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the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith 
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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook 
 

 In the short term, reporting from Iraq will likely be dominated by political issues, focused on the ongoing 

‘negotiations’ between Baghdad and Erbil to resolve their differences following last years’ referendum and the 

political maneuverings as Iraqi parties position themselves for campaigning ahead of the May 12 elections.  

 

 Islamic State’s activity will continue to dominate security reporting with the focus on the potential resurgence of 

an insurgent campaign in the areas of northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear 

remaining IS pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and 

along the Syrian border.  

 

 While a significant IS resurgence is unlikely to occur in the short term, the group is likely undergoing a period 

of realignment into a more cellular asymmetric structure. The returning focus on terrorist activity may be a pre-

cursor for high-profile attacks in Baghdad, as seen on January 15 when a double suicide bombing targeted 

civilians in the city centre. However, these have remained sporadic so far, constrained by security footprint, 

particularly in Baghdad city. Going forwards, the ability to stage high-profile attacks at shorter intervals would 

be an indicator of terrorist networks’ capability. IS has expressed the intent to increase tempo of operations in 

the attempt to influence the pre-election period, though their ability to sustain a campaign of high-profile 

attacks remains in question. 

 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed territories 

occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only over limited 

territorial objectives of economic significance. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and provocation have 

been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala; Baghdad and Erbil also remain in a ‘standoff’ over 

Baghdad’s demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey in northern Dohuk province. While 

international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain entrenched in the political positions. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 The outlook for the medium to long-term remains difficult to assess due to a number of factors, including the 

outcome of parliamentary elections, the timeframe to form a new government and the resolution of the 

outstanding issues between Baghdad and the Kurdish region. The issues of an enduring US presence in Iraq 

and the future role of the PMUs also remain a major question.  

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the country, 

it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between 

radical Sunni elements and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

 

 From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, which in turn is 

connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in Syria. There is however 

little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to a terrorist asymmetric model in an 

attempt to reinvigorate itself.   

    

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general. Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of Shia 

militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

US military presence in Iraq criticised after friendly fire incident in Anbar 
On January 27, a US helicopter mistakenly opened fire on a group of local police and militia in al-Baghdadi area, 

killing at least seven people and injuring 11 others. The incident reportedly stemmed from an Iraqi Army 

operation targeting a "terrorist leader", during which IA mistook local militia forces for insurgents and called for air 

support. Several Iraqi personalities and officials have condemned the mistaken bombardment, including leaders 

of major para-military Popular Mobilisation formations.  

 

Dispute over the 2018 Iraqi budget continues  
Iraqi Parliament continued the debate over the 2018 budget draft in the presence of Prime Minister Haider Abadi 

and senior officials of the Ministry of Finance. Sunni parties have been demanding an increase in allocations to 

reconstruct the liberated areas, while some Shia are demanding increased funding for oil-producing provinces. 

Kurdish parties are dissatisfied with the reduction of the budget share for Kurdistan, from 17 to 12.67 percent. 

Failure to approve the budget limits the central government’s ability to disburse funds and cripples local 

governments. The Council of Ministers has sent the draft budget to parliament in October, but Sunni and Kurdish 

blocs, in addition to smaller Shia parties, opposed it contents and boycotted sessions to discuss the draft. 

 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS  

Political 
 
Dispute over the 2018 Iraqi budget continues  

Iraqi Parliament continued the debate over the 2018 budget draft on January 31, in the presence of Prime 

Minister Haider Abadi and senior officials of the Ministry of Finance. The PM’s visit to parliament comes after 

Kurdish, Sunni and some Shia lawmakers boycotted a Tuesday session on the bill. Sunni parties have been 

demanding an increase in allocations to reconstruct the liberated areas, while some Shia are demanding 

increased allocations to oil-producing provinces. Kurdish parties are dissatisfied with the reduction of the budget 

share for Kurdistan, from 17 percent to 12.67 percent. Abadi, who attended as prime minister and acting minister 

of finance, said that some of the demands could be dealt with, but the funding share for the Kurdistan region was 

not negotiable as it was based on the records of the federal ministries of planning and trade. 

