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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

 Protest activity remains the central theme of reporting from southern Iraq, with demonstrations in relation to 
basic service provision and employment in their second month.  Extra care is advised when travelling to 
locations affected by large-scale demonstrations in August.  The Iraqi Security Forces remain on alert as the 
protests continue.   
 

 IDF attacks on the International Zone, Baghdad and the US consulate near Basra International Airport 
suggests heightened intent to target US interests in the country. While no group has claimed responsibility for 
the attacks, it is likely that Iranian-backed elements are behind these incidents in an effort to harass and 
intimidate for political purposes. As such, the outlook for further attacks targeting US interests is assessed as 
increased in the coming weeks.  

 
 The fall-out of the May 12 parliamentary elections remains the focus of political reporting.  The manual 

recount of votes is now complete, with the government formation process to start officially in the coming 
weeks.  Political negotiations over the government composition are likely to be complicated by the current 
protest activity in southern Iraq, with the PM Haider al-Abadi’s security leadership and popularity tested by 
violent demonstrations. 
 

 Controversial results of the parliamentary elections and the ongoing disputes resulting from the Kurdish 
independence referendum mean that the general threat from political instability in northern Iraq could 
manifest itself to varying degrees of unrest and violence at the local level.  On July 01, a suicide VBIED 
targeted a warehouse housing ballot boxes in Kirkuk; one security element was killed and 20 others were 
injured.  On July 18, multiple explosive devices detonated in the city centre reportedly injuring at least a 
dozen civilians.  Increased security is expected to be seen in Erbil, following the attack on the Governor’s 
Office on July 23.    

Medium to long term outlook  
 
 A protracted period of coalition building is now expected after the final results of the elections.  A period of 

transition will follow in which bureaucracy will increase as incumbents and policy changes.  
 

 The new government composition will have a significant impact on the security environment in northern Iraq.  
In the absence of a concerted effort to engage the disenfranchised Sunni population of the country, these 
areas will remain at risk of sectarian violence from radical Sunni elements, especially in Nineveh, Salah al-Din 
and western Kirkuk. 

 
 Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 
the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, 
and along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
 Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 
expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Mortar Rounds target IZ in Baghdad and Basra International Airport  
Several IDF impacts were reported in Baghdad’s International Zone on 07 and 08 September, both apparently 
targeting the US embassy but impacting without casualties. At least three rounds were fired on 07 September 
followed by a single impact in the early hours of 08 September with no group claiming responsibility. The attacks 
appear to have originated from Shia-dominated areas in eastern Baghdad which in addition to the targeting of 
the US embassy suggests that Iranian-backed, hard-line groups were behind the incidents. Meanwhile, at least 
three rounds of IDF impacted in the vicinity of Basra International Airport on 08 September, likely targeting the 
US consulate which is located near the airport. The rockets failed to strike their intended targets and impacted 
without casualties.  

State of emergency and curfew declared in Basra 
On 07 September, ISF announced the imposition of a city-wide curfew in Basra where violent protests and social 
unrest continued this week. At least three people were reportedly killed and over 40 injured overnight on 06/07 
September as protesters clashed with ISF in Basra City. Once again the night’s activities appear to have been 
initiated by SWAT members at the Basra Governate complex firing tear gas at protesters causing a variety of 
reactions, among which was the systematic targeting and burning of political party offices and militia HQs 
throughout the city beginning with the Basra Governate, Basra Provincial Council and the Governor’s rest house 
on the Corniche.  

