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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook 
 

 In the short term, reporting from Iraq will likely be dominated by political issues, focused on campaigning 

ahead of the May 12 parliamentary elections. The official campaign for coalitions and political parties 

participating in the elections has been launched on April 14. 

 

 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence 

of an insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS 

pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along the 

Syrian border. We have also seen a significant escalation in IS activity in Kirkuk province, where a 

marked increase in attacks against ISF has been evident. 

 

 IS has expressed an intent to increase operational tempo in the pre-election period, though their ability 

to sustain a campaign of attacks remains in question. The returning focus on terrorist activity may be a 

pre-cursor for high-profile attacks, as seen in Anbar on April 7 and 9 when suicide bombers targeted 

community leaders in Hit and Haditha. In Baghdad, these have remained constrained by security 

footprint, but high-profile attacks occurring at shorter intervals would be an indicator of growing terrorist 

capabilities.  

 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation 

and provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala. Disagreements remain 

over Baghdad's demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey and KR-I’s reduced share of 

the 2018 budget as the region struggles to pay its civil servant salaries. Relations have thawed 

somewhat since Baghdad’s decision to allow the reopening of the KR-Is airports to international traffic.  

 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 The outlook for the medium to long-term remains difficult to assess due to a number of factors. These 

include the outcome of parliamentary elections, the time frame to form a new government and the 

resolution of outstanding issues between Baghdad and the Kurdish region. The issues of an enduring 

US presence in Iraq and the future role of the PMUs also remain a major question. 

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the 

country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni elements and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh and western Kirkuk. 

 
 From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, which in turn is 

connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in Syria. There is 

however, little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to an asymmetric 

insurgency model in an attempt to reinvigorate itself. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in 

Basra and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia 

factions expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
 

Political campaign ahead of parliamentary elections launched on April 14  
The Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) confirmed the official political campaign for coalitions and 

political parties participating in the parliamentary elections starts on Saturday, April 14. The campaign has been 

launched on April 14 and will end 24 hours before the start of voting on May 12. IHEC will oversee the 

implementation of electoral rules and the electoral system. A total of 88 lists have been registered to run in the 

elections, including 23 coalitions, 45 political parties, and 20 independent lists. As of April 6, 6986 candidates 

have been verified to run in elections, including 4972 men and 2014 women. Changes to the number of 

candidates were still appearing later due to corrections and appeals related to the verification process. 

 

IS claims suicide attack on political party in Anbar province 
On April 7 at around 2300hrs, two suicide attackers armed with light weapons attacked a gathering of the Al-Hal 

(the Solution) party in Hit. Official sources reported three people were killed and nine others were injured, 

including a female parliamentary candidate, Zainab Abdul Hameed. On April 8, IS issued a statement saying that 

two of its militants carried out the attack. IS has earlier declared the intent to increase the operational tempo in 

the pre-election period, though their ability to sustain a campaign of high-profile attacks remains in question. 

 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

Official campaign ahead of parliamentary elections starts on April 14  

The head of the Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC), Riad Badran, confirmed the official political 

campaign for coalitions and political parties participating in the parliamentary elections will start on April 14. 

Badran said that the campaign would be launched on April 14 and end 24 hours before the start of voting on 

May 12. IHEC will oversee the implementation of electoral rules and the electoral system. Badran called on all 

coalitions, parties and candidates to cooperate with the Electoral Commission and to follow all regulations 

applicable. Kurdish political parties will start campaigning on April 15 due to the anniversary of the Anfal 

campaign falling on Saturday. A total of 88 lists have been registered to run in the elections, including 23 

coalitions, 45 political parties, and 20 independent lists.  

 

Vice President Nujaifi conditionally supports PM for second term 

Iraq's Vice President Osama al-Nujaifi has asserted the conditional support of his political coalition for Prime 

Minister Haider al-Abadi for a second term in the upcoming parliamentary election. Nujaifi said that Al-Qarar al-

Iraqi (the Iraqi Decision) coalition he is heading will support Abadi if the prime minister creates "a clear action 

plan and a real political partnership", the Al-Sumaria News reported on April 11. "There is an obvious difference 

between Abadi's leadership and that of his predecessor Nouri al-Maliki," Nujaifi said, adding that Abadi 

succeeded on several levels given the regional and international situation and the support he got in his "war" 

against Islamic State. "However, his success was generally partial because he did not progress much on the 

political level. There is a big flaw on the economic level as well," he added. Nujaifi said that Abadi still suffers 

from "partisanship since he is still under the influence of his Islamic Dawa Party". 