 

 

Shia blocs continue re-alignment ahead of Iraqi elections; Hakim and Abadi to run separately  

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, who is heading the Nasr (Victory) coalition, and the Wisdom Movement headed 

by Ammar al-Hakim, announced their split in a joint statement on January 30. Both sides emphasized “the 

continued assistance and bolstering bilateral relations, working to lay the groundwork for a free and fair election 

and securing a calm environment for the voters.” Abadi and Hakim reportedly agreed to reunite after the 

elections, within the framework of a broader coalition to form a government. Hakim separation from Abadi’s lists 

marked the second such breakaway after the Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU) controlled Fatah alliance 

withdrew from the coalition in mid-January.  

 

Senior US diplomat visits Iraq, meets PM Abadi 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi met US Deputy Secretary of State John Sullivan during his visit to Baghdad. 

Abadi and Sullivan discussed developing bilateral ties and the results of the meetings on the Strategic 

Framework Agreement between Washington and Baghdad, according to a statement published on PM Abadi’s 

official website on January 28. For his part, Sullivan affirmed US support for Iraq in various fields, particularly in 

light of the “major victories” achieved by the Iraqi forces against the Islamic State group. He further expressed 

support for reconstruction efforts and economic stimulation. “As we maintain our robust security partnership to 

ensure the lasting defeat of ISIS[IS], we are reinvigorating our political and economic relationship to support 

Iraq’s economy to meet the challenges of the 21st century,” a statement by the US embassy in Iraq read.  

 

290 Iraqi officials arrested on corruption charges in 2017  

The Iraqi Commission of Integrity announced that over 2,000 arrest warrants were issued and more than US $1 

billion was recovered following successful anti-corruption trails in 2017. The commission, which was set up in 

2004 by the Iraqi Governing Council said “the arrest warrants issued last year concerning integrity cases 

amounted to 2,133 orders, of which 996 were executed.” The head of the commission, Hassan al-Yasiri, 

revealed that individuals snagged in the anti-corruption charge included a government minister. “The total 

amount recovered was more than one trillion and 305 billion dinars (more than one billion USD).”  

 

Security 

 

Fallacious US bombardment in Anbar condemned; PMU criticise lingering US presence 

Several Iraqi personalities and officials have publically condemned the mistaken bombardment of Iraqi forces by 

the US-led coalition in Anbar province (See below Anbar Province). Qais al-Khazali, the leader of Asaib Ahl al-

Haq (League of the Righteous) PMU group, condemned the attack in a tweet on January 27. He said it "poses 

important and serious questions over the US military presence in Iraq" and the "grounds" for its existence now 

that IS has been defeated militarily. Influential Iraqi cleric Muqtada al-Sadr called for "accountability" and 
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"retribution" in a personal tweet on January 27. "The US occupation proves once again its tyranny, arrogance 

and even blatant transgression to the Iraqi government, its independence and sovereignty," Sadr said. He 

described the bombardment as "random and unjust", adding that it killed "innocent" people. Later during the 

week, Hezbollah al-Nujaba leader Akram al-Kaabi said the incident “was evidence of the ongoing barbarism and 

systematic sabotage of US forces”. Al-Kaabi said US forces “will not stop” targeting Iraqi forces “unless we expel 

them completely from Iraq.” Ha added “The presence of US troops after the liberation [of Iraq] from terrorism is 

neither justifiable nor legitimate, and we will view them as an occupying force if they do not leave”. Meanwhile, 

the Ministry of Defence spokesman, Yahia Rasoul, said that the US military presence in Iraq is confined to 

training Iraqi forces and providing them with logistical support, in addition to exchanging intelligence. "US forces 

also provide air cover when needs be," Rasoul said. The spokesman for the US-led coalition, Col. Ryan Dillon, 

stressed in a tweet that all coalition operations in Iraq come at the authorities' request and/or approval and that 

none are "unilateral". On 30 January, PM Abadi said the investigations into al-Baghdadi incident are ongoing. 

 

At least 115 Iraqi civilians killed and 250 others injured in January according to UN 

A total of 115 Iraqi civilians (not including police) were killed and another 250 injured in acts of terrorism, 

violence and armed conflict in Iraq in January 2018, according to casualty figures recorded by the United Nations 

Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI). Baghdad was the worst affected province, with 323 civilian casualties (90 

killed, 233 injured). Diyala followed, with 8 killed and 15 injured; and Nineveh, with 13 killed and 7 injured. 

