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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

 Protest activity remains the central theme of reporting from southern Iraq, with demonstrations in relation to 
basic service provision and employment in their second month.  Extra care is advised when travelling to 
locations affected by large-scale demonstrations in August.  The Iraqi Security Forces remain on alert as the 
protests continue.   
 

 Demonstrations can be expected to continue in the next few weeks as demand for both commodities 
increases during the hot summer months. Demands for employment opportunities were also emphasized.  
Such events can be expected to continue, with the likelihood of them becoming more violent dependent on 
the security forces’ initial reactions.  

 
 The fall-out of the May 12 parliamentary elections remains the focus of political reporting.  The manual 

recount of votes is now complete, with the government formation process to start officially after the results are 
confirmed by the Federal Supreme Court which is expected in late August.  Political negotiations over the 
government composition are likely to be complicated by the current protest activity in southern Iraq, with the 
PM Haider al-Abadi’s security leadership and popularity tested by violent demonstrations. 
 

 Controversial results of the parliamentary elections and the ongoing disputes resulting from the Kurdish 
independence referendum mean that the general threat from political instability in northern Iraq could 
manifest itself to varying degrees of unrest and violence at the local level.  On July 01, a suicide VBIED 
targeted a warehouse housing ballot boxes in Kirkuk; one security element was killed and 20 others were 
injured.  On July 18, multiple explosive devices detonated in the city centre reportedly injuring at least a 
dozen civilians.  Increased security is expected to be seen in Erbil, following the attack on the Governor’s 
Office on July 23.    

Medium to long term outlook  
 
 A protracted period of coalition building is expected follow the elections.  The official government formation 

process will be initiated once the Federal Court confirms the parliamentary election results.  A period of 
transition will follow in which bureaucracy will increase as incumbents and policy changes.  
 

 The election results and government composition will have a significant impact on the security environment in 
northern Iraq.  In the absence of a concerted effort to engage the disenfranchised Sunni population of the 
country, these areas will remain at risk of sectarian violence from radical Sunni elements, especially in 
Nineveh, Salah al-Din and western Kirkuk. 

 
 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 
the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, 
and along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 
expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Supreme Court ratifies Election results  
Iraq’s Supreme Court has ratified the results of the May 12 parliamentary election, its spokesman said on August 
19, setting in motion a 90-day constitutional deadline for the winning parties to form a government.  In June the 
Iraqi Parliament ordered a nationwide manual recount of the results, which were tallied electronically, after a 
government report said there were widespread violations and blamed the electoral commission.  Yet the recount 
showed little had changed from the initial results as populist Shi’ite Muslim cleric Moqtada al-Sadr retained his 
lead, positioning him to play a central role in forming the country’s next government.   

Government formation - update 
There has been much speculation that Iraqi Vice President Nuri al-Maliki will declare a rival alliance to form a 
parliament majority that will attempt to form the next Iraqi parliament. The Iraq News Network website quoted 
Abdul-Hadi al-Saadawi, a member of Maliki’s State of the Law (SoL) alliance, as saying that “it is possible that 
the largest bloc will be declared soon, after final touches are given to the next government’s platform”. According 
to Saadawi, an agreement has been signed for an alliance between the SoL and Hadi al-Amiri’s Fatah alliance, 
which may also include ‘other blocs’. Other reports claimed that talks are ongoing between Maliki and Amiri on 
forming an opposition bloc to the already announced alliance between Sairun/Nasr/Hikma/Wataniyah, the latter 
having a potential vote total of 136 of the 165 required for a majority.  

IS leader issues defiant message despite setbacks 
Islamic State has issued a new audio message by its leader Abu-Bakr al-Baghdadi, the first since September 
2017, in which he called on Muslims to wage jihad and carry out attacks in Europe and the US.  In the recording, 
the IS leader was defiant despite the major territorial setbacks his group has suffered in its heartland of Iraq and 
Syria.  It is not clear when the 54-minute audio was recorded. However, references to latest developments in 
Syria and to an ongoing spat between Turkey and the US over a detained American pastor suggest that it may 
have been recorded recently.  He also mentions the Muslim festival of Eid al-Adha, which started on 21 August, 
further indicating that the message is likely recent.   
 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 
Supreme Court ratifies Election results  
Iraq’s Supreme Court has ratified the results of the May 12 parliamentary election, its spokesman said on August 
19, setting in motion a 90-day constitutional deadline for the winning parties to form a government.  In June the 
Iraqi Parliament ordered a nationwide manual recount of the results, which were tallied electronically, after a 
government report said there were widespread violations and blamed the electoral commission.  Yet the recount 
showed little had changed from the initial results as populist Shi’ite Muslim cleric Moqtada al-Sadr retained his 
lead, positioning him to play a central role in forming the country’s next government.  “The Supreme Federal 
Court issued on the afternoon of August 19, 2018, its decision to ratify the names received,” its spokesman Iyas 
al-Samouk said in a statement.  The ratification makes the results formal and lawmakers now have to gather and 
elect a speaker, then president and finally a prime minister and cabinet within 90 days.  The political uncertainty 
over the make-up of the new government has raised tensions at a time when public impatience is growing over 
poor basic services, unemployment and the slow pace of rebuilding after a three-year war with the Islamic State 
militant group. 
 
