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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook 
 

 In the short term, reporting from Iraq will likely be dominated by political issues, focused on the ongoing 

'negotiations' between Baghdad and Erbil to resolve their differences following last year’s referendum 

and political manoeuvrings as the Iraqi parties position themselves for campaigning ahead of the May 12 

parliamentary elections. 

 

 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence 

of an insurgent campaign in the areas of northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear 

remaining IS pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar 

and along the Syrian border.  We have also seen a significant escalation in IS activity, particularly in 

Kirkuk province, where a marked increase in attacks against ISF has been evident, including the 

February 18 attack on PMF in Hawijah District, during which 27 PMF members were killed. 

 

 While a large-scale IS resurgence is unlikely to occur in the short term, the group is undergoing a period 

of realignment into a more cellular asymmetric structure.  The group’s capability to do this will depend on 

the ability of ISF to switch effectively from a ‘war fighting’ role to one more focused upon counter 

insurgency.  The returning focus on terrorist activity may be a pre-cursor for high-profile attacks in 

Baghdad, as seen on January 15 when a double suicide bombing targeted civilians in the city centre. 

However, these have remained sporadic so far, constrained by security footprint, particularly in Baghdad 

city. Going forwards, the ability to stage high-profile attacks at shorter intervals would be an indicator of 

terrorist capabilities. IS has expressed an intent to increase operational tempo in order to influence the 

pre-election period, though their ability to sustain a campaign of high-profile attacks remains in question. 

 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed 

territories occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only 

over limited territorial objectives of economic significance. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and 

provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala. Baghdad and Erbil also 

remain in a 'standoff' over Baghdad's demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey in 

northern Dohuk province and the forced closure of Kurdistan’s airports to international flights. While 

international mediation is underway, both sides currently remain entrenched in their respective political 

positions. 

Medium to long term outlook  

 

 The outlook for the medium to long-term remains difficult to assess due to a number of factors.  These 

include the outcome of parliamentary elections, the time frame to form a new government and the 

resolution of outstanding issues between Baghdad and the Kurdish region. The issues of an enduring 

US presence in Iraq and the future role of the PMFs also remain a major question. 

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the 

country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni elements and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western 

Kirkuk. 
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 From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, which in turn is 

connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in Syria. There is 

however, little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to an asymmetric 

insurgency model in an attempt to reinvigorate itself. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in 

Basra and the southern provinces in general. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the 

return of Shia militia factions expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign 

against IS. 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

Iraqi parliament approves $88 billion 2018 budget 

Iraq’s parliament has approved the 2018 budget on March 3, but, as expected, Kurdish MPs boycotted the vote 

over their region’s allocation.  The budget of 104 trillion Iraqi dinars ($88 billion) is based on projected oil exports 

of 3.8 million barrels per day (bpd) at a price of $46 and envisions government revenues of 91.64 trillion dinars 

($77.6 billion). The projected 3.8 million bpd exports include a 250,000 bpd contribution from Iraq’s semi-

autonomous Kurdistan region.   

 

Iraqi Shia militias formally integrated into security forces 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has issued a decree to formally integrate the Shia-dominated Popular 

Mobilisation Forces (PMF) into the country’s security forces.  Members of the PMF will receive salaries 

equivalent to those acquired by the members of the military and will also gain access to military institutes and 

colleges, the official website of the prime minister said on 8 March.  It has also determined a supreme chief and 

two deputies for the PMF, whose official titles, along with other PMF members, and “are to be named by the 

supreme commander of the country's armed forces in accordance with specific requirements such as age, 

educational level, and legal security”. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Qadisiyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra 
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Political 
 
Iraq seizes property of Saddam, family, officials 

Iraq’s Accountability and Justice (AJ) has ordered the seizure of assets belonging to late dictator Saddam 

Hussein, his children, grandchildren, relatives and officials of his regime. The lists of names include 4,257 

persons of Saddam-era relatives and officials to “confiscate their property both movable and immovable assets, 

with the revenues being sent to the Ministry of Finance” according to a statement issued on 5 March by the AJ, 

which replaced the De-Baathification Authority.  The lists also included Saddam’s secretary Abd Hamid 

Mahmoud al-Khattab al-Tikriti, aka Abd Hammoud, said the statement according to Al-Sumaria News website. 

