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OUTLOOK  

Short term: Post Election period  
 

• The results of the May 12 parliamentary elections will likely dominate headlines in the immediate 
outlook. In line with earlier assessments, there was no widespread use of violence over the election 
period; however, there is now an increased risk that clashes between supporters of the various parties 
may occur following the announcement that the IHEC under pressure from dissenters in the Iraqi 
Parliament have now annulled the official results from 954 polling centres nationwide and 67 abroad.  
Meanwhile, political violence can be expected as political parties manoeuvre to gain dominance in 
government.  A recent example occurred on May 25 when the Communist Party Headquarters in 
Karadah District, Baghdad was targeted by a low-yield IED.   
 

• Shortages of water and electricity in Iraq have prompted protests in the capital, the southern provinces, 
and also online condemnation of the government, as the situation rapidly approaches a critical 
level.  Hundreds of citizens have taken to the streets in Baghdad and elsewhere, protesting at worsening 
electricity supplies.  Social media users also strongly condemned water shortages, blaming neighbouring 
Iran and Turkey for building dams which have hit Iraq's share of the River Tigris's water.  Further, 
widespread demonstrations over the issue of electricity and water supply can be expected in the next 
few weeks as demand for both commodities becomes even greater during the hot summer months.  The 
potential for these demonstrations to turn violent remains elevated. 
 

• The holy Muslim month of Ramadan started on May 17. During Ramadan, Baghdad's parks, outdoor 
eateries, cafes and commercial areas are usually packed with people shortly after sunset until the small 
hours of the next day when Muslims eat their last meal before they begin their daily dawn-to-sunset fast.  
On May 24, an IS SVEST attacker detonated his device in Shula, north western Kadhimiyah District, 
Baghdad City killing up to 12 people.  Further high-profile attacks of this nature will likely be attempted 
during this period, although activity should still be broadly within established parameters.  This latest 
attack however, highlights the fact that, like last year, Islamic State will exploit Ramadan to target 
gatherings of people within the city during the evening hours. To that end, busy areas should be 
completely avoided during Ramadan, especially in the evenings. 

Medium to long term outlook  
 

• A protracted period of coalition building will likely follow the elections. Political tensions are expected to 
be elevated, although the risk of civil unrest will be somewhat mitigated by the festive period of 
Ramadan. A period of transition will follow in which bureaucracy will increase as incumbents and policy 
change. The election result and government composition is expected to have a significant impact on the 
security environment in northern Iraq. In the absence of a concerted effort to engage disenfranchised 
tribes in Sunni dominated areas of the country, these areas will remain at risk of sectarian violence from 
radical Sunni elements, especially in Nineveh, Salah al-Din and western Kirkuk.  
 

• Tensions remain following the Kurdish independence referendum. Acts of low-level violence, intimidation 
and provocation have been reported in Nineveh, Kirkuk, Salah al-Din, and Diyala. Relations between 
Baghdad and Irbil have thawed somewhat since GOI’s decision to reopen the KR-Is airports to 
international traffic and release payments for Kurdish civil servants.   

 

• Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence 
of an insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq.. From a security perspective, the main focus will 
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be on preventing the resurgence of IS, which in turn is connected with the ongoing campaign to militarily 
defeat their remaining elements in Syria. There is however, little disagreement within the analytical 
community that IS will revert back to an asymmetric insurgency model in an attempt to reinvigorate itself. 
 

• Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in 
Basra and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by militia factions 
expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Iraqi government orders full recount of election results and annulment of overseas 
votes  
On Jun 06 following a session in the House of Representatives, the Iraqi Parliament voted to repeal Article 38 of 
the Election Law and to abolish the use of electronic voting devices.  It also voted that the IHEC conduct a full 
manual recount of all votes cast in Iraq on May 12 and sacked the commission which oversaw the polls.  After 
several failed attempts because of a lack of quorum, outgoing MPs met to order a recount at all polling stations, 
covering almost 11 million votes, in response to charges of electoral fraud.  The nine-member independent 
commission was dismissed and is to be replaced by judges.  On Jun 5, the government slapped a travel ban on 
commission members pending investigation into fraud allegations pertaining to the parliamentary poll.   

