in Basra province, wanted on terrorism charges, was 

arrested at Tal al-Laham main checkpoint on Route Tampa, 50 km south of Nasiriyah.  Two firearms traffickers 

were also reportedly arrested and two assault rifles seized in a raid on a suspected hideout in Nasiriyah.  

Dozens of residents demonstrated in front of the Dhi Qar Electricity Distribution Directorate in Nasiriyah, to 

protest continued efforts by the federal government to implement the Power Privatization Project.    
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On December 25, the head of Rafidain operations, Major General Ali Ibrahim, announced the launch of a large 

security operation in Maysan to “hunt down outlaws and disarm heavy weapons from the people of the province”.  

On December 29 Rafidain Operations Command stated that ISF have arrested 67 people accused of various 

crimes during an anti-crime operation in Maysan province that has been ongoing since December 24. As well as 

arrests, ISF recovered a workshop used to repair weapons and also secured the Shib crossing point on the 

border with Iran.   A large number of light weapons were also reportedly seized and confiscated in the areas of 

Qalaa Salih, Al-Kahla, Nizayt al-Azer and Mashreh and also the area of the River Ezz.  Police were also reported 

to have arrested 12 individuals on suspicion of being involved in the tribal clashes that erupted on December 23 

in Al-Kahla district, 20 km south of Amarah.   

 

In central Basra, a small IED detonated on December 23 causing damage to a BMW vehicle. Injuries were not 

reported but the incident bears the hallmarks of intimidation tactics, extremely common in the province. Official 

sources reported tribal feuding IVO Majidia (NFDK). A detachment from the Border Protection Force - Fourth 

Region Command seized more than 9400 rounds of AK-47 ammunition during a clash with two gunmen in a 

failed attempt to smuggle firearms across the Iranian border in eastern Basra province.  Finally, the National 

Security Service (NSS) reported the seizure of thirty five refrigerated shipping containers full of Chinese origin 

expired food supplies in Umm Qasr port, south of Basra. 

 

Separately, Basra Police announced the arrest of 23 criminals accused of various charges including murder, 

theft, drug trafficking, possession of unlicensed weapons and accusations of fraud. It was also reported that 

residents in al Faw demonstrated in large numbers on December 25.  The protestors demanded that a new road 

leading to Basra should be built as the current MSR had claimed many lives due to its poor condition and lack of 

road safety measures.  Two individuals were reported arrested under Article IV-Terrorism charges at a security 

checkpoint in Qarmat Ali, north of Basra on December 27.  A force from the Oil Police reportedly seized three oil 

tanker trucks loaded with smuggled crude oil and arrested the drivers near the Shuaiba Refinery in Zubayr.  

Unconfirmed reporting on December 29 claimed that a Police Officer was killed on the border between Iraq and 

Iran in the Shatt al-Arab area following the detonation of a UXO (land mine). 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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