Weekly Iraq .Xplored report
07 April 2018
Prepared by Risk Analysis Team, Iraq
garda.com/ips

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld

Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report
07 April 2018

TABLE OF CONTENTS
TABLE OF CONTENTS .......................................................................................................................................... 2
ACTIVITY M AP .................................................................................................................................................... 3
OUTLOOK ............................................................................................................................................................. 4
Short term outlook ............................................................................................................................................. 4
Medium to long term outlook ............................................................................................................................ 4
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ...................................................................................................................................... 5
Electoral Commission continues preparations for parliamentary polls ...................................................... 5
Turkish operations continue in northern Iraq amid controversies ............................................................... 5
THREAT M ATRIX ................................................................................................................................................ 5
OVERVIEW ............................................................................................................................................................ 6
Political ................................................................................................................................................................ 6
Security ............................................................................................................................................................... 6
Humanitarian ...................................................................................................................................................... 7
Economy ............................................................................................................................................................. 8
WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT .................................................................................................... 9
Countrywide Military/Security Situation .......................................................................................................... 9
ACRONYM LIST ................................................................................................................................................ 14
G ARDAWORLD INFORM ATION SERVICES .............................................................................................. 15
G ARDAWORLD.................................................................................................................................................. 15

Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of
the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith
on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is
made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments
made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report
is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise.

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld

[2]

garda.com/ips

Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report
01 April 2018

ACTIVITY MAP

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld

[3]

garda.com/ips

Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report
07 April 2018

OUTLOOK
Short term outlook


In the short term, reporting from Iraq will likely be dominated by political issues, focused on campaigning
ahead of the May 12 parliamentary elections.



The commemoration of Imam al-Kadhim (11/12 April) will dominate reporting from Baghdad over the
coming week. Millions of worshippers will visit the shrine in Kadhimiyah district with a significant impact
on movement throughout the city. ISF are expected to enact extensive road closures around Kadhimiyah
in the run-up to the commemoration. Although the IS capability to target the capital has been significantly
reduced, the mass movement of Shia worshippers will present an attractive target for extremists.



Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence
of an insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS
pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along the
Syrian border. We have also seen a significant escalation in IS activity in Kirkuk province, where a
marked increase in attacks against ISF has been evident, including the February 18 attack on the
Popular Mobilisation in Hawijah District, during which 27 PMF members were killed.



IS has expressed an intent to increase operational tempo in the pre-election period, though their ability
to sustain a campaign of high-profile attacks remains in question. The returning focus on terrorist activity
may be a pre-cursor for high-profile attacks in Baghdad, last seen on January 15 when a double suicide
bombing targeted civilians in the city centre. These have remained constrained by security footprint, but
high-profile attacks occurring at shorter intervals would be an indicator of terrorist capabilities.



Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation
and provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala. Disagreements remain
over Baghdad's demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey and KR-I’s reduced share of
the 2018 budget as the region struggles to pay its civil servant salaries. Relations have thawed
somewhat since Baghdad’s decision to allow the reopening of the KR-Is airports to international traffic.

Medium to long term outlook


The outlook for the medium to long-term remains difficult to assess due to a number of factors. These
include the outcome of parliamentary elections, the time frame to form a new government and the
resolution of outstanding issues between Baghdad and the Kurdish region. The issues of an enduring
US presence in Iraq and the future role of the PMUs also remain a major question.



In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the
country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points
between radical Sunni elements and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh and western Kirkuk.



From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, which in turn is
connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in Syria. There is
however, little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to an asymmetric
insurgency model in an attempt to reinvigorate itself.
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Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in
Basra and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia
factions expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS.

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
Electoral Commission continues preparations for parliamentary polls
The Iraqi Independent Electoral Commission (IHEC) said that the results of the May 12 parliamentary elections
will be announced within 24 hours of the closure of the polls, using advanced satellite technology. IHEC has
stepped up its efforts to ensure the success of the elections and assured the technology used was comparable
with systems tested in other countries. On April 3, the Electoral Commission announced 51 percent of ballot
cards had been distributed, adding the technical preparations for the voting process have almost been
completed. Also this week, IHEC has requested political parties and candidates taking part in the elections to
remove campaigning materials put up ahead of the official start of the electioneering period next week.

