
                 

 Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Iraq .Xplored report 
27 January 2018 
 
Prepared by Risk Analysis Team, Iraq 
 
garda.com/ips 
 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report  

27 January 2018           

 
Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld                                     [2]                                           garda.com/ips 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .......................................................................................................................................... 2 

ACTIVITY MAP .................................................................................................................................................... 3 

OUTLOOK ............................................................................................................................................................. 4 

Short term outlook ............................................................................................................................................. 4 

Medium to long term outlook ............................................................................................................................ 4 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ...................................................................................................................................... 5 

Iraqi Parliament confirmed the election date for May 12 ............................................................................... 5 

Turkey's Foreign Minister visited Iraq amid tensions over operations in Syria .......................................... 5 

THREAT MATRIX ................................................................................................................................................ 5 

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS ............................................................................................................................... 6 

Political ................................................................................................................................................................ 6 

Security ............................................................................................................................................................... 8 

Humanitarian ...................................................................................................................................................... 9 

Economy ............................................................................................................................................................. 9 

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT .................................................................................................. 10 

Countrywide Military/Security Situation ........................................................................................................ 10 

ACRONYM LIST ................................................................................................................................................ 20 

GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES .............................................................................................. 21 

GARDAWORLD.................................................................................................................................................. 21 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 
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OUTLOOK   

Short term outlook 
 

 ISF have now liberated IS’ last remaining territorial holdings in Iraq along and the group is also under 

increasing pressure in Syria. These losses of territory will likely see IS revert back to their asymmetric warfare 

model of terrorist attacks, and we have already seen an uptick in retaliatory attacks in Nineveh, Salah al-Din, 

and Diyala province. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, the group still retains a degree 

of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along the Syrian border area. Though recent IS 

suicide attack plans appear to be focusing on outlying areas in Anbar, the cities of Ramadi and Fallujah are 

likely to be key targets for further high-profile attacks. 

 

 The returning focus of Sunni extremist groups on terrorist activity may also be a pre-cursor for high-profile 

attacks in Baghdad and the surrounding belts, as seen on January 15 when a double suicide bombing 

targeted civilians in the city centre. However, these will likely be constrained by security footprint, particularly 

in Baghdad City. On the other hand, the ability to stage further high-profile attacks within the coming weeks 

would be a possible indicator of increasing capability of terrorist networks. 

 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed territories 

occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only over limited 

territorial objectives of economic significance. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and provocation have 

been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala; Baghdad and Erbil also remain in a ‘standoff’ over 

Baghdad’s demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey in northern Dohuk province. While 

international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain entrenched in the political positions. 

 

 A complex attack against Shia pilgrims in western Dhi Qar in September 2017 exhibits that IS retains the 

intent and capability for substantial attacks in the southern provinces. The region remains assessed as non-

permissive for IS to significantly escalate operations due to demographics, with the few Sunni militant 

sympathizers in the region remaining isolated. Other major attacks in the south in 2017 included two SVBIED 

attacks in Basra province on May 19 and SVIED attacks in Karbala and Babel in June. 

Medium to long term outlook  

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the country, 

it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between 

radical Sunni elements and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk. Limited 

reporting has already pointed to displaced Sunni families being advised or directed to leave Kirkuk. IS is 

almost certain to revert to a decentralized insurgency, conducting asymmetric attacks in permissive areas of 

the country, which will be complemented by more substantial complex attacks in areas of Anbar, Nineveh, 

Salah al-Din and Diyala.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general. This is assessed to be facilitated by the dispatch of large segments of 

the security forces to the frontlines up north. Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of 

Shia militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the national campaign 

against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

Iraqi Parliament confirmed the election date for May 12 
On January 22, Iraqi Parliament voted for holding the parliamentary elections on May 12. The previous day, 

Iraq’s Supreme Federal Court ruled that the parliamentary elections should be held as scheduled and that any 

postponement will be “unconstitutional”. The Council of Representatives also urged the government to create a 

safe environment for holding the elections and helping the displaced to return to their own areas. The number of 

IDPs is estimated at 1,600,000, with 400,000 entitled to vote in the elections. As for the local council elections, 

PM al-Abadi stated they may be postponed as some political blocs would be unable to contest two elections at 

the same time. 