Last August, President Fuad Masum ratified a law on the seizure and confiscation of property and funds of 

Saddam’s regime after the parliament had passed it in accordance with the constitution. Those involved in the 

seizure lists can challenge the AJ order before a committee formed by the cabinet to determine the fate of the 

confiscated funds, the statement said, adding that the measures comply with Law 72 of 2017. 

 

Director of Erbil Airport claims KRG could suspend domestic flights  

A Kurdistan 24 press quoted Talar Faiq, the Director-General of Erbil International Airport (EIA) as saying that 

the KRG could suspend domestic flights between the Kurdistan Region’s airports and the rest of Iraq due to 

financial issues and Baghdad’s international flight ban.  “Since the Iraqi government’s ban went into effect late 

September 2017, Iraqi Airways has not paid for its landings at the EIA [for flights originating from Baghdad and 

other Iraqi airports],” Faiq said.  “Baghdad owes the EIA an amount of 37 million USD for landing at the airport,” 

the Director-General added.  The EIA had previously warned that Baghdad’s ongoing embargo on the airports in 

the Region might lead to the suspension of domestic flights, as the expenditure at the local airports would be 

higher than the revenues generated. It would be difficult to handle its $2.3 million monthly expenses which 

include employee salaries, allowances, fuel, utilities, electricity, cleaning, and maintenance due to decreased 

income following the international flight ban,” the EIA said in a statement.  “The flight ban also forces the EIA to 

suspend contracts with French and German companies worth USD 35 million [to renovate and expand the 

airport],” the statement added.   

 

Iraqi PM says KR-I airports may open before Kurdish New Year 

The Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al Abadi announced in a press conference that the international airport in the 

Kurdistan region might be opened before March 21, when the Kurds celebrate the Kurdish New Year.  Moreover, 

he stated that Baghdad may send the salaries of employees of the Kurdish government before that date.   “We 

are making good progress in our talks with the authorities in Iraqi Kurdistan,” Abadi reportedly said.  “Once all 

border-crossings in Kurdistan region are brought under federal jurisdiction, we will pay the salaries of state 

employees and lift the ban on international flights to the region. I hope we can do this by March 21”.  The news 

was not confirmed by Kurdish officials, although K24, a Kurdish news outlet reported that airports will soon open 

following a visit of the Kurdish security head Masrour Barzani to Washington.   

 

Britain: We are committed to supporting Iraq until the full elimination of IS  

Britain has confirmed its full commitment to support Iraq until the elimination of IS terrorist organization fully and 

definitively.  "British forces will not stop their operations until the final elimination of this terrorist organization," 

British Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson told reporters after meeting his Iraqi counterpart Irfan al-Hayali on 

March 6.  "Although the terrorist organization has lost control of large areas, its threat to the security of Britain 

and other countries remains," he said, adding that is why the British fighter jets continue to strike the 

organization's strongholds in Iraq and Syria.  “In the past three weeks, British planes have destroyed armoured 

vehicles and supply lines as well as weapons stores, Williamson said.  The British Defence Minister said "among 

the operations, an operation carried out last Saturday and led to the destruction of four buildings belonging to the 

Daesh "terrorist organization, close to the Syrian border area.  He pointed out that since 2014 British fighter jets 

carried out more than 1,700 air strikes in Iraq and Syria.  On March 5, Iraqi Defence Minister Irfan Mahmoud al-

Hayali arrived in London, heading a delegation of senior officers of the Defence Ministry, at the invitation of his 

British counterpart, Gavin Williamson.  The visit aims to discuss increasing the assistance provided by the British 
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government in the areas of training and armament and reconstruction of our military capabilities and that this visit 

comes within the framework of joint cooperation between Iraq and Britain in the military field as Britain is an 

effective partner in the fight against terrorism. 

Security 
 

Iraqi Shia militias formally integrated into security forces 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has issued a decree to formally integrate the Shia-dominated Popular 

Mobilisation Forces (PMF) into the country’s security forces.  Members of the PMF will receive salaries 

equivalent to those acquired by the members of the military and will also gain access to military institutes and 

colleges, the official website of the prime minister said on 8 March.  It has also determined a supreme chief and 

two deputies for the PMF, whose official titles, along with other PMF members, and “are to be named by the 

supreme commander of the country's armed forces in accordance with specific requirements such as age, 

educational level, and legal security”. The PMF was formed in June 2014 upon a call by the country’s top Shia 

cleric Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani days after IS group took over large swathes of territory in northern and western Iraq. 

