
           

 Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld 

 
 
 

 
Weekly Iraq .Xplored report 
26 May 2018 
 
Prepared by Risk Analysis Team, Iraq 
 
garda.com 
 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report  

26 May 2018       

 
Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld                    [2]                      garda.com/ips 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS .......................................................................................................................................... 2 
ACTIVITY MAP .................................................................................................................................................... 3 
OUTLOOK ............................................................................................................................................................. 4 

Short term: Post Election period ...................................................................................................................... 4 

Medium to long term outlook ............................................................................................................................ 4 
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ...................................................................................................................................... 5 

SVEST attack in Kadhimiyah District, Baghdad City ...................................................................................... 5 
THREAT MATRIX ................................................................................................................................................ 5 
OVERVIEW............................................................................................................................................................ 6 

Political ................................................................................................................................................................ 6 

Security ............................................................................................................................................................... 8 
WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT .................................................................................................... 9 

Countrywide Military/Security Situation .......................................................................................................... 9 
ACRONYM LIST ................................................................................................................................................ 15 
GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES .............................................................................................. 16 
GARDAWORLD.................................................................................................................................................. 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This report is an abridged version of GardaWorld Weekly Iraq .Xplored May 26, 2018.  To subscribe to the full 
versions of the daily/weekly Iraq .Xplored reports, or for enquires relating to other GardaWorld services, please 
contact daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 
the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith 
on the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is 
made as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments 
made or the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report 
is taken solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 

mailto:daniel.matthews@garda.com


Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report  

26 May 2018            

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [3]                        garda.com/ips 

 

 

ACTIVITY MAP 
 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

26 May 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [4]                         

 

OUTLOOK  

Short term: Post Election period  
 

• The results of the May 12 parliamentary elections will likely dominate headlines in the immediate 
outlook. In line with earlier assessments, there was no widespread use of violence over the election 
period; however, there is now an increased risk that clashes between supporters of the various parties 
may occur following the official release of the results of the polls and the various political parties 
manoeuvre to gain dominance in government. This was borne out on May 25 when the Communist Party 
Headquarters in Karadah District, Baghdad was targeted by a low-yield IED.  It is also possible that we 
will see political demonstrations within the capital and the other Iraqi provinces in the weeks and months 
following the election.   
 

• There were no terrorist attacks on the polling stations within Baghdad itself on polling day, corroborating 
earlier assessments that their operational capabilities remain limited within the capital, despite the intent 
to target the elections.  However, a number of IS attacks against ISF and polling stations occurred in 
Diyala, Sala-al-Din and Kirkuk provinces on May 12.   
 

• The holy Muslim month of Ramadan started on May 17. During Ramadan, Baghdad's parks, outdoor 
eateries, cafes and commercial areas are usually packed with people shortly after sunset until the small 
hours of the next day when Muslims eat their last meal before they begin their daily dawn-to-sunset fast.  
On May 24, an IS SVEST attacker detonated his device in Shula, north western Kadhimiyah District, 
Baghdad City killing up to 12 people.  Further high-profile attacks of this nature will likely be attempted 
during this period, although activity should still be broadly within established parameters.  This latest 
attack however, highlights the fact that, like last year, Islamic State will exploit Ramadan to target 
gatherings of people within the city during the evening hours. To that end, busy areas should be 
completely avoided during Ramadan, especially in the evenings. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

• A protracted period of coalition building will likely follow the elections. Political tensions are expected to 
be elevated, although the risk of civil unrest will be somewhat mitigated by the festive period of 
Ramadan. A period of transition will follow in which bureaucracy will increase as incumbents and policy 
change.  

 

• The election result and government composition is expected to have a significant impact on the security 
environment in northern Iraq. In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised tribes in 
Sunni dominated areas of the country, these areas will remain at risk of sectarian violence from radical 
Sunni elements, especially in Nineveh, Salah al-Din and western Kirkuk.  
 

• Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum, temporarily exacerbated by 
electioneering. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation and provocation have been reported in Nineveh, 
Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala. Relations between Baghdad and Irbil have thawed somewhat since 
GOI’s decision to reopen the KR-Is airports to international traffic and release payments for Kurdish civil 
servants.   

 

• Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence 
of an insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS 
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pockets, the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the rural regions of Anbar and along the 
Syrian border. From a security perspective, the main focus will be on preventing the resurgence of IS, 
which in turn is connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily defeat their remaining elements in 
Syria. There is however, little disagreement within the analytical community that IS will revert back to an 
asymmetric insurgency model in an attempt to reinvigorate itself. 
 

• Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in 
Basra and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by militia factions 
expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

SVEST attack in Kadhimiyah District, Baghdad City 
The reporting period was dominated by the IS SVEST attack that was carried out at the entrance of the 
Saqlawiyah Park in Shula, north western Kadhimiyah District, Baghdad City on May 24.  The attack killed four 
people, including a policeman and wounded a further 16.  It was stated that ISF intercepted the bomber as he 
entered the park in Shula, a mainly Shiite district, however he managed to detonate his device before he could 
be killed. ‘This was the first attack inside Baghdad City since the May 17 start of the holy Muslim month of 
Ramadan and the first major attack since Jan 15 when a double suicide attack took place in Tayaran Square in 
Rusafah District killing 27 people.  There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the bombing, although the 
attack bears the hallmarks of Islamic State.  Baghdad's parks, outdoor eateries, cafes and commercial areas are 
usually packed during Ramadan starting shortly after sunset until the small hours of the next day when Muslims 
eat their last meal before they begin their daily dawn-to-sunset fast.  This latest attack highlights the fact that, like 
last year, Islamic State will exploit Ramadan to target gatherings of people within the city during the busy post-
fast evening hours. 
 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

26 May 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [6]                         

 

OVERVIEW 

Political 
 
Sadr, Hakim discuss possible governing alliance 
Iraqi prominent Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr has met Shia leader Ammar al-Hakim to discuss the formation of a 
new government.  This came after results of the 12 May parliamentary election showed Sadr's Saeroon 
(Marching) alliance in the lead with 54 out of the parliament's 329 seats.  Hakim's Hikma (Wisdom) alliance came 
out as the seventh largest bloc in the election, with 22 seats.  Meeting in Najaf late on May 17, both leaders said 
they agree on the need to form a representative government, the website of Sadr's office reported on 18 May. 
The two leaders have not always been on good terms, according to many sources, with Sadr once saying he 
would not engage with Hakim politically or share a platform with him prior to the election, according to press 
reports.  Hakim termed his meeting with Sadr a "valuable opportunity," where they discussed the election and its 
results and potential party combinations in government.  "We examined the necessity of forming a government 
that is national, strong, independent in its political decisions, dependent on the will of the free Iraqi nation, and 
with a national orientation that transcends components and represents all the sons of the people of Iraq," Hakim 
told journalists.  Talk of a possible Saeroon-Hikma alliance marks a good start, Hakim said. "We are open to 
further talks with any party standing on an anti-corruption, cross-sectarian and cross-ethnic, and pro-reform 
platform," he added.  He also called on the election commission to seriously examine complaints and allegations 
of fraud.  "It is clear that the low turnout in the election is a message from the people of Iraq that they want new 
faces, serious programmes and steps to provide the necessary and proper services to the sons of our people," 
Hakim added. Nearly 7,000 candidates from rival alliances ran in the election which saw a turnout of 44.52 per 
cent.  The new parliament will elect a new president and a prime minister in preparation for forming a new 
government.  

Abadi and Al Sadr hold discussions 
Incumbent Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi and the winner of the general elections Muqtada al-Sadr held a joint 
press conference after a meeting late on May 19 in which they spoke of their vision for Iraq’s future, signalling 
that they may work together.  “There was a clear message in this meeting: hoping that your government will be 
all inclusive,” said Sadr.  Both had run on platforms advocating a non-sectarian, technocratic government.  The 
new government should be “strong… and provide services and security to the people in the coming four years,” 
said Abadi.  Abadi acknowledged the problem of high unemployment, especially among youth, and said the 
issue should be a priority.   Sadr’s surprise victory has upended Iraq’s political scene – his alliance with 
communists and secularists topped the polls followed by the Iran-backed Fatih alliance, pushing the ruling 
Abadi’s list into third place and the influential Dawa party leader Nouri al-Maliki into a distant fourth.  The 
outspoken cleric did not stand for election himself, but as the leader of the biggest coalition, he is in a position to 
play kingmaker.  It is widely expected that Abadi will retain his post of prime minister.  Parties have three days to 
file complaints about the final results that were released early Saturday morning.   Though the vote was tainted 
by widespread fraud and the election commission has come under fire for its handling of the allegations, Abadi 
called on everyone to accept the result.  He also said that political parties have to accelerate the process of 
convening the new parliament so that it can form a government.  After his meeting with Abadi, Sadr tweeted: 
"We are still advocates of unity and peace… We are still advocates of brotherhood between sects and religions, 
trends and ideas, as well as one religion, one doctrine, we are all Iraqis".  It was alter reported that Abadi 
defended his record in office in a column for the Washington Post. Published a week after Iraqis went to the 
polls. Abadi used the influential US newspaper to call on winning parties to allow him to lead a new government. 
“We are now ready to work with the other parties who have also won mandates from our people to form a new 
government” Abadi said.   