 

Turkey's Foreign Minister visited Iraq amid tensions over operations in Syria 
Turkish Foreign Minister, Mevlut Cavusoglu, visited Baghdad and met Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi and 

other high-ranking officials on January 21. The visit came amidst increased intensity of Turkish military 

operations in Syria; Turkey launched raids on the Kurdish province of Afrin, on the border between the two 

countries, on January 20. Meanwhile, Iraqi Kurdish leaders and activists have called on Turkey to stop attacks 

against the Kurds in Afrin; demonstrations were seen in Erbil and Sulaymaniyah.  

 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**   North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS   

Political 
 
Iraqi Parliament confirmed the election date on May 12 

On January 22, Iraqi Parliament has unanimously voted for holding the parliamentary elections on May 12. The 

Council of Representatives also urged the government to create a safe environment for holding the elections and 

helping the displaced to return to their own areas. During the same session, the parliament stressed that 

weapons should be exclusively in the hands of the state during election campaigning and there must be 

guarantees that parties with armed wings should not take part in the polls, Iraqiya said. The previous day, Iraq’s 

Supreme Federal Court (SFC) ruled that the parliamentary elections should be held as scheduled and that any 

postponement will be “unconstitutional”. Later during the week, Iraqi MPs have failed to reach consensus on an 

amendment to the election law stipulating that eligible candidates should have a university degree. The 

amendment stipulating that dual-citizenship holders cannot run in the polls also proved controversial. MP  

  

Prime Minister al-Abadi stresses Iraq unity in meeting with Kurdish PM 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi stressed the unity and sovereignty of the country in a meeting with the Kurdish 

Region Prime Minister, Nechirvan Barzani, during the latter's visit to Baghdad on January 20. The Iraqi PM 

added that Kurdish citizens are part of the Iraqi nation, state television al-Iraqiya reported. The two leaders 

discussed political and security developments, as well as ways of resolving the issues between the Iraqi and 

Kurdish governments, according to a press statement from Abadi's office. The Kurdish PM was accompanied by 

his deputy Qubad Talabani and his chief of staff Fuad Hussein. Abadi stressed the importance of resuming Iraqi 

authorities' control within the Kurdistan region, including border posts and airports. He added that border control 

is among Iraq's "exclusive" authorities. He said that the oil extracted from the Kurdistan region must be handed 

over to Iraqi authorities and exported via the Iraqi State Organisation for Marketing of Oil (SOMO). He also 

addressed the issue of Kurdish employees' salaries, saying they must be swiftly issued.  

 

Kurdish PM denies Abadi's claim on handing over oil control 

KRG Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani has denied a claim reportedly made by Iraqi PM Haider al-Abadi that the 

Kurdistan Region is ready to hand over all of its oil to Baghdad. Speaking in an interview with Kurdistan 

Democratic Party-affiliated Rudaw from Davos, Barzani said the claim was "far from truth because we did not 

talk about that at all". At a short meeting with Abadi, the KRG delegation discussed salaries, border crossings 

and airports, Barzani said, adding that they agreed to hold another meeting next week to deal with oil in 

particular and reach some solutions. He said today that it was "unfortunate" that the meeting had been 

misrepresented, adding that the Kurdistan Region's stance was clear and it wants to resolve the issues with 

Baghdad based on the constitution. According to reports by a number of outlets on January 25, Abadi said in 

Davos that the Kurdish Region had agreed to hand over all oil to the federal government. 

