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Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 

the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith 

on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is 

made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments 

made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report 

is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook 
 

 In the short term, reporting from Iraq will likely be dominated by political issues, focused on the ongoing 

'negotiations' between Baghdad and Erbil to resolve their differences following last year’s referendum 

and political manoeuvrings as the Iraqi parties position themselves for campaigning ahead of the May 12 

parliamentary elections. 

 

 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence 

of an insurgent campaign in the areas of northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear 

remaining IS pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar 

and along the Syrian border.  We have also seen a significant escalation in IS activity, particularly in 

Kirkuk province, where a marked increase in attacks against ISF has been evident, including the 

February 18 attack on PMF in Hawijah District, during which 27 PMF members were killed. 

 

 While a large-scale IS resurgence is unlikely to occur in the short term, the group is undergoing a period 

of realignment into a more cellular asymmetric structure.  The group’s capability to do this will depend on 

the ability of ISF to switch effectively from a ‘war fighting’ role to one more focused upon counter 

insurgency.  The returning focus on terrorist activity may be a pre-cursor for high-profile attacks in 

Baghdad, as seen on January 15 when a double suicide bombing targeted civilians in the city centre. 

However, these have remained sporadic so far, constrained by security footprint, particularly in Baghdad 

city. Going forwards, the ability to stage high-profile attacks at shorter intervals would be an indicator of 

terrorist capabilities. IS has expressed an intent to increase operational tempo in order to influence the 

pre-election period, though their ability to sustain a campaign of high-profile attacks remains in question. 

 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum and the ISF move into disputed 

territories occupied by Peshmerga. Armed clashes have occurred between Peshmerga and ISF, but only 

over limited territorial objectives of economic significance. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and 

provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala. Baghdad and Erbil also 

remain in a 'standoff' over Baghdad's demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey in 

northern Dohuk province, although relations have thawed somewhat since Baghdad’s decision to allow 

the reopening of the KR-Is airports to international traffic. The KR-I’s reduced share of the 2018 Federal 

Budget remains a sticking point however, as the region struggles to pay its civil servant salaries.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 

 The outlook for the medium to long-term remains difficult to assess due to a number of factors.  These 

include the outcome of parliamentary elections, the time frame to form a new government and the 

resolution of outstanding issues between Baghdad and the Kurdish region. The issues of an enduring 

US presence in Iraq and the future role of the PMFs also remain a major question. 

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the 

country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni elements and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh province and western 

Kirkuk. 
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 From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, which in turn is 

connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in Syria. There is 

however, little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to an asymmetric 

insurgency model in an attempt to reinvigorate itself. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in 

Basra and the southern provinces in general. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the 

return of Shia militia factions expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign 

against IS. 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

PM Abadi denies reports on Turkish presence in Sinjar, pledging to curb PKK activity 

Iraqi Army units had been re-deployed to replace fighters of the Kurdistan Workers' Party's (PKK) following their 

withdrawal from the Sinjar region in Nineveh Province. On March 25, media quoted Turkish President Tayyip 

Erdogan as saying that Turkey had begun operations in Sinjar, prompting a wave of media speculations. 

However, Prime Minister Haider al-Abad firmly "rejected any violation by Turkey". After a telephone call with 

Turkish PM, Binali Yildirim, Iraqi PM said he and PM Yildirim understood that there "is no agreement" between 

the Iraqi and Turkish governments regarding operations in Iraq. PM al-Abadi added that his government will not 

allow "any authority or official" in Iraq to use its territory and resources to attack any neighbouring country. 