Iraqi parliament convenes after May election – fails to elect Speaker 
The newly elected Iraqi Parliament reconvened for its first session nearly four months after the general election 
took place. The Parliamentary session was chaired by Mohammed al-Zinni, the oldest Member of Parliament 
(MP), who acted as the interim speaker of parliament, as per the constitution.   As parliament could not resolve 
the issue of which parties had the largest political bloc, a number of MPs (most notably those from the Fatah and 
State of Law Coalitions) left the parliamentary session, thus breaking the quorum. As a result, Mohammed al-
Zinni resorted to appealing to the Supreme Court to adjudicate and decide on which bloc could be adequately 
considered the largest bloc in parliament.  
 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 
Iraqi parliament convenes after May election – fails to elect Speaker 
The newly elected Iraqi Parliament reconvened for its first session nearly four months after the general election 
took place. The Parliamentary session was chaired by Mohammed al-Zinni, the oldest Member of Parliament 
(MP), who acted as the interim speaker of parliament, as per the constitution. According to the constitution, the 
first session of parliament must elect a speaker of parliament along with two deputies. The parliamentary session 
began with a speech by the current President of Iraq, Fuad Masum, where he highlighted the need to rebuild the 
country, improve security and lift people out of poverty. This was followed by a speech from the incumbent Prime 
Minister, Haider al-Abadi.  In a subtle criticism of the former administration, led by political rival, Nouri al-Maliki, 
he compared the country’s situation now to the situation inherited by his government in 2014. Abadi said that the 
new government would inherit a “strong and united Iraq that had gained its place in the region”, as opposed to 
the country he inherited, which he says was isolated internationally and regionally because of the emergence of 
the Islamic State (IS).  
 
A day before the parliamentary session was set to convene, two separate alliances announced the formation of 
the largest bloc in the Iraqi Parliament. The first announcement came from the Sairoun-Hikma-Nasr alliance, 
which claimed it had formed a bloc consisting of 177 MPs. The coalition was named the ‘Reform and 
Construction’ bloc. A number of new figures and parties appeared to have been included in the bloc, most 
notably Osama al-Nujaifi (Speaker of the house prior to Al-Jabouri). His decision to join this coalition, led 
principally by Abadi, is thought to be part of his ambitions to secure the post of Speaker of Parliament once 
again. After reports suggested that the current Governor of Anbar, Mohammed al-Halbusi, was the favourite to 
assume the role as the country’s Speaker of Parliament, Nujaifi unexpectedly announced that he is interested in 
putting his name forward for the post.  
 
According to reports, Nujaifi believed that he had a better chance of securing support in the Reform and 
Construction bloc than remaining with the rest of the National Axis bloc. This essentially means that the National 
Axis has already experienced a significant schism, just a few weeks after it was formed. According to the final 
list, the Reform and Construction bloc was comprised of an alliance that included 42 MPs from the Nasr 
Coalition, 54 MPs from the Sairoun Alliance, 19 MPs from the Hikma Movement, 21 MPs from the Wataniya 
Coalition and 14 MPs from Nujaifi’s coalition, as well as a number of other smaller parties and independents. 
However, upon a closer examination of the list, it is clear that the numbers may not be accurate. Given the high 
profile split within the Nasr Coalition, led by former National Security Advisor, Falih al-Fayyadh, it is unlikely that 
Abadi commands the loyalty of all 42 MPs. This is the same with the Wataniya Coalition, which experienced a 
similar split following the formation of the National Axis. Therefore, the claim that the newly formed bloc 
commands the complete loyalty of more than 177 MPs is highly dubious.  
 
This raises the question of whether individual MPs have the autonomy to defy the stance of parties that they ran 
with ahead of the elections or whether these MPs are bound by their party. Proponents of the latter would argue 
that an MP switching allegiances at his whim undermines the notion of party politics and renders the elections 
effectively pointless. However, given the fluid nature of Iraqi politics as well as the lack of available mechanisms 
to regulate the actions of MPs, it may be difficult for parties to bind parliamentarians to their party, indefinitely.  
 