  

U.S. sends 365m dollars to Iraqi Kurdish Peshmerga 

The U.S. has reportedly sent 365 million USD to the Iraqi Kurdistan Region's Peshmerga Ministry. Kurdish 

Rudaw TV reported on January 24 that the funds had arrived in the region. The report quoted Deputy 

Peshmerga Minister, Sarbast Lazgin, as saying that the U.S. had informed the Peshmerga Ministry about the 

funding and that it had been approved by the Iraqi government. "The ministry and coalition are discussing ways 

to distribute it to the Peshmerga forces and provide necessities for defensive lines," he added. The funding falls 

under the U.S. defence budget for 2018, which describes the Peshmerga as a "critical partner" against so-called 

Islamic State. This latest allocation follows on from 415m dollars in funding agreed in 2016, which was paid in 

monthly instalments ending last September to help pay Peshmerga salaries. 
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Turkey's Foreign Minister, Iraqi officials discuss regional issues 

Turkish Foreign Minister, Mevlut Cavusoglu, visited Baghdad and met Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi and 

other high-ranking officials on January 21. The talks discussed terror-related issues and work on strengthening 

bilateral ties. "Strengthening bilateral ties, developing economic and trade ties in oil and transportation, and 

fighting terror were discussed," a statement published by Abadi's office read on January 21. Cavusoglu 

reiterated his country's support for Iraqi unity and said that Turkish companies will help rebuild Iraq. "Foreign 

Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari welcomed his Turkish counterpart Mr. Mevlut Cavusoglu in Baghdad on Sunday to 

discuss bilateral ties and ways of strengthening them," a statement by the Iraqi Foreign Ministry read. Jaafari 

said his country is committed to establishing stronger relations with Turkey. The visit came amidst increased 

intensity of Turkish military operations in Syria. Turkey launched raids on the Kurdish province of Afrin, on the 

border between the two countries, on January 20. The strikes are targeting the Syrian Kurdish Democratic Union 

Party (PYD) and its armed wing, the YPG. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has vowed no stepping 

back on the air and ground offensive, despite concern from Ankara's allies and neighbours. 

  

Iraqi Kurds call on Turkey to end attacks on Syria's Afrin 

Iraqi Kurdish leaders and activists have called on Turkey to stop attacks against the predominantly Kurdish Afrin 

area in north-western Syria. "We have been really concerned by the attacks and bombing of Afrin by Turkey and 

other forces, which have resulted in casualties among civilians of the city," Massoud Barzani, the leader of the 

ruling Kurdistan Democratic Party said in a statement published by the official KDP website on January 22. "We 

hope that these attacks stop immediately to protect the lives of civilians and so that this conflict does not spread 

and lead to catastrophic consequences," his statement said. "Meanwhile, Iraqi Kurdish parties have called for an 

emergency meeting of the regional Kurdish parliament in Erbil to support the "resistance" of the people of Afrin 

against Turkey's attacks, according to a website linked to the Iraqi Kurdish Change Movement (Gorran) party. 

Iraqi Kurdish journalists and civil society activists in Sulaymaniyah have founded "Afrin Front" organisation "to 

show solidarity" with Afrin.  

  

Turkey rebuffs U.S. call to limit Afrin operation  

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan criticised the U.S. call to limit the time and scope of operations in Afrin 

in Syria, pointing to Washington’s decades-long military presence in other countries. “The Afrin operation will end 

when it reaches its goal like Euphrates Shield did,” Erdogan said while addressing an awards ceremony in 

Ankara. “The U.S. says it ‘should not last for too long.’ And I’m asking the US, how long have you been in 

Afghanistan, when will it end? You came to Iraq before we came to power. Has the time duration ended in Iraq? 