UNAMI has not been able to obtain the civilian casualty figures from the Anbar Health Department. "Terrorists 

continue to target civilians in irregular strikes, even though their capabilities have been largely destroyed. The 

twin suicide bombings on 15 January at Baghdad’s Tayran Square, which left numerous casualties among 

innocent workers and passers-by, are proof of their indiscriminate disregard for human life,” said the Special 

Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General for Iraq, Jan Kubiš. “We must all continue to be vigilant 

in opposing this destructive violence”.  

Humanitarian 
 

UK increases contribution for mine clearance operations in Iraq 

The UK Government has donated an additional one million GBP (1.3 million USD) to the United Nations Mine 

Action Service (UNMAS), increasing the UK total contribution to 14.2 million GBP (20 million USD). The 

additional funding will be used for increasing survey and clearance of critical infrastructure in liberated areas, 

facilitating safe and voluntary returns of displaced people. The contribution will be used to deploy additional 

assets to Mosul during January, February and March, in line with emergency operational needs. UNMAS works 

in close collaboration with the Directorate for Mine Action and Iraqi Security Forces to complement the clearance 

work that has already been carried out by the Government of Iraq following the liberation of Mosul. Jon Wilks, 

British Ambassador to Iraq, said: “The survey and clearance work carried out by UNMAS is vital to the safety of 

returning Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Iraq. This latest contribution demonstrates the UK’s enduring 

commitment to UNMAS’ work and to supporting humanitarian and stabilisation efforts in Iraq.” 

Economy 
 

Basra Oil Company announced preparations for takeover of Majnoon 

The Basra Oil Company (BOC) has announced that systems are in place and it is ready to take-over the day-to-

day running of the Majnoon Oil Field – this month ahead of Shell’s withdrawal date of June 30. The BOC 

confirmed that different areas of the field’s production will start to be handed over to BOC engineers with Shell 

staff shadowing until complete transfer. The gradual handover will continue over the coming months as the BOC 

identifies and then re-trains current staff to fill the roles. The American company KBR (Kellogg, Brown and Root) 

are reportedly to be involved on the site in a consultancy role – with the BOC believing this will reduce operating 

costs by 30 per cent. Shell will also continue to re-role and will use the time to invest in the Basra Gas Company 

(BGC) which will be the mainstay of their Iraq operations come July 2018. 

 

  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

03 February 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [8]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
Turkish military operations dominated reporting from the Kurdish Region, with airstrikes against the Kurdistan 

Workers Party (PKK) positions in northern Iraq and the continued Turkish-led operation in the Afrin district of 

north-western Syria raising criticism in the region. Turkish warplanes targeted 11 suspected PKK locations of in 

northern Iraq on January 29. Overall, reports citing Turkish military sources claimed a total of 49 militants from 

the Kurdistan Workers’ Party were “neutralized” in two air raids. On February 1, one Turkish soldier was killed 

and five were wounded in a cross-border attack reportedly carried out by the PKK from northern Iraq. Turkish 

media reported at least three PKK elements were subsequently killed by retaliatory airstrikes.  

 

Meanwhile, hundreds protested in Sulaymaniyah against Turkey’s operation in Afrin on January 29. On February 

2, at least five people have been injured when Kurdish security forces confronted a group of around 400 

protesters on the road between Koya and Erbil. Erbil authorities claimed the marchers tried to pass through a 

checkpoint without inspection and rejected reports that security forces opened fire on the protesters, claiming 

that they had been wounded by rocks. Otherwise reporting from the region was subdued. Of note, the main road 

between Kirkuk and Sulaymaniyah was temporarily blocked near Chamchamal on January 30 as a result of a 

demonstration demanding improvement of local services.  
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Nineveh Province continues to see extensive clearance operations and intermittent attacks by insurgent pockets. 

In west Nineveh, at least two confrontations between PMU and insurgents were seen again near Tal Safouk. On 

January 28, PMU artillery reportedly targeted IS gatherings on the Syrian side of the border. Seven militants 

were killed and one vehicle was destroyed in a confrontation with PMU 29th Brigade on January 31. As 

clearance operations continue in Mosul, numerous explosive devices are being found across the city. In addition, 

raids in search of IS members and affiliates were seen throughout the week. On February 2, elements of the 

National Security Service arrested 15 individuals with alleged links to IS during its occupation of the city. Security 

forces in Mosul have initiated a partial curfew in an attempt to identify further IS affiliated individuals. Meanwhile, 

the Tigris River Valley south of Mosul remains under lingering influence of insurgent cells, with intermittent 

attacks on civilians and ISF, and recurring security sweeps around Albu Saif, Hamam al-Alil and Qayyara.  