Government formation - update 
There has been much speculation that Iraqi Vice President Nuri al-Maliki will declare a rival alliance to form a 
parliament majority that will attempt to form the next Iraqi parliament. The Iraq News Network website quoted 
Abdul-Hadi al-Saadawi, a member of Maliki’s State of the Law (SoL) alliance, as saying that “it is possible that 
the largest bloc will be declared soon, after final touches are given to the next government’s platform”. According 
to Saadawi, an agreement has been signed for an alliance between the SoL and Hadi al-Amiri’s Fatah alliance, 
which may also include ‘other blocs’. Other reports claimed that talks are ongoing between Maliki and Amiri on 
forming an opposition bloc to the already announced alliance between Sairun/Nasr/Hikma/Wataniyah, the latter 
having a potential vote total of 136 of the 165 required for a majority. However, potential splits within Abadi's 
Nasr coalition mean that ultimately he may not be able to bring his full total of 43 MPs to the alliance. The 
proposed alliance between SoL and Fatah would give a total of 73 seats. The two main Kurdish parties are also 
reported to have signalled their potential willingness to join the SoL/Fatah alliance, having collectively secured 
43 seats. Although there is no word on how close to an agreement the parties are, if all four 
(Sol/Fatah/KDP/PUK) enter a coalition they would have 116 seats - just 20 behind the Abadi-Sadr-Hakim-Allawi 
alliance and 49 short of a majority. The two coalitions - if ultimately confirmed - would account for around 252 
seats between them, meaning just 77 seats are held by the plethora of smaller parties and individuals not 
accounted for. Separate reports claim that both of the rival blocs have also held talks with the newly formed 
Sunni National Axis Alliance which could bring around 40 potential seats. Formal announcements are not 
expected until after the official government Eid al Adha holiday, which ends on 26 August. 
 
Meanwhile, as negotiations between the Fatah Coalition and the National Axis continue, reports have emerged 
that the latter has demanded control over a number of key ministries as a pre-condition to joining should a 
government be formed. According to reports, the National Axis has told Fatah that, Khamis al-Khanjar, a 
prominent member of the coalition, should be guaranteed the post of Vice President and Osama al-Nujaifi should 
be chosen for one of the Deputy Prime Minister posts. Additionally, the bloc has reportedly demanded control 
over the Ministry of Defence, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Trade and Ministry of Transport. These areas 
of government are among the most important and, if granted, would give the National Axis considerable amount 
of influence in government. It is important to note that, since 2003, Sunni factions have never filled the Ministries 
of Transport and Foreign Affairs, with the Ministry of Transport traditionally falling under the control of the Badr 
Organisation.  With Fatah desperately needing the support of “Sunni factions” in order to form a parliamentary 
coalition that can challenge the Nasr-Sa’iroun-Hikma-Wataniya bloc to become the largest bloc in parliament, the 
National Axis is using its leverage to obtain as much of a say in the next government as possible. However, it 
may be hard to envision Badr giving up its control over the Ministry of Transport or Fatah allowing the National 
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Axis to obtain control over both the Foreign Affairs Ministry and Defence Ministry.  Regardless of what a final 
agreement would entail, an alliance between the two blocs would give a major boost to Khamis al-Khanjar’s 
political ambitions and could thrust him to the very top of Iraq’s political establishment after years of 
estrangement. Al-Khanjar, a wealthy businessman with substantial links to Qatar, is a highly controversial figure 
in Iraqi politics. He is notoriously known for his fierce support of the protests that emerged in late 2013 in the 
province of Anbar, and later morphed into IS, right up until 2014. Many suspect that his substantial financial 
support of the anti-government protests was a significant contributing factor to the group’s rise in 2014. 
Therefore, Fatah’s attempts to form an agreement with his coalition could risk alienating a number of their 
supporters. 
 
Five Iraqi parties to visit Kurdistan, seeking alliance with KDP and PUK 
An official from the Hikma movement said on August 17 that they will soon announce the biggest alliance with 
four other Iraqi parties, adding that they will visit the Kurdistan Region to convince the region’s leading parties to 
join. "The political majority project is in its last stage and Hikma, Sairoun, Nasr, Wataniya and the Iraqi Forces 
Union will together announce the biggest faction," Mohammed Jamil Mayahi, a member of Hikma Front's 
presidency, told Rudaw. Hikma is headed by Ammar al-Hakim, an Iraqi cleric who is close to Iraqi Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi. Their “high level” delegations will also try to incorporate the Fatih alliance and the Turkmen 
Front, as well as the Christian parties which hold five seats in the parliament.  
 