Turkish operations continue in northern Iraq amid controversies
Turkish and Kurdish media were reporting on increased intensity of Turkish operations in the border areas of the
Iraqi Kurdish Region. Turkish aircraft targeted Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) positions in Hakurk and Qandil
regions; airstrikes were reported near Sidikan, Rawanduz and Soran. On April 4, Turkish artillery shelling was
reported in the vicinity of the Faysh Khabour border crossing leading to a closure of the Semalka crossing
between Kurdistan and the majority Syrian Kurdish Rojava region. Turkish artillery also targeted the Sidekan
area of Irbil province forcing civilians from seven villages to leave their homes.
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OVERVIEW
Political
Electoral Commission continues technical preparations for parliamentary polls
The head of election administration in the Iraqi Independent Electoral Commission (IHEC), Riad Badran, said
that the results of the May 12 parliamentary elections will be announced within 24 hours of the closure of the
polls, using advanced satellite technology. Badran added that the IHEC has stepped up its efforts to ensure the
success of the elections and that the technology used was comparable with systems tested in other countries.
He added that the system in place would also make electoral fraud more difficult as the results would be
transmitted over a secure VSAT satellite system to the national centre responsible for collating the results. Also
this week, IHEC has requested political parties and candidates taking part in the elections to remove
campaigning materials put up ahead of the official start of the electioneering period. One of the commissioners
warned against attempts at “tampering with voters' will” and “using twisted and illegal means to handle electronic
ballot papers". For his part, Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has said anyone trading in ballot papers would
face a prison sentence of up to 15 years.
Muqtada al-Sadr urges participation in parliamentary elections to avoid rigging
Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr has urged Iraqis to take part ‘in millions’ in the parliamentary elections scheduled for
May 12. "Going in millions to ballot boxes is the first step to minimise the corrupts’ influence, but this does not
mean that we should not explain their corruption," Sadr said in response to a question posted on his office
website on April 2. Answering another question, he said: "Rigging is likely, and this is why we call for an
independent UN supervision. We also urge the commission to handle ballot boxes with more transparency and
credibility." "Boycott will not decrease rigging, but it will facilitate rigging for them" Sadr said he has not decided
yet which party he was going to support in the elections.
Saudi Arabia denies Crown Prince visit to Iraq
The Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs has denied reports regarding plans for a visit by Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman to Iraq, state-run SPA news agency reported on March 31. The agency quoted "an official source" at
the ministry as denying plans for a visit but "commending bilateral relations between the two countries while
underscoring recent positive developments in these relations in all fields".
Iraqi president reportedly sues Parliament Speaker over budget bill
Iraqi President Fuad Masum has reportedly filed a lawsuit against Parliament Speaker Salim al-Jabouri over
"legal and constitutional violations" included in the 2018 budget bill, according to Iraqi media reports. The lawsuit
is filed before the Federal Supreme Court of Iraq, the highest court in the country. Al-Sumaria TV, Al-Ghad Press
and other websites published a photocopy of what they say was the lawsuit signed off by Masum on April 4.