Meanwhile, the State of Law and Fatah Coalitions challenged the Sadr-Abadi alliance’s claims that they had 
formed the largest bloc by announcing the formation of their bloc, which they claim consists of approximately 145 
MPs, which is 20 MPs short of a majority. The bloc, which was named the ‘Construction’ bloc, was comprised of 
a number of splinter groups from the Nasr Coalition, as well as other established blocs such as the National Axis, 
the Irada party, led by Hannan al-Fatlawi, as well as a number of other smaller parties and coalitions. According 
to the list released by the bloc, up to 21 MPs have split from Abadi’s Nasr Coalition to join the bloc. The extent of 
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the split within the Nasr Coalition is still not clear due to the amount of contradictory reports circulating in the 
media. 
 
It is important to note that the Kurdish blocs have not yet sided with any particular camp as yet. Observers say 
that the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) are still holding out for 
more concessions from the main political factions before siding with a particular camp. However, if these camps 
are able to form a majority without the Kurdish blocs, then the Kurds could be excluded from government, which 
would further isolate them in Baghdad and diminish their influence.  
 
Amidst these reports, the parliamentary session convened with a quorum, with reports suggesting that over 320 
MPs were sworn in for the first session of parliament. Despite this, MPs did not fulfil the condition set about by 
the constitution, which entailed electing a Speaker of Parliament as the session was eventually adjourned for 
1100hrs on September 04 due to a number of political disagreements and differences that were yet to be settled. 
The first of these disagreements came with regards to the post of Speaker of Parliament, which is usually 
reserved for a Sunni MP and is elected after the various political blocs agree on a candidate to be nominated. 
However, this was not possible, as the Sunni blocs could not agree on a candidate to nominate. The MPs that 
are reportedly competing for the post include Nujaifi, Halbusi, Ahmed al-Jabouri, Talal al-Zawba’i, Rasheed al-
Azawi and Mohammed Tamim.  
 
However, beyond this, the main disagreement that emerged from the first session of parliament, and which 
eventually led to the session being adjourned, was the question of which bloc could rightly be considered the 
“largest bloc in parliament”. As parliament could not resolve this issue, a number of MPs (most notably those 
from the Fatah and State of Law Coalitions) left the parliamentary session, thus breaking the quorum. As a 
result, Mohammed al-Zinni resorted to appealing to the Supreme Court to adjudicate and decide on which bloc 
could be adequately considered the largest bloc in parliament. As a result, the parliamentary session was 
adjourned under the pretext of seeking a legal intervention into the issue. This will undoubtedly delay the entire 
government formation process further as it appears that the major parties are unwilling to proceed with the 
process until a decision is made regarding the largest bloc in parliament. 
 
US pressuring Kurdish parties on Baghdad alliance - report 
The US has warned the two ruling parties in the Kurdistan Region against joining any alliance supported by Iran 
and pressured them to join the alliance led by PM Haider Al-Abadi and his allies, opposition Change Movement 
(Gorran) website KNN claimed in a report on September 05.  The report also claimed that Iran is exerting 
pressure on the parties concerning its choices in Baghdad. KNN said that it had learned from "a special source" 
that the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) "cannot join any front 
owing to pressure from the US and Iran". The report added that on September 03, US Special Presidential 
Envoy to the Coalition Against the Islamic State (IS) Brett McGurk delivered the latest message from the US to 
the KDP and PUK "warning against joining the Iranian front".  This is presumably a reference to the alliance led 
by the State of Law and Conquest leaders, Nouri Al-Maliki and Hadi Al-Amiri respectively.  The report added that 
the US has "intensified pressure" on the two parties to join the front led by Abadi that comprises his Nasir 
alliance and Moqtada Al-Sadr's Saeroun.  The report claimed that a recent phone call between US Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo and KDP leader Massoud Barzani fell "within that framework".  McGurk also warned the 
parties that US assistance to the Kurdistan Region "is bound to the formation of the new Iraqi government" and 
that if the Kurds choose not to heed the US request "Washington will review its relationship with the Kurdistan 
Region", the report said.  The US has not offered any promises concerning Kurdish demands, the report said, 
adding that McGurk sent a clear message and said he needed no further meetings on the matter. 
  