US Stepping up Efforts in Support of Abadi’s Second Term 
An official from Iraq’s Islamic Da’wa Party, led by Nouri al-Maliki, has revealed that the United States is mounting 
pressure on political factions to support Haider al-Abadi reassume position of Iraqi premier. “The United States of 
America is looking for a prime minister [for Iraq] who is its own friend, and a foe of Iran,” Sami Askari, an advisor 
to Maliki, told press.  He explained that Washington’s position in the matter is because it fears some figures, 
especially those from Iranian-backed Fatih Coalition, to take over Iraq’s premier office.   However, the official 
said, neither the Da’wa party nor the State of Law Coalition are insisting on a figure from their own party to be 
elected as next Iraqi prime minister.   Jasim Bayati, a leading figure from Fatih Coalition, has also confirmed that 
Washington is now clearly and strongly supporting Abadi.  He claimed that the US special presidential envoy, 
Brett McGurk, is also visiting Iraq now to enhance Abadi’s second term.  Bayati claimed that Abadi’s recent 
position in supporting Washington’s sanction re-imposition on Iran has won him US backing. 
 
Iraq to ask for US Sanctions Exemption  
The Iraqi government said on Tuesday that it will request an exception from the United States on some 
provisions in recent US sanctions on Iran, given the Iraqi economy's dependence on trade with its Eastern 
neighbour.  “The government plans to ask Washington for a waiver. It’s going to happen soon,” said an official 
from the state-run Central Bank of Iraq to Reuters.  Iraq imports many goods from Iran, including food, 
agricultural products, home appliances, air conditioners, and spare car parts. In addition to trade ties, there are 
also energy contracts between the two Middle Eastern allies contributing to a volume of trade of $12 billion in 
2017.  US President Donald Trump recently re-imposed trade sanctions on Tehran after he pulled out the US 
from an international deal aimed at limiting Iran’s nuclear program.  Over the past few months, the US has 
repeatedly stressed that countries will face strict consequences if they violate the economic sanctions.  This puts 
Iraq in a challenging position since Baghdad relies on Iran to importing crucial goods, including a substantial 
percentage of its food supplies, while at the same time relying on Washington for security assistance and 
training.  Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi previously stated that his country would respect the sanctions, but 
then retracted the remarks, stating his comments were misunderstood, claiming, “I did not say we abide by the 
sanctions; I said we abide by not using dollars in transactions. We have no other choice.”  Such comments likely 
demonstrate the tightrope that Iraqi politicians often walk between Tehran and Washington as well as internal 
pressure Abadi receives from major Iraqi Shia parties, including his own, that have close ties to Iran.  A 
delegation of Iraqi officials are expected to travel to Washington to ask for the exemption, officials told Reuters 
but did not offer further details about when the trip will take place.   
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Amidst this, Iran has announced that it will resume supplies of electricity to Iraq and other neighbouring 
countries, ten days earlier than it pledged to. Iran initially stopped supplying electricity to Iraq in July after Iraq 
reportedly refused to pay back loans given to the Government by the Iran and because of a substantial rise in 
energy consumption in Iran during summer. This exacerbated the electricity crisis that gripped the country and 
gave further fuel to protests in southern Iraq. Deputy Energy Minister, Mahmoudreza Haghifam, confirmed this, 
saying that Iran will be exporting 200 to 250 megawatts of electricity to Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan. While this 
is considerably less than the amount Iran previously supplied to Iraq (approximately 1500 megawatts), it will go a 
long way to aiding the government’s ability to alleviate the shortage, and officials hope that this will increase over 
time. 

Security 
 
IS leader issues defiant message despite setbacks 
Islamic State has issued a new audio message by its leader Abu-Bakr al-Baghdadi, the first since September 
2017, in which he called on Muslims to wage jihad and carry out attacks in Europe and the US.  In the recording, 
the IS leader was defiant despite the major territorial setbacks his group has suffered in its heartland of Iraq and 
Syria.  It is not clear when the 54-minute audio was recorded. However, references to latest developments in 
Syria and to an ongoing spat between Turkey and the US over a detained American pastor suggest that it may 
have been recorded recently.  He also mentions the Muslim festival of Eid al-Adha, which started on 21 August, 
further indicating that the message is likely recent.  The message entitled "But give glad tidings to those who are 
patient" was released on 22 August via IS's channels on the Telegram messaging app.  The jihadist leader's 
speech quoted several verses from the Koran as well as Prophet Muhammad's words about the importance of 
jihad and being patient in order to achieve final victory.  In the initial part of his speech, al-Baghdadi downplayed 
the group's recent setbacks and urged the group's rank and file to remain steadfast in battle.  He insisted that 
victory or defeat of the mujahedeen was not tied to the loss of territory, an argument repeatedly made by IS 
following its defeat in Raqqa and elsewhere.  Al-Baghdadi said IS militants remained firm against their enemies 
and argued that losses were an act of God aimed at testing the believers' resolve.  He urged his men to continue 
jihad in order to achieve "divine glory" even when their enemies outnumbered and outgunned them. 
 
