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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook 
 

 In the short term, reporting from Iraq will likely be dominated by political issues, focused on campaigning 

ahead of the May 12 parliamentary elections. The official electioneering campaign started on April 14. 

Although there is no indication any wider use of violence should be expected, low-level intimidation 

attacks on political offices and figures are likely to be seen recurrently over the next four weeks. 

 

 Islamic State (IS) has expressed the intent to increase operational tempo in the pre-election period, 

though their ability to sustain a campaign of high-profile attacks remains in question. On April 7, a 

suicide attack on a political meeting was seen in Hit, Anbar province. On April 15, a VBIED targeted an 

electoral candidate in Kirkuk city killing one civilian and injuring 17. The returning focus on terrorist 

activity may be a pre-cursor for high-profile attacks in Baghdad.  

 

 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence 

of an insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS 

pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along the 

Syrian border. We have also seen a significant escalation in IS activity, particularly in Kirkuk province, 

where a marked increase in attacks against ISF has been evident.  

 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation 

and provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala. Disagreements remain 

over Baghdad's demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey and KR-I’s reduced share of 

the 2018 Federal Budget as the region struggles to pay its civil servant salaries. Relations have thawed 

somewhat since Baghdad’s decision to allow the reopening of the KR-Is airports to international traffic.  

 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 The outlook for the medium to long-term remains difficult to assess due to a number of factors. These 

include the outcome of parliamentary elections, the time frame to form a new government and the 

resolution of outstanding issues between Baghdad and the Kurdish region. The issues of an enduring 

US presence in Iraq and the future role of the PMUs also remain a major question. 

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the 

country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni elements and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh and western Kirkuk. 

 
 From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, which in turn is 

connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in Syria. There is 

however, little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to an asymmetric 

insurgency model in an attempt to reinvigorate itself. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in 

Basra and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia 

factions expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Parliamentary election campaigning starts amid controversies 
The official campaign ahead of May 12 parliamentary elections launched on April 14 (day later in the Kurdish 

Region). Less than 24 hours after the official start of the campaign there have been reports that election posters 

across Baghdad and other areas of the country were torn down. Meanwhile, as more technical details about the 

electronic voting system emerge, political actors have also raised doubts regarding data transmission via servers 

located abroad, which their claim can be corrupted by foreign actors with their state-sponsored ‘hacking’ 

capability. The Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) has reassured that the newly implemented 

electronic voting system is well secured against any fraud attempts. 

Car bomb kills one, injures seventeen in attack on political candidate in Kirkuk 
A car bomb targeting an Iraqi parliamentary election candidate killed one of his guards and wounded up to 

eleven other people in the Khazra neighbourhood of the city of Kirkuk on April 15. The VBIED targeted Ammar 

Kahia, a Turkmen Front party candidate for the upcoming Iraqi parliamentary elections. The blast killed one of 

his security guards and wounded 17 other people.   

 

Muted reactions to US-led strikes on Syrian government targets  
Reactions to the US-led intervention in Syria, with airstrikes reported last week, remained muted in line with 

earlier forecasts. In response to the call by influential Shia cleric Muqtada al-Sadr demonstrations were seen in 

central and southern Iraq on April 15. There was no major security incidents associated with the demonstrations. 

Notably, no high-profile statements by the main Iranian-backed militia organisations regarding the US-led action 

were seen. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

Concerns raised over electronic vote counting system in May elections  

The Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) has reiterated that the newly implemented electronic voting 

system for parliamentary elections is well secured against any fraud attempts. IHEC said earlier the results 

would be transmitted to the national centre responsible for collating the results over a VSAT satellite system, with 

no technical possibility to interfere with encrypted results. Initial testing of the system has reportedly been 

conducted successfully on April 19, with further trials to be held this week. IHEC acknowledged that some 

pressure had been exerted by political parties to cancel the electronic count and return to manual counting.  