 

Anti-austerity protests continue in KRI amid concerns over the use of force 
Anti-austerity protests have continued throughout the week in the Kurdish Region. On March 29, the regional 

Kurdish government announced it would revise the saving scheme but the striking civil servants rejected the 

revisions, declaring protests would continue until the entire system is cancelled. Meanwhile, Kurdish media 

outlets were reporting multiple cases on the heavy security forces’ response to protests. UN Assistance Mission 

for Iraq (UNAMI) also expressed concerns about reports of security forces using excessive force against 

demonstrators. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

Iraqi president endorses public budget 

Iraqi President Fuad Masum has endorsed the 2018 Iraqi budget. “The president of the republic has sent the 

budget bill to the Justice Ministry to be published in the official gazette," the chief of the presidential staff said on 

March 29. Al-Ittijah channel quoted the presidency as saying that the move reflects its "keenness on the public 

interest despite its reservations on the bill". Masum refused to approve the bill on March 13, stressing that it 

contained "legal, constitutional and financial violations that should be amended". For his part, Prime Minister 

Haider al-Abadi underplayed the importance of the president’s refusal, stressing that “nobody has the right to 

suspend the 2018 national budget law after it was approved by the parliament”.  

 

Iraqi parties agree on 'ethics code' ahead of elections 

Representatives of Iraq's political coalitions have reportedly agreed on an "ethics code", the Electoral Charter of 

Honour, which enshrines principles to govern the coming elections, ranging from media freedoms to respecting 

different sects and religions. The code, which was prepared under the auspices of the United Nations, is set to 

govern the parliamentary elections slated for May 12. On March 29, the UN representative in Iraq welcomed Iraqi 

parties signing the charter, saying it “is essential to conducting the elections in a free, fair, impartial, transparent 

and credible manner.” Jan Kubiš called on all parties and media to abide by the guidelines outlined in the charter 

as the document promotes respect for democratic rights and free competition while “condemning any sectarian 

or ethnic discourse that targets any of the Iraqi people.”  

 

Over six hundred electoral candidates summoned for background probe 

Iraq’s Accountability and Justice Commission (AJC) continues to screen dozens of candidates for the upcoming 

May elections. “The Commission summoned 620 candidates to clarify and confirm some restrictions and 

information concerning their personal record, including former Defence Minister Khaled al-Obaidi,” AJC member 

Faris Bakoo said. In an interview for Asharq al-Awsat, Bakoo said he sought to calm down rising fear on 

summoning candidates.  “It does not necessarily mean removing the candidate from the race—but is a regular 

process that has happened before,” he said.  

 

Anti-austerity protests continue in the Kurdish region amid concerns over the use of force 

Anti-austerity protests have continued throughout the week in the Kurdish Region. The protests demand an end 

to the Kurdish government's austerity scheme introduced two years ago in response to a financial crisis in the 

region. On March 29, the regional Kurdish government announced it would abolish the cuts for low-earners and 

ease the limits on higher wages. However, the striking teachers and doctors have rejected the revisions, adding 

protests would continue until the entire system is cancelled. Meanwhile, Kurdish media outlets were reporting 

multiple cases on the heavy security forces’ response to protests in Irbil and Dohuk. In an official statement 

published on March 28, UN Assistance Mission for Iraq expressed concerns about reports of security forces 

using excessive force against demonstrators. UNAMI welcomed the declaration by the Regional Government 

that allegations regarding the incidents would be investigated. 
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Security 
 

Iraq denies reports on Turkish presence in Sinjar; ISF deployed following PKK's withdrawal 

Iraqi Army units had been re-deployed to replace fighters of the Kurdistan Workers' Party's (PKK) following their 

withdrawal from the strategic Sinjar region in Nineveh Province announced on March 23. The Joint Operations 

Command assured that "the security situation in Nineveh, the northern Yazidi town Sinjar and border areas are 

under the control of Iraqi forces". "The 15th Division of the Iraqi Army has been re-deployed in Sinjar and 

controlled the territories and the border between Iraq and Syria. It took over responsibility in all Sinjar, and there 

is neither PKK nor any non-Iraqi units”  

 

On March 25, media quoted Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan as saying that Turkey had begun operations in 

Iraq’s Sinjar region, prompting a wave of media speculations on the possibility of a new Turkish intervention 

across the Iraqi border. However, these reports were categorically refuted by a number of Iraqi officials. The 

Joint Operations Command said no foreign troops had crossed the Iraqi borders into Sinjar. A military 

commander of the Shia-led Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) also denied the presence of any Turkish military 

operations in the region.  

