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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook 
 

 In the short term, reporting from Iraq will likely be dominated by political issues, focused on the ongoing 

‘negotiations’ between Baghdad and Erbil to resolve their differences following last years’ referendum and the 

political maneuverings as Iraqi parties position themselves for campaigning ahead of the May 12 elections.  

 

 Islamic State’s activity will continue to dominate security reporting with the focus on the potential resurgence of 

an insurgent campaign in the areas of northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear 

remaining IS pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and 

along the Syrian border.  

 

 While a significant IS resurgence is unlikely to occur in the short term, the group is likely undergoing a period 

of realignment into a more cellular asymmetric structure. The returning focus on terrorist activity may be a pre-

cursor for high-profile attacks in Baghdad, as seen on January 15 when a double suicide bombing targeted 

civilians in the city centre. However, these have remained sporadic so far, constrained by security footprint, 

particularly in Baghdad city. Going forwards, the ability to stage high-profile attacks at shorter intervals would 

be an indicator of terrorist networks’ capability. IS has expressed the intent to increase tempo of operations in 

the attempt to influence the pre-election period, though their ability to sustain a campaign of high-profile 

attacks remains in question. 

 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed territories 

occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only over limited 

territorial objectives of economic significance. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and provocation have 

been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala; Baghdad and Erbil also remain in a ‘standoff’ over 

Baghdad’s demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey in northern Dohuk province. While 

international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain entrenched in the political positions. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 The outlook for the medium to long-term remains difficult to assess due to a number of factors, including the 

outcome of parliamentary elections, the timeframe to form a new government and the resolution of the 

outstanding issues between Baghdad and the Kurdish region. The issues of an enduring US presence in Iraq 

and the future role of the PMUs also remain a major question.  

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the country, 

it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points between 

radical Sunni elements and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western Kirkuk.  

 

 From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, which in turn is 

connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in Syria. There is however 

little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to a terrorist asymmetric model in an 

attempt to reinvigorate itself.  

   

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern provinces in general. Long-term tensions are also likely to be driven by the return of Shia 

militia factions likely expecting material and social rewards for the contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

US military presence in Iraq continues to raise controversy  
Prime Minister al-Abadi said on February 6 Iraq is planning to gradually cut the number of foreign troops 

operating within the US-led coalition, but he stressed Iraq still needs international efforts as IS continue to 

operate in Syria posing threat to Iraqi borders. The Iraqi government spokesman said earlier on February 5 US 

forces have begun reducing their numbers in Iraq after Iraqi authorities declared victory over Islamic State. On 

the other hand, the international coalition’s official statement highlighted on Friday 5 that following the liberation 

of Mosul, the coalition will shift its focus in Iraq from combat operations to training and sustaining military gains. 

Meanwhile, major Iraqi Shia Popular Mobilisation groups reiterated calls for all US forces to leave Iraq, opposing 

plans to retain some in training and advisory roles. 

 

ISF launch clearance operations in disputed Tuz Khourmatu 
Iraqi Security Forces supported by the Popular Mobilisation have launched a military operation in search of 

insurgent cells operating in Tuz Khourmatu district, Salah al-Din province, on February 7. The operation was 

seemingly conducted in coordination with Kurdish forces. Meanwhile, state-run media claimed more than 3,800 

internally displaced Iraqi families have so far returned to Tuz. On the other hand, some 8,000 Kurdish families 

from the district still reside within the Kurdistan Region, according to Kurdish media. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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LATEST DEVELOPMENTS  

Political 
 
Iraqi PM comments on plans to cut the number of coalition troops 

The Iraqi government spokesman said on February 5 that US forces have begun reducing their numbers in Iraq 

after Iraqi authorities declared victory over Islamic State (IS). Prime Minister al-Abadi also said on February 6 

Iraq is planning to gradually cut the number of foreign troops operating within the US-led coalition. In his weekly 

news conference, PM Abadi said, however, that "Iraq still needs international efforts" stressing that IS continue 

to operate in Syria posing threat to Iraqi borders. "We need a massive air cover to monitor the desert areas and 

borders with Syria to avert any terrorist moves," Abadi said, noting that "Iraqi forces are still working on a daily 

basis to comb and clear many areas and search for terrorist cells".  