Al-Baghdadi was defiant, saying "mujahideen are determined to wage jihad and not to surrender".  He went on to 
threaten the US, warning that the group has "prepared for you something that will make you forget the situations 
in Iraq and Khorasan (Afghanistan)".  He said "the flames of jihad have not burned out and they will never do 
so".  Al-Baghdadi also spoke about US's "declining influence" in the world.  Elsewhere, the IS leader urged IS 
supporters in the west and other non-Muslim countries to carry out lone actor attacks on enemy soil, echoing 
previous calls by the group's late spokesman Abu Muhammad al-Adnani. Al-Baghdadi's message also included 
strong rhetoric against Saudi Arabia and other "apostate Arab regimes".  He made scathing criticism of reforms 
introduced recently by Saudi Arabia.  He told Saudis that their government was trying to "westernise and 
secularise in a systematic campaign to lead you to apostasy and destroy" the Sunni creed, he said.   He also 
criticised clerics who support the kingdom's rulers.  Al-Baghdadi also mentioned Jordan in his message, mocking 
protests against the government for bread instead of Sharia.  
 
Iraqi PM cancels Shia militias' decision to move units 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has annulled earlier decision by the Shia-dominated Popular Mobilisation 
Forces (PMF) to move their militias from areas recaptured from Islamic State (IS) militants.  According to an 
official document published on August 23 by the website of Beirut-based Al-Sumaria TV, Abadi issued his orders 
for the PMF "to acquire the approval of the prime minister, the supreme commander of the armed forces, before 
moving or launching any militia formations".  He also urged the Shia militias "to abide by laws and regulations 
that prevent the politicising of the PMF". On August, 12 the PMF's official website denied that its units have 
withdrawn from Nineveh Province, which was an IS stronghold for three years, saying that it was "a 
redeployment of forces in coordination with the Joint Operations Command".   
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Nineveh Arab tribes lobby for Peshmerga return to their region 
Arab tribes in Nineveh province want Kurdish Peshmerga forces to return to and patrol their region due to a rise 
in “terrorist activities” and the local population's past experience with stability under Kurdish security, according 
to Sheikh Muzahim al-Huweit, the spokesperson for Nineveh’s Arab tribes. "Following the entry of American 
forces into Iraq in 2003, these areas came under the control of Peshmerga, and it enjoyed security and stability 
unlike many other areas in Iraq," al-Huweit, told press, saying that he understood that the Peshmerga had to 
withdraw from the area after intense clashes with Iraqi forces in October 2017. He added that they must now 
return. "Appeals have been made to the American side and the European Union concerning the disputed 
territories, and there is a consensus on the return of Peshmerga to them". Sheikh al-Huweit deems Article 140 of 
the Iraqi constitution expired and therefore most Arab tribes in the area prefer to join and become part of the 
Kurdistan Region. The spokesperson said that "terrorist activities" have increased in recent days and they 
believe the Kurdish Peshmerga are best suited to protect the area thanks to their familiarity with the topography 
and its people. "Peshmerga forces have long experience and familiarity with the nature of these areas. The 
residents also ask for their return," al-Huweit added. Sheikh al-Huweit believes that "Baghdad will approve the 
return of Peshmerga to disputed territories, and the Kurdish forces will be alongside the Iraqi forces" 
 
Pan-Kurdish group blasts Iraq over Turkish airstrike 
The pan-Kurdish Kurdistan Communities Union (KCK) has called on the Iraqi Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) 
and the Iraqi government to provide explanations for a Turkish attack on Sinjar in which five members of local 
forces were killed. The August 15 attack targeted a convoy of the Sinjar Resistance Units (YBS) and killed what 
Turkish state-funded Anadolu News Agency described as "the PKK/KCK's senior figure" in Sinjar, Ismail Ozden, 
and four others.  The Turkish Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) is a key player in the KCK.  On August 16, PKK-
affiliated Roj News website published the KCK statement, which said: "It is suspected that a force close to the 
KDP or the Iraqi government coordinated to target Shangali."  "If they are not involved, they should officially 
condemn it and provide explanations," it added.  The statement said that it was worth noting that the attack took 
place directly after Iraqi PM Haider al-Abadi's visit to Ankara.  It also said that Shangali had met Iraqi officials 
before as a Yazidi representative.  The statement also said that the US, Kurdistan Democratic Party and 
Baghdad are responsible for the incident, noting that the jet had permission to cross Iraqi airspace: "Those who 
were unable to prevent the attack by the Islamic State on Sinjar cooperated with the Turkish state in this attack. 
If they don't want to participate in the Yazidi massacre, they should close Sinjar's airspace to the Turkish state."  
The statement called for Yazidis to express their discontent, "revolt" against this crime and join the YBS to 
realize the dreams of Shangali and jailed PKK leader Abdallah Ocalan about Sinjar.  In a separate report, Roj 
News said protests would be held in Erbil, Sulaymaniyah and Garmiyan on August 18 to condemn Turkey's 
attack on Sinjar. 
 