 

PM Abadi rules out Turkey’s operations in Sinjar, pledging to curb PKK activity 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi "rejected any violation by Turkey" of Iraqi territory during a telephone call with his 

Turkish counterpart, Binali Yildirim, on March 26. According to the statement published by PM office, the Iraqi 

PM said he and PM Yildirim understood there "is no agreement" between the Iraqi and Turkish governments 

regarding joint operations in Iraq against PKK elements. According to the statement, Yildirim said Turkey 

respects Iraqi sovereignty and would not take any action against it. During his weekly news conference, PM al-

Abadi reiterated his government will not allow "any authority or official" in Iraq to use its territory and resources to 

attack any neighbouring country. "We cooperate with all countries from the perspective of Iraq's agenda and 

interests. We are not ready to carry out a proxy war," he affirmed. "We have to cooperate in the region to combat 

terrorism," PM added. "There is a precise follow-up of the security situation in the liberated areas in Iraq, and we 

are continuing the purging operations," he said. 

 

PM Abadi says Iraq 'distances itself’ from US-Iranian conflict 

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi said that Baghdad "wants to distance itself from the US-Iranian conflict". 

“Iraq seeks balance in its relations with Washington and Tehran and this policy acts in the best interest of 

Baghdad. We hope that Washington does not withdraw from its nuclear agreement with Tehran,” Abadi said 

during his speech in the Iraq Energy Forum 2018, the website of private al-Sumaria TV reported on March 28. 

Separately, the prime minister noted that although Iraq has large reserves of oil and gas, Baghdad is trying to 

reduce its economic dependence on oil revenues, according to his official website. The energy forum has started 

on March 28 in Baghdad with the participation of Mohammed Barkindo, the secretary-general of the 

Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). 

 

Islamic State propaganda outlet highlights recent ambush-style attacks in Iraq 

Islamic State has focused on the theme of ambush as a warfare tactic throughout the latest edition of its weekly 

newspaper Al-Naba. In the article titled "Road ambushes: coming terror", the paper boasted that tactics used by 

the group prior to its "caliphate" model have recently made a strong comeback in Iraq, but this time with higher 

frequency and more coordination. The paper claimed the group had used "road ambushes" in the country 13 

times between 13 and 28 March, "killing and wounding 97 members of security forces". The article indicated that 

Kirkuk province in northern Iraq had received the majority of such attacks.  
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Humanitarian 
 

425 Iraqi refugees return from Turkey 

Iraq’s Ministry of Displacement and Migration has announced that 425 refugees returned to Iraq from Turkey. 

The refugees were transported by land from Turkey to Dohuk province in Iraq, in coordination with the Iraqi 

Ministry of Transport, ministry official Joanne Mahmoud told Kurdish news website Shafaq on March 30. 

Mahmoud said the refugees had been residing in Akda refugee camp in Turkey and that they will be returned to 

their homes in Nineveh province. She added that the ministry continues its free voluntary return programme to 

bring back Iraqi refugees from neighbouring countries. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Displacement and Migration 

has also announced that the Ministry of Transport has been tasked with returning Iraqi refugees in Turkey to 

Iraq.  

 

Economy 
 

Iraq seeks opportunities to increase oil sales in Asia 

Iraq is studying the possibility of building crude oil storage facilities in South Korea and Japan as part of a plan to 

increase sales to Asian clients, the head of the Iraqi state-oil marketer SOMO, Alaa al-Yasiri, was reported 

saying on March 27. Iraq plans to stop crude loading from the southern Basra port for three to four days in early 

April because of maintenance works, he told reporters, adding that the country will increase sales from its 

storage tanks during this period to make up for the shortfall. Iraq’s crude output should not exceed 4.360 million 

barrels per day in compliance with a deal between oil exporting nations to curb supply in order to lift prices, he 

added. March oil exports won’t exceed 3.426 million bpd, he said. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Demonstrations demanding payment of overdue salaries for public sector employees and denouncing budget 

austerity measures were reported in Dohuk, Erbil and Sulaymaniyah provinces, dominating headlines in the 