Sadr forms new parliamentary majority alliance 
Leading Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr's Sairoun bloc, which won the largest number of seats in Iraq's legislative 
elections, has formed a new alliance that will form the majority in the next parliament.  The alliance is said to 
include Shia cleric Ammar al-Hakim's Hikma (Wisdom) bloc and former vice president Ayad Allawi's Wataniya 
(National) bloc, according to Shafaq news.  The alliance was dubbed the Nationalist Paternal Majority alliance, 
and notably excludes Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi Nasr (Victory) alliance, as well as that of former Shia 
paramilitary leader Hadi al- Ameri. 
 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 
Iraqi government orders full recount of election results and annulment of overseas votes  
On Jun 06 following a session in the House of Representatives, the Iraqi Parliament voted to repeal Article 38 of 
the Election Law and to abolish the use of electronic voting devices.  It also voted that the IHEC conduct a full 
manual recount of all votes cast in Iraq on May 12 and sacked the commission which oversaw the polls.  After 
several failed attempts because of a lack of quorum, outgoing MPs met to order a recount at all polling stations, 
covering almost 11 million votes, in response to charges of electoral fraud.  The nine-member independent 
commission was dismissed and is to be replaced by judges.  On Jun 5, the government slapped a travel ban on 
commission members pending investigation into fraud allegations pertaining to the parliamentary poll.  
Meanwhile, the Iraqi Supreme Judicial Council has said that the law does not allow election results to be 
annulled.  "There is no provision within the law giving the judicial authority the right to annul specific election 
results, whether inside or outside Iraq as some requested. There is also no provision within the law giving the 
judicial authority the right to request a partial recount of poll results from the Independent High Election 
Commission [IHEC]" the council said in a statement on June 5.  The statement said that the IHEC's law gives 
voters the right to challenge poll results before the IHEC's board of commissioners, adding that if the plaintiff is 
not satisfied with the board's decision, they can file a lawsuit before the IHEC's electoral judicial board, which 
must issue a ruling within 10 days.   
 
Sadr forms new parliamentary majority alliance 
Leading Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr's Sairoun bloc, which won the largest number of seats in Iraq's legislative 
elections, has formed a new alliance that will form the majority in the next parliament.  The alliance is said to 
include Shia cleric Ammar al-Hakim's Hikma (Wisdom) bloc and former vice president Ayad Allawi's Wataniya 
(National) bloc, according to Shafaq news.  The alliance was dubbed the Nationalist Paternal Majority alliance, 
and notably excludes Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi Nasr (Victory) alliance, as well as that of former Shia 
paramilitary leader Hadi al- Ameri.  The alliance's formation is contingent upon the ratification of the May 12 poll 
results, which have been disputed by major factions, most notably the sitting legislature which ordered a manual 
recount of the vote on June 6.  The parliamentary majority will be tasked with forming Iraq's next cabinet.  
Meanwhile, reporting this morning has stated the National Paternal Majority Alliance issued a brief roadmap 
outlining its core principles of strengthening Iraq's unity, democracy, and freedoms, and a commitment to the 
constitution.  The alliance proposed a government plan to be implemented within a determined timeline.  The 
plan includes economic reforms, activating the private sector, and encouraging investment.  Administratively, it 
calls for decentralisation and non-politicisation of governmental and administrative branches.  Weapons must be 
solely in the hands of the government and the military must not be politicised, it stated.  Fighting corruption, 
helping displaced citizens return to their homes, and ensuring the independence of the judiciary are some of the 
other cornerstones of the alliance.   
 
Hadi al-Ameri blasts parliament moves on polls 
The Head of the Fatah alliance Hadi al-Ameri has condemned the Iraqi parliament's decisions regarding recent 
legislative polls.  "The judiciary is the deciding factor regarding the issue of the elections… We oppose any 
decision to ban any members of the [Independent High Electoral Commission, IHEC] from travelling," Ameri 
said.   
 
Kurdish parties submit vote-rigging 'evidence' in Baghdad 
A delegation representing four Kurdish parties who reject the results of the 12 May 12 Iraqi parliamentary 
elections has visited Baghdad with "sufficient evidence" of vote-rigging according to press reporting this morning.  
Representatives from the Change Movement (Gorran), Coalition for Democracy and Justice (CDJ), Kurdistan 
Islamic Group (KIG) and Kurdistan Islamic Union (KIU) visited Baghdad and gave "sufficient evidence to Iraq's 
electoral commission and related institutions about vote-rigging in the [Kurdistan] Region".  The report said that 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

09 June 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [7]                         

 

their evidence was "strong". A member of Gorran's elections chamber, Ballen Ismail, said the team was in 
Baghdad to appeal the results and submit evidence to the federal Court of Appeals.  He said that the evidence 
showed vote-rigging by the ruling parties in the region, especially as "the PUK has taken most of the votes for 
itself".  The four parties' joint election investigation committee revealed "massive fraud" indicating that "tens of 
thousands of votes were rigged in favour of a certain [political] party".  It added that the four parties had shared 
information and found that vote-rigging took place in an "organised" way by a party even to elect certain 
candidates.  The report said the fraud was carried out through the electronic voting system, presumably by 
hacking the system, adding that four parties are now also trying to "reveal other methods of fraud used, 
especially in Erbil and Duhok". 
 