 

Al-Sadr comments on Turkish military incursions, Saudi Arabia, US action in Syria 

Shia cleric Muqtada al-Sadr has called on the Iraqi government to counter Turkish military incursions in northern 

Iraq in a statement published on April 9. Sadr specifically referred to the recent Turkish military action in northern 

Kurdistan which has reportedly seen Turkish ground forces establishing positions in northern Irbil province. Sadr 

made the comments in response to a question on his office official website. He also ruled out that the Turkish 

military action in question was “in coordination with the Iraqi government”. Separately, al-Sadr said the tension in 

the relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia is negatively affecting the situation in Iraq, expressing his readiness 

to intervene between the two countries to resolve some issues ‘for the benefit of Iraq’. On April 11, amidst raising 

tensions over the suspected chemical attack in Syria, al-Sadr said that US threat to interfere militarily in Syria is 

"provocative". While Sadr expressed his readiness to protect the western border of Iraq, he said he will also act if 

"the holy sites in Syria are exposed to danger", the website said.  

 

KRG Departments to fall under greater control of Iraq if recent proposal adopted 

A Kurdish member of the Iraqi parliament met with Iraq's Ministry of Interior (MOI) on April 12 to discuss a 

proposal to incorporate the work of various KRG departments into procedures and databases of the Iraqi Federal 

government. According to Kurdish MP and member of the Baghdad Parliament's Security and Defence 

Committee, Hoshyar Abdullah, this would give the MOI some additional say in the hiring and firing of employees. 

Relevant departments that fall under the MOI's purview include those tasked with processing Iraqi citizenship 

and passports, residency, and housing in the region. "The Federal Ministry of Interior is currently in the process 

of restoring the administrative relationship between it and Federal departments in the Kurdistan Region," 

Abdullah said. "To ensure fairness in the distribution of staff, we must adopt the database created in 2010 by the 

Ministry of Interior, especially with regard to increasing staff," explained Abdullah, "but, with the need to take into 

account factors such as the strengths of employees and their livelihoods."  
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Security 
 

US, Britain, France launch air strikes in Syria 

On the morning of April 14, US forces launched strikes on Syria in response to the chemical attack in Douma 

that killed dozens of people last week, international news agencies reported. President Trump announced he 

was prepared to sustain the response until the Syrian government stopped its use of chemical weapons. UK and 

France had joined in the intervention. British and French aircraft targeted government locations within Syria. 

Syrian state media said the attack was a “flagrant violation of international law.” Earlier this week, the United 

Nations was deadlocked as the US and Russia voted against each other over investigations into the Douma 

attack. Each country had placed a resolution before the UN Security Council. The US and UK traded diplomatic 

exchanges with Russia over the country’s support for the regime of President Bashar al-Assad, who both 

accused of using chemical weapons.  

 

For his part, Iraqi Foreign Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari has expressed his country's rejection to any possible US 

attack on Syria, saying that such attack would cause "a disaster" in the region, Iraqi news reported on April 13. 

Al-Jaafar added "Syrians, including children, women and elderlies are terrified by this possible foolish attack", the 

Shafaaq website quoted a statement by the minister's office. Earlier this week, the Iraqi Prime Minister, Haidar 

al-Abadi, said: "We support any effort to restore peace in Syria." "There is also cooperation with the Russian side 

in this regard," Abadi added, asserting that this "does not mean interfering in Syria's internal affairs". "We care 

for Syrian stability and want an end to fighting there," he added.  

 

 

Iraqi PM says measures taken to secure borders from IS threat 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has asserted that the government is taking all the necessary measures to secure 

its borders from Islamic State threat. Abadi made these statements during his weekly press conference, 

broadcast live by state-run Iraqiya News TV on April 10. "We have taken several measures to protect our 

borders with Syria from IS remnants," Abadi said, adding that IS "still exists to a small extent in eastern Syria 

near the borders of Iraq" especially in uninhabited areas.  "If the existing IS [in Syria] threatens Iraq's security, I 

will take all necessary measures to protect Iraqis," Abadi said.  