 

As more technical details about the electronic voting system emerge, political actors have raised doubts 

regarding data transmission via servers located abroad, which they claim can be corrupted by foreign actors with 

their state-sponsored ‘hacking’ capability. Media have also claimed that the vote counting system supplied by 

Korean based Miru Systems is prone to technical issues and that this could result in votes not being accounted 

for. On April 15, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi also expressed ‘concerns’ about the work of the IHEC ahead of 

the parliamentary elections. Abadi explained that the mechanism agreed on by the parliament for the operation 

and selection the IHEC was flawed, but that parliament had insisted on moving forward with it. These remarks 

were likely intended to publically distance PM from the commission in the event of any serious technical issues 

occur during the elections. 

 

Kurdish parties start campaigning for parliamentary elections 

Kurdish political parties have begun campaigning for the upcoming Iraqi parliamentary elections on April 15. In 

addition to the three Kurdish provinces, Kurdish parties are also running for seats in the disputed territories of 

Kirkuk, Nineveh, Diyala and Salah al-Din. The dominant Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic 

Union Kurdistan (PUK) announced their campaigns. Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani told supporters that KDP 

wants to have a strong presence in Baghdad to secure the constitutional rights of the Kurdistan Region, adding 

that the forthcoming election was crucial for both the Kurdistan Region and Iraq and that every vote matters. 

Barzani added that the KDP remains committed to the Kurdish right to self-determination through peaceful 

means and again called for the implementation of Article 140 in relation to the disputed areas.  

 

Aside from the two major Kurdish parties, a number of smaller parties will also run for votes. The Gorran 

(Change) Movement held a celebratory gathering in Irbil to introduce its candidates. In Kirkuk and other disputed 

territories, Gorran will run on the Nishtiman (Homeland) Alliance lists along with the Coalition for Democracy and 

Justice, and the Kurdistan Islamic Group. Kurdistan Islamic Union (KIU) and Kurdistan Islamic Movement (KIM) 

are running candidates on the joint electoral list number 175. The Kurdistan Islamic Group (KIG) led by Ali Bapir 

is running candidates on a separate list number 104. The Islamist parties are promising "reform" and ridding the 

Kurdish region of "corruption". The Kurdistan Socialist Democratic Party (KSDP) led by Muhammad Haji 

Mahmoud is running candidates on the list number 170. The Kurdistan Communist Party of Iraq (KCPI) is 

running for seats on the electoral list number 147, Abu Karwan, the party's MP in the regional parliament said the 

Kurdish communist candidates in Sulaymaniyah Province are all women to stress that "all the women candidates 

have great abilities to lead and become MPs". Two newly-formed Kurdish parties, the New Generation (NG) and 

the Coalition for Democracy and Justice (CDJ), are also taking part in the elections. CDJ is led by one of former 

PUK leaders Barham Salih, who pledges "reform" in the institutions of the Kurdistan Regional Government. 

 

  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

21 April 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [7]                        garda.com/ips 

 

KRG bans the use of religious sites in electoral campaigns 

The Kurdistan Region’s Ministry of Endowments and Religious Affairs has prohibited electoral campaigning from 

being carried out in mosques and other religious sites for the upcoming elections. “As campaigning for the Iraqi 

parliamentary elections begins, we warn all political parties and candidates that putting up banners, pamphlets, 

and billboards inside mosques, on the exterior of mosques, and other religious sites, is strictly forbidden,” the 

statement read. “The Ministry of Endowments and Religious Affairs will report and issue formal complaints with 

the Iraqi Independent High Electoral Commission against any party or candidate that violates the rule,” the 

statement added, saying violators would not be informed beforehand.  

Security 
 

Car bomb kills one, injures seventeen in attack on political candidate in Kirkuk 

A car bomb targeting an Iraqi parliamentary election candidate killed one of his guards and wounded up to 

eleven other people in the Khazra neighbourhood of the city of Kirkuk on April 15. The VBIED targeted Ammar 

Kahia, a Turkmen Front party candidate for the upcoming Iraqi parliamentary elections. The blast killed one of 

his security guards and wounded 17 other people.  The UN Special Representative in Iraq, Ján Kubiš, issued a 

statement condemning the attack. He reiterated calls on the Iraqi authorities to “ensure the security of the 

political forces, representatives, the candidates and the voters and urge extra vigilance during the coming period 

to foil the attempts to intimidate and to undermine peace and stability.” 