Iraq issues arrest warrant for Kurdish referendum leader 
Iraqi judicial authorities have issued an arrest warrant for a Kurdish politician at the centre of last year's failed 
independence bid, a source from within the provincial administration told Iraqi press on Jun 3.  Rebwar Talabani, 
head of the Kirkuk Provincial Council, was one of the architects of the September referendum in which an 
overwhelming majority backed independence for Iraqi Kurdistan.  The plebiscite was branded illegal by 
Baghdad, which in the wake of the vote sent troops into the disputed city of Kirkuk and retook territory in the oil-
rich region.  A source from within the provincial administration, speaking on the condition of anonymity, told 
press that the arrest warrant was issued for Talabani “hoisting the Kurdish flag on official buildings of Kirkuk and 
organising the referendum” in the disputed city. 

Security 
 
Water, electricity shortages in Iraq stir protests 
Shortages of water and electricity in Iraq have prompted protests in the capital, the southern provinces, and also 
online condemnation of the government, as the situation rapidly approaches a critical level.  Hundreds of citizens 
have taken to the streets in Baghdad and elsewhere, protesting at worsening electricity supplies.  Social media 
users also strongly condemned water shortages, blaming neighbouring Iran and Turkey for building dams which 
have hit Iraq's share of the River Tigris's water. Over the past couple of days, the water level of the River Tigris 
has significantly decreased in the cities of Baghdad and Mosul, scaring citizens into expecting an imminent 
drought, according to local Iraqi press.  It was reported that Turkey had begun filling up the recently constructed 
Ilisu dam on Jun 2, causing the Tigris River to immediately start drying up.  The dam was reportedly due to be 
filled in March. However, the move was postponed.  Fatih Yildiz, Turkey's ambassador to Iraq, vowed to relay 
Iraqis' messages to his country, stressing that the Turkish government had offered its full cooperation with Iraq 
before filling the dam.  Iraq’s Minister of Water Resources Hassan al-Janabi announced on Jun 2 that he would 
embark on two upcoming visits to Iran and Turkey in June to resolve the issue, calling on citizens to stock up on 
water in the face of the crisis.  However, Janabi owed the water shortage to "natural scarcity" due to lack of rain 
this year and denied any deterioration in relations with neighbouring countries.   
 
In addition, Iran is also building the Daryan Dam, which is expected to reduce the flow of the River Tigris and 
change its course.  Meanwhile, Iraqis have expressed their anger at the shortages of water and electricity both 
on the streets and online.  On social media, users addressed the water shortage with the hashtags "Iraq is 
thirsty" and "Tigris is dying", which were used over 1000 times each in the past 24 hours. Users shared photos of 
what they said was the river after drying up, mostly blaming Turkey for building the Ilisu Dam, which would, in 
turn, affect Iraq's share of the river's water.  Some users called for boycotting Iranian and Turkish products as an 
act of protest.  Meanwhile, latest reporting indicates that Moqtada al-Sadr, has given the Iraqi government an 
ultimatum of a few days to resolve the water and electricity issues, "or else give us room to work on restoring our 
rights", hinting that the water and electricity cuts were a tactic used as "vengeance" against the people for voting 
his coalition in.  
 
Iraqi National Security Council convenes over Turkey dam 
Iraq's Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has met the Ministerial Council for National Security to discuss the water 
scarcity problem in the country during the coming summer.  The meeting was held as Turkey reportedly started 
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to fill up the reservoir of Ilisu Dam on the River Tigris that significantly impacted its water level and triggered real 
concerns in Iraq over its share of water.  “The council has taken due decisions to secure water supplies for 
drinking and irrigation during the summer, stressing the importance of using water rationally”, according to a 
statement published on the website of the PM's media office on Jun 03.  "The council instructed state bodies 
concerned, including the ministries of water resources, municipalities, irrigation, and finance as well as Baghdad 
secretariat and security bodies to take the necessary measures to implement the plan of addressing water 
scarcity," the website said.  The council also reviewed electricity supplies and urged the provincial councils "not 
to exceed their planned quotas 
 
Iran envoy says water flow to Iraqi Sulaymaniyah steady 
The Iranian consul to Sulaymaniyah Governorate has denied claims Iranian authorities have cut off the Little Zab 
River that flows to Sulaymaniyah in northern Kurdistan Region, aggravating the shortage of the Tigris water, 
although he stated that a team would visit the area to investigate concerns.  The comments came at a meeting 
between Consul Saadulla Masoudian and Sulaymaniyah Governorate Council chaired by its head, Azad 
Muhammad.  Earlier this week, media reports and some local officials said that the flow of water was reduced 
and may lead to a shortage in the governorate.  At a news conference after the talks, Masoudian denied the 
claims: "Water flow from Lower Zap has not been halted and the Kurdistan Region share of the water will remain 
steady."  "The consul of the Islamic Republic of Iran has promised us that the Pishdar area will not experience a 
water issue," Muhammad said.  Pishdar, to the north of Sulaymaniyah City on the border with Iran, is directly 
linked to the water flow of Lower Zap.   
 