Iran also sent a delegation, led by Ambassador to Iraq Iraj Masjidi, to Baghdad, which asked the Kurdish parties 
not to join alliances hostile to Tehran, the report said.  "Iran has mounted serious pressure on the two parties, 
which might be related to the trade exchange and border security of the country," the report concluded.  The 
Abadi-led alliance claims that it is the largest parliamentary bloc with 185 seats, while the Maliki -Amiri alliance 
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claims that it is the largest parliamentary bloc as it has the signatures of 150 MPs.  The current deadlock relates 
to whether the signatures of each MP are required in order to confirm the number of seats held by an alliance or 
whether the signatures of the heads of bloc of an alliance suffice.  There has been no response to KNN's claim 
in observed sources. 
 
Rival Iraqi Shia-led blocs vie for Kurdish seats in majority race 
Leaders from the two rival Shia-dominated blocs appear to be courting the Kurdish vote as both blocs continue 
to compete to form the majority in Iraq’s parliament.  Former premier Nouri al-Maliki, who heads the Binaa’ 
(Building) bloc alongside former paramilitary chief Hadi al-Ameri, said the Kurds had only set out one condition to 
join their bloc, namely resolving their issues on “constitutional bases”, the Kurdish news website Rudaw 
reported.  Maliki added that the Kurds have thus far chosen to remain “impartial” in the current competition for 
the parliamentary majority, saying “they do not want to be part right now in the issue that we facing”.  However, 
he predicted that the key Kurdish players will change their stance and align with the majority bloc once it is 
announced.  Rudaw also reported that former vice president Ayad Allawi called for an urgent meeting between 
the two rival blocs and the Kurdish parties, to reach a solution in the current deadlock as both blocs claim to 
have the majority of seats.  Allawi, who is part of the Al-Islaah Wal-I’maar (Reform and Reconstruction) bloc led 
by Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr and current Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi, called for an agreement “that is 
removed from names, positions and titles”.   
 
Kurds arrive in Baghdad to discuss new Iraqi government 
A joint delegation from the main two parties governing Iraq's autonomous Kurdistan Region arrived in Baghdad 
on 01 September to hold talks with various parties to determine which Iraqi alliance should the Kurds back to 
form a new central government. The joint delegation was made up of politburo members of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party [KDP] and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan [PUK] and held meetings with President Massoum 
and several Iraqi parties to discuss government formations. The PUK’s Kurdsat News TV in a report on the same 
day said that “the main Kurdish demands to join an Iraqi alliance to form the new government include the 
implementation of Article 140 of the constitution, the return of the [Kurdish] Peshmerga forces to the disputed 
areas and the payment of Kurdistan Region’s 17 per cent share of the [national] budget”.   
 
Former Prime Minister Maliki says not to run again for premier post 
Iraqi Vice President and former Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki has said that he will not run again for the post of 
prime minister in the new government.  "I was serious when I announced four years ago that I would not run 
again for the post of prime minister. I am still committed to my attitude and I will not change it," the privately-
owned Al-Sumaria News website quoted a statement by Maliki as saying on September 02.  Maliki stressed, in 
his statement, that he will stand by any person who assumes this top post to help him improve the situation in 
Iraq and achieve national goals, according to the Beirut-based website.  