Since then, the PMF has been battling IS along with the Iraqi army forces.   

 

Al-Abadi stresses the importance of cooperation with NATO to combat terrorism 

Al-Abadi met with NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg in Baghdad on March 5, stressing the importance 

of cooperation with NATO to combat terrorism, the press office of the Prime Minister said in a statement. Al-

Abadi added that "what we have achieved of the great and real victory on Daesh gangs must be maintained and 

eliminate the ideological presence of terrorism and continue to pursue it, indicating that cooperation between 

Iraq and NATO is important in this area".  For his part, Stoltenberg said that the meeting with PM Haider Abadi 

was very fruitful, adding: "We are proud of the Iraqi victory over Daesh, which is a victory for the whole world. 

Stoltenberg also said the alliance’s forces will continue training Iraqi soldiers, despite calls from Iraqi lawmakers 

for foreign troops to withdraw from the country.  "We are here because Iraq wants us to be here, we are not here 

without the consent and without an invitation from Iraq" Stoltenberg said.  "We should not stay longer than 

necessary, we will train the trainers as long as necessary to make sure [IS] does not re-emerge,” he explained. 

 

Turkey to launch cross-border operation on PKK in Iraq 

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu has stated to press that Turkey will launch a cross-border operation 

against Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) positions in northern Iraq, according to press reports yesterday (March 

08).  Cavusoglu said that Turkey would announce the end of Operation “Olive Branch”, the name given to 

Turkey’s assault on the Peoples Protection Units (YPG) in Afrin in Syria, in May.  Following this “There will be a 

cross-border operation in Iraq and there should be” Cavusoglu said.  The minister stated that the operation will 

be launched after the parliamentary elections in Iraq on 12 May.  He added that there was consensus between 

Ankara and Baghdad on the offensive.   

 

Iraq condemns ex-Al-Qaeda leader’s sister to death 

Iraq’s Central Criminal Court has sentenced to death the sister of the former Al-Qaeda leader in Iraq Abu Omar 

al-Baghdadi on terrorism charges.  “The defendant confessed that she belonged to terrorist organisations and 

that she used to provide them with logistics, help them carry out criminal acts, and distributed cash money to the 

organisation members in Mosul”, judiciary spokesman Abdul-Sattar al-Bayraqdar said in a statement.  The death 

sentence was issued in accordance with the counter-terrorism law, he added. 

Humanitarian 
 

More than 2.3 million still displaced in Iraq 

On March 9, the International Organization for Migration (IOM), United Nations Migration Agency in Iraq 

launched an appeal for funding to assist internally displaced persons (IDPs) and returnees.  They estimate that 

there is currently more than 2.3 million displaced and 3.5 million that have returned to their place of origin 

requiring assistance.  “Across the country, Iraqis continue to be affected by the impact of the recent conflict, and 
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require immediate support,” said IOM Iraq Chief of Mission Gerard Waite. “The requested funding is essential to 

provide continued humanitarian assistance for the displaced, and to support returnees to restore social, health, 

housing and community infrastructure so they are able to restart their lives.”  According to IOM Iraq’s 

Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), an estimated 2,317,698 people continue to be displaced, and 3,511,602 

people have returned since the beginning of the conflict in January 2014. Returns of displaced people to their 

area of origin currently exceed 100,000 per month.  Of the 2.3 million displaced, more than 631,000 live in 

camps, and nearly 260,000 live in critical shelter arrangements, such as informal settlements, unfinished 

buildings, religious and school buildings. 