Iraq's Sadr offers proposal to end water crisis 
Moqtada al-Sadr has offered a new proposal to solve the water crisis that has recently hit his country.  On his 
Twitter account, Sadr, whose Sairoun electoral alliance won the majority of seats in the May 12 legislative poll, 
offered a three-point action plan to overcome the crisis.  He called for a meeting of the Tigris basin countries as 
soon as possible to discuss the crisis and urged another meeting of the Iraqi ministries concerned to know the 
reasons and offer solutions to the crisis.  Moreover, he tweeted on June 04 to urge the Iraqi government to 
allocate funds for ministries concerned, especially the Ministry of Water Resources, to face the crisis.   
 
Meanwhile, al-Abadi has downplayed the decrease in water levels of the Tigris River, saying that it does not 
amount to a "crisis" of potable water.  Speaking to reporters during his weekly news conference, aired by state-
run Iraqia News TV on June 5, Abadi blamed the shortage of rainfall for the decrease in Tigris river water.  He 
noted that the government was developing a plan to maintain the "fair" shares of drinking and irrigation water in 
the various provinces.  Abadi also stressed that contacts are underway with Tehran and Ankara to discuss the 
water file and preserve the rights of Iraqis to water in rivers running along the three countries.  He further warned 
against "a systematic campaign to intimidate people of lack of water through circulating fake images of the Tigris 
River decreased water levels".  The Iraqi Minister of Water Resources has said that Turkey began filling up the 
now constructed Ilisu dam on the Tigris, causing a noticeable reduction in Iraq's supply of water.   Meanwhile, 
Abadi described reports on a possible deployment of Turkish troops in northern Iraq, particularly around the 
Qandil Mountains, to fight the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) as "media exaggeration".  However, he called on 
Ankara to "respect the sovereignty of Iraq", adding that he had no information about any Turkish deployment of 
troops on the borders with the country.  "We do not accept any aggression on our country or to use its soil to 
attack other neighbouring states, including Turkey," Abadi said, adding that in the meantime, no coordination is 
underway with Turkey in this regard. 
 
Iraqi water minister says Turkey to begin filling dam in July 
Iraq's Minister of Water Resources Hassan al-Janabi has stated that Turkey will begin filling its Ilisu Dam in July, 
after reports previously indicated that it began filling it at the beginning of June.  During a televised press 
conference Janabi said that the current dry season being witnessed in Iraq is "natural". However, he added that 
Iraq must move to secure its water share in the absence of international conventions.  "We expect Iraq's water 
resources at the end of this [water] year to be 30 billion cubic metres, which are the lowest resources since 
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1931," Janabi said.  He added that the ministry is committed to securing drinking water in the first degree, as well 
as planning to grow 600,000 donums (acres) of agricultural land.   
 
Turkish forces advance on PKK headquarters in northern Iraq to eradicate leadership 
The Turkish army has almost reached the PKK's headquarters in Mount Qandil as part of its three-month 
campaign in northern Iraq to eradicate the leadership of the terrorist organization according to reports.  The 
Turkish army has pushed about 25 kilometres into northern Iraq toward Mount Qandil to eliminate the PKK 
terrorist organization's leadership. The move is part of efforts to completely eradicate the terrorist group's 
presence in the region. Interior Minister Süleyman Soylu said yesterday (Jun 04) that Turkey could soon launch 
an anti-terror operation on the mountain, stressing that it is not a matter of tactical concerns but a matter of 
timing. "Qandil is no longer a faraway goal for us," Soylu told press. Soylu added that several key points near 
northern Iraq's Hakurk were cleared of PKK terrorists and Qandil will also become a safe place for Turkey, soon.  
 
Last week, Turkish troops reportedly took control of the Bradost region and entered Barazgir valley, which is 
considered a gateway to Qandil, as part of the operation which reportedly began in early March. According to 
sources, the military initially aims to cut Qandil's connection with Sinjar and other parts of Iraq to hinder logistics. 
Also, the Iranian army called on civilians in the region to leave the Qandil area until Jun 05.  Meanwhile, Turkish 
Prime Minister Binali Yıldırım also said on Jun 3 that Turkey has set up 11 regional bases in northern Iraq and 
doubled the presence of its troops, adding that the objective of recent military operations is eliminating PKK 
threats before it reaches the border.  The TSK has not yet announced details of the ongoing operations, 
however, several pictures circulating on social media showed the presence of Special Forces in villages close to 
Qandil. Turkish officers were also seen in videos meeting with Kurdish locals in a village in northern Iraq.  The 
PKK intensified its attacks to curb the TSK advance and activities in northern Iraq. In the three separate attacks 
that took place last week, six soldiers were killed.  President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan said on Jun 4 that 
counterterrorism operation in Afrin had been successfully carried out and "now it is time for Qandil 
 
Turkey deploys 1,000 troops in Iraqi Kurdistan  
Turkey has reportedly now deployed 1,000 troops inside the borders of the Kurdistan Region and taken control 
of areas previously controlled by Turkey's Kurdish rebel group, according to Kurdish press.  Reporting this 
morning indicates that at 2330 local time on Jun 07, the Turkish army also deployed 150 armoured vehicles near 
the military bases of Derecik (also called Rubarok) and Museka in the border district of Semdinli in Hakkari.  This 
comes amid threats this week from Turkish officials, including President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, to launch a 
military operation against the PKK in Iraqi Kurdistan, including in the Qandil mountains where it has bases, and 
in Sinjar.  
 