 

Meanwhile, the Pentagon spokesman, Eric Pahon, said in a recent interview with Washington Examiner: “We are 

not signalling any significant drawdown in Iraq at this time. We are shifting our focus from combat operations to 

training operations in order to ensure the lasting defeat” of IS. He also stressed that future changes would be 

"conditions-based, proportional to the need and in coordination with the government of Iraq". The Combined 

Joint Task Force Operation Inherent Resolve (CJTF-OIR) official statement highlighted on Friday 5 that following 

the liberation of Mosul, the coalition will shift its focus in Iraq from combat operations to sustaining military gains 

against the Islamic State. "Although OIR's force composition may change over time to ensure we have the best 

forces on hand for the task, we will retain an appropriate amount of capabilities as well as an advisory presence 

to continue training, advising and equipping our partners in the continued fight against [IS], all with the approval 

of the government of Iraq” said CJTF-OIR director of operations, US Army Brig. Gen. Jonathan Braga.  

 

Major Popular Mobilisation groups urge full US withdrawal 

Two Iraqi Shia Popular Mobilisation (PMU) groups reiterated calls for all US forces to leave Iraq, opposing plans 

by Baghdad and Washington to retain some in training and advisory roles, Reuters reported on February 6. The 

Badr Organization, a group with a Minister of Interior in PM Abadi’s government, said any remaining US troops 

would be a cause of instability. “The two governments should coordinate to ensure a full withdrawal. US 

presence will be cause for internal polarization and a magnet for terrorists,” Badr spokesman Kareem Nuri said. 

Kata’ib Hezbollah group repeated warnings over possible attacks on US forces. “We are serious about getting 

the Americans out, using the force of arms because the Americans don’t understand any other language,” its 

spokesman, Jaafar al-Husseini, told Beirut-based al-Mayadeen TV on February 6. An unnamed US official in 

Baghdad was quoted saying in response: “We take anything that sounds like a threat from anyone against 

Americans seriously.” He added “There’s not that many of us here and we are all operating within Iraqi military 

bases. A lot of this is frankly just political posturing and trying to take advantage of stories in the press to make 

broader political points,” he said.  

 

Media speculate Nouri al-Maliki may not seek premiership after elections  

Sources close to former prime minister Nouri al-Maliki have reportedly stated that Maliki is no longer interested in 

regaining the premiership, a report in the Abu Dhabi based ‘The National’ has claimed. The report said that 

although Maliki would be the prime ministerial candidate should his State of Law (SoL) party gain the most seats 

in the May elections, Maliki has told close aides that he is not interested in regaining the post. The article cited a 

Dawa party member close to the former prime minister and another senior political figure close to the 

government, without disclosing their identities. Both sources claimed that Maliki has repeatedly said in private 

conversations that he does not want to be prime minister again and that he is only heading the SoL list to give it 

the best chance in the elections.  

 

Iraqi parliament calls for provincial council election date to be set 

The Iraqi parliament has called on the Council of Ministers to set a date for provincial council elections despite 

repeated calls for them to be postponed, Erbil-based Rudaw TV reported. “Considering the logistical difficulties 
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and the circumstances of some provinces, and to provide citizens the chance to exercise their constitutional right 

in elections, the parliament is calling on the Council of Ministers to set a date for provincial council elections,” 

read a statement published by the Iraqi parliament on February 5. The parliament called provincial elections to 

be held no later than December 2018. Sunni parties, however, have called for vote to be postponed due to the 

scale of displacement in areas formerly occupied by IS.  

 

Three Kurdish MPs suspended for disrupting parliamentary budget debate 

The Iraqi parliament has suspended three Kurdish MPs for 15 days after they prevented the parliamentary 

financial committee from reading a report covering the draft budget law for 2018 during the session on February 

5. A letter from the office of the Parliament Speaker, Salim al-Jabouri said that the three Kurdish MPs, Masud 

Haider (Gorran), Sirwan Abdulla (KDP) and Shakhawan Abdulla (KDP), would have their parliamentary status 

suspended for 15 days and that they would appear before the committee responsible for overseeing 

parliamentary rules, which could result in further sanctions.  