Sadr meets Allawi, highlights fight against corruption 
Moqtada al-Sadr, whose Sairoun (Marching) coalition came in the lead in the 12 May parliamentary election, has 
met former Prime Minister Ayad Allawi on May 21.  The two sides discussed the developments of the political 
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process and highlighted the need to discard sectarianism.  "The talks focussed on filling the gaps that surround 
the political process and speeding up the government formation to carry out its responsibilities," read a 
statement from Sadr's office, following the meeting in Baghdad.  "Sadr emphasised the priorities of the Iraqi 
people in fighting sectarianism and corruption and for establishing the foundations of social justice," the 
statement said.   

Iraq's Sadr alliance denies reports of tensions with Iran 
The secretary-general of the Sairoun electoral alliance has denied reports of tensions between the alliance and 
Iran.  "We believe in the principle of dialogue and neighbourliness with all countries, including the countries 
surrounding Iraq", Hassan al-Aqouly told press on May 23.  He further referred to relations with neighbouring 
countries as "balanced" and "mutually beneficial", saying that Iraq maintains "good relations" with Iran.  
Regarding foreign intervention in the formation of the upcoming government, he said: "We seek to form a strong 
national government through an Iraqi decision as Iraqis are the voice in these elections".  He further addressed 
claims of Iranian meddling in the result to push certain figures into power, the agency said, stating that the last 
elections were among the most accurate in Iraq and refuting the likelihood of vote rigging.  He further noted that 
currently, discussions remain in the preliminary stages with other parties and blocs over the formation of the next 
government.  He moreover denied that any parties or blocs had been blacklisted from joining the upcoming 
government, with the exception of those that do not wish to "build the country 

Iraqi Kurdish delegation heads to Baghdad for talks 
An Iraqi Kurdish delegation from the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) has left Erbil for Baghdad to take part in 
talks on the formation of a new Iraqi government cabinet, according to reports.  "We will not back anyone in 
particular in Baghdad to form a new government. We will back anyone who supports the rights of the Kurds" 
Fazil Mirani, the head of the KDP politburo, told press.  He added: "Iraq's presidency post is very important for 
the Kurds because that post internationally represents Iraq."  "We have no veto on anyone from any party to take 
up the post of the presidency," KDP's Mirani said, suggesting that the KDP could agree for the PUK to be given 
the presidency post once again if both parties were to reach an agreement, which was the case in previous 
years.   "It is very possible that the KDP and the PUK will meet after our KDP delegation returns to Erbil from 
Baghdad," he added.  The prime minister of the autonomous Kurdistan Region, Nechirvan Barzani, who is also 
the deputy leader of the KDP, recently told press that the post of the presidency could go to another Iraqi Arab or 
a Kurdish party.  "It is not a rule that the PUK should hold the post of the presidency of Iraq" he told Rudaw 
reporters in an interview broadcast several days before the May 12 Iraqi parliamentary election. 
 
Iraq forms committee to review possible vote rigging 
Iraq's cabinet has formed a committee to review any breaches or violations into the 12 May parliamentary 
elections following reports of possible electronic rigging.  The committee will be headed by the director of the 
Office of Financial Supervision and will include members of the Commission for Integrity, as well as the head and 
members of Iraq's security apparatus, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi's official website reported on 24 May.  
During the extraordinary cabinet session, a team of electronic experts presented evidence indicating the 
possibility of the polling machines' susceptibility to infiltration.  The cabinet has ordered the committee to look 
into all evidence presented during the meeting, including that presented by security forces and the Commission 
for Integrity.  "The committee shall have the right to access all documents pertaining to the electoral process 
within and outside the [Independent High Electoral Commission, IHEC] and to oblige all parties, including the 
IHEC, to submit all documents," the statement read. 

