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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

 Protest activity remains the central theme of reporting from southern Iraq, with demonstrations in relation to 
basic service provision and employment in their fifth week.  Extra care is advised when travelling to locations 
affected by large-scale demonstrations in August.  The Iraqi Security Forces remain on alert as the protests 
continue.  Demonstrations can be expected to continue in the next few weeks as demand for water and 
electricity increases during the hot summer months.  

 
 The fall-out of the May 12 parliamentary elections remains the focus of political reporting.  The manual 

recount of votes is expected to take around two more weeks to complete, with the government formation 
process to start officially after the results are confirmed by the Federal Supreme Court.  Political negotiations 
over the government composition are likely to be complicated by the current protest activity in southern Iraq, 
with the PM Haider al-Abadi’s security leadership and popularity tested by violent demonstrations. 
 

 Controversial results of the parliamentary elections and the ongoing disputes resulting from the Kurdish 
independence referendum mean that the general threat from political instability in northern Iraq could 
manifest itself to varying degrees of unrest and violence at the local level.  On July 01, a suicide VBIED 
targeted a warehouse housing ballot boxes in Kirkuk; one security element was killed and 20 others were 
injured.  On July 18, multiple explosive devices detonated in the city centre reportedly injuring at least a 
dozen civilians.  Increased security is expected to be seen in Irbil, following the attack on the Governor’s 
Office on July 23.    

Medium to long term outlook  
 
 A protracted period of coalition building is expected follow the elections.  The official government formation 

process will be initiated once the Federal Court confirms the parliamentary election results.  A period of 
transition will follow in which bureaucracy will increase as incumbents and policy changes.  
 

 The election results and government composition will have a significant impact on the security environment in 
northern Iraq.  In the absence of a concerted effort to engage the disenfranchised Sunni population of the 
country, these areas will remain at risk of sectarian violence from radical Sunni elements, especially in 
Nineveh, Salah al-Din and western Kirkuk. 

 
 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 
the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, 
and along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 
expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Sadr named winner of May's election after recount 

Nationalist Shiite cleric Moqtada Sadr's alliance won Iraq's legislative election in May according to a manual 
recount, the electoral commission said on August 09, paving the way for a government to be formed nearly three 
months after the polls.  Allegations of fraud prompted the supreme court to order a partial manual recount, but 
Sadr's joint list with communists will retain all 54 seats it won to become the biggest bloc in Iraq's 329-seat 
parliament.  The only change resulting from the recount will be an extra seat for the Conquest Alliance of pro-
Iranian former paramilitary fighters at the expense of a local Baghdad list.  Conquest Alliance remains in second 
place but will have 48 seats instead of 47, Iraq's nine-member electoral commission said.  Prime Minister Haider 
al-Abadi's bloc remains in third with just 42 seats. 

Unconfirmed reports say Abadi’s Nasr reaches agreement to form Government 
 
Abadi’s Victory Party Agree to Form Government - Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi’s Victory Bloc reportedly 
reached an agreement on Friday to form the country’s next government.  According to a statement released by 
the bloc, the agreement includes Moqtada al-Sadr's Sa’iroon coalition, Ammar al-Hakim’s National Wisdom 
Movement and Iyad Allawi’s National Coalition. 
 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 
Sadr named winner of May's election after recount 
Nationalist Shiite cleric Moqtada Sadr's alliance won Iraq's legislative election in May according to a manual 
recount, the electoral commission said on August 09, paving the way for a government to be formed nearly three 
months after the polls.  Allegations of fraud prompted the supreme court to order a partial manual recount, but 
Sadr's joint list with communists will retain all 54 seats it won to become the biggest bloc in Iraq's 329-seat 
parliament.  The only change resulting from the recount will be an extra seat for the Conquest Alliance of pro-
Iranian former paramilitary fighters at the expense of a local Baghdad list.  Conquest Alliance remains in second 
place but will have 48 seats instead of 47, Iraq's nine-member electoral commission said.  Prime Minister Haider 
al-Abadi's bloc remains in third with just 42 seats.   
 