You are still there,” Erdogan added. The U.S. had asked Ankara to “ensure that its military operations remain 

limited in scope and duration". Turkey  does  not  have  any  plans  to  take  over  “the  territories  of another 

country” and will eventually leave Syrian soil, Erdogan stressed. The operation is not targeting the Kurdish 

population, but “solely terrorists”, according to the Turkish leader. U.S. President Donald Trump reiterated 

increasing U.S. concern about Turkey’s assault on Syrian Kurdistan, as the two leaders spoke by telephone on 

January 24. The White House summary of the call explained that Trump had “urged Turkey to exercise caution 

[and] avoid any action that might risk conflict between Turkish and American forces.” Trump also told Erdogan 

about U.S. concerns regarding the “escalating violence in Afrin” and called on Turkey to “de-escalate, limit its 

military actions, and avoid civilian casualties.”  
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Security 

 

Iraqi PM asks NATO chief to shift military personnel training to Iraq  

Iraq wants the training of its military personnel by NATO to be carried out on its soil, Prime Minister Haider al-

Abadi was quoted saying on January 23. In a statement by his media office, Abadi, in a phone call with NATO’s 

Secretary-General, Jens Stoltenberg, “expressed Iraq’s desire to continue the training of its forces and to shift 

the training process to inside Iraq”. According to the statement, “the call discussed the acceleration and 

intensification of Iraqi forces’ training, as well as developing the military training curriculum to include infantry and 

intelligence units”. The organisation had recently declared the role of its forces in Iraq would change after the 

declaration of Iraq’s victory over IS militants. At a Warsaw Summit in July 2016, NATO concurred to accept a 

request from Abadi to start training and advising Iraqi security forces and institutions in Iraq, alongside training of 

Iraqi officers and non-commissioned officers out of the country. The focus of NATO’s efforts in Iraq, according to 

the organisation, has been “on areas agreed upon with the Iraqi authorities – tailored to the needs of the Iraqi 

security forces and institutions – and where NATO can provide added value”, without a fixed duration. 

 

Iraq condemns German woman to death for belonging to IS 

An Iraqi court has sentenced a German woman of a Moroccan origin to death by hanging on a charge of 

belonging to so-called Islamic State, the first such sentence in a case involving a European woman. “The 

defendant provided logistical support and helped the terrorist organisation carrying out criminal acts and she was 

accused of participating in attacks on Iraqi security and military forces,” according to a statement by the judiciary 

spokesman Abdul Sattar al-Bayraqdar on January 21. The statement added that the woman “admitted during 

investigations that she travelled from Germany to Syria and then to Iraq out of her belief in the terrorist Daesh 

[IS] and she was accompanied by her two daughters who married members of the terrorist organisation”. 

Meanwhile, three French women who joined the Islamic State before being captured by Iraqi forces could be 

facing the death penalty as they await trial in Baghdad, sources close to their cases told AFP. The women were 

detained after Iraqi fighters ousted the jihadists from Mosul last July, one source said.  
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Humanitarian 
 

IHEC prepares register for 400,000 IDPs entitled to vote in election  

The Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) decided on January 22 to prepare a special register, 

separate from the general voters’ register, to record the data of internally displaced persons (IDPs) to ensure 

they are safe while taking part in the upcoming elections scheduled for May 12. In a press statement, Riyadh al-

Badran, head of IHEC’s electoral department, said the IHEC held a series of meetings with the government and 

the parliament, the latest of which was held with the legal and migration and displacement committees to discuss 

the election date and the participation of IDPs. The number of IDPs is estimated at 1,600,000. Only 400,000 

IDPs are entitled to vote in the upcoming elections, he further stated. Polling stations will be available in every 

place IDPs are present. But those who will return will find special polling stations in their cities after their voter 

registers have been separated, he added. 

Economy 
 

Iran and Iraq make progress on plans to jointly develop shared oilfields  

Iran and Iraq have reached an agreement to jointly develop two shared oilfields in the southern Khuzestan 

Province, according to a deputy at the National Iranian Oil Company. "We are collaborating with Iraq in some 

[joint] fields. An agreement has been made  to  integrate  the  development  of  two  small  oilfields  in  the  city  

of  Khorramshahr,"  the  deputy  for  development  and engineering at the NIOC, was quoted as saying. He did 

not disclose the name of the fields or the framework of the agreement, but the remarks echo a statement by Iraqi 

Oil Minister Jabar al-Luaibi in September 2017 that Baghdad would soon sign a deal with Tehran to jointly invest 

in two oilfields.  