For its part, the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has reiterated that the PKK should leave the area, in 
order to remove Ankara's pretext for entering Iraqi territory, but a PKK representative has said that it is the 
Turkish "invaders" who should leave. The Kurdish Rudaw news website stated that nearly 1,000 Turkish troops 
have entered border areas inside the Kurdistan Region to a depth of two kilometres and a width of 30 
kilometres.  The report was entitled "Turkish army has deployed in some other areas of the Kurdistan Region" 
and said that the Turkish troops have taken control of the border Rashmal, Kitkin, Adil Kywi and the Karrwa 
Nizaran Mountains.  It added that all of these places were previously under PKK control and quoted locals 
saying that the PKK withdrew from there in a "short period of time".  The report said that the Turkish forces are 
just 500m away from border villages and are trying to strengthen their positions.  It did not say when these forces 
were deployed, but other reports, including by PKK, have said in recent months that Turkish forces were already 
on Iraqi Kurdistan's soil.   
 
Iraq's defence ministry receives 29 Russian tanks 
Iraq's Ministry of Defence has announced that it received 29 Russian T-90C tanks, amid efforts to rearm the 
military. The ministry announced the acquisition in a statement on its Facebook page, adding that military 
personnel were trained on how to use the tanks beforehand "under the supervision of Russian experts".  The 
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contract to acquire the tanks was signed with the Russian authorities in 2017 and stipulates that Iraq will receive 
a total of 73 tanks, according to press. 

Economy 
 
Iran starts oil swap with Iraq's Kirkuk 
According to Iranian press reports, Iran has started swapping oil with Iraq's Kirkuk.  "According to the CIF-based 
swap deal, Iran receives 30,000 to 60,000 bpd of oil from the Kirkuk oil fields in northern Iraq to an Iranian 
refinery across the border via tanker trucks, in exchange for oil for southern Iraq" Iranian news channel Shana 
reported.  "On Jun 03, the tankers offloaded their cargoes at storage tanks in Iran's Darreh Shahr, the western 
province of Ilam, which were installed in the city by the National Iranian Oil Products Distribution Company 
(NIOPDC) for the purposes of the swap operation."  "The oil is to be fed to Iranian refineries. The swap 
agreement is subject to renegotiation.  Based on cost, insurance and freight (CIF) sale terms, the seller must pay 
the costs and freight includes insurance to bring the goods to the port of destination," Shana said.   
 
Iraq’s oil ministry to sign contracts for six new blocs 
Iraq's oil ministry has announced plans to sign contracts for six new oil and gas exploration and development 
blocs within the next few days, Kurdish Rudaw website reported on Jun 02. Three contracts will be signed on 3 
June with Crescent Petroleum, an Iraqi-owned company based in the United Arab Emirates.  And on Jun 4, 
three more contracts will be signed with China-based exploration companies - two with Geo-Jade company and 
another contract with United Energy Group, according to press reports.  After the 2018 budget became law at 
the end of March, the oil ministry announced tender offers for 11 blocs bordering Iran, Kuwait, and one in the 
Persian Gulf.   
 
