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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook 
 

 In the short term, reporting from Iraq will likely be dominated by political issues, focused on campaigning 

ahead of the May 12 parliamentary elections. The official electioneering campaign started on April 14. 

Although there is no indication any wider use of violence should be expected, low-level intimidation 

attacks on political offices and figures are likely to be seen recurrently over the next three weeks. 

 

 Islamic State (IS) has expressed the intent to increase operational tempo in the pre-election period, 

though their ability to sustain a campaign of high-profile attacks remains in question. On April 7, a 

suicide attack on a political meeting was seen in Hit, Anbar province. On April 15, a VBIED targeted an 

electoral candidate in Kirkuk city killing one civilian and injuring 17. The returning focus on terrorist 

activity may be a pre-cursor for high-profile attacks in Baghdad.  

 

 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence 

of an insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS 

pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along the 

Syrian border. We have also seen a significant escalation in IS activity, particularly in Kirkuk province, 

where a marked increase in attacks against ISF has been evident.  

 

 Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation 

and provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala. Disagreements remain 

over Baghdad's demands for access to the border crossings with Turkey and KR-I’s reduced share of 

the 2018 Federal Budget as the region struggles to pay its civil servant salaries. Relations have thawed 

somewhat since Baghdad’s decision to allow the reopening of the KR-Is airports to international traffic.  

 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

 The outlook for the medium to long-term remains difficult to assess due to a number of factors. These 

include the outcome of parliamentary elections, the time frame to form a new government and the 

resolution of outstanding issues between Baghdad and the Kurdish region. The issues of an enduring 

US presence in Iraq and the future role of the PMUs also remain a major question. 

 

 In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the 

country, it is possible that the post-IS security environment will be characterized by sectarian flash points 

between radical Sunni elements and Shia militia groups, especially in Nineveh and western Kirkuk. 

 
 From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, which in turn is 

connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in Syria. There is 

however, little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to an asymmetric 

insurgency model in an attempt to reinvigorate itself. 

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in 

Basra and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia 

factions expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

PM Abadi visits Kurdistan for the first time since independence referendum 
Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi arrived in Sulaymaniyah on April 25 to campaign for candidates of his electoral 

Nasr list running for seats in the parliamentary election. “We have come to listen to you and your issues,” he said 

at a campaign event. Abadi continued his visit in Irbil on April 26, where was received by Kurdish Regional 

Government’s Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani. It is al-Abadi’s first visit to the Kurdistan Region since 

September’s independence referendum. PM al-Abadi went on to visit Kirkuk on April 28. 

Islamic State reiterates threats to upcoming parliamentary elections  
Islamic State again threatened to target the upcoming parliamentary elections, slated for May 12, warning 

Sunnis to stay away from polling stations. This came in a message delivered by the group’s spokesman Abu al-

Hasan al-Muhahir on April 22. This is in line with the standing assessment IS will attempt to increase the 

operational tempo in the pre-election period, though their ability to sustain a campaign of attacks remains in 

question. Areas affected by the lingering insurgent presence such as Anbar, Kirkuk, or Nineveh remain at a 

higher risk. 

 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

IHEC continues voter cards distribution; PM pledges support 

PM Haider al-Abadi commented on the organisation of the upcoming elections during his weekly conference on 

April 24. He looked to silence critics by claiming that all necessary support has been provided to the Independent 

High Electoral Commission (IHEC) to enable it to carry out its duty and ensure that Iraq's elections are free, fair 

and transparent. He assured that the Government and IHEC will not tolerate any attempts to manipulate the 

electoral process and anyone engaging in such transgressions will ‘feel the full force of the law’. Finally, he 

stated that the government, the security forces and the IHEC were working to ensure that voters in the recently 

liberated areas are able to exercise their democratic right, receive their voting cards and take part in the 

elections.  

 

UN Representative condemns defamation of female candidates 

In a statement released on April 24, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Iraq, Ján Kubiš, 

denounced defamation campaigns specifically targeting women candidates and urged the political parties and all 

of Iraqi society “to stand up against such vulgar acts that only serve to undermine the democratic process.” 

Several female candidates in multiple parties have been targeted by online smear campaigns, including the 

circulation of derogatory videos and comments. Member of Parliament Antithar al-Shammari was dropped as a 

candidate from the list of Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi after a compromising video in which she purportedly 

appeared was circulated online. Also this week, a video of a young man kissing the campaign poster of a female 

candidate raised fears of a feud between two tribes in Najaf.  