Security
Millions of Shia to gather in Kadhimiya on April 11-12
The death of the 7th Shi’a Imam, Mousa al-Kadhim, is commemorated on the 25th day of the Muslim month of
Rajab (Wafat Imam Mousa al-Kadhim). In 2018, this will begin in the evening of April 11 and last until sunset of
April 12. The commemoration will centre on the tomb of Imam al-Kadhim in the Shrine of Kadhimayn, in the
north-western Baghdad. This is a major event in Baghdad’s religious calendar, which sees millions of
worshippers visit the shrine in Kadhimiyah district with a significant impact on movement throughout the city. The
Shia Endowment figures released in previous years suggest over 10 million worshippers could visit the Shrine of
Kadhimayn, north-eastern Baghdad, in the week of the event. Local observances are expected to be seen in
major mosques across the Shia areas. ISF are expected to enact extensive road closures around Kadhimiyah
district in the run-up to the commemoration.
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Ministry of Peshmerga denies negotiations over Peshmerga returns to Kirkuk
The Secretary General of the Ministry of Peshmerga, Jabar Yawarm, stated on April 5 there were no official talks
between Irbil and Baghdad over the possibility of Peshmerga redeployments into the disputed areas, NRT TV
reported. Yawar also denied any negotiation in this regard between the Ministry of Peshmerga and Iraqi Ministry
of Defence are taking place. Meanwhile, a leading figure in the PMF Badr Organisation, Karim Nuri, was quoted
as saying the Iraqi and Kurdish governments must first reach a political agreement before the Peshmerga could
return to the disputed areas joining efforts against IS activity. Earlier during the week, Irbil-based Kurdish Rudaw
website reported that the Iraqi government and the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in Irbil might have
agreed for the Kurdish Peshmerga forces to return to Kirkuk due to an IS resurgence in the area.
PM al-Abadi acknowledges IS continue to pose threat
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi said Islamic State in Syria posed a "real danger", speaking at his weekly
press conference on April 1. “Regrettably, Daesh [IS] still has positions inside Syria. It still controls swathes of
territories in Syria. We control all Iraqi-Syrian borders.” He added: “I reassure Iraqis that the security forces
control all areas in Iraq. There are no stable areas for Daesh, but there are latent cells we are working to
eliminate." Abadi said that Iraqi forces had plans to prevent militants from infiltrating into the country.
Six Turkish women sentenced to death in Iraq for joining IS
An Iraqi court has sentenced six Turkish women to death on April 2 after they were found guilty of joining Islamic
State group. The women told the court they had only entered the country to join their husbands fighting for IS.
Since December 2017, the central criminal court has issued a number of sentences against IS women, ranging
from long prison terms to death by hanging. In February the same court sentenced 15 Turkish women to life, as
they claimed to be forced into joining IS. In March, 13 Turkish women were sentenced to death on the same
charge, along with a number of other Azeri and Iraqi women.

Humanitarian
Over 100 Iraqi civilians killed in acts of violence in March
The United Nations Assistance Mission (UNAMI) for Iraq has released the casualty figures recorded for Iraq in
March. A total of 104 Iraqi civilians were killed and another 177 injured in acts of terrorism, violence and armed
conflict in during the month, the statement said. The figures include “ordinary civilians and others who can be
considered civilian at the time of death or injury - police in non-combat function, civil defence, Personal Security
Detail, facilities protection police, and fire department personnel”. The number of civilians killed (not including
police) was 84, while the number of injured (not including police) was 164. Baghdad was the worst affected
province, with 124 civilian casualties (33 killed, 91 injured), followed by Salah al-Din with 12 killed and 26 injured,
and Anbar with 11 killed and 22 injured. UNAMI caveat the figures reported have to be considered as the
absolute minimum, as they are limited in effectively verifying casualties in certain areas.
Over 500 displaced Iraqis return to Anbar
Iraq's Ministry of Migration and Displacement has announced the return of over 500 internally-displaced people
(IDPs) to their home regions in western Anbar province. The ministry said that 152 IDPs have returned from a
refugee camp in Baghdad, while 355 others returned from ministry camps in Fallujah. The Ministry of Transport
assisted in the process, bussing families home with their belongings. Meanwhile in Kirkuk, the governor
announced in a media statement on Mar 30 the return of 150 displaced families to their home areas in Hawijah
district. The governor said that the IDPs had returned "voluntarily" adding that others had submitted requests to
return as well, which will be examined by local committees before a decision is made.
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Economy
Iraq to award 11 new oil and gas contracts
Iraq plans to award oil and gas exploration and development contracts in 11 new blocks on April 15, oil ministry
spokesman Asim Jihad said on April 1. Iraq had initially set June 21 as the date to open the bids for the new
blocks, located in border areas with Iran and Kuwait, and in offshore Gulf waters. Bidding documents will be
made available to oil companies planning to make offers on April 13, Jihad told Reuters. The offers will have to
be submitted on April 15 and the winners will be announced the same day, he added. Separately, the Iraqi
cabinet approved a plan to raise the nation’s crude oil output capacity to 6.5 million barrels per day by 2022,
according to a government statement reported by Reuters.
Security and investment main themes during Iraqi PM visit to Japan
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi attended a multilateral meeting in
Tokyo on April 5 to discuss ways to improve security following the defeat of the Islamic State. Working-level
officials from around 30 countries and international organizations gathered at the meeting co-hosted by the
Japanese and Iraqi governments and discussed how to support authorities' attempts to collect the huge number
of weapons spread across Iraq, provide vocational training and create jobs. Other participants of the Tokyo
meeting included officials from the United States, Britain and Italy as well as the World Bank and the UN
Development Programme. Abadi also said that security stability in Iraq would help to attract more Japanese
investments that would create more job opportunities for Iraqis, the website of the prime minister's media office
reported on 5 April. On April 4, Abadi met chairmen and CEOs of several Japanese companies to discuss
investment opportunities in Iraq. On April 5, Iraq and Japan have signed two agreements; the first for a water
project in Basra and the second for land reclamation in the Euphrates and Tigris areas.
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT
Countrywide Military/Security Situation
Northern Provinces