Security 
 
Mortar rounds impact International Zone and Basra International Airport 
 
Several IDF impacts were reported in Baghdad’s International Zone on 07 and 08 September, both apparently 
targeting the US embassy but impacting without casualties. At least three rounds were fired on 07 September 
followed by a single impact in the early hours of 08 September with no group claiming responsibility. The attacks 
appear to have originated from Shia-dominated areas in eastern Baghdad, including New Baghdad and Sadr 
City, which in addition to the targeting of the US embassy suggests that Iranian-backed, hard-line groups were 
behind the incidents. The Zayuna area is believed to be controlled by Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq (AAH), an Iranian 
backed Shi'a paramilitary group which is a constituent part of the government backed Popular Mobilisation Units 
(PMU). The attack appears to have been specifically targeted at the US embassy compound and comes after 
several Shia paramilitary and political groups have issued statements via the media warning against US 
‘interference’ in the current Iraqi government formation process. Within this context, the IDF should be seen as a 
‘statement attack’ rather than an indication of a concerted attempt to cause fatalities. The last reported IDF 
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attack against the IZ occurred on 14 September 2017 and prior to that February 11, which followed protests in 
east Baghdad which resulted in several protestor fatalities. That attack was also fired from the New Baghdad 
area and was attributed to Shia paramilitary groups, and was again seen as a ‘statement attack’ in response to 
the protestor fatalities, rather than a deliberate effort to cause damage/fatalities. While further IDF against the IZ 
in the short term cannot be discounted, it is assessed as unlikely 
 
Meanwhile, at least three rounds of IDF impacted in the vicinity of Basra International Airport on 08 September, 
likely targeting the US consulate which is located near the airport. The rockets failed to strike their intended 
targets and impacted without casualties. Local airport officials were quoted by national and international media 
saying there was no disruption to airport traffic however inbound flights were temporarily kept in a holding pattern 
before landings resumed shortly thereafter. At least one Qatar Airways flight was also suspended until further 
notice but according to the Basra International Airport website all flights are scheduled as normal. No group has 
claimed responsibility for the attack which follows, and is likely related, to days of social unrest in Basra city (see 
below). Reports late on 07 September suggested several protesters were heading towards the US consulate 
amidst accusations from Iran-backed elements that the US has been interfering in local politics and instigated 
local unrest. Coupled with the IDF attacks in Baghdad, it is assessed that local, hard-line elements with links to 
Iran are most likely behind the incident. The outlook for further attacks against US interests in central and 
southern Iraq is accordingly assessed as increased.  
 
 
Unrest continues in Basra as ISF imposes curfew 
Overnight on September 06 / 07, as many as three people were killed and 45 wounded, including 11 ISF 
members, as protesters again clashed with ISF in Basra City. Once again the night’s activities appear to have 
been initiated by SWAT members at the Basra Governate complex firing tear gas at protesters causing a variety 
of reactions, among which was the systematic targeting and burning of political party offices and militia HQs 
throughout the city beginning with the Basra Governate, Basra Provincial Council and the Governor’s rest house 
on the Corniche.  West of Basra, minor scuffles were reported between ISF and protesters in Zubayr as the latter 
attempted to block the district council and mayor’s offices during the evening. Protesters continue to block the 
gates of Umm Qasr’s north port preventing trucks from entering or leaving. 
 
Latest reporting now states that Iraqi security officials have declared a state of emergency in Basra and have 
imposed a citywide curfew beginning at 21:00 (local time) on Friday, September 7, as the security situation in 
Basra deteriorates amid increasingly violent protests and clashes between protesters and militia groups. 
According to local reports, demonstrators were moving toward the US consulate as of 23:00 on Friday. Iran has 
also reportedly closed the Shalamjah border crossing on the Iran-Iraq border, and has called on Iranian citizens 
to leave the area. Further details, including the number of associated casualties, are still emerging. Basra 
Operations Command officials have not disclosed when the curfew will be lifted as of Friday evening but stated 
that anyone present in the street after the curfew will be arrested. Additional protests and violent clashes are 
likely in the coming hours and days. A heightened security presence is to be anticipated throughout the city in 
the near-term.    
 