 

PM Abadi on campaign trail for Nasr Alliance; first visit to Kurdistan since independence referendum 

On April 22, PM Haider al-Abadi travelled to Anbar province to campaign for candidates of his electoral Nasr list 

running for seats in the parliamentary election and conducted a number of visits to key areas. Abadi opened the 

headquarters of the police department in Amiriyat Fallujah praising the determination of the local populace and 

tribes. At the University of Fallujah, Abadi stressed the importance of the university as a focal point for unity. 

Abadi also visited several infrastructure locations in Ramadi.  

 

On April 25, the Prime Minister arrived in Sulaymaniyah. “We have come to listen to you and your issues,” he 

said at a campaign event. Following his speech, Abadi paid a visit to the house of a Peshmerga soldier who died 

fighting IS in Kirkuk. Abadi continued his KR-I visit in Irbil on April 26, where was received by KRG Prime 

Minister Nechirvan Barzani. Kurdish supporters of the prime minister's list gathered at the Saad Abdullah Hall in 

Irbil to show their support for the candidates running on the Nasr list. According to pictures distributed on Kurdish 

media, most seats in the hall were noticeably empty while the Prime Minister was delivering his speech.  
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Security 
 

Islamic State reiterates threats to Iraqi elections 

Islamic State again threatened to target the upcoming parliamentary elections, slated for May 12, warning 

Sunnis to stay away from polling stations. This came in a message delivered by the group’s spokesman Abu al-

Hasan al-Muhahir on April 22. “Polling centres and those in them will be targets for our swords”, said al-Muhajir, 

telling Iraqi Sunnis to “stay away from them and avoid walking near them”. COMMENT: ‘This is in line with the 

standing assessment IS will attempt to increase the operational tempo in the pre-election period, though their 

ability to sustain a campaign of attacks remains in question. Areas affected by the lingering insurgent presence 

such as Anbar, Kirkuk, or Nineveh remain at a higher risk. On April 7, a suicide attack on a political meeting was 

seen in Hit, Anbar province. On April 15, a VBIED targeted an electoral candidate in Kirkuk city killing one civilian 

and injuring 17. Activity in Baghdad has remained constrained by security footprint so far.’ COMMENT ENDS 

 

Turkmen candidate targeted in Kirkuk  

The house belonging to the Turkmen electoral candidate, Ammar Kahiya, in Kirkuk was attacked on April 24; at 

least one person was injured with Kurdish media reporting seven other casualties. The same candidate was 

targeted by a VBIED on April 15, when one person was killed and 17 others were injured. Media reports suggest 

the politician has been vocal in expressing anti-Kurdish sentiments in the past years. Turkmen Front has been 

regularly targeted with IEDs, grenades, and SAF attacks in past months, believed to be conducted by Kurdish 

dissident groups operating in Kirkuk and Salah al-Din province and possibly aligned with IS. 

 

Kurdish security seizes large shipment of drugs 

Kurdish security forces have impounded some 50 kg of opioids at the Kurdistan Region-Turkey border; the drugs 

were due to be transferred to Syria. According to Mergasur security, the illegal shipment included heroin, which 

was being smuggled from Iran to Syria through the KRG and Turkey. “This operation by security forces was 

expertly executed. We were already aware that a large shipment of drugs was heading to the Kurdistan Region, 

but we did not strike immediately.” No further details were given by the security officials whether they had 

coordination with Turkish Police or not. Also this week, three suspects were arrested in Sulaymaniyah province 

on drug trafficking and robbery charges. North of Sulaymaniyah, Kurdish security arrested an individual in 

possession of 14,000 narcotics tablets in Qala Diza. 

 

Shia to gather for 12th Imam’s Birthday celebration on May 02 

The Shia festival of Shaabaniya is taking place on May 2 (15
th
 of the Muslim month Shaaban, starting on the 

evening of May 1). Shaabaniya marks the birthday of the Twelfth (and last) Imam, also known as ‘Imam al-

Mahdi’ or ‘The Hidden Imam’ who is believed to have escaped death and ascended to heaven from the Golden 

Mosque in Samarra. The main focus of the Shaabaniya celebrations is the Imam Hussein Shrine in Karbala (in 

spite of the historical association with Samarra) and millions of pilgrims are expected to visit the city during the 

festival. Many pilgrims will walk on foot, with rest stops provided on routes, and will carry symbolic flags.  