 

 

No decision to host permanent US military bases in Iraq 

Iraqi President Fuad Masum stated on April 7 that no decision has been made for Iraq to host permanent 

American military bases, stressing that Baghdad will not allow the country to turn into a launch pad for any 

military aggression against neighbouring Iran. There are “various allegations” with regards to reported US plans 

to build permanent military bases in Iraq, Masum said in an interview. However, “in actuality, Iraqi security bodies 

have announced that there is no such thing or decision,” he added. “If they had begun building such bases, 

everyone would have known about it. Why should there be such bases? Is Iraq going to come under occupation 

in the future? Is anybody going to take military action against Iraq? We should defend Iraq ourselves,” Masum 

said.  
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Humanitarian 
 

Japan contributes 4 million USD to Iraq's reconstruction efforts 

The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) praised a contribution of $4 million USD from 

the Government of Japan to support reconstruction and peacebuilding in Iraq by providing shelter and livelihood 

assistance to returnees in key recaptured cities. Under this project, UN-Habitat will target the rehabilitation of 

“severely damaged” houses and the construction of low-cost core housing units to accommodate vulnerable 

returnees whose houses are “destroyed.” These low-cost core housing units can be incrementally expanded, 

providing affordable and durable shelter solutions to returnees and thereby facilitating their reintegration and 

rebuilding of lives in the areas they return to. As of the end of March 2018, more than 3.6 million displaced 

persons have returned to their areas of origin. Many more are willing to return, however the damage to houses is 

one of the main obstacles that is preventing many displaced persons from doing so.  

Economy 
 

Supreme Court adjourns hearings on Kurdistan region's oil exports 

Iraq’s Supreme Federal Court has adjourned hearings on the legality of oil exports from Kurdistan, which are at 

the centre of a row between Irbil and Baghdad, Iraqi and international media reported on April 9. The Supreme 

Federal Court said in a statement, it has asked to hear the opinions of officials including the central 

government’s prime minister, oil minister and finance minister, in addition to the KRG’s prime minister, on May 6. 

Iraqi oil minister Jabar al-Luaibi had asked the court to issue a ruling that bans independent oil exports from the 

KRG, which started in 2014, through a pipeline across Turkey.  

 

Iraq demands KRG oil in return for budget share  

The Iraqi government spokesman has reiterated that Baghdad will not send the Kurdistan Regional Government 

its full share of the budget unless the KRG is ready to hand over 250,000 barrels of oil per day in return. 

Baghdad's monthly payment towards public sector employees' salaries would continue, Saad Hadithi added. He 

said: "Owing to the fact that KRG exports 300,000 bpd, this revenue will be counted as part of the budget of the 

region." He said that although the KRG has yet to comply and hand over 250,000 bpd, Baghdad would continue 

to send 317 billion IQD (approximately $267.5 million USD) to civil servants as it did last month.  

 

On April 11, Rudaw website reported a senior KRG delegation led by Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani and 

Deputy Prime Minister Qubad Talabani will visit Baghdad to discuss outstanding issues "in the near future". The 

report quoted Talabani's media adviser, Samir Hawrami, as saying that "important outstanding issues" would be 

discussed at talks and that the budget issue was "one of the goals of the visit". This would be Barzani's second 

visit to Baghdad since the Kurdish independence referendum last September. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

 

Turkish operations against the Kurdistan Workers’ Party continue in the border areas of the Kurdish Region. The 

Turkish General Staff reported airstrikes in Iraq’s Hakurk, Sinat, Zap, Sidikan, and Metina regions, on the 

outskirts of Irbil and Dahuk provinces. PKK shelters and weapon supplies were named among the targets. For 

their part, PKK claimed that their militants killed four Turkish soldiers by indirect fire in the Sidikan area of 

northern Irbil province on April 10. This was confirmed by the Turkish General Staff. There was no large scale-

protest action seen in the Kurdish region during the week after the revised salary scheme was implemented and 

payments to civil servants were released. Teachers and civil servants held another protest denouncing delayed 

salary payments in Kalar on April 8. Teachers in Koya suspended the protest action on April 7, calling on the 

Kurdistan Regional Government to pay their salaries.  