Iraq president urges Basra protesters to show self-restraint 
Iraqi President Fuad Masum has urged Basra protesters to show self-restraint and avoid clashes with security 
forces.  In a statement published on his official website on September 05, Masum also called on security 
authorities to investigate the killing of "unarmed citizens" during the protests.  "We are exerting our utmost on all 
levels to undertake rapid and instant measures on the ground to solve the crisis and meet the legitimate 
demands of Basra's population," Masum said.  The president also urged the security forces to "protect citizens 
and ensure the protesters' right to peacefully express their demands".   
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UN releases August casualty figures for Iraq 
A total of 90 Iraqi civilians were killed and another 117 injured in acts of terrorism, violence and armed conflict in 
Iraq in August 2018, according to casualty figures recorded by the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq 
(UNAMI).  The figures include ordinary citizens and others considered civilian at the time of death or injury, such 
as police in non-combat functions, civil defence, personal security teams, facilities protection police and fire 
department personnel.  Of the overall figures recorded by UNAMI for the month of August, the number of 
civilians killed (not including police) was 82, while the number of injured (not including police) was 113.  Baghdad 
was the worst affected Governorate, with 77 civilian casualties (24 killed, 53 injured), followed by Nineveh (29 
killed and 10 injured) and Anbar (06 killed and 26 injured). Figures for Anbar were obtained by UNAMI from the 
Health Directorate in Anbar Governorate, and are updated until August 30, inclusive.  

Humanitarian 
 
Number of displace Iraqis drops 
The number of displaced Iraqis has dropped below two million for the first time in four years with some four 
million people returning to their homes. The International Organization for Migration (IOM) released its 
Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), concluding that 1,931,868 people still remain displaced, the lowest 
recorded figure since November 2014. According to the report, the province of Nineveh has seen the greatest 
number of returnees, with 1.49 million people returning since the liberation of Mosul last year.  1.27 million 
people have so far returned to Anbar province and nearly 553,000 people have returned to their homes in the 
province of Salah-al-Din. The remaining IDPs are concentrated in: Nineveh (602,000), Dohuk (349,000), Erbil 
(217,000), Salah-al-Din (169,000), Sulaymaniyah (151,000) and Kirkuk (124,000). 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 
In the Kurdish region, Turkish Armed Forces have continued to conduct strikes against PKK locations in northern 
Iraq, although operations appeared to have tailed of somewhat towards the end of the reporting period.  The 
Turkish General Command released footage of airstrikes on August 31 in the Zap region of northern Iraq.  The 
footage captured a strike on an explosive-laden vehicle parked on a road in the countryside.  Six terrorists 
around the vehicle were also “neutralized” during the airstrike. The Turkish air force also targeted PKK 
ammunition depots in the Zap and Kakurk regions.  In addition, Turkish army artillery assets shelled a number of 
villages in the Kurdistan region’s Bradost area on September 5, causing a major fire in the area.  The 
bombardment took place in the villages of Kawarti, Mount Del, Gali Khwakurk and Khalifan.   
 
Meanwhile, Iranian artillery bombarded the Kurdistan Region's Bradost areas in northern Erbil province on the 
morning of September 06 targeting Iranian Kurdish opposition groups, locals reported.  The fire missions, which 
were conducted at around 11:00 am and continued for half an hour, targeted the Kurdish fighters of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party of Iran (KDPI) in the mountainous areas of Barzbrin according to reports.  On July 
26, two fighters of the KDPI were killed in bombardments in the same region 
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Separately, it was also reported that Sulaymaniyah security forces announced that they had arrested a group of 
“terrorists” who belonged to the Islamic State militant group.  The Sulaymaniyah Assayish in a statement said 
“The detainees have confessed that they belong to Daesh and had plans to launch terrorist attacks and kidnap 
civilians in Sulaymaniyah”.  The terrorist group consisted of six men and a woman, all between 18 – 35 years 
old, the statement read.  The head of the group was reportedly detained in Sangaw after the arrest of the other 
members of the group in Garmyan, Sharazwr, and Sulaymaniyah itself.  The militants stated that they had 
recently undergone military training.  A number of protests were also recorded in the KR-I including, a number of 
veterinary graduates protesting over employment rights outside Sulaymaniyah Governorate building, before 
heading towards the office of Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) Prime Minister Qubad Talabani.  The 
Soran district, east of Erbil also saw protests over the lack of public services, with demonstrators blocking the 
main road between Soran and Bradost.   
 