 

Iraqi council asks public officials to return to Sinjar 

Nineveh Governorate Council decided at a meeting on March 7 that local officials who fled Sinjar last October 

should return to the town to help restore order according to press reporting.  Sinjar comprises a town and area 

within Nineveh Governorate whose status is disputed by the Kurdistan Regional and federal governments. Until 

last October, officials appointed by the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), the senior partner in the Kurdistan 

Regional Government (KRG), had been running local affairs.  But many local officials fled when federal forces 

took control of disputed areas in mid-October, reportedly fearing for their lives.  The decision was taken at a 

regular governorate council meeting in the presence of Sinjar Mayor Mahma Khalil and the head of the local 

council in Sinjar, both of whom left in October.  According to the reports, the meeting also discussed security and 

administration in the area, punishing those who attempt to assume the roles of local authorities, and the need for 

displaced people to return.  Local bodies are currently running affairs in Sinjar with the support of various groups 

affiliated with the Turkish Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK). A number of new parties have also been formed and 

there are some calls for autonomy.  Speaking to the KDP website, Mayor Khalil said the council had decided that 

"the legitimate administration, which is us" should return to work within 15 days.  Khalil said he had asked the 

Ninawa governor to implement the council's decisions to restore "legitimacy" to Sinjar.  The council also asked 

for the Sihela-Zummar-Rabia-Sinjar road to the Kurdistan Region to be reopened. 

Economy 
 

Iraqi parliament approves $88 billion 2018 budget 

Iraq’s parliament has approved the 2018 budget on March 3, but, as expected, Kurdish MPs boycotted the vote 

over their region’s allocation.  The budget of 104 trillion Iraqi dinars ($88 billion) is based on projected oil exports 

of 3.8 million barrels per day (bpd) at a price of $46 and envisions government revenues of 91.64 trillion dinars 

($77.6 billion). The projected 3.8 million bpd exports include a 250,000 bpd contribution from Iraq’s semi-

autonomous Kurdistan region.  Kurdish MPs boycotted an Iraqi parliament session that approved the country's 

2018 budget because it reduced the autonomous Kurdistan Region's share from 17 per cent down to 12.67 per 

cent, Kurdish media said on 3 March.   

 

Kurdish prime minister rejects Iraq's 2018 budget 

The prime minister of Iraq's Kurdistan Region has stated that his government in Erbil rejects the 2018 national 

budget passed by the central Iraqi parliament because it cuts the Kurdish region's share of the national budget 

from 17 per cent to 12.67 per cent.  The Iraqi parliament in Baghdad on March 3 endorsed the country's 2018 

budget but Kurdish MPs boycotted the session, citing the Kurdish share cuts.  "Our position is clear and it is the 

same as the stance of the Kurdish [parliamentary] blocs in Baghdad that rejected the budget," Kurdistan 

Regional Government (KRG) Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani said in a news conference in Erbil on March 4.  

"With the budget share determined for us, we cannot pay salaries to public servants even with the savings 

scheme," a KRG austerity measure that has cut by half monthly salaries of public sector employees. Payment of 

the reduced salaries is already months in arrears.  Asked whether or not the Kurds would withdraw from the 

political process in Iraq as suggested by several senior Kurdish MPs in the Iraqi parliament, he said: "We will 

continue in Baghdad and our ongoing participation is to attain the interests of the Kurdistan Region".  He 

criticised US State Department statements that had said that Washington's policies are aimed at seeing a 
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"strong KRG" within a unified Iraq, saying he doubts that he is now leading a “strong” Kurdish regiona l 

government in Erbil after the budget cuts.   

 

Kurds debate pulling out of Iraqi politics over budget disputes 

Kurdish MPs in the Iraqi federal parliament have discussed withdrawing from the political process in Baghdad, 

after the parliament endorsed the country's 2018 budget that cut the Kurdish share from 17 per cent to 12.67 per 

cent, Kurdish media said on 4 March. The suggestions for a Kurdish exit from Iraqi national politics have mainly 

come from Kurdish MPs in the Iraqi parliament. In contrast, the Kurdish region’s Prime Minister Nechirvan 

Barzani, who opposes the budget cut, has made it clear that the regional government in Erbil would continue to 

be part of the political process in Baghdad to preserve Kurdish interests.  Iraqi Kurdish MP from the Kurdistan 

Democratic Party (KDP), Shakhawan Abdulla on the same day said that "the Kurdish political leadership is now 

debating whether or not to withdraw completely from the political process in Iraq after the Iraqi parliament 

approved the 2018 budget without the Kurds”.  "In addition to the budget issue, disputes over Kirkuk make up the 

other factors behind Kurds debating withdrawal from the political process in Iraq," Abdulla said.  However, some 