Humanitarian 
 

HRW slams Iraq for destroying evidence of abuses during anti-IS operations 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) have called on Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi to make public the results of 

investigations his government carried out into abuses during the military campaign against the Islamic State (IS) 

in Mosul. According to HRW, an incident in March in which officials from Baghdad removed about 80 bodies from 

a damaged house before burning it a few days later raised suspicions of a cover-up of killings of possible IS 

suspects. “Given the serious abuses in the final weeks of the battle against IS in Mosul’s Old City, this site and 

the bodies should have been preserved as potential evidence for forensic investigators,” Lama Fakih, deputy 

Middle East director at HRW, said.  
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UAE, UNESCO and Iraq partner to reconstruct Mosul’s iconic historic site 

The United Arab Emirates, UNESCO and Iraq signed an agreement whereby the Emirates will contribute $50.4 

million USD to the reconstruction of the cultural heritage of Mosul, an official UN statement confirmed on April 

23. The project concerns the restoration and reconstruction of the historic landmarks of Mosul, notably the Al-

Nouri Mosque and its iconic, leaning 45-metre Al-Hadba Minaret. The city’s historic gardens and other open 

spaces are also part of the plan, which foresees the building of a memorial and site museum. The initiative is 

part of the greater Revive the Spirit of Mosul project, presented by the Director-General of UNESCO in February 

2018 at the International Conference for Reconstruction of Iraq in Kuwait. “As a contribution to the UN Recovery 

and Resilience Plan for Iraq, and in full cooperation with the Iraqi government, UNESCO’s initiative aims to 

revive a spirit of peaceful co-existence and social cohesion, through education and culture, in Mosul and 

beyond” the statement read.   

Economy 
 

Iraq resumes payments of Gulf War reparations to Kuwait 

The United Nations confirmed on April 20 that Iraq resumed paying Kuwait compensation for the destruction of 

Kuwaiti oil fields and facilities during the 1990-91 Gulf War. The payments had been suspended since October 

2014 due to security and budgetary problems caused by the fight against Islamic State. “The United Nations 

Compensation Commission (UNCC) today made available $90 million USD to the Government of the State of 

Kuwait,” the UN said. “With today’s payment, the Commission has paid out $47.9 billion USD, leaving 

approximately $4.5 billion USD remaining to be paid.” The sum owed, as well as the $90 million USD payment, 

goes towards an overall claim of $14.7 billion USD in damages by the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation, the largest 

approved by the Geneva-based commission, set up by the UN Security Council in 1991. 

 

Flydubai to resume flights to Sulaymaniyah  

Flights between Sulaymaniyah International Airport and Dubai are set to resume from May 10, the Sulaymaniyah 

airport’s communications centre said on April 25. The resumption of the flights comes a month after Baghdad 

lifted an air blockade to the airspace of the Kurdistan Region. Flydubai, which now operates flights to five 

destinations in Iraq including Baghdad, Basra, Irbil and Najaf, has confirmed it would relaunch two flights a week 

to Sulaymaniyah. Flights will operate between Dubai International Airport and Sulaymaniyah International Airport 

on Thursdays and Sundays. 

 

Iraq awards six energy blocks in bidding round  

Iraqi Oil Ministry held a bidding round for international energy companies, with 11 energy deposits near the 

borders with Iran and Kuwait on offer. Three blocks were awarded to UAE-based Crescent Petroleum, two to 

China’s Geo Jade Petroleum, and one to United Energy Group, based in China, according to Reuters. Five 

blocks did not receive any bids. Exxon Mobil, Total, Zarubezhneft, Lukoil and Gazprom decided not to bid, Abdul 

Mahdy al-Ameedi, director-general for upstream oil contracts, said without giving a reason.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

 

Skirmishes and Turkish military operations continue on the northern outskirts of the Kurdish Region. Kurdistan 

Workers’ Party (PKK) claimed up to 14 Turkish soldiers were killed or injured in attacks on Turkish positions in 

Sidikan district, Irbil province. Six Turkish soldiers were reportedly killed in three separate attacks in the Sidekan 

area of northern Iraq and Hakkari province in south-eastern Turkey. In retaliation, Turkish airstrikes were 

reported to have targeted several PKK positions inside northern Iraqi on April 23/24, killing six PKK members 

and destroying assets in the area. Seven PKK militants were reportedly killed in the Mount Lelkan region. On 

April 25, airstrikes were again reported in the Qandil Mountains area, north Irbil, as well as the Shawre Valley 

near Rawanduz and villages near Warte town. Skirmishing between the Turkish military and PKK elements was 

reported in Sidikan district on April 27.  