A quieter reporting period in Nineveh this week, however, press reports indicated that the Iraqi government has 
now retaken control of the border between Sinjar and ‘Syrian Kurdistan’ in order to limit Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK) movements and business across the border.  “The PKK and its affiliated forces [in Sinjar] shall no longer 
move freely between the borders, and will not be able to collect taxes,” said Qasim Shasho, a Peshmerga 
commander in the region.  Hassan Ali, a member of Sinjar Mayoral Council, confirmed the report to BasNews.  
He also noted that after the blocking of the Khansore route which was used to trade goods between Sinjar and 
Syrian Kurdistan, the only option for people now is to import from Mosul.   
 
Meanwhile, clashes erupted on September 02 between the Iraqi Army and a Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) 
affiliate group in Shingal.  Skirmishes reportedly broke out after Iraqi forces asked the PKK-affiliated YBS to 
remove a checkpoint near a village in western Sinjar.  It was also stated that vehicles associated with the YBS 
which commute within the Iraqi army controlled areas have no registrations plates, and were also a source of 
tension.  An official told press that the clashes lasted for an hour, but no casualties were reported on either side.  
Separately, a security member of the pro-government Sunni tribal militia was killed and three others were 
wounded in an IED explosion in the village of Mahanna in Hammam al-Alil sub-district, south of Mosul.   
 
In Salah-al-Din, a joint force of IA and paramilitary tribal fighters clashed with a group of IS militants, who were 
moving in a rural area west of the city of Shirqat, some 280 km north of the Iraqi capital Baghdad.  The joint force 
reportedly shot dead Salih Karkaz, the leader of an IS cell known as the "Nahawand Battalion".  Five civilians 
were also killed and wounded in an IED attack in Salah-al-Din on September 02.  A security official stated “A 
bomb exploded while a cluster of farmers were collecting firewood in al-Fatha area, east of Baiji district - the 
explosion left three farmers dead and two others wounded”, adding that security forces sealed off the blast area. 
In addition, local media outlets reported that as many as five IS militants driving a pickup truck stormed the 
mosque of al-Rahman in the village of al-Haknah within the al-Aitha region of Shirqat district, Salah-al-Din 
province during evening prayers, killing one worshipper and wounding six others including a nine-year-old 
child.  Eye witnesses stated that the insurgents threatened the villagers with death if they did not help IS in the 
future, specifically with logistical support.  During the attack eyewitnesses stated that the terrorists used a truck-
mounted loudspeaker to broadcast religious words such as “Allah Akbar” and “Glory of Islam”.  Separately and 
finally, multiple mortar shells impacted in the villages of Albou Ta'mah and Hajjaj in Bayji district, resulting in 
seven civilians wounded.  
 
In Kirkuk, on August 30, The 6th Commando Brigade, Federal police force arrested two IS militants including a 
security figure named as Mohammed al-Hamdani (pseudonym Abu Akab) in two separate operations in the Zab 
and Riyadh regions of Hawijah district.   ISF EOD also disarmed an IED emplaced near a residential complex 
belonging to the North Gas Company in the Wasiti neighbourhood in central Kirkuk city, without incident.  
Meanwhile, a group of armed men attacked a public marketplace in Kirkuk overnight on September 01 / 02 with 
a number of reports saying that several civilians were killed.  According to a security source, the attack was 
carried out in Kirkuk’s southern neighbourhood of Nida.  The exact number of casualties has not yet been 
released however press sources confirmed “several injured” and damage to an alcohol shop.  Seven civilians 
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were also reportedly killed and one policeman was wounded when several IS militants stormed the village of 
Albu Shahir in Yaychi sub-district of Kirkuk district in the early hours of September 03 (NFDK) and an IED 
exploded outside the private residence of a Mukhtar in the Hay al-Askari of central Kirkuk city, leaving one 
person wounded.  Finally, several suspected IS militants reportedly blew up the private residence / guest house 
of the chairman of Riyadh local council in Hawijah, No casualties were reported.  It was also reported that PMF 
(Badr-aligned) units came under rocket attack in central Kirkuk just after midnight on September 06.  The 
building that the PMF were occupying had reportedly belonged to the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) 
representative’s office before the Iraqi army overran Kirkuk last October.      
 
