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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

 The fall-out of the May 12 parliamentary elections will likely dominate Iraqi headlines in the coming weeks.  In 

line with earlier assessments, there was no widespread use of violence over the election period.  However, 

there is now an increased risk of confrontation between supporters of various parties as a result of changes 

to the country's election law to allow a manual ballot recount.  The Federal Supreme Court ruled to uphold 

these changes on June 21 and the recount is currently taking place.  As a result of this decision, the risk of 

political violence will be elevated if political parties lose votes in comparison to the original results.  As an 

indicator of future trends, on June 10, an IHEC warehouse in Baghdad, which contained a large number of 

ballot boxes, was burned down, with Prime Minister Abadi stating that the fire was part of a plot to sabotage 

the country's democratic process.   

 

 Questionable results of the parliamentary elections and the ongoing fall-out from the Kurdish independence 

referendum mean that the general threat from political instability in northern Iraq could manifest itself to 

varying degrees of unrest at the local level, especially in Kirkuk and the Kurdish Sulaymaniyah province. 

 

 The trend for localised protests continues across the southern region and Baghdad, in line with the forecast 

for the post-Ramadan period.  Shortages of water and electricity have continued to prompt protests in the 

capital and the southern provinces in the past weeks.  Demands for employment opportunities were 

highlighted in Basra on several occasions.   Social media users also strongly condemned water shortages, 

blaming neighbouring Iran and Turkey for building dams which have hit Iraq's share of the River Tigris's 

water.  Further demonstrations over the issue of electricity and water supply can be expected in the next few 

weeks as demand for both commodities increases during the hot summer months.   

Medium to long term outlook  

 
 A protracted period of coalition building will likely follow the elections. A period of transition will follow in which 

bureaucracy will increase as incumbents and policy changes.  

 

 The election result and government composition will have a significant impact on the security environment in 

northern Iraq. In the absence of a concerted effort to engage the disenfranchised Sunni population of the 

country, these areas will remain at risk of sectarian violence from radical Sunni elements, especially in 

Nineveh, Salah al-Din and western Kirkuk. 

 
 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar and along the Syrian 

border.  

 

 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

PM al-Abadi and Muqtada al-Sadr announce political alliance  
On June 23, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi and Shia cleric Muqtada al-Sadr announced that they had agreed on 

a political alliance between the Nasr and Sa’eroun blocs, which would bring the formation of a new government 

closer.  Both politicians called for a wider alliance consisting of ‘all components of the Iraqi society’ that could 

form an inclusive government.  They also specified that this latest alliance would not affect agreements already 

in place with other blocs.   

IHEC begins manual recount of disputed votes 
The Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) has started a nationwide manual recount of the 

parliamentary election votes this week.  IHEC clarified that the recount would only be carried out for ballots 

mentioned in reports on fraud or formal complaints.  Votes from areas with fraud allegations will be moved to 

Baghdad and recounted in the presence of United Nations representatives.  The results will need to be officially 

ratified by the Supreme Court.   

ISF hostages found dead prompt public outcry 
On June 27, ISF confirmed that six bodies found near the Salah al-Din – Diyala border were identified as 

members of security forces kidnapped on the Baghdad-Kirkuk road (Highway 2) on June 17.  Iraqi President 

Fuad Masum condemned the killing and expressed his condolences to their families.  PM Abadi promised to "kill 

or arrest" militants, describing the kidnap incident as an act of terror.  Reacting to the popular discontent, Abadi 

called for prompt executions of individuals convicted of terrorism; 12 people were executed shortly afterwards. 

 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

PM al-Abadi and Muqtada al-Sadr announce a political alliance  

On June 23, Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi and Shia cleric Muqtada al-Sadr announced that they had agreed on 

a political alliance between the Nasr and Sa’eroun blocs, which would bring the formation of a new government 

closer.  After a meeting in Najaf, they issued a joint statement announcing that they had set up a ‘cross-

sectarian, cross-ethnic’ coalition.  Both also called for a wider alliance consisting of all components of the Iraqi 

society that could form an inclusive government.  They also specified that this latest alliance would not affect 

agreements already in place with other blocs.  A day after announcing their cooperation, PM al-Abadi and 

Muqtada al-Sadr outlined the main points of their agreement.  According to a joint statement, they agreed that 

the new coalition should focus on forming a technocrat government which would include all Iraqi components 

and was free from sectarian ideologies.  They will also continue to support the federal security forces and aim to 

prevent any other groups from carrying weapons.  They will also continue the fight against corruption and 

prepare a financial plan to improve the country's economy.   