 

Reporting from Kirkuk province reflected primarily the on-going clearance operation around Hawijah and 

insurgent attacks on pro-government forces. Attacks on PMU were seen in Hawijah, Riyadh and Rashad. The 

Federal Police reported killing two IS militants wearing explosive vests, arresting three others, and seizing an 

IED workshop in Hawijah. On January 31, Anwar al-Obeidi, a retired Iraqi Army general was killed in an ambush 

near Rashad. Another attack in Rashad left one Sunni tribal fighter dead and three wounded on January 29. A 

member of the Rashad local council was reportedly killed in a close-quarter shooting in the Khadra 

neighbourhood, south Kirkuk city. A policeman was killed and two others were wounded when an IED detonated 

while they were trying to defuse it near Rashad on January 31. Reporting from Kirkuk city and its surroundings 

was muted. 

 

There were no major hostile attacks in Salah al-Din province during the week. Several munition finds were 

reported in the vicinity of Baiji and Tikrit pointing to the threat from legacy devices and isolated pockets of 

insurgency. Nevertheless, effective IED incidents remain relatively rare in the province of late; one civilian was 

killed by an explosive device planted on a road east of Dawr this week. ISF arrested three suspected IS militants 

at a security checkpoint in northern Tikrit. Activity in the long-standing hotspot in Tuz Khurmatu district was also 

muted, likely as a result of increased ISF footprint, following the arrival of reinforcements in January. As the 

Salah al-Din – Diyala border remains restive, a policeman was killed and nine others were injured by a 

detonation at a booby-trapped house during a search in Mutaibijah on January 29; the commander of the 

provincial Rapid Response Units was reportedly among the injured.  

 

Clearing operations were seen again in east Diyala. ISF and allied forces carried out a large-scale operation to 

clear al-Nida region of Mandali, northeast of Baqubah. Meanwhile, a tribal elder from Nida, Turki al-Nadawi, and 

his brother were killed in a drive-by shooting near Balad Ruz on January 28; Sheikh al-Nadawi is a leader of a 

Sunni tribe known from fighting Islamic State in the Nida area. Elsewhere in the province, a mixture of criminal 

incidents and anti-insurgent operations continues to be seen along the Diyala River Valley. There were several 

protests of farmers during the week to demand the cancellation of restrictions on marketing products from Diyala 

due to an alleged avian flu outbreak in the province. On one occasion, Route Dover / Highway 2 was reportedly 

blocked by protesters for nearly three hours near Khalis.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

On January 27, a US helicopter opened fire on a group of armed men in al-Baghdadi area, killing at least seven 

people and injuring 11 others in what appears to have been friendly fire. The Iraqi Army reported on the incident, 

saying it stemmed from an operation targeting a "terrorist leader". As the Iraqi Army force withdrew from the 

scene, they came across a group of armed men, who turned out to be Iraqi police and Popular Mobilisation 

Units, who mistook the army forces for IS members. IA called for coalition air support which resulted in the 

incident. (See above Latest developments: Security). 

 

In northern Anbar, one member of the Border Protection Force was killed and four others were wounded by an 

IED detonation near the Waleed border crossing. A local council member in Qa’im stated on January 28 that 

"intelligence reports suggested that IS militants have started gathering near the Syrian area of Albu Kamal in 

preparation for an imminent attack on Qaim district near the Syrian-Iraqi border." IS also retains an operational 

presence in the desert areas of Anbar, maintaining the capability and intent to conduct attacks in the outlying 

districts. The Anbar Operations Command reported launching a large-scale clearance operation in the Rahaliyah 

area, south of Ramadi. ISF reported having seized an IS pickup truck with a mounted 12,5 mm machine gun 

during a search operation in the desert near Rutbah. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

There were no high-profile attacks in Baghdad city during the week, with reporting comprised primarily of isolated 

attacks on civilians and criminal activity. The majority of incidents were again seen in the eastern parts of the 

city, in particular, the Shia dominated areas of Shaab and Ur to the north-east. There were several body finds 

and kidnappings reported in Shaab, in what appears to be background activity linked to criminal groups and local 

disputes. The victims were identified as civilians, often local business owners, with the circumstances pointing to 

financial gain as principal motivation. New Baghdad district also saw a number of incidents. Notably, one person 

was killed and six others were injured in an exchange of fire in the Fadhiliyah area; the incident was reportedly 

linked to a tribal dispute.  