 

Limited reactions to US-led strikes on Syrian government  

Reactions to the US-led intervention in Syria, with airstrikes reported last week, remained muted, in line with 

earlier forecasts. In response to the call by the prominent Shia cleric Muqtada al-Sadr demonstrations were seen 

in central and southern Iraq on April 15. Approximately 1700 of Muqtada al-Sadr supporters demonstrated in 

Baghdad’s Tahrir Square denouncing the US-led intervention in Syria. A video of protesters burning the US flag 

was published on social media. Demonstrations were also held in Diyala, Najaf, Wasit, Dhi Qar, Maysan and 

Basra. Al-Sadr himself joined protesters in Najaf. Notably, no high-profile statements by the main Iranian-backed 

militia organisations regarding the US-led action were seen.  

 

Iraqi aircraft target IS sites in Syria 

Iraqi Army Aviation carried out strikes against Islamic State group locations in Syria “on orders of the general 

commander of the Armed Forces, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi”, an official statement from the Prime Minister’s 

Media Office confirmed on April 19. “The air strikes against Daesh [IS] in Syrian territory were carried out due to 

the presence of a threat to the Iraqi territory,” the statement said. “The air strikes will accelerate the destruction 

of Daesh [IS] gangs in the region,” the statement added. Iraqi military spokesman, Brig. Gen. Yahya Rasool, said 

that these strikes were coordinated with the Syrian government, Russia and Iran. Last week, PM al-Abadi 

asserted that the government would take all the necessary measures to secure Iraq’s borders from Islamic State 

threat.  

 

Suspected Sydney plane bomb plot ringleader captured in Iraq 

An Islamic State member suspected of hatching a plan to blow up a flight from Sydney last year and an 

Australian IS fighter allegedly connected to the country's most notorious terror cell have been captured in Iraq. 

Tareq Khayat, a Lebanese citizen, is allegedly responsible for one of the world's most serious airline bomb plots. 

The Australian Federal Police say Mr Khayat directed his Sydney-based brothers, Khaled and Mahmoud Khayat, 

to blow up an Etihad flight from Sydney to Abu Dhabi on July 15 last year with 400 passengers and crew on 

board. The plot went undetected by Australian authorities and was only foiled by chance by an Etihad check-in 

officer at Sydney Airport.  

 

Iranian Defence Minister visits Baghdad 

The Iranian Defence Minister, Brigadier Amir of Hatami, arrived in Baghdad on April 18 for a two-day visit; he 

was received at Baghdad International Airport by Lieutenant General Mohammed Jawad, the Secretary General 

of the Iraqi Ministry of Defence.  According to a subsequent statement, the aim of the visit is to develop military 
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and security cooperation between the two countries, as well as to discuss the latest developments in the region 

and the latest missile attack on Syria. On the second day of his visit to Baghdad, Hatami met Interior Minister 

Qasim al-Araji, Industry Minister Muhammed Shyaa al-Sudani as well as Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, the Deputy 

Chairman of the Popular Mobilization Commission [PMF] and Falih al-Fayyadh, the Iraqi national security 

adviser, and they talked about security issues and military cooperation. In addition to his meeting with Iraqi 

officials, the defence minister attended the quadrilateral military intelligence committee's meeting of Iran, Russia, 

Syria and Iraq.  

 

Humanitarian 
 

Kurds commemorate Anfal genocide campaign  

On April 14, Kurds commemorated the 30
th
 anniversary of the 1988 Anfal genocide that resulted in the killing of 

over 180,000 Kurds at the hands of the former Iraqi Baath government of Saddam Hussein. A minute of silence 

was observed across Iraqi Kurdish cities and towns to remember the victims. In addition, the Kurdistan Regional 

Government urged the government in Baghdad to compensate the victims of the Anfal genocide.  “We hope the 

Iraqi government, as a legal and moral responsibility, makes practical and serious steps toward financial and 

moral compensation to the families of Anfal victims, the people of the Kurdistan Region, and the region itself,” 

Kurdistan 24 quoted a statement by the KRG. 