Unconfirmed reports say Abadi’s Nasr reaches agreement to form Government 
Abadi’s Victory Party Agree to Form Government - Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi’s Victory Bloc reportedly 
reached an agreement on Friday to form the country’s next government.  According to a statement released by 
the bloc, the agreement includes Moqtada al-Sadr's Sa’iroon coalition, Ammar al-Hakim’s National Wisdom 
Movement and Iyad Allawi’s National Coalition.  In a statement, Khaled al-Obeidi, the Victory Bloc’s chief 
negotiator, said preliminary talks with the Wisdom Movement and the National Coalition had “led to positive 
results and common understandings, laying the groundwork for a viable government program.”  “We are now in 
close agreement with Sa’iroon, Wisdom and the National Coalition, and have also forged understandings with 
the Kurdistan Democratic Party,” al-Obeidi added.  On Thursday, Iraq's official electoral commission announced 
that a manual recount of the 12 May, poll results were more or less the same as the initial electronic vote count.  
Once Iraq’s Federal Court approves the results of the manual recount, incoming MPs will hold a first session to 
elect a new assembly speaker.  Within 30 days of that first session, the assembly will elect, by a two-thirds 
majority, the country’s next president.  The president will then task the largest bloc in parliament with drawing up 
a government, which must be referred back to parliament for approval. 
 
Abadi dismisses heads of departments 
The Iraqi Prime Minister, Haider al-Abadi, has dismissed a number of directors and heads of departments that 
were part of the Ministry of Electricity. This comes a few weeks after Qasim al-Fahdawi was removed as Minister 
of Electricity, in response to the electricity crisis. This is reportedly part of an attempt by Abadi to restructure the 
Ministry of Electricity, which has suffered from corruption, inefficiency and mismanagement. However, little is 
known about Abadi’s plan to restructure the ministry apart from the fact that he reportedly wants to remove 
senior officials that have underperformed or are accused of corruption. This also comes after Abadi referred 
nearly two-dozen officials to the commission earlier this week. With his premiership under threat following 
widespread criticism over his handling of the protests and the public service crisis in the country, Abadi is making 
a concerted effort to show that he is being proactive in implanting reforms and is taking action against corruption.  
 
Iraq abides by US sanctions on Iran despite opposition 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has said that his country will abide by the US sanctions on Iran, but added 
that Iraq opposes sanctions in general.  "We consider them [sanctions on Iran] a strategic mistake and incorrect 
but we will abide by them to protect the interests of our people," Abadi said during a press conference aired by 
state-run Iraqia News TV on August 07.  "We will not interact with them or support them but we will abide by 
them," Abadi added.  He also said that similar sanctions were previously imposed on Iraq and led to a 
"weakening of the country and its people".   
 
Meanwhile, the prime minister of Iraq's Kurdistan Region, Nechirvan Barzani, said that his government has 
asked the US to provide guidelines about its recent sanctions against Iran, saying that the Kurdish region will 
take steps as part of federal Iraq.  Barzani told reporters that it is still "unclear" to the Kurdistan Region as to how 
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it should act with regard to these sanctions.  "We have asked the US and Iraq to give us clarifications," Barzani 
said. "We asked for a US delegation to visit us and explain what needs to be done or what should not be done. 
We are waiting for that meeting and the [Kurdistan] Region will certainly take steps within the framework of Iraqi 
decisions."  However, he said, "I think it is not clear to them either. Surely, the Kurdistan Region's steps in this 
regard will be within the framework of Iraq."  Meanwhile, the website of the Kurdish government's website quoted 
Barzani as noting that "in the southern parts of Iraq, the Iraqi government has relied on Iran's electricity by up to 
60 per cent."  Barzani said that Iran also provides gas for two power stations there.  He added that "we have the 
right" to know the measures because "we don't want to breach the sanctions, but we should note that we and 
Iran have relations and share a long territory [border]."   
 
Meanwhile, Iraqi Shia militia group Asa'ib Ahl al-Haqq (League of the Righteous) has rejected Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi's stance regarding the US sanctions on Iran.  The militia, which has close ties with Iran, urged 
Iraq's leaders to take the right decision in favour of the country's interests.  The statement said: "We stress that 
this position is not binding to the upcoming government. We hope the decisions of this government will be based 
on Iraq's sovereignty and interests, as it should not be subordinate to Trump's impetuous administration."  Urging 
a different approach to the sanctions imposed on Tehran, the group said: "Maintaining Iraq's impartiality through 
not being part of the Iranian axis does not mean it should be pushed to be part of the US axis as a subordinate 
to its unilateral decisions”.   
 