Kurdish Region throughout the week. The largest demonstrations were seen in Sulaymaniyah, in line with the 

elevated level of civil unrest risk in the province. Demonstrations were also reported in Erbil, Koya, Akre (Erbil 

province), Zakho, Amadi (Dahuk), Kalar, Halabja, Chamchamal and Ranya (Sulaymaniya). On March 29, the 

regional government issued a statement it would abolish the salary cuts for low-earners and ease the limits on 

higher wages. However, the striking teachers and doctors have rejected the revisions, adding protests would 

continue until the entire system is cancelled. Meanwhile, Turkish military operations against PKK continue in the 

northern outskirts of the region, but no significant escalation has been seen during the week. Airstrikes were 

recorded in the border areas of the region, near Sidikan, Rawanduz (Erbil province), and Amadi (Dahuk).  

 

Reporting from Nineveh once again focused on the current tensions in Sinjar. Iraqi Army units had been re-

deployed to replace fighters of the Kurdistan Workers' Party's following their withdrawal from the region amid 

tensions over Turkey’s military intervention threats (See Security Overview section). Elsewhere in the province, 

media reports suggested five ISF members were killed at a fake checkpoint on the road between Mosul and 
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Rabia, but this was denied by local officials. As security sweeps in the region continue, ISF reported arrests of 

suspected IS members in multiple locations, including Mosul city, Badush, Tal Afar, Rabia, and Qayyara.  

  

Insurgent activity has remained high in Kirkuk province, particularly in areas within the former IS-stronghold of 

Hawijah, several attacks on Popular Mobilisation militants and ISF in the region. Kurdish media reported a 

number of Kurdish families from Daquq have abandoned their homes due to the perceived increase of the IS 

threat, criticising minimal activity of Iraqi forces in the rural areas of the district and their focus on Kirkuk and the 

larger towns of the province. Meanwhile, there were several grenade/IED related incidents reported in Kirkuk city 

during the week, but none resulted in higher casualties.  

 

Reporting in Salah-al-Din province was consistent with routine activity. There were several armed confrontations 

between pro-government forces in Shirqat district. Two soldiers were killed in a clash near Gan'ous on March 26, 

up to 14 insurgents were also killed or injured, highlighting the lingering threat from Islamic State in the district 

and along the Makhmour mountains. Similarly Tuz Khurmatu district, across the Hamrin Feature, remains 

restive. Federal Police confirmed that eight policemen captured during a firefight near Tuz last week were later 

executed by their captors. IS released a gruesome video showing the executions just days after they were 

caught. Little activity was seen in the southern parts of the province where the Federal Police and Popular 

Mobilisation forces launched a number of security sweeps around Samarra. 

 

Diyala province sees regular insurgent activity with IED and SAF attacks reported daily. In west Diyala, at least 

two separate indirect fire (IDF) attacks were reported in Baquba district, near the villages of Khurnabat and 

Buhriz. The historic hotspots along the Diyala River Valley, such as Abu Saida, and Muqdadiya again saw IED 

detonations and attacks on security forces. Beyond the Hamrin Mountains, Saadiyah and Jalawla witnessed a 

spate of attacks with prompted Popular Mobilisation to re-launch clearance operations in the area. Two notable 

attacks targeted community leaders in the Jalawla area. There were also several incidents reported in the 

Adhaim area, north Diyala province, where the Iraqi army artillery engaged suspected IS positions near the 

provincial boundary of Salah al-Din.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

There were no significant changes to the security setting in Anbar Province over the week. Reporting from the 

Falluja-Ramadi corridor was primarily related to legacy explosive devises and clearing operations. A large cache 

was found during a search operation in al-Na'imiyah, south of Fallujah. Two civilians were wounded by an IED 

detonation in their ruined house in Ramadi. North of Ramadi, a hand grenade detonated at a girls’ secondary 

school in Abu Dhiyab, which has seen recurring attacks by insurgent cells in the past months.  

 

In the outlying, desert areas of the province, ISF and allied forces continue efforts to clear legacy explosives and 

IS cells in the region. Popular Mobilisation Forces announced a clearance operation along the Syrian border on 

March 26. ISF operations were reported in Rutbah district, towards the borders with Jordan and Saudi Arabia. 