 

Baghdad still to pay owed public salaries  

Baghdad has yet to pay the overdue salaries of public servants in Iraq’s northern Kurdish region, Nechirvan 

Barzani, the Prime Minister of the Kurdish Regional Government (KRG), reiterated on February 7. Barzani 

refuted earlier assertions by Iraqi officials that salaries owed to health and education ministry employees in the 

Kurdish region had been transferred, insisting the monies had yet to arrive in Erbil. Asked about the region’s 

planned 2018 parliamentary polls, Barzani said: “There are no obstacles as far as I know, but some technical 

issues still must be resolved.” Masoud Haidar, a Kurdish member of Iraq’s parliament and member of the 

assembly’s finance committee, said the central government had issued US $200 million last week for the 

payment of overdue public-sector salaries in the Kurdish region. Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi’s 

administration, however, has cast doubt on this figure, saying the salary disbursements would be based on the 

government’s latest census of civil servants.  

 

KRG, Parliament, Electoral Commission to discuss Kurdish elections date 

The Kurdistan Regional Government, Kurdistan Parliament and Kurdish Independent High Elections and 

Referendum Commission (IHERC) will hold talks on the elections in the Kurdistan Region. IHERC spokesman, 

Shirwan Zirar, told NRT TV that the three sides will meet on February 7 to set a date for the regional presidential 

and parliamentary elections. On December 17, KRG Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani called on the region’s 

parliament to take necessary measures to hold elections in the Kurdistan Region within three months.  

 

Media claim Erbil, Baghdad agreed ‘in principle’ on re-opening airports 

Kurdish officials claimed an agreement has been reached “in principle” to reopen Kurdistan’s airports to 

international traffic, the Erbil-based Rudaw TV reported. "The situation has progressed in some stages with 

Iraq... the re-opening of the airports has finished in principle," Saadi Ahmad Pira, spokesperson for the Patriotic 

Union of Kurdistan (PUK), told Rudaw. "But only the timing has not been set yet," he added. He believes the 

matter will be raised next week by the secretary general of the United Nations when he meets with Iraqi Prime 

Minister Haider al-Abadi in Kuwait during the international donor conference for reconstruction of Iraq post-IS. 

Pira speculated that UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres will urge Abadi to hasten "the opening of the 

airports," highlighting the need to deliver aid to refugees and IDPs and on medical grounds. "By February 28, the 

airports must be opened,” Pira stated. 

Security 
 

NATO reportedly to consider larger Iraq training mission 

Anonymous diplomatic sources claimed the United States will seek to increase pressure on its NATO allies to 

establish a long-term train-and-advise mission in Iraq, as reported by Reuters. US Secretary of Defense, James 

Mattis, has reportedly sent a letter to NATO headquarters in January calling for a formal NATO mission to Iraq 

with a semi-permanent or permanent command to train Iraqi forces, according to five senior NATO diplomats. 
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NATO defense ministers are expected to discuss the US request in Brussels next week, with a possible decision 

at a summit in July. According to the report, the letter suggested developing military academies and a military 

doctrine for the Iraqi defense ministry, diplomats said. Other ideas cited by diplomats include bomb disposal 

training, maintenance of Soviet-era vehicles and medical training. Pentagon spokesman John Michael declined 

to discuss whether such letter was sent to NATO but said: “The administration continues to look for ways allies 

can do more to counter terrorist organizations.” 

 

IS's outlet resumes publication of propaganda in English 

Islamic State (IS) group's news outlet Amaq has resumed publishing statements in English, in addition to Arabic, 

in what appears to be a further sign of IS's media recovery following the fall of Raqqa in October last year. On 

February 7, the group's official Nashir News Agency channels on the messaging app Telegram began posting 

Amaq reports in English. The reports were forwarded from the channel "Nashir News Agency", which is currently 

accessible. It was not clear when the channel was launched but it seems to have been created recently.  

Humanitarian 
 

UNICEF appeals for 17 million USD as Iraq’s reconstruction conference approaches 

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) appealed for 17 million USD to help rebuild Iraq’s health facilities 

on February 7, ahead of an international conference to support the country’s reconstruction due to convene next 

week in Kuwait. The agency said up to 750,000 children are still lacking access to health services in the region 

of Mosul, seven months after Islamic State militants were driven out from the city. Less than 10 percent of health 

facilities in Mosul’s Nineveh province are functioning, and are “stretched to breaking point”, UNICEF said in a 

statement, adding that rehabilitation of clinics and hospitals is key to allowing displaced people to return home.  