Iraqi PM vows to continue fight against corruption 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has vowed to continue his fight against corruption in the country, saying that 
he issued a new list of corrupt government officials who will be referred to the judiciary.  "We will not stop 
cracking down on corruption," Abadi said during his weekly televised press conference aired by state-run Iraqia 
News TV on August 07.  Earlier in the day, al-Abadi announced that he had referred 15 former ministers and 
high-ranking officials to the country's integrity commission, which investigates corruption. Abadi's move came 
against the background of alleged corruption across a number of government departments, according to a 
statement issued by the PM’s office. The statement did not specify the names of those sent to the commission. 
However, media reports citing ‘sources close to Abadi’ claimed that among those under investigation are former 
Education Minister Mohammed al-Tamimi, former Minister of Housing and Construction Mohammed al-Darraji, 
and former Minister of Industry and Minerals Ahmed Karbouli, The names of the officials will not be officially 
released until after the investigation concludes, the prime minister’s spokes-man Saad Al Hadithi said in a 
subsequent interview.  
 
Fatah / State of Law discuss coalition 
Media reports on 7 August claimed that representatives of the State of Law (SoL) coalition under Nuri al-Maliki 
met with representatives of Fatah under Hadi al-Amiri on Tuesday to discuss the preparations for an alliance 
between the two blocs. Reports also claimed that the formal alliance between the two bloc’s would be 
announced with-in the coming week and that six other political blocs would also be part of the alliance, while not 
specifically naming them. An alliance between the two pro-Iranian blocs is seen as a possibility, but it would 
almost certainly isolate Fatah from the potential Sairun/Hikma/Nasr/Kurdish bloc that many see as the most likely 
route to a new government.  
 
Iraqi Kurdish PM asks Baghdad to drop oil lawsuit, website says 
An Iraqi Kurdish media outlet has claimed that Prime Minister of the Kurdistan Region Government (KRG) 
Nechirvan Barzani had asked Iraqi Prime Minister Haidar al-Abadi during recent talks to withdraw a lawsuit 
currently being heard at the Federal Supreme Court about the region's oil exports.  The website of the opposition 
Change Movement (Gorran), KNN, made the claim in a report published on August 01, citing a "special 
source".  According to the source, at a meeting on July 30 in Baghdad, Barzani asked Abadi to convince Iraqi Oil 
Minister Jabbar Al-Luaibi to withdraw the lawsuit, which calls for the KRG to hand over its oil to the federal 
government.  Following the meeting, official media outlets had reported that Barzani and Abadi discussed the 
formation of the next Iraqi government, security cooperation and general political developments, but made no 
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mention of the contentious lawsuit.  The alleged request made by Barzani, if true, would be presumably be in 
return for his party's joining a coalition led by Abadi which would form the largest bloc in parliament and lead 
government formation talks.   Barzani's unannounced visit to Baghdad raised eyebrows because his delegation 
did not include members of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, the junior partner in a cabinet led by Barzani's party, 
the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP). The two have repeatedly said following the May elections that Kurds 
should enter the talks as one bloc.  The source told KNN that Barzani asked Abadi to allow for discussions 
between Erbil and Baghdad to resume, instead of taking the case to court.  The source was quoted as saying 
that Barzani also proposed to let Baghdad export oil from the disputed city of Kirkuk to Turkey via KR's pipelines. 
The source added that while Abadi found the proposal to be positive, he did not promise Barzani that he would 
persuade the oil minister to withdraw the lawsuit.  Meanwhile, Iraqi Oil Ministry spokesman Assim Jihad told KNN 
that withdrawing the Oil Ministry's complaint at the Federal Supreme Court is at Abadi's "discretion". 
 
Turkey to reopen Mosul consulate: Erdogan 
Turkey is set to open a consulate in the northern Iraqi city of Mosul, four years after it was seized and its 
employees held hostage by IS, President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said on August 04.  Ankara had opened a well-
staffed consulate in Mosul before the rise of IS there and in neighbouring Syria.  But 46 Turks, including 
diplomats, their children, special forces officers and other Turkish employees were taken hostage by the militants 
in June 2014. The hostages were freed in September 2014 after a three-month ordeal.  Symbolically, the 
consulate building was destroyed in a US-led coalition airstrike in April 2016 carried out in coordination with 
Ankara. The city was retaken by Iraqi forces in June 2017.  “The consulates general in Mosul and (the southern 
Iraqi city) of Basra will resume operations within 100 days,” Erdogan told a meeting on government plans after 
his June 24 election victory. Turkish officials had previously indicated Ankara was keen to reopen the consulate 
in Mosul but this was the first mention that a time frame has been evoked.  Turkey evacuated the Basra 
consulate for security reasons in 2014 a week after IS seized the Mosul mission.  The circumstances in which 
the Mosul consulate staff were freed remain murky, with reports at the time indicating they had been released in 
exchange for IS militants held by Turkey.  Erdogan, then premier, insisted no ransom had been paid, saying 
there were “only diplomatic and political negotiations” and describing the outcome as “a diplomatic victory.”  The 
former Turkish consul general in Mosul who was kidnapped with the other Turks, Ozturk Yilmaz, went into 
politics and became a deputy chairman of the opposition Republican People’s Party (CHP) and is its main 
spokesman on foreign affairs. 
 