Turkish and Kurdish media were reporting on increased intensity of Turkish operations in the border areas of the
Kurdish Region. Turkish aircraft targeted Kurdistan Workers’ Party positions in Hakurk and Qandil regions;
airstrikes were reported near Sidikan, Rawanduz and Soran. On April 4, Turkish artillery shelling was reported in
the vicinity of the Faysh Khabour border crossing leading to a closure of the Semalka crossing between
Kurdistan and the majority Syrian Kurdish Rojava region. Turkish artillery also targeted several villages in the
Sidekan area of Irbil province forcing civilians from seven villages to leave their homes; at least two people were
injured. Nirwa and Rikan areas of Amadi district, Dahuk province, were targeted on April 6.
A number of protests by Kurdish civil servants were seen again in the Kurdish Region, with demonstrations
reported in Erbil, Sulaymaniyah, Halabja, Qaladze, Koya, Ranya and Kalar. Nevertheless, the intensity of
protests has decreased towards the end of the week, which coincided with payments of increased salaries
released on April 4. Some public servants were still protesting in Sulaymaniyah and Halabja, demanding a full
cancellation of the salary-saving system.
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Reporting from Nineveh province comprised primarily routine cases of arrests and security raids. Numerous
individuals suspected of links with IS were arrested in Mosul. Arrests were also recorded in Shurah and
Hammam al-Alil, south of Mosul. Mass graves containing bodies of civilians and security elements continue to be
found as clearing city progresses. Large stocks of IEDs, artillery shells, explosive vests, hand grenades and
other weapons were found around Mosul (Gogjali area), Badush, and Tal Afar (Ayadiyah, Halabiyah). In western
Nineveh, 15th IA Infantry Division cleared six IEDs and 15 booby-trapped houses in Sinjar district after the Iraqi
Army took over as the security main force in the area. Three IS militants were reportedly killed in a skirmish with
ISF in the desert areas near Baaj; 45 x IEDs were also reported cleared in the district.
There were no high-profile incidents in Kirkuk province over the week, but the terrorist threat in the province
remains elevated. In Hawija district, one ISF member was killed in a roadside IED detonation in Riyadh subdistrict. A farmer was injured by indirect fire inside his orchard near Hawijah. The Popular Mobilisation Forces
claimed five Islamic State militants were killed in an ambush near the Dugmat village of al-Rashad sub-district.
ISF and Popular Mobilisation elements confronted a group of IS near the Arab Kawi village in Daquq district.
Meanwhile, Kirkuk city mostly saw the usual brand of criminal incidents and security operations.
Reporting from Salah al-Din again concentrated on the eastern districts along the Hamrin feature. Elements of
the Federal Police, Emergency Response Units, and Popular Mobilization Forces supported by the Army
Aviation launched a search operation in Tuz Khurmatu. PMF 88th Brigade and local police force foiled an attack
th
by ten militants near the Ajeel Oil Field. Elsewhere in the province, PMF 88 Bde Explosive Ordnance Disposal
(EOD) teams reported multiple explosive devices were cleared in al-Harariyat and Father areas around Bayji,
including a number of devices along the crude oil pipeline. As demining of Bayji district continues, one hundred
IDP families have reportedly returned to their homes in the Albu Juwari village of, following the completion of
security checks and IED clearing operations.
Diyala province sees regular insurgent activity with IED and SAF attacks reported daily. PMF reported having
destroyed a number of IS locations and supply routes around Lake Hamrin, Qara Tepe, Jalawla and Saadiyah.
On their part, insurgents sustain a relatively high tempo of attacks in the area, using IEDs, indirect fire and direct
SAF on both civilians and security elements. Four soldiers were wounded by an IED detonation on the outskirts
of Qara Tepe sub-district. On April 3, a mortar round killed a woman and injured three children near Qara Tepe.
In neighbouring Saadiyah sub-district, five mortar rounds reportedly fell in Zarkush village. In Mandali subdistrict, security forces and local residents repulsed an attack on the residence of Kareem al-Chaloub al-Nidai,
sheikh of al-Nida Arab Sunni tribe, late on March 31; no casualties were reported. The border areas with Salah
al-Din province in Adhaim district also remain restive. A member of the Diyala Provincial Council said levels IS
activity near the provincial boundary of SaD have increased recently calling for immediate military actions or
airstrikes.
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Anbar Province