 

Sunni blocs in talks on a potential alliance 

Mohammed al-Karbouli, member of the Sunni Baghdad Coalition, said this week that a number of Iraqi Sunni 

blocs intended to form a unified Sunni coalition to effectively influence the government.  Karbouli added that a 

unified Sunni movement was discussed for some time, even before election results were announced.  Karbouli 

stressed that the Sunni community suffered most from Islamic State, therefore, it needed a unified front to 

prevent further tragedies.  Karbouli added that an announcement on the way forward for the Sunni blocs was 

“imminent” and that the new Sunni alliance would include deputies from all the main Sunni parties.  

 

IHEC begins manual recount of disputed votes 

The Independent High Electoral Commission started a nationwide manual recount of the parliamentary election 

votes this week.  On June 24, IHEC released a statement clarifying that the recount would only be carried out for 

ballots mentioned in reports on fraud or formal complaints.  This interpretation of the Supreme Federal Court 

ruling will be followed by the panel of nine judges who are now in control of IHEC as acting commissioners.  

Votes from areas with fraud allegations will be moved to Baghdad and recounted in the presence of United 

Nations representatives, the statement continued.  The results will need to be officially ratified by the Supreme 

Court.   

 

Iraqi parliament fails to hold session to extend its term 

On June 28, the Iraqi Council of Representatives (CoR) postponed a session that was scheduled to extend its 

term.  Parliament Speaker Salim al-Jabouri announced that the session was postponed indefinitely, as it failed to 

reach quorum.  Jabouri added that the final session of the parliament would be held on June 30; if the term is not 

extended by then, it will be the last day of CoR tenure.  The outgoing parliament remains active in the May 12 

election controversy.  On June 25, head of the parliament’s fact-finding committee called for the suspension of 

13 IHEC officials ahead of the vote recount, accusing them of forging the results.   

 

Kurdish PM discusses new cabinet with US commander 

Kurdish Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani discussed recent political developments in Iraq with the commander of 

US Central Command, General Joseph Votel, and US Consul-General in Irbil, Ken Gross, an official statement 

by the Regional Government confirmed on June 24.  Security issues and political developments in Iraq and the 

wider region were discussed, in particular, the formation of a new Iraqi government and the role of the Kurdish 

Region in this context.  The importance of military coordination between the coalition, Iraq and the Peshmerga in 

the fight against remaining Islamic State (IS) militants was also stressed.   
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Security 
 

Shia PMF accuse US-led coalition of 'war crimes' 

The Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) renewed accusations that the US-led coalition is in fact responsible for 

the airstrike on the Syrian border on June 17, which resulted in the death of 22 Iraqi PMF militants.  On June 24, 

the deputy chairman of the PMF Commission and one of Kata’ib Hezbollah’s leaders, Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, 

accused the US of carrying out the attack and called it a “war crime”.  Muhandis claimed that fragments of the 

missiles collected from the site proved it was a US attack.   

 

Eight hostages found dead in Diyala prompting public outrage 

ISF Security Media Centre confirmed on June 27 that eight bodies were found near Tal Ashraf, on the Salah al-

Din – Diyala border.  They confirmed that six of the victims were identified as members of security forces 

kidnapped on the Baghdad-Kirkuk road (Highway 2) on June 17.  Iraqi President Fuad Masum condemned the 

killing and expressed his condolences to the families.  Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi had earlier vowed to 

punish those responsible for the kidnapping but he refused to engage in negotiations, prompting negative 

reactions on the part of the victims’ families.  After the deaths were confirmed, the families were quoted as 

saying that they hold the government and security forces responsible and that they would ban officials from 

attending the funerals.  Reacting to the popular discontent, Abadi called for executions of individuals convicted 

for terrorism.  On June 29, Abadi’s office announced that “based on the directives of Prime Minister Haider al-

Abadi, the death sentence was executed against 12 convicted terrorists”.   