Main Iraqi Kurdish parties say poll to go ahead as planned 
The two main ruling parties in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq have denied claims that they were behind an effort to 
postpone upcoming regional parliamentary elections.  In a joint press conference in the city of Sulaymaniyah on 
August 04, two senior officials of the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), the senior partner in the Kurdish 
government, and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) have said that their respective parties were ready for the 
poll, the PUK media website reported on the same day.  The head of the PUK HQ in Sulaymaniyah, Qadir 
Hama-Jan, said that only Kurdistan Region's parliament and government could decide on postponing the 
election.  Hama-Jan also said that his party will have a candidate for Iraqi president if the post is to be retained 
by the PUK. However, he said this will be decided at a meeting of the party's leadership council.   
 
Iraqi protesters criticise government 'failure' to solve problems 
Protest organisers in various Iraqi provinces have called for abolishing parliament and municipal councils and 
putting "corrupt" officials on trial amid continuing demonstrations.  Hundreds of villagers in Al-Asriya 
neighbourhood in northern Babil province have criticised the government for its "failure to meet their needs" as 
they took to the streets to protest against "rampant corruption and lack of services," privately-owned Al-
Sharqiyah News TV reported on August 06.  They called for abolishing parliament and municipal councils and 
expressed dissatisfaction at "officials' failure to heed their suffering," the channel said.  Protesters from Baghdad, 
Diyala and Diwaniyah have joined a sit-in in central Samawah in Muthanna province, the channel 
reported.   "They stressed that their sit-ins would continue and their revolution will not abate until all their 
demands are achieved and the corrupt ones who stole public funds go to prison," the TV said.  A number of truck 
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drivers in Maysan province have also blocked a border crossing with Iran and demanded suspension of tariffs 
levied from them, the channel said. They threatened to stage a sit-in until their demands are met.   

Security 
 
Peshmerga agrees to return to Kirkuk  
The Kurdistan Region’s Peshmerga forces would return to Kirkuk and other disputed territories but only in 
coordination with the US-led Coalition, a commander stated on August 08.  Following Kurdistan’s independence 
referendum last year, the Iraqi army and pro-Iranian Shi’ite militias of Hashd al-Shaabi took over positions that 
had been manned by the Peshmerga.   Since then, the security situation in Kirkuk has faced serious and 
continuous challenges. Some factions and the Kurdish population of the disputed province demand the return of 
the Peshmerga forces to secure their region.  Sirwan Barzani, commander of Peshmerga forces on the Gwer-
Makhmour front told press that the Peshmerga would only return to Kirkuk if the US-led Coalition coordinates the 
return. He also noted that close coordination with the Iraqi Army would be needed to enable such a move 
according to Barzani, there has been no official discussion yet about potential Peshmerga presence in Kirkuk 
and disputed territories. 
 
PMF withdraws from Sinjar 
According to reports, forces from the Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU) have withdrawn from Sinjar in Nineveh 
and were replaced by other Iraqi forces. These new forces have reportedly been deployed in the city as part of 
plans to reopen the border crossing between Syria and Iraq at Rabia, which has reportedly been closed for four 
years. The deal, however, is dependent on the security situation on the Syrian side, which is controlled by the 
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). As part of these plans, the PMF and the Iraqi forces are expected to reopen 
the Sinjar-Dohuk road after reaching an agreement with the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG).  
 