There were no significant changes to the security setting in Anbar Province over the reporting period. Intermittent
attacks and IED detonations continue to be seen along the Euphrates River Valley. Two people were killed by a
legacy IED in Rawah. A civilian was killed and two others were wounded by an IED detonation in Qaim district,
western Anbar province. Meanwhile, PMF in cooperation with the Iraqi Army continues clearing booby-trapped
houses in Rutbah district, in preparation for the displaced families to return. Multiple finds of cached mortar
shells, IEDs, hand grenades, rocket launchers and other equipment were reported throughout the province as
cached explosives and unexploded ordnance continue to pose a significant hazard to operations in Anbar.
ISF and allied forces continued anti-insurgent operations in the sparsely populated desert areas of the province.
Sunni Tribal Mobilisation claimed 65 IS militants including foreigners were killed by tribal militants near Rutbah.
IA troops supported by tribal volunteers killed seven insurgents inside a tunnel in the Wadi Gaal area near Hit.
Two IS camps were destroyed and four militants were killed during a search operation in the desert areas of
Qaim district in western Anbar. Tribal Mobilisation leaders claimed that about 400 IS militants coming from Syria
have infiltrated into Wadi Hauran and Wadi al-Qadhf in western Anbar, with the intent to ‘resume terrorist
activities’ in the recently-liberated areas in western Anbar. ISF claimed one IS hideout was destroyed and three
militants wearing explosive belts were killed during a pre-emptive operation between Albu Dhiyab and the Thar
Thar area, north of Ramadi.
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City)

There were no high-profile incidents in Baghdad city over the reporting period. Several low-to-medium impact
detonations occurred within the city limits with low casualties. Three people were injured by an IED detonation
on a bus in the Bayaa neighbourhood, south-west Baghdad. On April 3, two hand grenades detonated in front of
an ISF member’s house in the Zafraniyah area, without casualties. On April 4, an IED detonated in front of the
Asai’b Ahl al-Haq office in Sadr City. One civilian was injured. Baghdad city saw a number of criminal incidents
over the reporting period, highlighting the underlying threat from violent criminality in the city. Kidnappings of
civilians were seen in Rusafa, New Baghdad, Saba al-Bour. Armed robberies were reported in New Baghdad,
Mansour, and West Rashid. Three civilians were injured when unidentified militants opened fire on a coffee shop
in Palestine Street, Rusafa district. As the trend for localised protests demanding better service provision in the
city continues, dozens of people gathered outside the mayor's office in Sadr City. Hundreds of people staged a
protest in the Fadhiliya neighbourhood on April 1, demanding improvements of service provision in the eastern
part of the capital. Several dozen educational inspectors protested outside the Education Directorate in Rusafa
on April 5.
There were at least three IED detonations north of the city, in Taji, Saba al-Bour and Tarmiyah, in line with the
current trend for attacks against civilians on Baghdad’s peripheries. South-west of Baghdad city, a civilian was
injured when a UVIED detonated beneath his vehicle as he drove through Radwaniyah. As security sweeps
remain a constant element of reporting from the ‘Baghdad belts’, ISF reported finding IEDs and a quantity of high
explosives during a search operation in the Uwairij region in southern Baghdad. ISF reported multiple arrests in
a counter-terrorist operation near Latifiyah, south of Baghdad.
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Southern Provinces