 

Iraq sentences seven foreign women to death and life in prison over IS links 

The Iraqi judiciary sentenced seven foreign women of various nationalities to death and life in jail over affiliation 

with Islamic State militants. The Supreme Judicial Council said in a recent statement that the Central Criminal 

Court sentenced three Azerbaijanis and one Kyrgyz to death, while issuing life sentences to two Russians and a 

French national. Meanwhile, the courts dealing with terrorism-related cases are being criticised by international 

organisations and NGOs for flaws in the judicial process, delivering death and life jail sentences in rushed trials, 

as well as treating relatives of IS fighters the same as militants. Human Rights Watch recently assessed 19,000 

people with alleged IS ties are detained in Iraq, with more than 3,000 people already sentenced to death. 

Economy 
 

Iraqi PM: Oil revenues do not meet Iraq’s financial needs 

Prime Minister Haidar al-Abadi stated on April 15 that revenues from oil exports do not meet the needs of the 

country, pointing out that his government is working on creating an investment-tolerant atmosphere. "The Iraqi 

government is trying to create an investment appealing atmosphere, since oil export revenues are not enough 

anymore to meet the country's needs," Abadi said. The prime minister pointed out to the rampant issue of armed 

militants in the state, saying he sought after limiting carrying arms in the state's hands. "We sought after keeping 

arms in the state's hands; to restore stability of the nation," Abadi said, stressing that the biggest challenge is to 

keep Iraq as an independent country. Abadi denied monopolising the authority by one party, in reference to the 

accusations to his party 'al-Dawa' to impose the absolute majority scheme in the next government. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

 

 

Turkish operations against the Kurdistan Workers’ Party continue in the border areas of the Kurdish Region. 

Kurdistan Workers’ Party claimed its militants killed or injured up to 14 Turkish soldiers in attacks on Turkish 

positions in Sidikan district, Irbil province. Five PKK elements were killed or injured in a Turkish airstrike in the 

Zap area of northern Iraq according to the Turkish General Staff statement on April 18. For their part, PKK 

claimed five Turkish soldiers were killed in attacks on Turkish positions in the Barzan area, north Irbil province. 

The bodies of three civilians were found in Sheladize sub-district of Amedi, north of Dohuk, a week after they 

had gone missing; the victims were reportedly killed by the Turkish bombardment. There was no large scale-

protest action seen in the Kurdish region during the week after the revised salary scheme was implemented. On 

the western outskirts of the region, a number of insurgents were reportedly killed in a skirmish with ISF 

supported by the Popular Mobilisation near the Khidhira village, Makhmour district, on April 19.   

 

  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

21 April 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [10]                        garda.com/ips 

 

Reporting from Nineveh province comprised primarily security operations. Numerous individuals suspected of 

links with IS were arrested in Mosul (Samah, Sahroun Haramat, Ma'mun, Mithaq neighbourhoods). Arrests were 

also recorded in Tal Afar, Nimrud, Gwer and Shura. There were also indications of operations by active insurgent 

cells this week. On April 16, five civilians were killed and eleven others were wounded when two IEDs exploded 

at the Ma'ash Market in western Mosul. ISF claimed a VBIED was found and safely cleared in the vicinity of the 

4th Bridge in Mosul. Large stocks of IEDs, artillery shells, explosive vests, hand grenades and other weapons 

were again found around Mosul, Badush (Wanna), and Tal Afar (Itmarat).  

 

On April 15, ISF supported by pro-government tribal militias and Popular Mobilisation Forces have begun large-

scale clearance operations against Islamic State cells across Nineveh, Salah al-Din and Anbar provinces. This 

included operations near Mahalibiya, south of Tall Afar, Sinjar, Umm Gries and Baaj in western Nineveh. In 

Salah al-Din, operations focused on the Ma'alef Valley, Hatra region. On April 20, IA 15th DIV elements rebuffed 

an Islamic State attack in the vicinity of the Syrian border near Rabi’a; up to 18 attackers were reportedly killed. 