 

Iraqi, Kurdistan PMs agree oil ministries to hold talks 

The Iraqi and Kurdistan prime ministers have agreed that their respective oil ministries will meet to discuss an 

agreement on resuming halted oil exports, the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) website reported on 

January 24. Iraqi PM Haidar al-Abadi and KRG PM Nechirvan Barzani were discussing outstanding issues 

between Erbil and Baghdad, especially the oil dossier, on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum in Davos, 

on the same day, the statement added. The KRG statement said they discussed the "oil dossier and its 

challenges" at the talks and agreed that the Oil Ministry and Natural Resources Ministry should meet "to discuss 

ways to resume oil exports, which have been halted for a while, and reach an agreement in this regard". It did 

not say when the meeting would take place.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
Kurdish media reported a clash between security forces and a group of militants near the Bamou Mountains in 

Sulaimaniyah province on January 22; skirmishing continued for about half an hour, no casualties were reported. 

Several criminal incidents were reported in the province, the majority linked to family disputes. The house of a 

senior correction officer of Chamchamal Prison in Shoresh sub-district was reportedly targeted by an RPG rocket 

on January 23; no casualties were reported. Kurdish media reported demonstrations denouncing the Turkish 

intervention in the Afrin region (Syria) took place in Erbil and Sulaymaniyah on January 21. Later during the 

week, several dozen Syrian Kurds protested outside the UN compound in Erbil city to denounce the Turkish 

offensive against Kurdish YPG fighters. Meanwhile, Turkish operations continue also in northern Iraq, where 

warplanes targeted shelters and weapon storage facilities of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party in in the Upper Zab 

region on January 23.  

 

The Nineveh Operations Command claimed 21 gunmen were killed in an ongoing military operation south of 

Mosul launched on January 23. Iraqi helicopters reportedly struck 17 targets in the area. Elsewhere in Nineveh 

province, a VBIED was reportedly found and cleared in Tal Afar. One child was killed and another was injured in 

an IED detonation near the Ayn Hilwa village, Zammar district, north-west of Mosul. Meanwhile, the Minister of 

Immigration stated on January 24 approximately - 450,000 people displaced from Nineveh province - out of 
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1,350,000 – have been repatriated amidst recurring complaints about the safety in areas freed from IS. In Mosul 

city, three policemen were reported injured in an IED detonation on a patrol vehicle on January 25. The bodies of 

five unidentified males showing gunshot wounds and signs of torture were found near Mosul airport. Two women 

were killed by a detonation at a booby-trapped house in Mosul’s Old City. 24 suspects were reportedly arrested 

on terrorism charges during a pre-emptive operation in the Zahraa neighbourhood.  

 

Reporting from Kirkuk, Diyala, and Salah al-Din provinces continues to focus on the insurgent presence and 

current ethnic tensions in the region, in addition to background criminal activity. Western parts of Kirkuk province 

remain restive. A joint force from local police and tribal fighters clashed with insurgents in the Zab area, on 

January 22; three volunteers and 11 insurgents were reportedly killed or injured in the course of fighting. A 

detonation of a static VBIED was reported near the shrine of Khadir Elias, between Taza Khurmatu and Daquq, 

on January 25, without casualties. Criminal activity dominated reporting from Kirkuk city.  

 

There were no major incidents reported from Salah al-Din province. An IED detonation killed two children near 

Baiji, north of Tikrit as legacy devices pose a serious hazard across Salah al-Din. The Military Intelligence 

Directorate announced on January 21 that two suicide attackers were killed, while a number of IEDs and 5 kg of 

ammonium nitrate were destroyed, during an operation in the Nahr ar-Rasasi area, east of Samarra. To the east, 

three militants were killed in Mutaibijah region on the same day. Tuz Khurmatu district remains the hotspot of 

activity in the province. On January 25, Shia Turkmen militia reported they were attacked near Tuz, allegedly by 

members of the Owners of White Flags militia; six attackers were killed. A VBIED reportedly detonated outside a 

restaurant on the road towards Kirkuk, north of Tuz Khurmatu on January 26.  