 

US may not contribute funds at Iraq reconstruction conference 

The United States may not contribute any funds at the donor conference in Kuwait next week to fund Iraq’s 

reconstruction, US and Western officials suggested as reported by Reuters. “We are not planning to announce 

anything,” a US official said on February 8 regarding financial assistance at the conference, which US Secretary 

of State Rex Tillerson will attend. The official, however, said Tillerson could still decide closer to the time to 

announce a contribution. Washington instead is to encourage private-sector investment and counting on Iraq’s 

Gulf neighbours to contribute as part of a rapprochement with Baghdad. Asked if the US government will be 

making an announcement of contributions at the conference, State Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert 

said, “I‘m not aware of any announcements that we will be making.” “About 2,300 members of the private sector 

will also be joining ... and talk about ways that they can help facilitate the large-scale reconstruction taking place 

in Iraq,” Nauert added.  

 

Human Rights Watch report on abuses against IS relatives 

Officials, camp management, and three international organizations have reported that in early January 2018, 

Iraqi forces forcibly displaced at least 235 families of suspected affiliates of Islamic State in Kirkuk province, 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) reported on February 4. Most have been forced to go to Daquq camp, and a 

smaller number to two other camps in the area. HRW sources claimed, as these families were being displaced, 

groups within the Popular Mobilization Units (PMU) destroyed some of their homes, forced some parents to 

leave children behind, stole some of the families’ livestock, and beat at least three of the men. The manager of 

Daquq camp, 30 km south of Kirkuk, told HRW during a January 23 visit that the camp had received 220 families 

since January 4. All were from villages in the Hawijah area and were brought to Daquq by Iraqi forces because 

they allegedly had IS-affiliated relatives. HRW interviewed 24 people from 19 families, who said they had been 

brought to the camp between January 4 and 9. These families came from 10 villages: al-Dhirban, al-Alwiya al-

Jadida, Garhat Ghazan, Gharifi, Kaysuma, Kifah, Maftool, Maratah, Murabata, and Sayid Hamid. All except one 

person readily admitted that they had relatives who joined IS. They said that when they asked why they were 

being displaced, soldiers told them they were innocent but had to move to the camp because of their IS relatives. 
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Economy 
 

Angolan oil company to resume operations in Nineveh 

Angola’s state oil company Sonangol is to resume operations in Iraq after an improvement in the security 

situation and the retrieval of its assets from Iraqi authorities, the company said in a statement. Sonangol said late 

on February 2 that Iraq’s national concessionaire, North Oil Company, had handed the fields in Najmah and 

Qayyarah, located south of the city of Mosul, over to the Angolan company. Sonangol acquired its 75 percent 

stake in the assets in 2010 but was forced to suspend operations in 2012 due to outbreak of fighting in the 

region. The fields have estimated oil reserves of more than one billion barrels, Sonangol said. “The resumption 

of its concessions ... represents one of the major successes of the current board, if one takes into account the 

commercial potential of the fields,” the company said. 

 

Posting strong 2017 results, DNO plans 50% spending boost in Iraqi Kurdistan 

Norwegian oil and gas operator DNO announced a boost in its investments in the Kurdish Region for 2018 after 

reporting high revenues in late 2017 and having resolved its payment dispute with the Kurdish Regional 

Government (KRG). DNO reportedly tripled its output at the Peshkhabir oil field by the end of 2017 and has 

exported $100 million worth of oil “more than twice the investment to date,” DNO’s Executive Chairman Bijan 

Mossavar-Rahmani said on February 8. “And we have only started to appraise and develop this field which 

continues to surprise to the upside,” he added. DNO plans to drill another six wells in Peshkhabir this year and is 

finalizing plans to drill four additional wells at Tawke field with its partner Genel Energy. DNO reported $347 

million revenues in 2017, up 72 percent from the year before, largely on the back of $116 million made in the 

fourth quarter, “the highest quarterly level in more than three years,” the company stated. It also received 

monthly payments from the KRG totalling $380 million net in 2017, leaving the company closing out the year with 

$30 million net cash compared to a $139 million debt at the end of 2016. Based on the strong 2017 results, DNO 

plans to hike its spending in the Kurdish Region by 50 percent in 2018 to $250 million net. 