Iraqi Turkmen leader warns Kurds over disputed areas 
Iraqi Turkmen leader Arshad Salihi has warned the Kurdish leadership against reaching an agreement with 
winners of the Iraqi parliamentary elections on the disputed areas, saying that the Kurds should negotiate with 
Turkmens instead.  Salihi, who heads the largest Turkmen political entity in Iraq, the Turkmen Front, issued the 
warning at a news conference on August 22, according to NGO-funded Kirkuk Now website.  His comments 
come as negotiations continue between various allies in an effort to form the next Iraqi government.  Salihi said: 
"Our message to our brethren in the Kurdish parties is that the issue of the disputed areas, Kirkuk and Tuz 
Khurmatu, cannot be resolved through an agreement with a party that wants to form a government."  He went on 
to say: "If you want a solution, we have one. We decide what happens in Kirkuk, Tuz Khurmatu and other 
disputed areas."   

Economy 
 
Southern Iraq oil exports hit record high 
According to reports, oil exports from southern Iraq are on course to hit another record high this month. Southern 
Iraqi exports in the first 19 days of August averaged 3.7 million barrels per day (bpd), up 160,000 bpd from July’s 
3.54 million bpd. The increase suggests that Iraq is following through on an OPEC agreement reached in June to 
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raise oil production after nearly two years of production cuts. Iraq’s increasing production also comes as the 
country continues to face serious economic problems and a shortage of electricity. 
 
Iraq signs agreement with Turkey on electricity – Iran resumes supply 
The Iraqi government has signed an agreement with Turkey to import electricity and improve domestic 
transmission and production capacity in response to the country’s chronic electricity shortages, which contributed 
to large protests in southern cities earlier this summer.   The Iraqi Ministry of Electricity announced the 
agreement in a statement on August 20, saying the deal was reached on the sidelines of a visit of an Iraqi 
delegation to Turkey.  The agreement included three points, the statement read.  First, Turkish companies would 
help to increase the production capacity of natural gas-fuelled power stations. Second, electrical transmission 
towers would be built in cooperation with the General Company for Steel Industries.  Finally, Iraq will import 300 
megawatts of electricity from Turkey through Mosul before being transmitted elsewhere.  The ministry stressed 
that its efforts to increase the production of electricity in the country would continue.  The agreement came after 
hundreds of people took to the streets in Iraq’s southern cities last month in protest against shortage of electricity 
and other issues.   The total demand in the country stood at 23,000 MW in 2017, the Iraqi Ministry of Electricity 
said, and the current shortfall is at around 45 percent. 
 
Meanwhile, it was reported yesterday that Iran has resumed supplying electricity to Iraq, after shortages in Iraqi 
cities triggered a wave of unrest.  Deputy Energy Minister Mahmoudreza Haghifam said Tehran had restarted 
electricity export to Iraq and would further increase it, Tasnim news agency reported.  “Currently, we are 
exporting 200 to 250 megawatts of electricity to Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan,” he said.  Iran halted electricity 
supplies to its western neighbour in July partly due to unpaid bills but also because of a spike in demand over 
summer in Iran. The cut also led to accusations that Tehran was seeking to create unrest and strengthen its 
position in Iraq.  The lack of electricity was a key element that triggered protests last month when residents in the 
south vented their anger over the government's failure to provide adequate public services and jobs. The unrest 
spread across Basra and eventually reached the capital, Baghdad. 
 
Kuwait and Iraq to develop cross border oilfields 
The Kuwaiti Oil Minister, Bakhit al-Rashidi, has said that Kuwait and Iraq will appoint consultants soon to study 
the development of shared oilfields in cross-border oilfields. Production from these cross-border oilfields has long 
been a source of tension between the two countries. In the build-up to Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990, 
Saddam’s regime accused Kuwait of drilling wells that belonged to Iraq. Kuwait, however, denied these 
accusations. According to the minister, the two countries are expected to agree before the end of the year on 
plans for the shared fields and also on supplying Iraqi natural gas to Kuwait. A project to supply a Kuwaiti 
petrochemical project with gas from Iraq’s Rumaila field, near the border, is still awaiting final approval by the two 
countries despite Kuwait saying last year that a preliminary deal had been reached on the fuel price. The exports 
will help pay off Baghdad’s war reparations to Kuwait, which amounts to $4.6 billion. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
In the Kurdish region, at least seven PKK militants were "neutralized" in southeast Turkey and northern Iraq on 
August 18 according to the Turkish General Staff.  In a Tweet, the Turkish military said the militants were killed in 
Turkey’s Hakkari province and northern Iraq's Hakurk, Zap and Gara areas.  On August 22, Turkish fighter jets 
also bombarded multiple suspected PKK positions in the Mount Bradost area of Soran sub-district, 150 km north 
east of Erbil. The jets bombarded the villages of Shakiw, Mala Mala, Robi Rola, Grda Shwan, Khwakurk, Gali 
Rash and Gali Khwakurk.  Meanwhile, press reporting yesterday stated that a joint checkpoint of the Peshmerga 
forces, Iraqi federal police and Kirkuk police will be established near Pirde south of Erbil, federal police said on 
August 17. Iraqi Federal Police said in a statement that the construction of a temporary steel bridge connecting 
the Erbil and Kirkuk provinces has been started for 10 days. The bridge is expected to be opened on August 19 
with the attendance of several Iraqi and Kurdish officials, the statement read.  The reconstruction of the concrete 
bridge will take eight months and will cost nearly one billion Iraqi dinars (nearly $840,000 USD), according to the 
statement.  
 