  

Diyala province remains volatile, in particular in areas neighbouring with the Hamrin Mountains, where Iraqi 

aircraft targeted insurgent positions on several occasions. An IED detonated on a patrol vehicle near the Ali al-

Jumaa village, Qara Tepe sub-district; one member of the patrol was injured. PMU 23rd Bde announced a 

clearance operation in the area following the incident; two unidentified bodies were found and a number of IEDs 

were also reportedly cleared in the area. On January 23, a mortar landed near the Sherwin village of 

Muqdadiyah; ISF responded to the attack with shelling the suspected Point of Origin in the Zour area. Eastern-

most district of Mandali remains exposed to insurgent activity. Two IEDs detonated against a passing ISF patrol 

near Mandali; no casualties were reported. ISF safely disarmed a UVIED attached to a vehicle parked near a 

bank in Mandali town. A cache containing three rockets, five mortar rounds, seven landmines and one hand 

grenade was seized near Qazanya. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Reporting from Anbar province was again subdued, as the majority of activity remains focused on the border with 

Syria and the desert areas to the west of the province. The underlying risk of intermittent attacks and detonations 

of legacy devices remains extant in the area. A number of civilians were injured in IED detonations in Rawa, 

Anah, and Qa’im. On January 22, two civilians were killed and four others were wounded in a detonation at a 

booby-trapped house in Rawah. A member of the Anbar Provincial Council, Farhan al-Dulaimi, warned on 

January 20 that a number of IS militants have managed to infiltrate into Qaim district recently, taking advantage 

of omissions in security records.  

 

Reporting from the Euphrates River Valley again concentrated on clearing unexploded ordnance and insurgent 

cells. Anbar Police Chief, Maj. Gen. Hadi Rizig, reported the arrest of four individuals suspected of multiple IED 

attacks targeting civilian homes to extort money in Fallujah; a number of IEDs and a quantity of explosives were 

found in their possession. A security source stated that three men wearing suicide vests were killed as they 

attempted to attack ISF the Roud area in eastern Anbar, near the Baghdad provincial boundary. A curfew was 

imposed in eastern Fallujah district as a precautionary measure. South of Ramadi, Iraqi aircraft reportedly 

targeted IS movement near the Razaza lake as ISF operations and airstrikes continue to be seen in the desert 

areas of south Anbar.  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

There were no high profile attacks in Baghdad during the reporting period. Although a number of IED and 

grenade detonations were seen within the city (including Bayaa, Shaab, Zafraniya, Adhamiya neighbourhoods), 

the majority of incidents did not result in casualties and was likely intended for intimidation rather than linked to 

terrorist activity. A low-yield IED detonated outside a liquor store in Adhamiyah during the night of January 24, 

pointing to the involvement of religious extremists. Two government employees were targeted with under-vehicle 

IEDs during the week. The remainder of reporting in the city reflected primarily activity linked to criminality and 

local disputes. Multiple criminal arrests were reported throughout the week. As kidnappings for material gain 

remains a current threat for Iraqi civilians, ISF reported several rescue operations and related arrests of 

kidnapping gangs. Notably, the son of the Najaf province governor, Luay al-Yassiry, was arrested in the Bayaa 

area for possession of up to 6 kg of illegal substances. On January 24, media reported an argument escalated 

into a shootout near the Bayaa police station, where al-Yassiry was being held. Demonstrations over 

employment disputes and service provision continue to occur regularly in the city.  