There were no major hostile incidents in the southern region during the reporting period. However, recurring
arrests on terrorism charges and finds of cached weaponry highlight the underlying, albeit low, threat of terrorism
in the region, in particular, the northern parts of Wasit and Babel and outlying desert areas neighbouring with
Anbar. Two Popular Mobilisation elements were injured when an IED detonated on their vehicle in the Farsiyah
area of Jurf al-Sakhar on April 4. 40 cached hand grenades were found al-Musayyib district, north of Hillah. The
remainder of incidents reflected primarily routine criminal activity and low-level disputes. An IED was cleared
near a civilian house in Shatrah in what appears to be an intimidation attempt in the course of a local dispute.
There were several other SAF incidents in the area. Reporting from Basra this week was characterised by
intimidation incidents and ISF-led operations which remain concentrated on criminal activity, mainly narcotics
supply and use and the possession of illegally held firearms in the less affluent neighbourhoods of Basra. In a
continuation of harassing attacks, two likely incidents linked to intimidation – political or business - have been
recorded. Hand grenades were used on the April 2 and 5 to target private dwellings in the Shatt al-Arab and the
Hussein district of central Basra city. No casualties were recorded in either incident.
Small- to medium-scale demonstrations over local issues such as employment and service provision were seen
throughout the region. A number of protests were held by temporary employees of power plants who complained
over delayed salary payments (Najaf, Nasiriyah, Diwaniyah). Poor services were the main theme of protests in
Kut and Basra. North of Basra, local residents demonstrated outside the local council in Madina demanding job
opportunities in the oil sector and improvements of local infrastructure.
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ACRONYM LIST
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest
AKA - Also Known As
AO - Area of Operations
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED
AQ - Al-Qaeda
AT - Anti-Tank
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED
BBIED - Body Borne IED
Bde - Brigade
Bn - Battalion
BXP - Border Crossing Point
CET - Convoy Escort Team
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens
CoP - Chief of Police
CP - Check Point
C-PERS - Captured Personnel
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon
systems)
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack
DBS - Drive by Shooting
Div - Division
DoD - Department of Defense
DoS - Department of State
DoS - US Department of State
ECP - Entry Control Point
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad)
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War
FoM - Freedom of Movement
GoI - Government of Iraq
HCN - Host Country National
HG - Hand Grenade
HME - Home Made Explosive
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun
HVT - High Value Target
IC - International Community
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars)
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission
IED - Improvised Explosive Device
IM - International Military
IOC - International Oil Company
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher
IS - Islamic State
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point
IVO - In Vicinity Of
IZ - International Zone
KIA - Killed in Action
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED)
MIA - Missing in Action
MoD - Ministry of Defense
MoF - Ministry of Finance
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education
MoI - Ministry of Interior
MoJ - Ministry of Justice
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MoO - Ministry of Oil
MoT - Ministry of Transportation
MSR - Main Supply Route
NFDK - No Further Details Known
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity)
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report
OCG - Organized Crime Group
OPF - Oil Protection Force
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN
Term)
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF)
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF)
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire
PSC - Private Security Company
PSD - Private Security Detail
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade
RTA - Road Traffic Accident
SAF - Small Arms Fire
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE
SF - Special Forces
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest
TCN - Third Country National
TCP - Traffic Control Point
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint
WIA - Wounded in Action
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel
and our clients in their decision-making.
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily,
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for,
manage, and respond to risks.
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972)
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com

GARDAWORLD
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions.
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives,
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their
business.
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com
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Middle East
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DIFC, PO Box 482069
Dubai, United Arab Emirates
United States
1101 Wilson Boulevard
Suite 1725
Arlington, VA, 22209
United States
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5 Floor
1, London Bridge
London
SE1 9BG
Europe
37-39 rue des Deux Eglises
1000 Brussels
Belgium
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