Illustrating the lingering threat from IEDs, four civilians were killed and five others were injured when a roadside 

IED detonated near Ana on March 28. A secondary device detonated on intervening ISF, killing one ISF officer 

and wounding another.  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

There were no high-profile incidents in Baghdad city over the past week. There were three separate grenade 

incidents reported, but all devices detonated on static targets, without resulting casualties, in line with the pattern 

of intimidation attacks. The remainder of recent reporting in the city has comprised primarily routine criminal 

activity, including murder, kidnappings, armed robberies, extortion, theft, and drug trafficking cases.  

 

Meanwhile, a number of notable demonstrations took place during the week, possibly indicating the intent of 

local interest group to exercise pressure on the government ahead of elections. Dozens protested in the Sab 

'Qsoor area of Adhamiyah district over poor infrastructure. Small protests were seen outside the Ministry of Oil 

and the Ministry of Finance. On March 28, several dozen ISF members held a peaceful protest north of the 

International Zone perimeter, in the vicinity of the IZ Entry Checkpoint 1; they were demanding early retirement 

and benefits due to injuries suffered in service. Hundreds gathered for the weekly protest of the Sadrist Trend in 

Tahrir Square, voicing demands for political reforms. In addition, the protesters also raised the issue of purported 

negligence in relation to the mass killing incidents at Camp Speicher and Saqlawiyah. On March 30, several 

hundred people gathered in Rusafa after Friday prayers, to protest over the planned visit of Saudi Arabia’s 

Crown Prince in Iraq.  
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The peripheries of Baghdad province remain at a risk of recurring terrorist activity, in particular in areas bordering 

with Salah al-Din and Anbar provinces. There were several medium-impact detonations in the Baghdad belts 

area over the reporting period. IEDs targeted local markets in Mushahada (north of Baghdad), Rashid, Arab 

Jabour, Hor Rajab, Mahmoudiya (south of Baghdad). A coffee shop was targeted in Jisr Diyala. A PMU member 

was killed by a UVIED affixed to his vehicle in Mahmudiyah. Caches containing munitions and explosives were 

found in al-Sharifat and the Khudair village south-west of the city, and in Latifiya further south. A number of 

individuals wanted on various criminal charges were arrested in a series of raids across Baghdad province; at 

least two arrests were terrorism-related. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

There were no major hostile incidents in the southern region during the reporting period. However, recurring 

arrests on terrorism charges and finds of cached weaponry highlight the underlying, albeit low, threat of terrorism 

in the region, in particular, the northern parts of Wasit and Babel and outlying desert areas. An IED detonated in 

the vicinity of a Popular Mobilisation checkpoint near Khidhir, Iskandriyah district; four PMF members were 

injured. In Najaf province, the Popular Mobilisation and local police launched an operation in the desert areas 

along the provincial boundaries of Muthanna and Diwaniyah, professedly in search of IS sleeper cells.  

 

There was one grenade attack seen in Dhi Qar province. Unidentified assailants threw a hand grenade at a 

private house in Dawayah village, north of Nasiriyah; one person was injured. There was also one non-fatal 

detonation and one IED find in Basra city. Reporting was again dominated by criminal incidents. Arrests over 

drug smuggling occurred regularly, highlighting the threat from organised criminality across the region. In Basra 

province, the Border Protection Force confronted smugglers near the port of al-Faw, an exchange of gunfire 

ensued.  

 

Demonstrations over employment and local issues were seen in Diwaniyah, Kut, Nasiriyah, Karbala and Najaf. In 

Najaf, protesting owners of brick factories temporary blocked the access road to the airport. Angry residents of 

al-Husainiyah sub-district, north of Kut, reportedly attacked the Electricity Distribution office on March 26, 

protesting over the power privatization project. Demonstrations demanding political reforms and fight against 

corruption were held in Basra, Nasiriya, Diwaniyah on Friday.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
 
 

mailto:informationops@garda.com
mailto:iraq.ram@garda.com
mailto:daniel.matthews@garda.com
mailto:gwinfo@garda.com


   

    
  

 

Middle East 
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