Iraqi Kurdish MPs have come out against such suggestions, which have been made mainly by KDP MPs and the 

allied Kurdistan Islamic Union (KIG) in Baghdad 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Although there were again protests reported in the KR-I this week, they were not political in nature, however the 

risk of further civil unrest, particularly in Sulaymaniyah, over the impact of the financial crisis in the KR-I remains 

extant.  A number of civil rights activists conducted a peaceful demonstration in front of the Erbil Courthouse for 

a second day on March 4. The focus of the protest was apparently video footage that was released that showed 

Erbil Police arresting a number of individuals at a brothel in an unspecified area of Erbil.  The video allegedly 

showed two policemen assaulting and humiliating a number of women during these events.  In a statement, civil 

rights activists called on the KRG and international human rights organizations to take action against the 

policemen’s controversial conduct. Meanwhile, dozens of Kurdish farmers protested in front of the Office of the 

Iraqi Council of Representatives in Erbil this week, demanding outstanding government subsidy payments, and 

Kurdish teachers resumed protest action against the delay of salaries and austerity measures taken by the 

Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) over the last two years.  Striking teachers reportedly gathered in front of 

the Education Directorate in Sulaymaniyah, chanting slogans such as, “Enough of stealing oil and the country’s 

revenue”. 

 

In terms of security incidents, the reporting period has been dominated by a second attack against Iranian 

Kurdish separatists within the borders of Kurdistan.  Reports indicate that a ‘commander’ of the Kurdistan 
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Democratic Party (HDK / PDK), was assassinated on the night of March 6 in an area between Shkarta and 

Balisan in Sulaymaniyah. Qadir Qadiri was found dead in the village of Hartal in Sulaymaniyah Province after 

being shot around 20 times.  A member of his group told press that "We hold the Islamic Republic of Iran and its 

mercenaries responsible for the assassination of our brave comrade".   

 

Nineveh province has seen continued IS-related attacks this week. According to Nineveh Operations 

Commander Najm al-Jabouri, Prime Minister Haidar al-Abadi has said that 12,000 extra Federal Police will be 

deployed to Nineveh Governorate in order to boost security in the region and enable more robust action against 

IS residual sleeper cells in Mosul and the surrounding region.  Meanwhile, during his recent visit to Baghdad, the 

Chief of Staff of the Turkish army Akar Khulousi offered to withdraw Turkish troops in Bashiqa Camp in northern 

Nineveh province and deploy a number of advisers in their place.  The offer was made during talks with the Iraqi 

government concerning military and security cooperation and the fight against insurgent activity that was 

destabilising the border between the two countries.  Kholousi said the advisors would be responsible for training 

the local police forces in Nineveh.   

 

The areas of Tal Asfuk, Qayyarah and the western desert areas along the border with Syria remain a hotspot for 

IS activity, with reports this week indicating that the PMF had resorted to artillery bombardments onto suspected 

IS positions in Tal Asfuk while ISF artillery and US-led coalition warplanes were reported to have launched 

strikes in Qayyarah to the south of Mosul City.  Meanwhile, ISF are continuing their sweep and clear operations 

in Mosul, with a number of arrests of suspected IS members and the recovery of weapons caches continuing to 

be reported almost daily.  However, Hossam al-Abbar, a member of the Nineveh Province Council, stated that 

senior IS members were still hiding in underground tunnels in the western regions of Mosul, adding that because 

of the nature of the terrain in that area, the tunnels were difficult to detect.   

 

Salah-al-Din province remains active, with Tuz Khourmatu remaining an area of concern.  On March 4, a first 

Lieutenant attached to the 2nd Bde, MOI Emergency Response Division was reported to have been 

assassinated in the early hours of the morning at an unspecified location in Tuz Khourmatu and three truck 

drivers from southern Iraq were kidnapped by unknown armed men on the Khadhar Wali road east of the town.  

ISF have launched at least two operations this week in an attempt to combat the threat from IS and the dissident 

Kurdish militia known as The White Flags, both in the Mount Makhoul region and further to the west in Samara, 

where PMF, supported by coalition warplanes, launched fire missions against several suspected IS positions in 

the al-Huwayjat area, northeast of Samarra.   