 

Al-Sadr orders its supporters to scale down armed operations  

Muqtada al-Sadr, an influential Shia cleric and leader of the Sa’eroun political bloc, ordered his supporters to 

cease armed operations across Iraq, with the exception of Baghdad and the Shia holy cities.  Al-Sadr’s 

statement was published on the website of Saraya al-Salam (Peace Brigades), a para-military group affiliated 

with the Sadrist movement, on June 28.  Al-Sadr declared that the move was intended to support the security 

forces and the incoming Iraqi government.  He later extended the scope of his decree, prohibiting the use of 

Saraya al-Salam’s name to question individual accountability or to inflict punishment.  The new decree also 

prohibited the use of military uniform and armed manifestations except in Samarra, Karbala and Baghdad where 

some units will be maintained to protect the holy sites and the unit’s headquarters.  In time, weapons used by the 

group are to be handed back to recognised military units and current commanders are to step down from 

operations and act only as advisors when requested.   

Economy 
 
Shell hands over Majnoon oilfield to Basra Oil Company 
Royal Dutch Shell reportedly finished the process of exiting the Majnoon oilfield and handed over all its 

operations to the Basra Oil Company, Reuters quoted Iraqi oil officials as saying.  Officials from Shell and the 

Basra Oil Company met on June 27 to mark the end of the transition phase.  “The handing over process was 

smooth and without any issues,” said one Iraqi oil official after the meeting.  

 
Iraq to work with OPEC to keep oil prices stable  

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi announced on June 29, that Iraq would cooperate with members of the 

Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and other states outside of the organisation to 

maintain the stability of oil prices.  This comes despite the country’s opposition to the plan for a slight increase in 

oil production starting from July agreed last week.  “Higher oil prices could lead to a setback in prices and this is 

neither in our interest, nor the interest of other OPEC countries,” Abadi said during his weekly conference in 

Baghdad.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Activity on the northern outskirts of the Kurdish region has been muted in the first half of the week, likely due to 

the Turkish elections taking place on June 24 and the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK)-announced ceasefire in 

place for the occasion.  Turkish aircraft resumed operations later during the week targeting locations in Dahuk 

(Amedi, Zap) and Irbil (Sidekan, Avashin, Kani Rashi) provinces.  The remainder of incidents from the Kurdish 

region reflected criminal activity and local disputes.   

 

Reporting from Nineveh comprised numerous arrests of alleged IS militants and finds of cached weaponry.  

Mosul again saw multiple arrests of individuals suspected of links with IS.  ISF operations were seen in the Amil, 

Nahrawan, and Ma'mun neighbourhoods; outside Mosul, arrests were reported in Qayyarah, Badush, and Sinjar.  

Cached weapons and explosives were found near Shurah, Qayrawan, and Tal Afar.  Meanwhile, ISF supported 

by local militias continue security sweeps on the Nineveh – Salah al-Din desert border in response to the recent 

attacks on local civilians.   
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Insurgents have recently stepped up activities in Kirkuk’s Hawijah and Daquq districts, seeking to exploit political 

and communal tensions in the area, with kidnappings and attacks on minorities.  Several dozen IS militants 

reportedly attacked Ali Saray, a village of the Kakai minority, in southern Daquq district, killing one person and 

injuring two others.  Another Kakai village, Zanqer, was attacked on June 28 but the villagers managed to 

repulse the attack.  In response to the increased intensity of insurgent operations, ISF have reportedly launched 

a renewed military offensive in the province.  In Kirkuk city, hundreds of Turkmen and Arab residents 

demonstrated in front of the Kirkuk Provincial Council on June 27, demanding a full manual recount to the May 

12 ballot boxes.  Other incidents reported within Kirkuk city were mostly of a criminal nature.  

 

Western parts of Salah al-Din, towards the Hamrin, also see regular insurgent activity. Four policemen were 

wounded by a roadside IED near the Alas Oilfield on June 25.  There were also several notable incidents in Tuz 

Khurmatu district, including SAF attacks on checkpoints and IEDs.  The chairman of the Salah al-Din Provincial 

Council said at a press conference that dozens of people have been killed and kidnapped in the province 

recently accusing the government in Baghdad of inaction leading to the security deterioration.  To the south, the 

commander of IA Diyala Operations announced that a large-scale search operation supported by air assets had 

started between Kifri, Tuz Khurmatu and Qara Tepe.  