 

Iraq to increase military operations along the planned oil export route to Iran 

Iraqi forces are preparing an operation to consolidate control of an area near the Iran border to be used for the 

transit of Iraqi oil, two security officials said on February 5, highlighting concern about mountainous terrain where 

two armed groups are active. The operation to secure the Hamrin mountain range could start this week, they told 

Reuters.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
Reporting from the Kurdish Region was relatively subdued during the week, with few kinetic incidents recorded 

and no major Turkish military operations within the region’s borders. The most notable event was seen in 

Sulaymaniyah Province where several members of an alleged Kurdish-Arab jihadi sleeper cell were reportedly 

killed in a counter-terror operation in Halabja district, near the border with Iran. Kurdish security Asayish claimed 

that group was involved in a recent attack against a security outpost in the Bamo region and have also operated 

across the border, killing three members of the Iranian Revolutionary Guards. Separately, there were several 

protests in Sulaymaniyah province, pointing to the ongoing economic crisis. Demonstration demanding delayed 

payments and denouncing high prices were seen in Halabja and Sulaymaniyah, but there was no indication of a 

coordinated protest action. Truck drivers temporarily blocked the main road in the Hewraman region of Halabja. 

Farmers were demanding delayed payments in Sulaymaniyah. Teachers demonstrated in Sulaymaniyah, calling 

on the federal government to accelerate the auditing process in order to start payments of their delayed wages.  

 

Nineveh Province continues to see clearance operations and intermittent attacks by insurgent pockets. ISF 

operations in search of IS affiliates and criminals are seen recurrently in Mosul and its environs. Multiple criminal 

arrests were also reported with charges including robberies, forgeries, and murder. Of note, local media reported 

an altercation between ISF members and men reportedly affiliated with the Popular Mobilisation (Imam Ali 
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Brigades) outside a police station in Wadi Hajar, west Mosul, following a failed attempt to free three arrested 

group members. 

 

Outside Mosul, the Tigris River Valley south of Mosul remains under lingering influence of insurgent cells, with 

intermittent attacks on civilians and ISF. Up to five IS militants wearing explosive vests were reported killed in the 

Birhevi village near Hammam al-Alil on February 5. Separately, unidentified assailants threw a hand grenade at 

a house of a family related to an IS member in Hammam al-Alil on February 4; no casualties were reported. To 

the north-west, two incidents linked to tensions between local tribes were seen in Zummar and Tal Afar; One 

person was stabbed in a fight between Arab and Jarjari Kurdish residents of Domiz. The are along the border 

with Syria remain restive, with recurring skirmishes and military operations. Up to 17 militants were reported 

killed and four pick-up trucks were destroyed by Iraqi aircraft in the desert areas of west Nineveh; in addition, air 

patrolling revealed insurgent activity in Ba’aj district, seemingly by militants who crossed into Nineveh from Syria.  

 

Reporting from Kirkuk province again focused on the western district of Hawijah. A number of IDF attacks were 

seen during the week in Hawijah town. Numerous finds of legacy explosives, weapons, and ammunition were 

again recorded during the week. On February 4, IEDs detonated at an abandoned house belonging to a local 

council member; one mortar round subsequently targeted the building, but no casualties were reported. Attacks 

on PMU were seen in Riyadh and Rashad. Multiple mortar shells fell on two houses belonging to Popular 

Mobilisation members near Riyadh sub-district. Meanwhile, the Governor of Kirkuk, Rakan Saeed al-Jubouri, 

highlighted the recent spate of thefts and sabotage attempts against electric power transmission lines in Kirkuk 

city during a meeting with a provincial security committee. Also in Kirkuk, a Turkmen university professor, who 

had earlier announced the intention to run in parliamentary elections, was reported killed in a drive-by shooting 

on February 6. 