Iraq electoral body voids results in five provinces 
Iraq's Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) has voided the results in over 100 polling stations in five 
provinces due to complaints over the results.  The results of 103 polling stations in the provinces of Baghdad, 
Erbil, Anbar, Salah-al-Din and Nineveh were voided, Baghdad-based private news website Shafaq reported on 
21 May.  The IHEC said that it received 1,436 complaints over the results, 33 of which were classified as "red 
category" complaints, according to a commission statement appearing on Shafaq.  The statement did not 
indicate whether voiding the results would affect the outcome of the election.  The provinces in which the votes 
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have been voided notably exclude Kirkuk and Dohuk, where the IHEC claimed that commission officials were 
being threatened and held hostage by residents contesting the results of the poll.  Initial results in the province 
indicated that the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan won the majority of seats in the province, followed by the Arab-
Sunni alliance. The results have however been contested, with widespread protests by Arab and Turkmen 
residents, amid widespread claims of rigging. 

Security 

Clashes between Turkish army, Kurdish PKK 'intensifies' in Iraq 
Ongoing clashes between Turkish soldiers and fighters of the rebel Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) have 
continued to 'intensify' in the Sidekan (Bradost) area in Iraq's northern Kurdish Erbil Province according to press 
reports.  Clashes broke out on the morning of May 23 and continued to intensify in the villages of Chya Del, 
Chya Kawen and in areas around Lelkan in Erbil Province.  The Turkish army had also reportedly entered the 
village of Mawarat in Erbil Province which had resulted in the evacuation of several villages 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
In the Kurdistan region, the body of a 45-year-old man, who worked as a taxi driver was recovered in Kelekchi 
sub-district, south east of Dohuk, three days after being reported missing.  The victim was reportedly intercepted 
and abducted by a group of armed men near Shekhan junction.  It was stated that no money or belongings were 
stolen, with Police saying that the perpetrators may have been Islamic State militants that could have infiltrated 
into Dohuk in an attempt to destabilise the security situation.  Meanwhile, Turkish bombardment of PKK targets 
in Erbil and Dohuk provinces have continued throughout the reporting period with Turkish jets destroying four 
more ‘terrorist’ targets in Hakurk, Erbil province, the Turkish military said on May 22.  It was also stated that two 
Turkish soldiers were killed during an attack by Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) militants in the same area.   
 
ISF have continued to conduct counter-IS operations in Nineveh province during the reporting period, with 
reports of finds of substantial weapons caches and arrests of prominent IS fighters. Prominent arrests included  
a member of the IS religious police of the so-called “State of Hit” from Anbar province and an IS sleeper cell 
comprising multiple insurgents in Hammam al-Alil, south of Mosul, as they were planning to launch attacks 
against civilians.  In addition to this, thirteen suspected IS militants were reported to have been arrested in a 
series of raids carried in al-Intisar, Jadidat al-Mufti and al-Noor neighbourhoods in eastern Mosul. Major arrest 
operations were also announced outside of the city with three female militants, said to be of Arab nationalities 
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and members of the IS religious police (Hasabah) arrested near the Syrian border as they tried to flee the 
country. 
 
It was also reported that tensions between the PMF and Kurdish officials in Sinjar have risen significantly during 
the reporting period.  This followed an incident where PMF members allegedly raided the home of a local KDP 
organizer and supposedly issued threats against him. There have also been claims that intimidatory gunfire has 
been directed at homes of individuals tied to the KDP around Sinjar.  
 
Another busy period has been witnessed in Kirkuk province, and the region remains unstable with IS continuing 
to launch hit and run attacks against ISF throughout the province, with the areas of Hawijah and Al-Rashad 
remaining the most active.  Early on May 25, a large IS force attacked two villages near Abasi, sparking hours of 
clashes. Between five and eight of the militants detonated suicide vests during the operation, in which at least 11 
attackers were killed. Six PMU members and civilians were also killed, and 13 others wounded. Elsewhere in 
Kirkuk, several ISF checkpoints were attacked, and three militiamen were wounded by a roadside IED near 
Rashad. IS also destroyed a number of main electricity lines, causing a total loss of power to Hawijah and Tikrit.  
Meanwhile tension over alleged vote rigging in the May 12 elections has continued unabated this week in Kirkuk 
City.  More than a week after Iraq’s Parliamentary Elections, Arabs and Turkmen in Kirkuk continue to 
demonstrate and reject the polls’ results, with more protests occurring during the reporting period.  The 
protesting factions suspect the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) of influencing the vote in its favour.  In 
addition, besides the Arabs and Turkmen, other Kurdish parties in Kirkuk are also concerned about the results, 
demanding a manual re-count of the ballots.   
 