Economy 
 
Iraq earns $26 million from international flights in first half of year 
In the first six months of 2018, the number of international commercial aircraft utilizing airports in Iraq increased 
by 140 percent, resulting in more revenue for the government.  The Iraqi Civil Aviation Authority (IAAC) stated 
"the number of international flights using Iraqi airspace has increased, reaching 13,118 flights in the first half of 
2018 and increasing by 140 percent."  "The total income of using Iraqi airspace has reached $26,341,799, which 
has delivered to the government's treasury,” added the director of financial section of the IAAC on August 
04.  Iraq has five international airports: Baghdad, Najaf, Basra, Erbil, and Sulaymaniyah. Iraq announced plans 
to reopen an international airport in Kirkuk. Mosul, the country’s second-largest city, had its airport badly 
damaged during the IS conflict.  Iraqi Airways is considered to be the oldest airline carrier in the Middle 
East.  “Iraqi Airways is always seeking as the country’s national carrier to upgrade and develop and to take 
advantage of all opportunities and abilities available to implement them in the service of travellers,” Iraq’s 
transportation ministry stated on Thursday.  The ministry added Iraqi Airways’ Baghdad-London flight-time has 
been reduced by an hour because the flight now refuels in Sofia, Bulgaria, instead of Malmo, Sweden.  Airports 
in the Kurdistan Region were closed to international flights from September 29, 2017, until March 19. The 
closures followed an order by Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi following an independence referendum by the 
Kurdistan Region on September 25.  Iraq’s interior ministry controls the flight schedule. The KRG and Baghdad 
created a Directorate for Special Protection under which federal and regional authorities jointly work to 
administer the airports in Erbil and Sulaymaniyah. 
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Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
In the Kurdish region, among the most prominent security incidents this week, was an IS ambush against ISF in 
the village of Alirash, near Makhmour in south western Erbil province.  A security official noted that there were 
casualties from both sides, stating that ISF considers the area as a main pocket of continued IS presence.    
Separately, it was reported that at around 0100 hrs on August 04, several gunmen riding in a Toyota-Corolla 
sedan fired several shots at the office of the Kurdistan Democratic Party KDP in Sulaymaniyah city, no casualties 
were reported, although this is continuing evidence of the continued tensions between the supporters of the two 
main parties, the KDP and the PUK.   
 
Meanwhile, in a continuation of Turkish offensive operations in northern Iraq, Turkish airstrikes targeted several 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) positions in the villages of Komosor, Kweiza Rash, Lola and Shikyu in the 
Sidkan sub-district of Erbil province.  In addition, later in the week PKK and Turkish troops after the PKK fighters 
attacked a unit of Turkish soldiers in the Chiyadel and Kawet mountains of Bradost area, Erbil province, with an 
exchange of fire lasting for four hours and leaving casualties on both sides. 
 
In another incident during this reporting period, a Kurdish Peshmerga weapons depot in the Kani Qrzhalla area 
on the Erbil-Mosul highway, and around 10km west of Erbil, caught fire around midnight on August 06, with the 
blaze still to be brought under control.  The incident, which took place before midnight on the same day, is the 
fourth explosion at a Kurdish weapons storage site in six weeks.  Two munition sites exploded in July and one in 
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late June.  The report said that the weapons depot belonged to the KDP's Peshmerga First Support Force, which 
reportedly boasts heavy weapons and a substantial arsenal mostly supplied by the international coalition during 
the country's fight against IS.  No details of the damaged munitions in this depot or in the weapons stores that 
blew up in June and July have been declared to the public.  However, the private NRT website said that the 
depot contained rockets, and mortars, and also cited unnamed emergency teams in Erbil as saying that several 
people had been wounded in the explosion and sent to hospital.  Some local outlets have questioned why fires 
at weapons depots were becoming a frequent occurrence.  A report on NRT said in July that it was part of an 
attempt by the ruling KDP and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) to "conceal" the true extent of the supplied 
weapons at their disposal.   
 
According to reports, the head of the Iraqi General Authority for Border Ports, Kazim al-Aqabi, met with Turkish 
Ambassador to Iraq, Fatih Yildiz, to discuss opening two new border crossings along the countries mutual 
border, in order to strengthen trade between the two countries.  The Authority said in a statement on August 7 
that the two officials discussed the opening of two border crossings at Fishkhabour and Ovaköy respectively.  A 
provisional date for a visit by a technical team to prepare a feasibility study was set for September.  They also 
discussed the importance of the opening of the new crossings, which would “enhance the smooth movement of 
commercial goods between the two countries”.  The meeting is the second in that series after an initial one in 
June.   
 