In Nineveh province this week, the border protection force reportedly killed three IS militants in an attempted 
infiltration into Ba’aj district from across the border in Syria.  In addition, on August 16, unidentified gunmen 
reportedly shot and killed the Mukhtar of al-Yarmouk neighbourhood in western Mosul.  The Iraqi government 
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also announced the return of 347 displaced Iraqis from Syria to Mosul, according to the Ministry of Migration and 
Displaced said. "The teams of the ministry have aided the return of 347 displaced Iraqis, a total of 74 families, 
from Al-Hawl camp in Syria" according to statement.  "The displaced returned by buses provided by the ministry 
through al-Faw crossing border in the Sinjar neighbourhood," the ministry said, adding that they were moved to 
Al-Jada'a camp, south of Mosul.  Meanwhile, an IS sleeper cell comprising several members, responsible for 
logistics, was dismantled in an operation in eastern Mosul and three members of the PMF 30th Brigade (a Shia 
Turkmen militia group), were wounded when a stationary IED-laden motorcycle detonated near the television 
station in the Gogjali area in eastern Mosul.  Troops of the 72nd Bde, 15th IA infantry division foiled a terrorist 
attack in the Uwaynat village of Rabia sub-district when two IS militants on a motorcycle wearing explosives-
rigged vests attempted to detonate themselves near a group of people from the Shmmari tribe who had gathered 
to celebrate the festival of sacrifice - Eid al-Adha.  ISF shot and killed one and chased the other who managed to 
detonated his device without causing casualties  Finally, the Commander of the PMF 2nd Battalion (Badr), 5th 
Bde named as Abdullah Hussein, was reportedly killed and several others were wounded during an exchange of 
gunfire with IS militants in al-Zuhour neighbourhood in eastern Mosul.   
 
In Kirkuk province over the reporting period, several gunmen in military uniform reportedly abducted four local 
workers from a petrol station in southern Kirkuk city including two Sudanese nationals who were subsequently 
released by the captors.  Two remain in captivity. (NFDK).  Several IS militants reportedly destroyed the private 
residence of the chairman of Riyadh local council in the village of Zaidan, using explosive devices.  The house 
was empty at the time and no casualties were reported.  A high-voltage electric transmission line that extends 
between Dibis and areas in western Kirkuk province was also subjected to a sabotage act on August 20.  
Several IEDs planted by IS militants exploded targeting tower number 85 near the village of Qara Tepe, causing 
material damage.  One additional explosive device subsequently detonated against federal police elements after 
they arrived to investigate the incident in what appeared to be a ‘come-on’ attack.   IS also claimed the targeting 
of an oil tank truck, allegedly belonging to the government,  The group said in a "breaking news" report by its 
news outlet Amaq on August 19 that IS militants destroyed the truck with an IED near Daquq town.    
 
In Salah-al-Din province, it was reported that the PMF had begun to withdraw from the Sunni-majority oil refinery 
town of Baiji.  A security source from Salah-al-Din’s Provincial Operation Command stated that "Brigades of 
Hashd Shaabi began the withdrawal from areas in the west of Baiji, and also from the nearby oil refinery 
complex and al-Fat'ha area".  The withdrawal apparently came after a meeting between the command, the 
Hashd Shaabi and the paramilitary Sunni tribal brigades, the source said on condition of anonymity.  The Sunni 
tribal brigades will temporarily replace the Hashd Shaabi until Iraqi Army forces are deployed in the area, he 
added.  Separately, a security source revealed that a multi-ethnic force, battalion-sized, and attached to the 
MOI-Rapid Response Division, will be formed in the upcoming days in Tuz Khurmatu.   
 