Sala-al-Din province has been relatively quiet this week in comparison to the period surrounding the May 12 
Election with no major IS attacks noted.  In Diyala Province, the regions of Baqubah and Jalawla remain 
susceptible to IS attacks.  Latest reporting indicated that elements of the  Iraqi Army’s 74th brigade have begun 
to deploy to the Jalawla and Khanaqin areas, including the villages of Sheik Baba and Tepe Jermu, in order to 
step-up efforts to eliminate IS sleeper cells that are operating in the region.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 
Activity in Anbar this week has been typified, as is the norm, by ISF sweep and clear operations.  Six militants 
were killed and several vehicles were destroyed in an Iraqi airstrike that targeted an IS hideout in the Wadi al-
Mahrouq region, 40 km north of Rawah city in western Anbar.  It was also reported that Prime Minister al-Abadi 
has given instructions to secure the Iraqi borders to limit the infiltration of insurgents.  A statement by the office of 
Abadi, who is the commander in chief of the armed forces, said he “gave instructions to secure the Iraqi borders 
to limit the infiltration of the terrorists as well as orders regarding the airstrikes against the militants outside the 
borders”.  Abadi also praised “the developing capabilities of our troops as well as the effort made by the 
intelligence based on planning and drawing strategies for the sake of developing the armed forces”.  The Iraqi-
Syrian borders are under the control of joint troops of military and border guards.’  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 
 

 

 

 
The reporting period was dominated by the IS SVEST attack that was carried out at the entrance of the 
Saqlawiyah Park in Shula, north western Kadhimiyah District, Baghdad City on May 24.  The attack killed four 
people, including a policeman and wounded a further 16.  It was stated that ISF intercepted the bomber as he 
entered the park in Shula, a mainly Shiite district, however he managed to detonate his device before he could 
be killed.   
 
In addition, it was a relatively unusual incident, three mortar rounds impacted in the Tall al-Radwaniyah region 
which were believed to have been targeting ISF security outposts.  There were no reported casualties and the 
firing point assessed to be in the Sunni area of Radwaniyah itself.  Local and media sources reported that two 
low-yield explosive devices were detonated IVO the Communist Party Headquarters near Al-Andalus Square, in 
Karadah District, central Baghdad on the evening of May 25.  There were no casualties reported in the incident.    

In the wider Baghdad belts, activity has been limited to small arms and low-yield IED attacks assessed to be 
connected to crime, and inter-sectarian rivalry.   Three civilians were wounded in an IED explosion near a local 
market in Sayed Abdullah village of Yusufiya district, south of Baghdad and a civilian was killed in a UVIED 
detonation beneath his vehicle whilst transiting the Mashada sub-district of Tarmiyah, north of Baghdad   Three 
people were also wounded on May 23 when an IED exploded near a popular market in al-Nasr Wa al-Salam 
region of Abu Ghraib district.   
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Meanwhile, the Baghdad Operations Command (BOC) has reportedly announced the completion of the fourth 
phase of a “security fence around Baghdad”.  "The fourth phase of the security fence in Baghdad has been 
completed at the border with Diyala province, in order to enhance security and stability in the capital Baghdad, 
and to prevent the infiltration of terrorists," the statement said.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
In Babil Province, three PMF members were reported to have been wounded when an IED detonated near a 
security checkpoint in the Farisiya region of Jurf Al-Sakhar on May 20. 
 
ISF in Wasit Province reported the arrest of three individuals under Article IV terrorism laws, and 100 others 
wanted for criminal activity.  In Dhi Qar province, on the morning of May 22, an off-duty policeman opened fire on 
a static security patrol in Bani Rekab village of Rifai district, north of Nasiriyah, resulting in the death of one of his 
colleagues and the wounding of another.  The incident was believed to be linked to an outstanding personal 
dispute.   Finally, activity in Basra province has confirmed to regional norms during the reporting period, although 
a number of election-related protests were reported highlighting the increase in tension after the announcement 
of the poll results.  Two major drugs finds in Um Qasr port were also reported this week involving large quantities 
of crystal meth and heroin hidden inside banana shipments.  Three people were also reportedly killed when 
unidentified gunmen opened fire on their vehicle whilst transiting al-Hussein neighbourhood of Basra and a 
security source stated that six suspects were arrested and one assault rifle seized, following the eruption of tribal 
clashes in Qurna, north of Basra on May 23.  No casualties were reported. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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