 

Kurdistan Freedom Party’s (PAK) spokesman confirmed that unknown gunmen riding a motorcycle opened fire 

on the car belonging to a party leader, Hussain Yazdan Banna, in 120th Street in Irbil on April 12; there were no 

casualties but four vehicles were damaged. As usual, few low-level criminal incidents were reported by local 

media, although this may chiefly be the result of a low tendency to report on such crimes. Three people including 

two guards of a currency exchange office were injured by SAF in the Serchinar neighbourhood of Sulaymaniyah 
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on April 12. Iranian border guards reportedly shot and killed a man and wounded another in the border areas of 

Sulaymaniyah/Diyala province, but the incident did not result in any wider border repercussions. 

 

Reporting from Nineveh province comprised primarily routine cases of arrests and security raids. Numerous 

individuals suspected of links with IS were arrested in Mosul. Arrests were also recorded in Zummar, Albu Saif, 

Hamam al-Alil and Qayyarah. Remains of civilians and security elements continue to be found as clearing of 

areas retaken from IS progresses, while legacy explosive devices also remain a hazard across the province. 

However, there were also indications of operations by active insurgent cells this week. On April 11, Islamic State 

has claimed five separate attacks against local forces in Mosul, purporting to have killed at least one person and 

injuring others. In west Nineveh, elements of the 16th IA DIV confronted a group of insurgents in the desert 

areas of Baaj district on April 12. Near the Syrian border, PMF 29th Bde reported a skirmish with militants near 

Tal Safuk on April 10.  

 

There were no high-profile incidents in Kirkuk province over the week, but western parts of Kirkuk province 

remain the hotspot of insurgent activity. North-west of Kirkuk, ten militants, reportedly wearing Federal Police 

uniform killed three civilians and wounded three others at a fake checkpoint near in Dibis district. Up to four 

Federal Police elements were injured in a SAF attack on a security outpost near Maktab Khalid on April 12. 

Meanwhile, the commander of the PMF 16th Brigade (Turkmen) announced that over 90 Islamic State militants 

were killed and at least 100 insurgent locations were destroyed in the course of recent security operations in 

southwestern parts of Kirkuk province. Activity in Kirkuk city comprised primarily criminal incidents. On April 8, an 

individual threw a hand grenade at a shop in the city, but ISF claimed the incident was linked to a business 

dispute, not terrorist activity.  

 

Reporting from Salah al-Din again concentrated on the districts along the Hamrin and Makhoul mountains. A 

series of attacks occurred in Shirqat district, in what was describes as the highest-intensity assault in the 

province for months. First, militants attacked a security outpost in the Sideira village. Local residents took up 

arms to support the security forces. Four villagers were reportedly killed and four others were wounded. 

Subsequently, explosive devices detonated at the cemetery, where funerals of the victims were to take place. 

Media claimed between 10 and 14 people were killed and 16 others were injured. The Special Representative of 

the Secretary-General for Iraq condemned the bombing in a public statement. The Popular Mobilisation Forces 

announced some 5,000 explosive devices had been cleared over the past 30 days in Salah al-Din. This included 

a number of devices cleared near the Baiji Refinery and as many as 47 legacy IEDs detonated under control at 

the Ajeel Oil Field recently.  

 

Reporting from Diyala again concentrated on eastern districts bordering with the Hamrin Mountains. The Iraqi 

Army (5
th
 DIV) and Popular Mobilisation (110

th
 Bde) reported to have destroyed a number of IS locations and 

supply routes around Jalawla and Saadiyah. PMF 110th Bde intensified operations in the Naft Khana area, 

targeting IS sleeper cells. On their part, insurgents sustain a relatively high tempo of attacks in the area, using 

IEDs and direct SAF on both civilians and security elements. As the Baghdad - Kirkuk road (Highway 2) remains 

particularly dangerous ISF announced two civilians kidnapped on the highway in the vicinity of Tuz Khurmatu 

have been freed near the Sindij village in the Hamrin Mountains, Qara Tepe sub-district, on April 13. A convoy of 

a Turkoman electoral candidate came under SAF attack on the same road in Adhaim district; the driver of one of 

the vehicles was injured. On April 12, a security checkpoint on the Baghdad-Kirkuk road, near Safra village, 

reportedly came under IDF attack; there were no reported casualties. Activity in western Diyala, closer to 