Chinese firms sign deals oil exploration deals with Iraq 
The Iraqi Ministry of Oil signed on Monday initial contracts with two Chinese companies for the exploration and 
development of three oil and gas blocks in Iraq.  The ministry signed two contracts with China's Geo-Jade 
Petroleum Corporation to develop the blocks of Naft Khana in the eastern province of Diyala and Huwieza in the 
south eastern province of Maysan, said Abdul-Mahdi al-Amidi, director general of the ministry's Contracts and 
Petroleum Licenses Department.  It also signed a contract with another Chinese company, United Energy Group 
(UEG), to develop the al-Sindibad block in the southern province of Basra, Amidi told a signing ceremony held at 
the ministry in Baghdad.  Earlier, on Jun 03, the ministry signed three contracts with the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Crescent Petroleum company to develop the three blocks in Kilabat-Gumar and Khashim al-Hmer-Injana 
in Iraq's eastern province of Diyala, and Khudhr al-Maa in the southern province of Basra.  The six initial 
contracts will be sent to the Council of Ministers, headed by Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, for approval before 
the final signing, Amidi said.  Meanwhile, Iraqi Oil Minister Jabbar Luaibi said Iraq has ambitious plans to 
develop and explore the oil and gas blocks near the border to increase the country's oil and gas reserves.  He 
said that there are five more oil and gas blocks to be auctioned soon, pointing out that the average production of 
the six blocks is expected to reach 500,000 barrel per day (bpd) in the future.  Earlier, Iraq invited foreign energy 
companies to a new bid for the exploration and development of 11 oil and gas blocks near the borders with Iran 
and Kuwait.  On April 26, the competition in the bidding round ended by awarding six licenses to UAE Crescent 
and the two Chinese firms to explore and drill for oil and gas in six blocks in eastern and southern Iraq.  April's 
auction was the fifth in Iraq since the country opened its oil and gas sector for foreign investment in 2009.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
In the Kurdistan region, Turkish attacks against PKK insurgents in northern Erbil and Dohuk provinces have 
once again dominated the reporting period.  A large number of airstrikes were reported in the Mount Kara area in 
Amedi, Dohuk province and airstrikes killed six PKK members and destroyed 16 targets in Hakurk, Gara, Metina, 
Zap, Qandil, and the Avasin Basyan in Erbil province as well as in Turkey's eastern provinces of Tunceli and 
Siirt.   
 
Separately, Federal Police reportedly clashed with a group of IS in the foothills of the Qara Jugh Mountains in 
Makhmour district, southwest of Erbil, and the Military Intelligence Directorate reported that, in coordination with 
PUK-aligned Peshmerga, three individuals wanted on terrorism charges were arrested in Sulaymaniyah 
province.   
 
In Nineveh province, unconfirmed reports this week stated that US troops had deployed into Sinjar, saying that 
both U.S. and Iraqi soldiers had “taken control” of the Iraqi-Syrian border area which was frequented by “IS 
terrorists”.  Along with U.S. military advisors, the 15th Brigade and the 37th Regiment of the Iraqi army have 
been deployed on the border region in western Mosul, according to Ahmad al-Jaburi from Iraqi Joint Operation 
Command.  Al-Jaburi also said that ISF plan to establish a “permanent military zone” in Yezidi-populated Sinjar.  
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Also in Sinjar this week, a brief clash occurred late on Jun 05 between PKK members and PMF members in 
Sinjar according to Qasim Shesho, a Yazidi Peshmerga commander.  According to Shesho, a group consisting 
of PKK-linked militias and supporters gathered in central Sinjar, and the clashes occurred when ISF attempted to 
disperse them.  No casualties were reported although two PKK-linked individuals were arrested.   
 
It was also reported that ISF conducted a series of clearance operations in the southern parts of Nineveh, along 
the provincial boundary of Salah-al-Din targeting IS sleeper cells.  It was stated that similar operations would be 
started in the areas of mount Badush and Atshana to the north and northwest of Nineveh province in coming 
days. The commander of Nineveh operations, Major General Najim al-Jabouri, stated that additional artillery 
assets and a brigade-sized Iraqi army mechanized unit (37th regiment) have now deployed to the Syrian border 
to improve security provision.  Lastly, it was reported that the Federal Police Force have begun to erect large dirt 
berms along the provincial boundary between Salah-al-Din and Nineveh, to enhance security and to prevent IS 
infiltration.   
 
Kirkuk province continues to witness sporadic IS attacks and election related violence. In Kirkuk City, three 
sound bomb IEDs reportedly detonated near tents of the Arab / Turkmen sit-in protest outside the IHEC office in 
southern Kirkuk city, without causing casualties.  A reportedly politically motivated exchange of gunfire also 
occurred in Khanaqin, north east of Baqubah, between the Sadrist Shia militia (Peace Brigades) and Badr 
organization troops and one civilian was killed and as many as 19 wounded in an IED detonation near the Abrar 
Mosque on Al-Quds Street in western Kirkuk city.  The incident resulted in two casualties (NFDK). Additionally, 
the PMF commander of the ‘Kirkuk northern axis’, Ali al-Husseini, reported that his troops had foiled an 
attempted attack using a VBIED in Kirkuk, stating that the vehicle was being driven from areas controlled by 
‘separatists’ situated to the east of Mount Douz. (NFDK).   
 
Additionally, a new ISF operation has reportedly begun in Kirkuk province in order to counter the continued IS 
threat in the region.  The PMF’s 16th Bde spearheaded the operation on the morning of June 06.  According to a 
PMF statement, their units are pursuing the “last remaining Islamic State elements in al-Rashad sub-district of 
Hawijah”.  During the operation, a combined force of the 6th Division of the Federal Police Force and PMF units 
engaged four IS militants during a raid on an abandoned house in al-Bestaneh village in Hawijah, resulting in 
one insurgent wounded and three others arrested.  PMF elements also reportedly interdicted and engaged three 
IS attempting to infiltrate into Riyadh, southwest of Kirkuk, killing all three insurgents.  A further fourteen IS 
militants were killed during the operation in Tal Eid village of al-Riyadh sub-district of Hawijah and a further five 
insurgents were killed in a US-coalition airstrike in al-Rashad district, south-west of Kirkuk. 
 