In Salah-al-Din province, five paramilitary Sunni tribal fighters and a journalist were killed on August 21 in a 
suicide attack targeting their base.  A suicide bomber detonated his explosive belt at an outpost manned by anti-
IS fighters at a village near the city of Shirqat, some 280 km north of the Iraqi capital Baghdad.  Up to 30 
paramilitary fighters were wounded by the blast, including Adnan al-Ghannam, a former member of 
parliament.  Some of the wounded are reported to be in a critical condition.  Separately, one ISF member was 
reportedly killed and three others wounded in an IS attack on Bir Ahmed village in the Tuz Khurmatu district. 
Meanwhile, seven IS militants were killed on August 23 in airstrikes targeting their positions at a rugged area in 
Iraq's central province of Salah-al-Din, a provincial police source said.  The Iraqi aircraft carried out airstrikes on 
the IS hotbed of Mteibijah, a rugged area in the eastern part of the province, killing seven IS militants and 
destroying two of their hideouts, two tunnels and two motorcycles.  The Iraqi security forces have repeatedly 
tried to retake control of Mteibijah, but the vast rugged land and mountains have made it difficult for them to 
dislodge the extremist militants from the region.  Finally, a woman was wounded after three mortar shells were 
fired from the Tuz Khurmatu-Baghdad road towards the Askari and Imam Ahmedi neighbourhoods in Tuz 
Khurmatu at 07:25 a.m. on August 23.  The PUK official accused the Turkmen Hashd in Tuz Khurmatu of firing 
the mortar rounds with the Shiite Turkmen group blaming the Kurdish parties.  In addition, an alleged U.S. drone 
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strike killed nine IS militants and destroyed two motorcycles near the village of Meydan in western Tuz Khurmatu 
district.   
 
Finally, in Diyala province, two civilians were reported to have been killed when unidentified gunmen opened fire 
on their vehicle as they drove through the village of Barawana al-Kabira situated on the outskirts of Muqdadiyah, 
40 km north east of Baqubah.  In addition, a civilian was wounded by a roadside IED in the village of Sheik Baba 
in Jalawla sub-district, north east of Baqubah, and another ISF member was also injured when a second 
roadside IED exploded against a security patrol after they arrived to investigate the incident.  A third device was 
subsequently found and cleared.  Finally, the PMF 110th Brigade implemented a night time search and clear 
operation in the areas north-east of Baquba according to press reports.  The Commander of the 110th Bde stated 
that PMF elements conducted the operation in Tal Bardan near Lake Hamrin, northeast of Baquba in order to 
negate IS operations in the region.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 
In Anbar province this week, the deputy PMF commander of the western axis, Saadi Nasir stated that several IS 
gatherings near the Syrian border were targeted by artillery shelling on August 18.  An IS sleeper cell composed 
of three militants was also arrested in an operation in Fallujah; they were reportedly planning to stage terrorist 
attacks against ISF and civilians in Anbar province and an American special operations helicopter crashed early 
on the morning of August 20 according to press reports, injuring several U.S. service members on board.  It is 
unclear why the MH-60 Blackhawk went down, but U.S. military sources said the helicopter was returning to 
base after conducting a small-scale raid in an undisclosed region. One official told press on condition of 
anonymity that the crash was likely a mechanical malfunction, adding that there was no enemy ground fire when 
the aircraft went down. Ten U.S. military personnel were on board the aircraft from the US 160th Special 
Operations Aviation Regiment, known as the Night Stalkers. An official stated that several members had to be 
medically evacuated to Baghdad although two crew were classified as "continuing mission" meaning they had 
either no or light injuries.  Finally, the Deputy commander of the Anbar highway police battalion was killed and 
two of his bodyguards were wounded by an IED planted on Route Mobile in the 120 Kilo region and three IA 
soldiers were wounded when a roadside IED targeted their patrol in the district of Hit.   A source said in a brief 
statement to Al-Gharab Press that "an explosive device was placed on the side of the road in the neighbourhood 
Bakr in the city of Hit, which exploded when an army patrol was passing”.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 
 

 

 

 
A slight uptick in low-yield IED attacks was noted this week.  An IED placed inside a Kia minibus in Turath 
neighbourhood, West Rashid District on August 21 left three people wounded including a child. In a second 
similar incident also on August 21, two civilians were wounded by an IED placed inside another Kia minibus in 
the Baladiyat area of New Baghdad district. A roadside IED in the al-Shurta al-Raba area of West Rashid district, 
south-western Baghdad, detonated leaving two civilians wounded and a sound bomb IED exploded outside a 
local café in Saba Qusoor in Shaab area in north-eastern Baghdad, without causing casualties.  ISF exchanged 
gunfire with three gunmen as they attempted to open fire on a civilian house in Hay Urr area in Shaab, 
Adhamiyah district due to an alleged outstanding tribal dispute.  All the assailants were subsequently arrested.  
A quiet period in the wider Baghdad province area this week with the main security incident being a close-
quarter shooting by gunmen carrying suppressed weapons in Jisr Diyala, southeast of Baghdad which resulted 
in the death of a civilian. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
In the southern provinces this week demonstration activity has been a constant albeit at lower levels than of late.   
In an unusual event in Wasit province, local activists demonstrated in front of the provincial council building in 
Kut, demanding better services and the prosecution of corrupt government officials and in Diwaniyah province, 
civilians demonstrated in central Hamza al-Sharqi, south of Diwaniyah, demanding better local services. In 
Muthanna province, on August 20, hundreds of civilians held a rally in central Samawah city centre, over 
unemployment and lack of services.  During these demonstrations an altercation reportedly took place between 
members of the al-Jeyash and al-Dawalim tribes as they joined a sit-in staged at the celebrations yard in 
Samawah.  An anti-corruption campaigner, and also a member of the Saeroon alliance Bassim Khishan, was 
reportedly beaten during the fight.  Najaf also so protest action with dozens of civilians demonstrating near the 
Thawrat al-Eshrin bridge in central Najaf, demanding better services and jobs.  Protestors reportedly threatened 
a sit-in if their demands are not met.  
 