 

Protests by security guards, demanding that their salaries are calculated according to the revised public salary 

scheme, were seen again across the Kurdish Region, in Irbil, Duhok, Sulaymaniyah, Ranya, Akre, Chamchamal 

and Soran. On April 25, protesters in Irbil reportedly blocked the Irbil to Kirkuk road, saying KRG failed to 

respond to their demands. Protesters in Chamchamal blocked the road between Kirkuk and Sulaymaniyah.  
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The election campaign has so far passed quietly in Nineveh province, with only minor incidents reported. A man 

in possession of a hand grenade was arrested near a polling station in the Noor neighbourhood in eastern Mosul 

as he reportedly attempted to attack civilians inside the station. Thirty three individuals were arrested in Mosul 

city for preventing candidates from hanging their posters. Three young civilians reportedly related to electoral 

candidates were abducted in separate incidents at Hammam al-Alil sub-district on April 23 and 24. Similar to 

previous weeks, numerous arrested on suspicion of links with IS were seen in Mosul (Tiseen, Islah Zera’i, 

Jamasah, Mithaq neighbourhoods). Legacy IEDs and cached explosives were found in Aydiyah and Tal al-

Rakrak (Tal Afar district), Shurrah, and Hamdaniyah. In restive areas of western Nineveh, unidentified gunmen 

killed a guard of a medical clinic and injured one other civilian near Ba’aj. Near the Syrian border, the Popular 

Mobilisation 29th Bde reportedly killed four IS militants and destroyed one vehicle in Tal Safuk on April 22.  

 

Kirkuk province saw another notable election-related attack this week, targeting a house belonging to the 

Turkmen candidate, Ammar Kahya, on April 24. Media sources indicated up to seven people were injured (see 

Political Overview). Separately, local media claimed rounds were shot in the air during a political rally of the New 

Generation movement near Kirkuk, reportedly as a result of a dispute between NG and the Patriotic Union of 

Kurdistan supporters. Western districts of Kirkuk province remain restive. During the week, PMF and Federal 

Police announced search operations in al-Zab sub-district of Hawijah, and along the main road between Kirkuk 

and SaD province. Skirmishes with insurgents were seen near Dibis (six insurgents killed), Rashad (Sunni tribal 

leader killed and five other tribesmen injured; six insurgent killed), Yaychi (one PMF vehicle destroyed), Daquq 

(two FP members killed and three others wounded). On April 22, PUK website reported Kurdish counter-

terrorism units freed three Peshmerga members who had been held in captivity by Islamic State militants in Dibis 

district for over three months.  

 

Reporting from Salah al-Din again concentrated on the districts along the Hamrin Mountains. Federal Police 

reported that a civilian handed over a car tyre packed with explosives at a checkpoint in Tuz Khurmatu. The 

civilian claimed that he had been coerced by IS and instructed to drive the device to the checkpoint; the device 

was made-safe and the driver taken into custody. Finds of cached munitions and explosives were again in 

evidence near Baiji, Shirqat and Samarra. A woman was wounded by a detonation in Baiji district on April 25. 

The Samarra Operations Command reported seventeen IEDs were dismantled along the oil pipeline in Samarra 

district. Seven IEDs planted on the road between Samarra and Mutaibijah. In southern Salah al-Din, Popular 

Mobilisation Forces claimed they had killed one attacker wearing an explosive vest and located three others in 

the Tal al-Dhahab area, Balad district on April 26. On the next day, ISF supported by PMF confronted a group of 

insurgents in the Yathrib area, Balad District; one militant was killed and a number of others were injured.  

 

Reporting from Diyala was relatively muted during the week, with no major clashes or high-profile attacks. ISF 

repulsed an attack on a security checkpoint on the outskirts of Jalawla on April 24, no casualties were reported. 

Three mortar rounds reportedly landed near the Nadouman village on the outskirts of Jalawla, targeting a 

security checkpoint; no casualties were reported. The Popular Mobilisation 110th Bde targeted suspected 

insurgent positions with indirect fire in the Naft Khana area, Khanaqin district. At least two IED detonations were 

seen in the Diyala River Valley. The head of Muqdadiyah local council said a large-scale search operation aimed 

at eliminating IS sleeper cells started in the district on April 26. Security sweeps and IED finds were also seen 

north of Baquba, along the Baghdad-Kirkuk road. Arrests on criminal charges, including drug trafficking, were 

also seen.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

There were no high-profile incidents in Anbar as ISF continue security sweeps across the province. Sunni 

tribesmen, supported by the Iraqi Army and air assets, started a large-scale clearance operation south-west of 

Ramadi this week, around Rahhliya, Wadi Sumail, Abu al-Jir and Qadhif Valley.  