Activity in Salah-al-Din continues to indicate an increased IS operational tempo.  In northern Salah-al-Din, the 
PMF reportedly commenced a wide scale search operation across Bayji district as part of the Ramadan security 
plan, Four ISF members were reported to have been killed by a roadside IED in Hakna village in Shirqat 
district.  In addition, twelve people from the same family were also killed on June 02 when suspected IS militants 
raided a house in al-Farhatiah town of Dujail District and shot dead all residents inside.   
 
Meanwhile, the Iraqi army, in coordination with the Saraya al-Salam wing of the PMF have reportedly continued 
operations southwest of Samarra over the reporting period.   
 
Finally, in Diyala province, the commander of Diyala operations, Lieutenant General Mizhar al-Azzawi 
announced on Jun 06 that ISF had launched a three-pronged military operation, supported by helicopters in 
Hamrin Basin, 75 km north east of Baqubah, targeting IS sleeper cells.  A raid by the Islamic State group on two 
villages near Khanaqin, Diyala governorate killed one local and wounded another late on June 6.  The militants 
simultaneously attacked Gllabat and Ashtokan villages in Jabbara town from two fronts.  It was reported that the 
villagers had expected the move and engaged in clashes with the militants that lasted over an hour.  A retired 
Kurdish major from the town of Jabbara was killed and another wounded.  The head of the Patriotic Union of 
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Kurdistan (PUK) headquarters in Jabbara told press that the raid was an act of retaliation from IS after the arrest 
of "two of their commanders and two militants" by locals and security forces. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 
Another relatively quiet reporting period in Anbar province, reinforcing assessments that IS’ operational 
capability continues to be severely curtailed following the ISF sweep and clear operations of late 2017.   
However, elements of the police's 8th Emergency Battalion reportedly interdicted and killed an individual wearing 
an SVEST in the Tash area south of Ramadi.  The Sadrist Shia militia Saraya al-Salam (Peace Brigades) and 
the Iraqi army also reportedly took part in a joint operation carried out in the areas of Dhiraa Dijla, the Taksim 
Tharthar Canal, Albu Jrup, al-Sabihat and the al-Hadidi areas in Anbar province, resulting in the killing of 13 IS 
militants. The operation was reportedly dubbed Operation 'Badr al-Kubra'. Later this week it was also reported 
that security forces killed over 10 militants as they attempted to infiltrate into Iraq IVO Al-Qaim (NFDK).  Finally, 
the Iraqi air force reportedly carried out renewed airstrikes on an IS command and control node in the Hajin 
region of Day al-Zour inside Syria.  The operation was carried out “in compliance with the orders of Armed 
Forces Commander-in-Chief [and Prime Minster] Haider al-Abadi” according to a Defence Ministry statement.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 
 

 

 

 
Baghdad city continues to witness low-level criminal and tribal related security incidents, however the reporting 
period this week was dominated by the detonation of a large number of munitions stored within a Mosque in Al 
Sadr District.   At approximately 2150hrs on June 06 a large explosion was reported in the Sadr City area of 
eastern Baghdad.  Initial reports indicated a potential terrorist attack; however, reports now indicate that the 
explosion occurred as a result of a detonation at an unofficial weapons storage site.  An interior ministry 
spokesman said in a statement that the blast was the result of the detonation of a weapons cache and that 
security forces had opened an investigation.  A separate statement by Baghdad's Operations Command said 
that heavy weapons, including rocket-propelled grenades and shells had been stored in a house in the area.  
Other reports claimed that the munitions had been stored in a mosque and the explosion happened during 
transfer of some of the munitions.  The explosion was reported to have destroyed several houses in the vicinity, 
multiple media reports have put the death toll at around 18 dead and 90 injured.  Sadr City is home to a number 
of Shia militia groups; it is unclear which group or organization the weapons were under the control of.   
Meanwhile, the Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has ordered an investigation into the Jun 6 blast, referring to 
the storage of ammunition there as a "crime". Abadi ordered the "Ministry of the Interior to investigate the 
incident and take legal action against the person who committed this crime”.  He further called on security forces 
to launch wide-scale search and seizure operations for weapons and ammunition storages in Iraqi cities and 
outside them.   
 