Baghdad’s boundaries remains subdued.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

There were two complex attacks on prominent community members reported during the week, highlighting the 

returning capabilities of terrorist networks in Anbar province. On April 7, two suicide bombers armed with light 

weapons attacked a gathering of the Al-Hal (the Solution) party supporters in Hit. One attacker was killed while 

the other managed to detonate his explosives-rigged vest, killing two security members and wounding five others 

including a female election candidate, Zainab Abdul Hameed. On April 8, IS's self-proclaimed Anbar Province 

issued a statement saying that two of its militants were involved in the attack. On April 9, four individuals wearing 

explosive vests attacked a tribal leader’s house in the Askari area, Haditha, killing two ISF members and 

wounding six others. Three of the attackers were reported killed while the fourth detonated his explosive vest 

near ISF and tribal forces, killing two and injuring six.  

ISF and allied forces continued anti-insurgent operations in the desert areas of the province. On April 7, troops 

led by the IA Anbar Operations commander launched another large-scale operation in the areas located south of 

the international highway near Saqar and Dabaa, Rutbah district; three VBIEDs were reportedly found. Popular 

Mobilisation Units announced that a large-scale security operation in the areas between the Akkas Gas Field 

and Kilo 160 has been recently completed. 8th IA Infantry Division elements destroyed two IS underground 

tunnels in the Masharee area of Qaim district in western Anbar. Cached explosives and unexploded ordnance 

continue to pose a significant hazard to operations in Anbar, fatal detonations reported regularly in areas 

formerly held by IS. Extensive UXO clearing process continues in eastern Anbar, around Falluja, with cache and 

IED finds reported daily.   



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

14 April 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [12]                        garda.com/ips 

 

Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Reporting from Baghdad during the week was subdued with the focus on the Shia pilgrimage to the Imam al-

Kadhim’s shrine. There were no effective attacks targeting the event reported during the event. In line with 

recent reporting, ISF efforts to disrupt attack planning appear to have paid off. ISF reported multiple terrorism-

related arrests in Shaab, Qahira, Rashidyah, Abu Ghraib and Hawr Rajab. On April 10, media claimed rumours 

spread amongst pilgrims in Kadhimiyah that someone was wearing an explosive vest. The panic that ensued 

resulted in a small number of worshippers being slightly injured. On April 11, ISF intercepted and killed one 

suicide attacker in the Khadra area of Tarmiyah, north of Baghdad; a second assailant managed to detonate his 

explosives-rigged belt, but no casualties were reported. ISF claimed they intended to attack Shia pilgrims on 

their way to Kadhimiyah.  

 

Background activity was subdued, as often seen during major religious occasions, due to the high security 

posture and the focus on communal events. SAF incidents resulting in death or injuries were seen in Baladiyat, 

New Baghdad, and Rusafa. A hand grenade detonated in front of a private house in the Hamadiyah area of Sadr 

city early on April 9; there were no reports of any casualties. On April 8, there were two demonstrations 

demanding improvements of public services in Baghdad.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Reporting on hostile activity in the southern region was muted as often seen during major Shia religious events 

such as Imam al-Kadhim commemoration. There were no attacks on pilgrims travelling to Baghdad, although ISF 

claimed an individual wanted on terrorism charges was arrested in Babel province as he allegedly planned to 

strike worshippers.  

The usual brand of criminal activity, tribal violence and civil unrest was seen during the week. Kidnapped 

children were freed by ISF in Maysan and Karbala. Two individuals who attempted to kidnap a woman in Khor 

al-Zubayr on April 12 have been captured. Several tribal confrontations were also seen during the week. In Dhi 

Qar, four people were arrested following an outbreak of SAF between members in the vicinity of Gharraf. In 

Maysan, fighting broke out in the Maymounah area; one person was killed and between three and nine others 

were injured. In Basra province, tribal SAF was reported north of Basra, Abu Sakhir area.  

The trend for local protests over employment and provision of services continued this week, despite a disruption 

due to religious events. Demonstrations were seen again in Diwaniyah, Basra, and Dhi Qar. On April 9, police 

force forcibly dispersed a sit-in protest organised in Diwaniyah by temporary employees of the Ministry of 

Electricity who were demanding permanent employment.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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