Nineveh province has seen levels of activity which conform to regional norms however at least 12 people, 
including members of the pro-government Sunni tribal fighters were killed and wounded in two consecutive 
explosions south-east of Mosul in the village of Sindig in Nimrod district.  The source said the first device 
exploded on a motorcycle, killing one and injuring another, while the second IED detonated near a gathering of 
people. In addition, and according to an Iraqi official on August 04, IS have reportedly intensified their activities in 
the border areas between Nineveh province and Syria.  Atheel al-Nujaifi, the former Governor of Nineveh 
province, said that the extremists have put the security of Mosul at ‘great risk’ once again as the Iraqi forces and 
pro-Iran Shi'ite militias did not have enough control over the territory.  Nujaifi stated that the recent re-emergence 
of the militants in Nineveh would cause the group's sleeper cells in the city to become active again.  Meanwhile, 
numerous cache finds and a number of prominent Islamic State members were reportedly captured this week 
and a number of civilians have been killed inside Mosul city due to the accidental detonation of legacy IEDs.  
 
Highlighting the fact that Islamic State still maintain a residual presence inside Mosul city, Nineveh police 
command reported that two IS insurgents were killed during an exchange of gunfire on August 05, stating that 
the militants were responsible for planting an IED on August 05 in al-Quds neighbourhood that prematurely 
exploded and killed an ISF EOD officer as he tried to defuse it.  In addition, a councillor in the Baaj area in 
western Nineveh has stated that IS militants killed 20 Arabs from the Shamari tribe in a house in the area of Skar 
which demonstrated that that the group was still active in the area.  Officials have since warned of further IS 
activities and movements in the area.  Finally, single source press reported has suggested that PMF units are 
beginning to pull out of the Zummar sub district of Mosul and also other areas of the city, and are withdrawing to 
Iraq’s southern provinces.  A source in the city told press that "the local government in Nineveh are insisting on 
the complete withdrawal of the popular crowd from its cities”.   
 
In Salah-al-Din province, Islamic State continue to carry out opportunist IED and complex attacks against 
civilians and ISF.  Three PMF members were wounded in an IED strike during an operation in Jazirat Tikrit 
region near Lake Tharthar in western Salah-al-Din province and the Saraya Al Salam (Peace Bde PMF) clashed 
with IS militants in Farhatiyah south of Samarra on the evening of August 03 with the fighting resulting in the 
deaths of 11 militants. Three members of the pro-government Sunni tribal militia were wounded in an IED strike 
against a security patrol in the village of al-Muslakha near Fatiha region, and three IS militants were reportedly 
killed in an ambush laid by members of the PMF 21st Brigade near the village of Zarka in Tuz Khurmatu.   
Finally, at 0100hrs on August 08, IS militants attacked a unit of Hashd al-Shaabi militia in in Hamzaqa village 
near Hawijah, (some 55 kilometres southwest Kirkuk province) killing three PMF members.   
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Finally, in Diyala province, four mortars impacted a village situated on the outskirts of Saadiyah sub-district, north 
east of Baqubah, without causing casualties, and was the latest in a series of impacts in the region reported 
through the week, and is indicative of continued IS harassing tactics against the local civilian population in 
Baqubah.  In the main security incident this week, suspected IS militants launched an attack in the district of Abi 
Saida in Diyala on August 06, using light and medium weapons, according to a security source.  Following the 
attack, the commander of Diyala operations, Lieutenant General Mizher al-Azzawi stated that a joint force 
supported by helicopters began a three-pronged search operation in the Waqif Valley, 22 km north east of 
Baqubah.  Diyala province continues to be an IED hot-spot. on August 07, ISF EOD defused a roadside IED in 
Kermak Med'an village, 3 km south of Khanaqin. This was the second incident in the area in less than 24 hours.  
The previous day, an IED detonated wounding a civilian in the same village and IED strikes continued elsewhere 
in the province; a civilian being killed in a roadside IED explosion in Khalis district.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 
A more active reporting period this week in Anbar province.  A security source stated that an IS sleeper cell 
comprising of seven members was arrested and a shelter containing quantities of arms and munitions was 
seized in multiple raids in Qaim and Rutbah in western Anbar province on August 07 as ISF sweep and secure 
operations continue in Anbar.  Meanwhile, a security source within the Al-Jazeera Operations Command 
announced the killing of 16 x IS militants in a failed infiltration attempt into the desert areas of Rawah district.  In 
addition, the border protection force engaged several IS militants spotted inside the Iraqi territories in Qaim 
district (ISF were using thermal cameras).  One militant wearing an explosives-rigged vest was killed.  Coalition 
aircraft also reportedly targeted an IS cave in Rawah which resulted in the destruction of a cache containing 6 x 
explosive belts, the killing of 12 terrorists and the destruction of two vehicles.   
 