 

IS activity in western Kirkuk province has been slightly down compared to previous weeks, with a number of ISF 

operations launched among growing press speculation that IS was reorganising and redeploying into previously 

held areas such as Hawijah and Altun Kubri.  This week, in what appears to be a concerted step up in counter-

terrorist operations in the province, an intelligence-driven operation saw PMF killing nine IS militants including 

three suicide bombers wearing explosive belts in the al-Aziziyah area of Taza sub-district, south of Kirkuk, and 

joint Police and 11 PMF Bde forces also reportedly clashed with IS insurgents in Gharib village in Abbasiyah 

District, killing at least three terrorists including one of the joint leaders of the Sa'aduniyah massacre on February 

18 (27 PMF killed).  Despite these successes however, on the night of March 5, unidentified individuals shot at 

an ISF post in the Khabbaz Oil field, west of Kirkuk. No casualties were reported 

   

The situation in Kirkuk city itself remains unstable.  This week, a senior official of the PMF in Kirkuk reportedly 

warned Kurdish officials in the city not to fly the Kurdish flag over any public offices during the Nowruz (Kurdish 

New Year) holiday.  Press, quoting a source who wished to remain anonymous, said militiamen of Asaib Ahl al-

Haq, part of the Hashd al-Shaabi (PMF) sent an official statement to the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) office 

in Kirkuk, warning that the Kurdish flag was not to be displayed during the Nowruz holiday or the upcoming 

parliamentary elections. The PUK officials reportedly later visited the governor of Kirkuk Rakan Saeed, to 

express concerns over the issue. 
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Finally, in Diyala province, a mixture of local disputes, criminality and IS related terrorism continues to undermine 

the security situation.  Baqubah has witnessed a roadside IED attack against civilians in central Hebheb su 

district in which one individual was killed and a joint security patrol supporting a PMF search operation clashed 

with IS on the outskirts of Qara Tappa resulting in two ISF wounded and a burnt out police vehicle.  It was also 

reported that on the evening of March 5, a security patrol transferring an IS commander of the so-called 'State of 

Kirkuk' from Balad Ruz, 30 km east of Baqubah to Mandali, was subjected to an ambush laid by IS militants in an 

attempt to free the alleged senior IS figure.  ISF managed to thwart the attack and no casualties were reported.  

Two IS militants wearing explosive-rigged belts were also killed after being surrounded during an operation 

carried in the Hafayr area located within the Hamrin Mountains, northeast of Baqubah.  The kidnap threat in 

Diyala province remains elevated.  A paramedic abducted by alleged by IS militants on March 5 near Imam Wais 

village in the outskirts of Muqdadiyah, north of Baqubah, was reportedly released after a ransom was paid.  It 

was further reported that on the evening of March 7, two custom expeditors were reported to have been 

abducted by alleged IS militants on Route Cheyenne near Albu Awad village in al-Adhaim sub-district, north of 

Baqubah.  ISF later reported that they had recovered the bodies of both victims in the vicinity a few hours later.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

IS activity along the border regions has again been evident this week, with an unusual IED attack against two 

border guard soldiers on the Saudi border, 400km south west of Ramadi.  Troops of the 13th & 18th Brigades of 

the PMF also reportedly started a large-scale clearance operation aimed at eliminating IS sleeper cells in the 

desert areas located between Akashat and Wadi Werij along the Syrian border in western Anbar province, 

assessed to be in direct response to a marked increase in IS attacks from their positions across the border in 

Syria.  PMF units also reportedly clashed with a number of IS militants who had infiltrated into the al-Uwaisat 

region near Ameriyat al Fallujah, killing one suicide attacker while one other managed to detonate his explosives 

vest, no casualties were reported.  Tribal related violence was also reported in Ramadi this week, when an ISF 

unit reportedly exchanged SAF with a group of unidentified gunmen in the centre of the town on March 4.  It was 

stated that the group engaged a police car carrying prisoners to a courthouse in the city.    