 

Kirkuk province saw a notable election-related attack this week. On April 17, at around 1730hrs, a VBIED 

detonated in the Khazra neighbourhood of Kirkuk, apparently targeting a parliamentary election candidate for the 

Turkmen Front, Ammar Kahia. One of his guards was killed and seventeen other people were injured. On April 

16, ISF reportedly arrested a man who attempted to park a car filled with explosives in the Askari neighbourhood 

of Kirkuk city. The remainder of incidents in the city comprised mainly criminal activity. Notably, a warrant has 

been issued to arrest a commander of an Iraqi SWAT force in Kirkuk, including a number of his subordinates. 

The source said that they were charged to have been behind many of the latest incidents conducted in Kirkuk 

such as 'robbery, home invasion, and orchestrating both car bombings and assassinations'.  

 

Meanwhile, western and southern districts of Kirkuk Province see regular insurgency-related incidents. Five 

people were injured in a UVIED detonation beneath an ambulance in al-Abbasi sub-district of Hawijah on April 

17. A would-be suicide bomber and two of his accomplices were killed by Federal Police prior in Zab district on 

April 20. Fighting between IS, PMU and Federal Police was also recorded in the village of Khadra near Hawijah 

as part of continuing operations to purge the township of remaining IS militants and their support. 

 

Reporting from Salah al-Din again concentrated on the districts along the Hamrin mountains. Troops from the 

Salah al-Din Operations Command supported by air assets carried out a search operation around Mount 

Khanqah, al-Jazarat and al-Hawi regions. Three IS militants were killed and one vehicle was destroyed in a 

confrontation with ISF in Shirqat district on April 18. Anti-tank mines and UXOs were found during the clearance 

operation in Alas Oil Field. Security operations and several attacks were also seen in Samarra district. South of 

Samara, four ISF members were killed and two others were injured by an IED detonation in the Ishaqi sub-

district of Balad on April 16.  

 

Activity in Diyala continuously concentrates in the eastern districts bordering with the Hamrin Mountains. 

Airstrikes destroyed an IS camp in the rural area near Zour, north of Muqdadiyah. Two people were reportedly 

injured in a failed kidnapping attempt in Bakhtiari neighbourhood on the outskirts of Khanaqin involving seven 

suspected IS militants. Two policemen were wounded in an ensuing firefight. On April 19, the body of a teacher 

was found on the outskirts of Khanaqin; the victim had been reported missing on April 15. There were also two 

IED detonations south of Baquba.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

ISF and allied forces continued anti-insurgent operations in the desert areas of Anbar province. Raids were seen 

between Akashat and Rutbah, north of the International Highway, in the Upper Euphrates River Valley, from 

Rawa to Rumana, and along the Iraqi-Syrian border. Later during the week, Prime Minister al-Abadi confirmed "a 

security operation was launched to clear the Jazirah and Upper Euphrates areas in north-western Iraq and to 

prevent the formation of terrorist gatherings”. Skirmishes and cache finds were reported in the desert areas 

towards the Salah al-Din provincial boundary, near Lake Tharthar and Lake Haditha.  

In Ramadi district, at least eight civilians were reportedly wounded when unidentified assailants threw a hand 

grenade into a private house in the Thayyalah al-Sharqiyah area on April 16. Intelligence elements of the 10th IA 

Division arrested two individual wanted on terrorism chargers in the Albu Ali al-Jassim area. Two wanted 

individuals were arrested in Fallujah district. An IED detonated near a kindergarten in the Halabisah area of 

Fallujah, causing material damage. Cached explosives and unexploded ordnance continue to pose a significant 

hazard to operations in Anbar. Extensive UXO clearing process continues in eastern Anbar, around Falluja, with 

cache and IED finds reported daily. 

 

The Ministry of Displacement and Migration announced the return of 788 Internally Displaced Persons (IDP) to 

their homes in Qaim district, western Anbar province. Some 742 displaced people returned from the camps in 

Amiriyat al-Fallujah, al-Khalidiya, Habbaniyah, Ramadi and 46 IDPs returned from Baghdad, Dora district. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Reporting from Baghdad city was muted, with low-level disputes and  criminality primarily in evidence.  

 

There were several incidents likely linked to the election campaign launched this week, with no resulting 

casualties. Local media claimed unidentified the convoy of Abdulkareem Abitan, MP and member of the 

Wataniya bloc (headed by former Iraqi Prime Minister Ayad Allawi), was targeted with SAF in Dora on April 15. 