Meanwhile, the Kurdish-led, US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) have said that they had fully driven out 
Islamic State from Syria’s eastern border with Iraq in a coordinated operation with the US-led coalition and the 
Iraqi army.  “The campaign, launched from Shadadi and Al-Hol towns, liberated 71,360 km2 of land along 191 
kilometres near the Iraqi border, including the strategic town of Dashisha,” the SDF said in an online statement.  
The SDF launched an operation on Dashisha, a strategic IS-held town on the border with Iraq in May this year.  
The city fell in June, and the operation resumed towards remaining IS pockets, including rural areas of both the 
Hasakah and Deir al-Zor governorates.  “Our forces met with Iraqi forces on the border and liberated the entire 
desert of Deir al-Zor,” the SDF statement read. “The International Coalition fought in the air and ground 
effectively, carrying out dozens of air strikes targeting terrorist movements, targeting heavy artillery fortifications 
and also carrying out surface-to-surface missile attacks,” the SDF statement added. The SDF claimed to have 
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killed 418 IS militants within their three-month offensive in eastern Syria.  Regarding SDF casualties, reportedly, 
4 SDF fighters lost their lives, and 22 were wounded.  The SDF also stated they seized large amounts of 
weapons, ammunition and armoured vehicles.  According to reports, with the liberation of the border area in 
eastern Syria, IS militants are now contained in the strategic town of Hajin in the Deir al-Zor countryside on the 
Euphrates River.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 
 

 

 

 

Protest activity has been relatively muted this week, although activists gathered in Tahrir square in Rusafah 
district on August 10 demanding jobs and better services and telling press that they intend to launch multiple 
widespread demonstrations, in the City and outside government offices in Iraq' southern region, to demand the 
resignation of governors, the dissolving of provincial councils and better services.  Kadhimiyah has also seen 
demonstrators gathering to demand better services and the release of the detained protestors, and university 
graduates gathered in front of the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research in Rusafah, to demand 
the expansion of the domestic higher education system.   

This week has seen a number of Islamic State-claimed attacks in the city, which came as the Baghdad 
Operations Command (BOC) announced the reopening of more than a thousand streets in Baghdad on July 30.  
The commander of BOC, Major General Jalil al-Rubaie, said in a press statement that "the number of streets 
closed in Baghdad was very large because of the [past] security situation. It required that we take some actions 
on the ground”.  However, "the operations command has reopened more than 1,000 streets in both Karkh and 
Rusafah Districts".  He added that "the security situation in Baghdad has become stable and the leadership does 
not have any reluctance in opening of streets. [This move] will certainly help citizens move around more easily 
and shorten travel times".  He pointed out that "a large number of checkpoints on both sides, Karkh and 
Rusafah, were lifted with 30 checkpoints and more than 90-95 stations in Rusafah lifted and 30-40 checkpoints 
and more than 150 stations in Karkh".   
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In direct contrast, Islamic State claimed an attack on buses carrying Shias in Baghdad city on August 07.  IS's 
"Nashir News Agency" channel on the messaging app Telegram issued the claim the same day saying the 
attacks with explosive devices (IEDs) took place in "al-Bayya" and "Hay al-Amil" areas in southern Baghdad.  
The attacks in question took place in the in Shatt al-Taiji region in Kadhimiyah district, when an IED detonated 
leaving two civilians wounded, and an IED also detonated near a supermarket in the Bayaa area, West Rashid, 
southwest of Baghdad, which led to the injury of a civilian.  In addition, an explosive charge placed inside a Kia 
mini-bus that was carrying passengers exploded in Al-Amel neighbourhood of south Baghdad, injuring four 
people, including a woman and a child.   

In the wider Baghdad belts, hostile activity was also largely limited to small arms and routine low-yield IED 
attacks. A civilian was killed in a close-quarter shooting by gunmen carrying suppressed weapons in Bob al-
Sham, and another SAF attack in Nawrawan, south east of Baghdad resulting in one civilian death.  A sound 
bomb IED also detonated near shops in Radwaniyah, south west of Baghdad, wounding one person.  Tribal 
fighting was also reported this week in Husseiniya sub-district north of Baghdad, where light and medium 
weapons were used during the clashes.  Finally, a roadside IED exploded targeting a security vehicle in Sabaa 
al-Bour, northwest Baghdad on the evening of August 02, killing one ISF member and injuring another. 