 

SAF attacks and IED detonations continue to be seen regularly on Baghdad’s peripheries. At least ten 

detonations occurred during the week; the majority of these targeted local market areas, including devices in 

Mada’in, Jisr Diyala, Hawr Rajab, Rasheed, Yusufiyah, Mahmudiyah, Abu Ghraib and Tarmiyah. Between two 

and five civilian casualties were reported in most of these cases. Although civilians were the primary target, 

attacks on ISF continue to occur intermittently in the outlying districts. On January 24, a roadside IED detonated 

against an ISF patrol in Tarmiyah, north of Baghdad, killing one soldier and wounding two others. On January 
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23, unidentified gunmen reportedly opened fire on two ISF vehicles in Tarmiyah district. The areas bordering 

with Anbar and Salah al-Din province remain at risk of recurrent insurgent activity. ISF reportedly killed a man 

wearing an explosive vest in the rural area of Tarmiyah, north of Baghdad city.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

There were no high-profile incidents in the southern region during the week. However, the risk from legacy 

devices and lingering extremist presence in northern Babil was again highlighted, despite the continuous 

clearance activities in the area. A soldier was killed and another was injured while they attempted to defuse a 

VBIED in the Fadhiliyah area of Jurf al-Sakhar on January 25. An explosive vest was reportedly found near the 

Bridge 18 on Highway 1 during a security operation in Iskandariyah sub-district, north of Hillah. A cache 

containing forty mortar rounds was reportedly found in the same area. Separately, several suspects were 

arrested on terrorism charges during a raid on a café in Jibela, north of Hillah. Unusually, the mayor of Gharraf 

district (Dhi Qar province) reported the arrest of three individuals on suspicion of planning terrorist activity in the 

area.  

 

Criminal activity and tribal violence continue to dominate reporting from the southern region, concentrating on 

(but not limited to) Maysan, Dhi Qar, and Basra provinces. Protracted tribal fighting was seen in Diwaniyah 

province between January 20 and 23; 16 people were arrested. In Dhi Qar, ISF arrested 16 individuals for 

instigating two tribal disputes in Suq al-Shuyukh, south-east of Nasiriyah, while six people were arrested in 

connection with a tribal killing in Gharraf. In Maysan province, local media citing a security force reported an 

RPG attack on a house in Majar al-Kabir, south of Amara; the incident was reportedly linked to a tribal dispute. 

Tribal skirmishing was also seen in Kahla, south-east of Amara, while two policemen were injured during a 

security operation in the Uzayr area, on the Maysan – Basra border. Arrests in relation to drugs usage and 

supply continue across the region. 
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Basra province again recorded the majority of incidents, partly reflecting the ISF and media focus on the area. 

The province continues to see violence as a result of interpersonal disputes, criminal activity and tribal conflicts. 

However, the intensity of recorded incidents has somewhat increased, with the numbers of individuals being 

killed and injured in tribal violence, security forces have had to deploy to each event to quell the situation. Away 

from tribal activity and security force operations to stem it, the week was characterised by low level hostile action 

involving criminal activity mainly related to robbery and drugs supply and use and intimidation using IEDs. A 

number of armed robberies have underlined the enduring threat of violent organised crime, with some of the 

groups reverting back to impersonating security services to hoodwink their victims and gain entry. This week has 

again witnessed the usage of IEDs and HGs to intimidate political opponents, security figures and business 

rivals – four events were recorded – three were recorded on January 26. 

 

Protest action continues throughout the region – with most conducted in the areas deemed to be affected by 

political or service provision change. Numerous demonstrations occurred again in relation to the government’s 

proposal to privatize the provision of electricity. On January 26, hundreds of Sadrist Movement supporters and 

local activists demonstrated across the southern provinces, demanding anti-corruption measures and the 

electricity privatisation reform to be rejected. In Basra, a protest in the Shatt al-Arab district of the city on 26 

January saw hundreds in attendance demonstrating in relation to plans to privatise the electricity provision and 

collection of fees – the group managed to fell a new untapped pylon.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP  - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (an attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
ECP - Entry Control Point (IZ, BIAP) 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point   
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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