Unidentified armed men shot at the house of the editor-in-chief of the al-Nahar newspaper, Hassan Juma, in the 

Sahafyeen neighbourhood in eastern Baghdad. Unconfirmed media reports suggested the journalist is linked to 

the State of Law coalition led by the former Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki. North of Baghdad, an IED reportedly 

detonated in front of the house belonging to an election candidate for the Sa'eroun Alliance, Jawad Hamdan al-

Saadi, in Hussainiyah.  

 

There were no high-profile incidents during the week, with most detonations in the city broadly consistent with 

the pattern of low-level intimidation attacks, often occurring in hours of darkness against static targets. In the 

background, the usual brand of criminal activity and disputes was in evidence. The majority of Small Arms Fire 

attacks on civilians occurred in north-eastern Baghdad, in Adhamiya and Shaab. In west Baghdad, a kidnap 

victim was released during an operation in the Jihad neighbourhood on April 18. Security forces claimed to have 

arrested numerous individuals involved in criminal acts across Baghdad during the week. Arrest operations were 

conducted in Adhamiyah, Sadr City, Karradah, Karkh, Mansour and Taji and Mada’in in the ‘Baghdad Belts’, the 

offences ranging from robbery, drug trafficking to human trafficking and murder.  
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The trend for localised protests over employment and public services continues in Baghdad. Several dozen 

cancer patients demonstrated in the Karrada demanding medical treatment. On April 19, dozens demonstrated 

over poor medical services outside the Ministry of Health building in Rusafa. A peaceful protest by relatives of 

2014 Camp Speicher massacre victims was held in the vicinity of the International Zone on April 17.   

 

Reporting from the outlying districts of Baghdad was muted. A number of low-yield detonations occurred north of 

Baghdad over the week, including incidents in Taji, Saba al-Bour and Hussainiya. All detonations occurred late 

during the night, suggesting the intent to intimidate rather than cause human harm (despite one casualty). In 

addition, media reported an IED detonation in the commercial area of Boub al-Sham, north of Baghdad, left three 

people wounded on April 19. As the Baghdad Operations Command continues pre-emptive operations around 

the city, counter-terror arrests and cache finds were again seen. Multiple IEDs and UXOs were detonated under 

control in Yusufiyah district, south of Baghdad.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Recurring finds of cached weaponry highlight the underlying, albeit low, threat of terrorism in the northern parts 

Babel and outlying desert areas neighbouring with Anbar. A vehicle laden with a quantity of explosives was 

detonated under control while nine caches with explosives and ammunition were destroyed during a search 

operation in the Jurf al-Sakhar area. In the same area, a Popular Mobilisation member was killed by long-

distance fire on April 18. Clearing operations in the Jurf al-Sakhar have continued for over three years now, 

since ISF and Popular Mobilisation recaptured the area from IS militants in 2014.  

The usual brand of criminal activity, tribal violence and civil unrest was seen during the week. In Basra, two 

incidents of tribal fighting – leading to fatalities – tested the resolve of the new Basra Police Chief, Maj. Gen. 

Jassim al-Saadi. Away from tribal activity and the security operations to stem it, the week was characterised by 

low-level hostile action involving criminal activity mainly related to robbery, political intimidation and drugs supply. 

On April 19 the home of a female Sadrist candidate in Basra was sprayed with gunfire. Three civilians were 

injured given the randomness of the shooting. Another member of the party also had an IED emplaced outside 

his home in the Husseiniya district to the north of Baghdad. An act of possible intimidation, not believed to be 

politically motivated, was recorded on the evening of April 20, when a hand grenade was thrown at a house in 

central Basra. There were no major hostile incidents elsewhere in the southern region with reporting comprised 

primarily of criminal activity and local disputes. Multiple arrests over drug trafficking were also reported in Wasit, 

Muthanna, Dhi Qar and Basra. The trend for local protests over employment and provision of services continued 

this week. Demonstrations were seen again in Muthanna, Basra, and Dhi Qar. Political issues also featured 

among protesters’ demands.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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