Finally, the Baghdad Operations Command (BOC) has stated that the planned ‘Baghdad security fence’ is now 
80% complete  Spokesman for Joint Operations, Brigadier Yahya Rasool, confirmed that 80% of the security 
fence in Baghdad has been completed, noting that 8 official entry and egress points will be announced soon to 
enter and exit the capital from four directions.  Rasool stated that "The purpose of this fence is to secure the 
province of Baghdad to prevent the infiltration of terrorists and terrorist operations.  There will be checkpoints 
and checkpoints at specific gates and ports, Explosives detection equipment, intelligence elements and a 
database.  According to Iraqi press, the BOC was supposed to implement the security fence in 2012, but it was 
cancelled for unknown reasons, despite financial allocation to the project.  The fence, when complete, will run for 
a distance of more than 300 km and surround Baghdad. 

Meanwhile, in the wider Baghdad province, two civilians were wounded in an IED explosion near the Taji 
industrial area in the northern belt, and an IED attack against an electricity pylon was foiled in Tarmiyah, also in 
the northern Baghdad belt, on August 07 before the militants detonated the device.  In addition, later this week, a 
separate attack was noted in the same area when several Islamic State members attacked the electricity towers 
in al-Buhairat region.  Clashes with the militants resulted, leaving three militants killed and a ISF soldier 
wounded.  In the restive Abu Ghraib area, one IED detonated on August 08 which was believed to have 
specifically targeted a municipal council member, resulting in his serious injury.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
This week has been another which has seen Government press releases announcing increases in employment, 
hours per day of electricity supply, remedies for water salinity and the completion and implementation of stalled 
provincial projects in order to placate the widespread ongoing protests in the southern provinces.  However, 
despite the claims and in some cases visible evidence to confirm the GoI’s commitment to demonstrator 
demands, protest action endures. Within the city, mass events have reduced – this much as a result of the 
‘Basra Demonstration Committee’ being formed which led by an amalgam of tribal Sheikhs and local clerics.  
However, smaller more random events continue to blight the landscape and hamper freedom of movement 
around the city.  To the north of the province in WQ 1 and WQ 2, tribal elements continue with their blockade of 
the main route into both fields. The Bani Mansour tribe leading the enduring action after having refused a ‘blood 
money’ payment from the OPF in relation to the fatal shooting of one of their tribal members on July 08. The ever 
extending list of protester demands is also failing to instil confidence in a timely resolution.  
 
The overall situation in Basra – excluding demonstrator action - remains unchanged with only limited criminal 
activity recorded this week. On August 06 an Iraqi male was arrested for possession of a number of forged 
Greek passports as he tried to re-enter Iraq from Iran and on August 07 a high voltage power cable 33KV which 
extends from the Bab al-Zubair station to the al-Baradi’yah area in central Basra city was reportedly damaged 
during an attempted theft, causing outages in Qibla and Muhandisin.   
 
In Wasit province, in an unusual incident for the area, a 400-kv transmission tower at an unspecified location 
between Wasit and Dhi Qar province was reportedly sabotaged by unidentified individuals and in Karbala 
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province, security forces closed the Baghdad-Karbala main road to traffic following an explosion which occurred 
inside weapons storage facility belonging to the pro-government Shia militia (the al-Abbas Fighting Division) in 
Husseiniya sub-district, north of Karbala on August 06, resulting in 16 casualties. Speaking to press, a source 
said, “the explosion of a weapon stash for the al-Abbas combat division [part of al-Hashd al-Shaabi (Popular 
Mobilization Forces)] in al-Wand region, north of Karbala, left one person killed and 19 others injured, in addition 
to some damage to the houses, as missiles fell on them.”  The division announced the forming of three 
committees after the explosion in order to investigate the incident.  According to BasNews website, a number of 
fighters were killed due to the explosion.  In a second incident on August 10, another PMF weapons depot 
exploded in the Razzazah area in the west of Karbala.   
 
Finally, in Dhi Qhar, limited tribal feuding was reported in Sayed Dakhil district, east of Nasiriyah and ISF 
reinforcements were deployed to Shatra district, north of Nasiriyah in anticipation of a tribal fighting between the 
clans of Omar and Azabaj belonging to the Uboda tribe; one member of the Azabaj was reportedly targeted by 
gunmen earlier this week and protest activity has continued in Nasiriyah city throughout the reporting period.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

11 August 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [20]                         

 

GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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