 

In Salah al-Din province, media attention once again focused on Tuz Khourmatu district where the Iraqi Security 

Forces and PMU have launched a military operation in search of insurgent groups operating in the area on 

February 7, seemingly in coordination with Kurdish forces. While the Erbil-based Rudaw claimed the Kurdish 

forces are tasked with protecting local Kurdish villages, but do not to take part in the fighting, other media outlets 

suggested Kurdish special forces were also involved. Meanwhile, state-run media claimed more than 3,800 

internally displaced Iraqi families have so far returned to Tuz. On the other hand, some 8,000 families still reside 

within the Kurdistan Region, according to Kurdish media. Elsewhere in Salah al-Din, clearing operations and 

low-level incidents were seen around Samarra and Balad. 110 families reportedly returned to their homes in Baiji 

after ISF teams declared the area clear of legacy munitions and IEDs.  
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Reporting from Diyala concentrated on the easternmost areas, on the outskirts of Hamrin Mountains, towards the 

border with Iran. ISF and local PMU forces supported by air assets launched a search for insurgents in Wadi 

Thalab, Imam Ways, al-Nida and Ayn al-Samak, north of Mandali. One insurgent training camp, nine hideouts 

were destroyed; four containers with explosive materials and quantities of munitions were seized. On 5 February, 

two members of the Border Protection Force were wounded and their vehicle was set ablaze in an attack on a 

security outpost in Mandali near the Iranian border. Six members of a Sunni pro-governmental tribal force were 

killed in an attack on the checkpoint near the Hafayir village, south of the Hamrin range. On February 8, gunmen 

opened fire SAF in the marked area of Bakhtiyar village near Khanaqin killing seven people, including five 

members of the Kurdish Zarkoush tribe, and injuring three others. Elsewhere in the province, a mixture of 

criminal incidents and anti-insurgent operations continues to be seen along the Diyala River Valley; there were 

several SAF and IED incidents in the usual hotspots around Muqdadiyah.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

At the beginning of the week, Iraqi troops have announced an operation in the Anbar desert in search of IS 

militants who fled from areas retaken by the army. The Commander of IA Anbar Operations said that army and 

police units, supported by tribal mobilisation forces and border guards focused operations on the desert areas 

along the Iraq-Saudi border. At least 21 suspected militants were reported killed and 11 vehicles were destroyed. 

Two IS hideouts were destroyed and seven suspected insurgents were arrested in a joint security operation in 

the Horan Valley on February 5.  

 

There was one high-profile attack in Ramadi this week, following a long period of reporting dominated by 

medium-impact detonations and raids in search of IS pockets and stockpiles. On February 8, a suicide bomber 

on a motorcycle detonated his SVEST near a security checkpoint in the Sufiya area of Ramadi, near 40th Street. 

One person was killed and 14 more were injured, including a mixture of civilians and military personnel.  

 

As IS legacy devices continue to pose hazard in the province, an IED detonated near the highway in Fallujah on 

February 4, killing three civilians. A legacy IED killed a civilian and wounded two others in the Jazirah area north 

of Ramadi on February 7. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

There were no high-profile attacks in Baghdad city during the week and incidents within the city were 

predominantly low-level and linked to criminal enterprise. The majority of incidents were again seen in the 

eastern parts of the city, in particular, the Shia dominated areas of Shaab and New Baghdad. On February 4, an 

IED detonated in the Zayouna neighbourhood, injuring four civilians. Reporting from western Baghdad was also 

consistent with routine patterns of criminal activity, local conflicts and targeted attacks on civilians, concentrated 

in the south-western neighbourhoods of West Rashid. A university professor was killed when a UVIED detonated 

on his car in the Bayaa district. A hand grenade detonated without casualties outside a house in the Nasir 

neighbourhood, Karkh district, on February 4. The circumstances of the incident (static target, late hours) are 

consistent with the pattern of intimidation in the course of a personal or business dispute; there is no indication 

the device was intended to cause harm to passers-by or disrupt vehicle traffic. As ISF campaign in search of 

illegal weapons continues in the capital, quantities of unlicensed firearms were reportedly confiscated in two 

separate search operations in the Amil and Fadhliyah neighbourhoods.  