Iraqi cleric Muqtada al-Sadr also called for a nationwide disarmament campaign and announced his Baghdad 
stronghold would be first to disarm just two days after an ammunitions cache exploded there killing 18 people. 
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Sadr, called on all armed groups to hand in their weapons to the government and declared Baghdad’s Sadr City 
district would be a weapons-free area later this month.  “Everyone must obey the orders and not stand in the 
way of this initiative. Everyone should hand over their weapons without any discussion because the blood of 
Iraqis is more valuable to us than anything else,” he told his supporters in a statement. Sadr had urged his 
followers to remain calm after the explosion and ordered his office to investigate the incident.  Some of Sadr’s 
political opponents had suggested the ammunitions cache belonged to his Saraya al-Salam militia.  Prime 
Minister Haider al-Abadi, said that storing ammunition in a residential area was a crime and ordered the Interior 
Ministry to investigate the incident and take legal action against those who had done so.  Concurrently the 
Interior Ministry released a statement on Friday thanking Sadr for his announcement and initiative. 
 
Meanwhile, on June 04, a low-scale demonstration was reportedly held outside the Turkish Embassy in 
Waziriyah, Rusafah District, central Baghdad City, over the reduction of the water flow of the Tigris River into 
Iraq, in order to fill the reservoir of the Llisu Dam in Turkey.  Meanwhile, Counter-terrorism operations have 
continued during the week, with Baghdad operations command announcing the arrest of two suspects on 
terrorism charges in Adhamiyah and Rashidiyah.  Two suspected IS militants including a local resident of 
Halabja were also reported to have been arrested in multiple raids in Dora and a third in Ghazaliyah, Mansour 
District.  Finally, two IED detonations were recorded late this week; one person was killed and two wounded in 
an IED detonation near a restaurant in Beirut Square on Palestine Street in New Baghdad district, eastern 
Baghdad city and three people were also wounded in an IED detonation in the 4000 market in Sha'ab, 
Adhamiyah District.   
 
A relatively quiet reporting period was witnessed in the wider Baghdad belt area with only two low-yield IED 
detonations recorded.  Four people were wounded in an IED detonation near a popular market in Husseiniya, 
north of Baghdad and two civilians were wounded when an IED detonated near shops in an industrial area in 
Taji district north of Baghdad.    
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
Unconfirmed reports indicate a growing swell of anti-Turkish rhetoric on social media from people in the southern 
provinces.  This came as news spread of the Turkish blockage of the Tigris River in order to fill a dam in the 
country.  An Iraqi agriculture official stated that the current water crisis in the country will affect large areas of 
agricultural lands in the southern provinces.  Ministry of Agriculture Dhafer Abdallah said "The water crisis will 
cause the loss of about half a million dunams [500,000 square metres] of land, especially in Amoud al-Furat 
areas.  "We may not be able to grow certain crops in Najaf, Al-Diwaniyah and Babel provinces.  He noted that 
the quantity of water available for agriculture is dramatically lower than ever in the south.   
 
In Babil Province, the reporting period has witnessed a number of attacks against security forces in the north of 
the province. Four PMF members were wounded in a roadside IED attack against their vehicle in the Faresiyah 
area in Jurf al-Sakhr district, and two PMF members were shot and wounded in a PMF centre in Jurf al-Sakhr in 
northwest Babil. Unidentified armed men also reportedly kidnapped a retired soldier, as he returned home in 
Mahawil district north of Hilla in northern Babil.   
 
Meanwhile, in Wasit province, dozens of people demonstrated in front of the Electricity Distribution Directorate in 
Kut, over power supply shortages.   
  
In Dhi Qar province, tribal clashes reportedly erupted between two clans (al-Shabib and al-Shahban) of the Al 
Omar tribe in al-Islah district, east of Nasiriyah, over the ownership of a commercial property.  It was also 
reported that two people were wounded, one an ISF member, when an armed conflict occurred between 
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members of the Khanafara and the Aal 'Ammar tribes in Hayy al-Zuhur in Shatrah as a result of a previous 
dispute between the parties.  Separately, on the night of June 01, dozens of people gathered in front of the office 
of the Electricity Disruption Directorate in al-Islah, east of Nasiriyah, to protest against the national power 
privatization project.  Protests over the same issue were also recorded Shatrah in central Dhi Qar.   
 
Meanwhile, the local government in Maysan has reportedly approved a plan to maintain the networks, stations, 
and lines of power to deal with the electricity crisis in the province during the month of Ramadan. Maysan 
Governor Ali Dawai said in a statement that the stations of Al Shuhada and Sayed Jamil would be a priority for 
the province in the 2018 budget. He also stressed that supporting commercial stations would be the priority. 
 
In Basra province, Basra operations command announced the arrest of 42 individuals in a series of raids in 
Haritha, al-Dayr and Imam Sadiq, for their suspected involvement in tribal disputes.  Tribal clashes were also 
once again evident when fighting broke out in the Abu Sukhair area in Qarmat 'Ali, north of Basra City.  One 
person was reportedly killed in the incident.  Tribal fighting also erupted in the Ma'qil area in northern Basra City.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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