 

Finally, Na'im al-Gu'ud, chairman of Al Anbar Governorate Council's Security Committee stated that IS militants 

are still present in the areas of Wadi Hawran, Umm al Waz, and other remote desert areas in Anbar, adding that 

IS also still has “hotbeds” in the liberated districts of Hit, Rawah, and 'Anah and still poses threat to security and 

stability in western Al Anbar Governorate.  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

Once again, no major high-impact attacks have been reported this week, with all IED incidents being low level / 

low yield in nature.  A total of four IED and three UVIED attacks were recorded this week in the city. In an 

unusual attack the 33/11kV Na'iriyah sub-station was slightly damaged in an IED detonation against its fence in 

the New Baghdad area in eastern Baghdad City, although this is not assessed to be IS initiated.  The spate of 

armed robberies in the city appears to be continuing albeit at a slightly lower level than previous weeks, with a 

number of ISF operations being carried out against perpetrators.  In the Shaab area of Adhamiyah District a 

gang of several unidentified gunmen impersonating Iraqi National Intelligence Service (INIS) personnel stole 

more than eighteen million Iraqi dinars in gold jewellery and money in an armed home invasion and a doctor and 

two members of his family were killed in a knife stabbing after unidentified individuals broke into their home in the 

Mashtal area in New Baghdad District, eastern Baghdad.  We have also seen a slight increase in human 

trafficking activity this week.  The arrest of an individual in Doura was reported after he was caught attempting to 

sell a 17-year old girl for 7000 USD, and a human trafficking gang comprising four members was arrested as 

they attempted to sell an 18-year-old girl, also in Dora.     

 

IS activity on the outskirts of Baghdad demonstrate ongoing attempts by IS to infiltrate the capital the wider 

Baghdad belts region with Abu Ghraib to the west of the city continuing to be the focus of low-yield IED attacks. 

Baghdad province has seen constant low-yield IED activity so far in 2018, and this week has been no different 

with IED attacks concentrated on soft civilian targets, with particular focus on shops and markets.  A total of eight 

IED attacks were recorded in the Baghdad belts this week.  Local residents of al-Husseiniya in northern 

Baghdad blocked the Baghdad-Kirkuk Road (Highway 2) for the second day in a row on March 7, in protest over 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

10 March 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [15]                        garda.com/ips 

 

the lack of public services. Finally, three people were killed and four others wounded in tribal clashes that 

erupted in the Mashrou al-Wahda area in Madain, south east of Baghdad.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

The reporting period has seen renewed insurgent activity in the north west of Babil province.  Five IS militants 

and one security member of al-Hashd al-Shaabi (Popular Mobilization Forces) were killed in a failed infiltration 

attempt into al-Owaisat village in Jurf al-Nasr, north of Babil.  This came the day after a security source from the 

Interior Ministry said two IS suicide attackers were killed as the pro-government paramilitary forces thwarted a 

suicide attack, north of Babil.  In addition, a member of the Babil provincial council, Ahlam al-Rashed, stated that 

intelligence reports indicated that the al-Hamia region of Musayyib district, north of Hillah had witnessed an 

increase in IS activity recently saying that a number of IS leaders held several meetings in the region recently. 

Al-Rashed called for "urgent action to cleanse the areas located between the Baghdad southern limits and the 

suburbs north of Hillah”.   

 

In Basra province demonstrations have continued in Basra city over a number of issues but in particular the 

long-running garbage crisis in the province after the Kuwait National Cleaning Company had suspended its 

operations due to non-payment by the Provincial Council.  Meanwhile, the major ISF operation to address the 

crime problem in the province has continued.  On March 4, IA units reportedly searched the Jumariyah and 

Mofwaqyia Districts in Basra and 22 criminal suspects were arrested and a number of illegal firearms were 

confiscated in an ISF operation in the Haritha, Shirish, al-Dayr and al-Huwair areas, north of Basra. The Shatt al 

Arab and old Basra districts were also the scene of ISF arrest operations and Joint Operations Command also 

reportedly arrested 8 suspects in the Abu Al Khasib area (south of Basra City). The area is well known for Sunni 

tribal clans who are often suspected of extremist involvement. 
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The remainder of the southern provinces have seen routine activity including low-level crime and protest action 

over various issues, although notably, in an unusual incident, a trucker was shot and killed in a drive by shooting 

at an unspecified location on Route Bismark, between Aziziyah and Zubaidiyah, north of Kut in Wasit province.  

The driver was reportedly shot while driving his truck, which careered across the highway and into a minibus.  No 

other casualties were reported.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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