 

As usual, reporting outside the city comprised primarily medium-impact IED detonations across the Baghdad 

Belts. IEDs targeting local market areas were seen again in Taji, Shatt al-Taji, Tarmiyah, Husseiniyah, Jisr 

Diyala, Mada’in, Latifiya, Nahrawan, and Abu Ghraib. There were also two roadside detonations targeting 

security patrols. A police colonel and two of his companions were injured by a roadside IED in Saba al-Bour on 

February 4. South of the city, one member of the pro-government Sunni tribal militia was killed and two others 
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were wounded in an IED strike against their patrol in Hawr Rajab, south of Dora, on February 6. All incidents 

were consistent with the patterns of low-level, low-yield IED detonations seen in the area over the past months.  

 

A partial curfew has been imposed in the district of Tarmiyah; the restriction of movement was initiated as ISF 

entered the town hunting a sniper who killed two of their colleagues. Although the perpetrator is still at large, the 

hunt did reportedly lead to a female suicide bomber hiding inside a school building on February 7. The 

Commander of Baghdad Operations, Maj. Gen. Jalil al-Rubaie, stated a female wearing a suicide vest was found 

in the Tal Tasa area of Tarmiyah, allegedly as she was planning attacks in the city; she managed to detonate the 

explosive vest but without causing ISF casualties.  

 

  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

10 February 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [16]                        garda.com/ips 

 

Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

Clearing operations and raids in search of suspected extremist groups’ affiliates and sympathisers continue to be 

seen on northern parts of the region. A cache of munitions and explosives were found during a search operation 

Jibela sub-district, north of Hillah which has been affected by extremist networks from Jurf al-Sakhar and 

Iskandriyah in the past. Elsewhere in the region, local media reported seven militants, who had been arrested in 

Dhi Qar province last year under Article IV (Terrorism), confessed to a number of IS inspired attacks, including 

the killing of an army Intelligence Officer and operations targeting a group of officers in Baghdad. They also 

claimed to have been preparing a bombing campaign for the southern provinces.  

 

Otherwise, events in the southern region continue to reflect a typical pattern of social violence, tribal disputes, 

drug trafficking, protest action and criminal activity. Tribal conflicts were seen in Maysan and Dhi Qar provinces. 

A member of a police force was killed while responding to a tribal fighting in Amara on February 7; nine suspects 

were subsequently arrested. One person was arrested in Nasiriyah city for shooting at a house due to a tribal 

dispute. A man was wounded during fighting between two clans of the Al Hassan tribe in the Karma Bani Saed 

areas of Suq al-Shuyoukh; medium and light weapons were used. Criminal arrests were reported daily from the 

region, with charges including drug trafficking, murder, kidnappings, and armed robberies. A number of criminal 

incidents were reported in Dhi Qar; ISF have tightened security measures in the residential and market areas of 

Rifa'i district in response to the recent spate of robberies. Anti-drug raids resulted in arrests across Maysan, 

Najaf, Basra provinces. Weekly protests demanding political reforms and anti-corruption measures were seen in 
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Baghdad and other major southern cities, including Basra, Nasiriyah, and Diwaniyah, in addition to smaller 

protests over local issues throughout the week.  

 

In Basra province, the week was characterised by criminal activity mainly related to smuggling, robbery and 

drugs supply and use. The remainder of the reporting from the city was otherwise characterised by ISF-led arrest 

operations which remain concentrated on that criminal activity and those in possession of narcotics and illegally 

held weapons and munitions. Acts of intimidation utilising IED’s continue, however since the arrest of four 

individuals last week none of the devices (2) have functioned and their make-up is amateurish and extremely 

crude. Protest activity also endures – with the topics of electricity and employment the uppermost. A peaceful 

gathering of 40 people at the entrance to the West Qurna 1 on February 9 resulted in 20 individuals gaining 

employment (although claims were made initially that none were available), this action resulted in a further 

copycat protest at the DS8 site on the morning of February 10.  

 

After continued calls from the Basra Provincial Council (BPC) and an announcement last week from the Head of 

the Committee on Security and Defence in the House of Representatives, the first real signs of extra support for 

Basra were realised on February 6. A reconnaissance party from the IA’s 9th Armoured Division were witnessed 

in the city scoping the task ahead and looking for suitable bases to mount from.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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