 

Meanwhile, Iraqi forces continue cross-border operations against Islamic State positions inside Syria. The mayor 

al-Qaim town stated on April 21 that "the artillery of the Army's 8th DIV stationed in al-Qaim is conducting almost 

daily bombardment on targets of the terrorist Daesh [IS] on the Syrian side near the Iraqi border." IS 

commander, believed to be IS’s ‘second-in-command’, Abu Luqman al-Suri, was reportedly killed in an Iraqi 

airstrike inside the Syrian territory on April 23. Iraqi forces discovered a tunnel dug by Islamic State during 

search operations in the Karabla area, near Qaim. A legacy IED detonated in the Obeidi region of Qaim on April 

23, killing one person and wounding two others. The Anbar Operations Command reported this week 40x IEDs 

were cleared in the desert areas along the border. Further west, the Border Protection Force reported thwarting 

a smuggling attempt near the Jordan-Syria-Iraq border junction; three suspects were arrested after a SAF 

exchange and a load of cannabis and other drugs was seized. Three policemen were wounded when an IED 

exploded on their patrol in Akashat, near the Syrian border.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Reporting from Baghdad city was muted, with low-level disputes and criminality primarily in evidence. Election-

related incidents continue to be seen as the campaign ahead of parliamentary polls progresses, but they have 

remained low-level so far. A candidate of the Sa'eroun Alliance (Sadrist-Communist), Anwar Ali al-Kaabi, 

claimed unidentified gunmen opened fire on his vehicle whilst he was driving in the Shama’iyah area on April 22; 

the candidate’s nephew was wounded. Baghdad Operations Command reported arresting a number of 

individuals for taking down posters of electoral candidates in the city. In the background, the usual brand of 

criminal activity and low-level disputes was being reported. The majority of attacks on civilians occurred again in 

east Baghdad. Security forces claimed to have arrested numerous individuals involved in criminal acts across 

Baghdad during the week. Arrest operations were conducted in Kadhimiyah, West Rashid (Shurta Rabia, 

Saadiyah), Adhamiyah, Sadr City, Dora, the offences ranging from fraud, robbery, to drug trafficking and murder.  

 

Another attempt at a suicide attack was reported north of the city on April 25. The Baghdad Operations 

Command (BOC) claimed that elements of IA and Sunni tribesmen intercepted and killed a militant wearing an 

explosive vest in Mushahada sub-district of Tarmiyah. There were two detonations targeting civilians in public 

market areas. Two people were wounded when an IED exploded in Zaidan, Abu Ghraib district, on April 21. To 

the south-east, an IED detonation wounded two people in Madain. On April 24, the owner of a private generator 

was reportedly wounded in a low-yield IED detonation in Jisr Diyala, in what was likely a targeted attack linked to 

his employment. Targeted SAF attacks on civilians were also seen in Arab Jabour and Radhwaniyah.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

There were no high-profile incidents in the southern region this week. A notable case of kidnapping was reported 

from Babil province. The vice-chairman of the Iraqi Olympic Committee and head of Iraq’s Boxing Federation, 

Bashar Mustafa, was kidnapped on the Karbala to Baghdad road near Musayyib on April 24, and released in an 

ISF operation within 24 hours. Four captors were arrested including three residents of Babil and one from 

Baghdad. Another significant case of kidnapping was seen in Basra. A police captain was abducted in Shatt al-

Arab. A note left at the scene identified the perpetrators as the family of a local man who had been arrested and 

charged by the officer for drugs offences. On 28 April, the officer was found safe and well. On 24 April a second 

police officer who had been abducted two months prior was rescued in Qarmat Ali. Eight individuals from the 

same tribe were arrested and charged with his kidnap and imprisonment.  

Low-yield IED activity was again witnessed this week. In Basra, a private dwelling was targeted on April 25. No 

casualties were recorded and the device which contained approx. 100g of homemade explosive caused only 

minimal damage. Outside Basra, a UVIED attached to a vehicle of a retired ISF officer was defused the Umm al-

Khail area of central Diwaniyah. A hand grenade detonated in the Daraji area of Muthanna on April 25, wounding 

one civilian. Small Arms Fire incidents this week were primarily linked to tribal/familial disputes and intimidation, 

within the routine parameters. Heightened security measures were put in place in Fadiliyah sub-district, south of 

Nasiriyah, due to the risk of tribal feuding over an outstanding dispute between local tribes. There were two other 

incidents apparently related to tribal disputes in Dhi Qar on April 26. Arrests on drug trafficking and fraud 

charges were reported in Wasit, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Karbala and Dhi Qar. Minor election-related incidents also 

featured in media reporting.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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