North western Babel province continues to be restive with low-level Sunni extremist attacks evident against 
security forces.  On 19 August, four PMF members were wounded in an IED strike against their vehicle in the al-
Buhairat region of Iskandariyah sub-district, north of Hillah. 
 
Meanwhile in Karbala, the commander of al-Abbas Combat Division (Firqat al-Abbas al-Qitaliyah – and the main 
Sistani-loyalist PMF formation) Maithem al-Zeydi said that an explosion that took place inside an ammunition 
storage depot near Lake Razzazah in western Karbala province on August 18 was the result of an ‘outside 
factor’ and that an investigation had been launched.  Al-Zeydi said that despite press reporting to the contrary, 
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there had been no casualties.  Al-Zeydi also said that two unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) were spotted by the 
base's air defence system, although he did not elaborate.   
 
In Dhi Qar, several armed men shot and killed an elder from the Al-Ibrahim tribe, Rashed Jawad Bahloul, in 
Sayed Dakhil district, along with one of his cousins - the incident is thought to be related to an outstanding tribal 
dispute. ISF have implemented heightened security measures in Sayed Dakhil after the killing in anticipation of 
further violence.   
 
In Karbala, the security committee in Karbala announced the preparation of a special security plan for the day of 
Arafa and Eid al-Adha, expected to be attended by more than four million visitors from inside and outside Iraq 
between 21 and 26 August.  A statement issued said the Ministries of Defence and Interior and the rest of the 
security services and PMF will provide teams for the protection of the two holy sites in Karbala.   
 
In Basra, civilians once again demonstrated in front of the provincial council building in Basra on August 21, 
demanding jobs, better services and the prosecution of corrupt officials.  The protest was again organised by the 
‘Basra Demonstration Committee’ and as such was better well attended than of late At its height 300-350 people 
attended and although vocal were peaceful, the event finishing at 2025hrs. Dozens of civilians also 
demonstrated in the Dour al-Shurta neighbourhood in central Basra city, over the lack of local services.  
Approximately 80 people also gathered outside the al-Huwair municipality office on the night of August 17 and 
then left after an hour.  Dozens of relatives of fallen PMF members also launched a protest rally in Basra city on 
August 20, rejecting the opening of the Saudi Arabian consulate at the Basra international hotel.  Approximately 
150 people demonstrated in front of the health directorate building in al-Abbasiyah area of Basra city, demanding 
provision of drinking water.  It was also reported that approximately 70 protesters gathered at ERT-5, north of 
WQ1 on August 21, and set fire to tyres before dispersing and leaving 15 protesters in place with their tent. 
Movement restrictions remain in place north of DS-8. During the afternoon, the tent was removed and protesters 
left after an agreement was reached between the sit-in committee and the negotiating committee to implement 
the demands made. The protesters threatened to return if the promises remained unfulfilled. 
 
Meanwhile, two persons were reportedly wounded in tribal clashes that erupted in Hay Tariq of Basra city and 
three men armed with assault rifles and driving two vehicles shot and killed a 22-year-old man in Abu al-Khasib, 
south of Basra due to a tribal dispute and an IED detonated against a civilian vehicle in northern Basra but there 
were no casualties reported. According to police, the incident was related to an old tribal feud.  In addition, 
during the late morning on August 21, unidentified men threw an IED in a small metal box weighing around 150 
grams at the Kuwait Energy Basra Office on Sa’adi Street, causing minor property damage but no casualties and 
an eleven-year-old boy was killed in a landmine explosion in Safwan, highlighting the continued threat from UXO 
in the province.   
 
Finally, Basra’s Health Department announced that more than 70% of Basra districts receive un-purified drinking 
water. According to Jawad Abdul-Abbas, a member of the Basra Provincial Council said that drinking water is 
being transported to citizens in the province in sewage tanks, which risks further poisoning the water. This shows 
that the water crisis in the country still poses a serious problem, particularly in Basra, where large-scale protests 
across the country began. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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