 

Reporting from western Baghdad was also consistent with routine patterns of criminal activity and local conflicts, 

concentrated in the south-western neighbourhoods of West Rashid. Civil unrest levels remained with the pre-

existing patterns. There were two notable demonstrations in Karradah district on January 27. One was organised 

by mill owners while the other was linked to the ongoing dispute over electricity privatisation. Although both 

protests remained peaceful, with minimum disruption, further protests can be seen in the area in the immediate 

outlook. Other protest issues included isolated administrative and employment disputes, with limited potential for 

escalation. As usual, the Sadrist Movement staged a protest in Tahrir Square on Friday, reiterating demands for 

government reforms and prosecution of corrupt politicians. 
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Security incidents outside Baghdad city have conformed to routine patterns of low-level, low-yield IED 

detonations and general criminal activity. IEDs targeting civilians were seen in Taji, Rashidiyah, Saba al-Bour, 

Radwaniyah, Arab Jabour, Jisr Diyala and Yusufiya. Some of these devices detonated during the weekend, near 

coffee shops in the evening, as civilians gather to relax, or market areas on Friday and Saturday mornings. 

There were also three reported UVIED detonations, including two targeting Popular Mobilisation elements south-

east of Baghdad, in Mada’in and Basmaya.  On January 30, local media citing security sources claimed a vehicle 

transporting explosives was found near a security checkpoint in Husseiniya, the driver reportedly abandoned it 

and fled the to an unknown destination. Several caches of explosives and munitions were found in raids in the 

western parts of Baghdad Belts, near Abu Ghraib and Tarmiya.  

 

 

 

 

  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

03 February 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [13]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Events in the southern region continue to reflect a typical pattern of social violence, tribal disputes, drug 

trafficking, protest action and criminal activity. Criminal arrests were reported daily from the region, with charges 

including drug trafficking, murder, kidnappings, and armed robberies. Finds of legacy munitions, likely from the 

Iraq-Iran war period, were reported in Wasit and Muthanna province, highlighting the risks associated with 

unexploded ordnance in the region. Weekly protests demanding political reforms and anti-corruption measures 

were seen in Baghdad and other major southern cities, including Basra, Nasiriyah, and Diwaniyah, in addition to 

smaller protests over local issues throughout the week. There were several arrests reportedly linked to terrorist 

activity; however, terrorism charges in the South are also known to have been used in regard to criminal 

offenders deemed particularly dangerous.  

 

The overall situation in Basra province remains unchanged with the majority of hostile incidents confined to 

Basra city and the district of Abu al-Khasib to the south-east. One notable incident was recorded during the 

reporting period which stood out from the norm. IED incidents within the city have normally been low-yield. 

However, a device which detonated targeting a coffee shop on January 31 was significantly larger (2.5 kg Vs 

200g), causing substantial damage when combined with the gas canisters stored on the premises. One other 

IED incident this week was conducted as part of an enduring tribal conflict between the al-Beit and the Hamdani 

tribes. A crudely-made IED, reportedly consisting of approximately 500g of explosive material, detonated outside 

a coffee shop in Abu al-Khasib early on February 2; the incident caused damage to the premises but no 

casualties. The remainder of reporting from the city was otherwise characterised by ISF-led arrest operations 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

03 February 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [14]                                             garda.com/ips 

 

which remain concentrated on illegal workers, criminal activity and those in possession of narcotics and illegally 

held weapons and munitions in the less affluent neighbourhoods of Basra and Zubayr.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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Middle East 
International Protective Services Headquarters 
Office 2502, Tower 2, Currency House  
DIFC, PO Box 482069  
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 
United States 
1101 Wilson Boulevard 
Suite 1725 
Arlington, VA, 22209 
United States 
 
UK 
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th
 Floor 

1, London Bridge 
London 
SE1 9BG 
 
Europe 
37-39 rue des Deux Eglises 
1000 Brussels 
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