 

Diyala Province sees IED and SAF attacks reported daily. On June 24, the head of the KDP office in Khanaqin, 

Sheikh Jaafar Mustafa, said that residents of 20 Kurdish villages in the Khanaqin area had been ordered by IS 

gunmen to leave their villages within 24 hours or face execution.   Last week, locals in the town of Khanaqin 

staged a general strike to raise awareness about security concerns.  There was a notable attack on an electoral 

commission employee in Diyala late on June 24.  Unidentified gunmen invaded the victim’s house near 

Saadiyah, killing four members of his family.  IED detonations and kidnappings were reported as the Diyala River 

Valley also remains exposed to remnants of insurgent groups.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

There were no high-profile attacks seen in Anbar province over the past week.  Kinetic activity was again 

recorded on the province’s borders.  Six ISF members were wounded when a roadside IED detonated on the 

border with Jordan on June 23.  Four days later, two members of the border protection force were killed and two 

others were wounded when an IED exploded against their patrol in the Anaza area near the Jordanian and 

Saudi border.  Airstrikes and ISF operations are ongoing in the sparsely populated desert areas, including the 

Horan Valley, Sahil Valley, Tharthar, and the deserts of Qaim district.   

 

Intermittent attacks and legacy IED detonations continue to be seen along the Euphrates River Valley, with Hit 

and Ramadi seeing recurring activity.  Two militants were arrested as they attempted to plant explosive devices 

in Albu Tiban, Ramadi district.  Clearing of legacy explosives continues in the Falluja-Ramadi corridor, with 

dozens of devices found around Falluja (Nuaimiyah, Saqlawiyah, Amriyat al-Fallujah) and Ramadi (Albu Dhiyab).  

This week, the Anbar Operations Command announced that over sixty displaced families from al-Khalidiyah IDP 

camp had returned to their homes in Fallujah, Karma and Saqlawiyah after the completion of security checks.  

 

  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

30 June 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [11]                        garda.com/ips 

 

Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

The security environment in Baghdad remains stable and permissive for commercial operations provided the 

adoption of adequate security measures.  Three civilians were injured when an IED detonated on a bus in Aden 

Square, Kadhimiyah district, on June 27.  In addition, a number of non-lethal attacks with explosive devices were 

seen during the week, including detonations in Rusafah, New Baghdad, Karadah, and Kadhimiyah as well as 

IED finds in Sadr City and Adhamiyah.  There were several SAF incidents linked to tribal disputes during the 

week.  Three people were injured in the Umm al-Kabir wa-Ghazlan area of Sadr City.  Skirmishing between the 

Bani Kaab and Bazooni tribes in the Ur neighbourhood of Shaab resulted in two people wounded.  Up to nine 

people were injured during a shootout in the Fadhiliyah neighbourhood on June 27.  In the background, the 

usual brand of criminal activity and low-level disputes was being reported, including armed robberies and 

murders.  The trend for localised protests over employment and public services continues in Baghdad and its 

environs with sporadic impact to traffic.   

There were no major hostile attacks in wider Baghdad province this week.  North of Baghdad, one person was 

wounded when an IED detonated in Taji district on June 24.  A civilian was injured in a UVIED explosion beneath 

his vehicle in Radwaniyah, south-west of Baghdad, on June 27.  Multiple legacy explosive devices were found 

and cleared in the course of search operations south and west of Baghdad.  Further controlled detonations might 

be seen in the area in the coming days.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

There were no major hostile incidents reported across the southern region.  In Babil province, the commander  of  

the  IA  Middle  Euphrates Operations stated that a joint clearance operation of ISF and Popular Mobilisation had 

started around Buhairat, Jurf al-Sakhar and Abid Wais, in search of IS sleeper cells.  This follows several 

incidents targeting civilians and security forces in the area in recent weeks.  Several instances of tribal fighting 

were seen in Dhi Qar and Maysan provinces.  The Maysan Police Command reported 11x rifles and 90x 

damaged mortar rounds were seized and 121 criminal suspects were arrested during the ongoing disarmament 

operations in the province.  In Basra province, one incident involving a low-yield IED, likely linked to intimidation, 

was again witnessed this week; a private dwelling was targeted in Qarmat Ali on June 25.  

 

Acts of crime continue across the region, with narcotics, smuggling and violent acts (including attempted kidnap) 

all being recorded.  ISF arrested several individuals suspected of drug trafficking in central Kut on June 29; 

weapons and IEDs were found in their possessions highlighting the risk of violence associated with the increase 

in drug trade.  Protest action has continued this week, the main topics - the lack of basic services (water and 

electricity), employment opportunities and the failure to pay employee salaries on time, many of those attending 

claiming arrears of more than three months.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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