In Diyala province, a civilian was reportedly killed when unidentified gunmen shot at his vehicle whilst transiting 
al-Kellal area situated on the outskirts of Mandali, and in a separate incident, unidentified gunmen shot and killed 
a taxi driver whilst he was transiting an agricultural road in al-Nida Basin, 45 km north east of Baqubah.  Two 
civilians were wounded by a roadside IED in the village of Islah situated on the outskirts of Jalawla sub-district of 
Khanaqin and an IED exploded in the vicinity of al-Zawr village near Jalawla, north east of Baqubah, without 
causing casualties.  Local sources reported that the device was targeted against livestock and could be related 
to a financial dispute. (NFDK).   In addition, two persons were killed in an IS attack on a security checkpoint in 
the village of Zuhra, north of Baqubah and a farmer was killed in an IED detonation inside his orchard in the 
village of Abu Karma, north of Abu Saida. Meanwhile, an Arab local resident of the village of Sheik Bawa in 
Jalawla sub-district was reported to have been abducted at a fake checkpoint set up by IS militants in military 
uniform.  The victim was reportedly shot to death later with an IS-affiliated website posting a photo of the 
execution 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 
In Anbar province, according to uncorroborated press reporting, three IS commanders were killed and one 
bomb-laden vehicle was destroyed in a security operation carried the Horran Valley, 90 km west of Ramadi.  
Also in Ramadi, ISF reported that they had dismantled an IS sleeper cell comprising eight militants in Ramadi 
district.  The cell was reportedly planning to carry out terrorist activities against civilians and targeting security 
forces in the areas of Albu Jbeir, Safiriyah, Qutniyah and Zinkoura in Ramadi. In addition, several IS militants 
armed with light and medium weapons reportedly infiltrated into the area of Zakhaykhah in Hit district, 70 km 
west of Ramadi, and targeted the house of a commander from the pro-government Sunni tribal militia from the 
Albu Nimr tribe, resulting in two civilians killed and three others wounded.   Finally, a single source report 
indicates that an American aircraft or drone killed a local national near Lake Haditha in western Anbar province.  
Witnesses said "a US air asset fired at an individual named as Aref Aswad Hussain near Lake Haditha, which 
led to his death” (NFDK).   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 
 

 

 

 
The reporting period has been dominated by IDF targeting the International Zone on 07 and 08 September, 
causing no damage or casualties. Both attacks originated from the Shia-dominated districts in eastern Baghdad, 
including New Baghdad and Sadr City, and are assessed to have targeted the US embassy. No group has 
claimed responsibility for the incidents but the target and point of origins suggests the involvement of hardline 
Shia elements, likely linked to Iran.   
 
Unconfirmed reports indicate that an Iraqi politician came under armed attack on August 31 following his criticism 
of alleged Iranian interference in the Iraqi politics during a televised interview on Iraqi TV on the same night.  Ali 
Sned, a ‘leader’ from Haider al-Abadi’s Nasr Coalition was allegedly targeted by a group of unidentified armed 
men who opened fire on his car after he left the interview, media sources said. However, he, together with his 
driver, survived the attack unharmed. In addition, unconfirmed reports indicated that two low-yield IEDs 
detonated in Baghdad on September 02, although no casualties were sustained.  The first IED was in al-
Saadoun Park in Rusafah and the second in the al-Ghadeer residential area of New Baghdad district.  Four 
civilians including two women were also wounded when an IED detonated near shops in the Ur neighbourhood 
of Adhamiyah district at around 2100hrs on September 03 and in Adhamiyah’s Shaab area, three people were 
wounded in tribal clashes.  Light and medium weapons were used with ISF eventually managing to control the 
situation.  An IED detonated inside a Kia minibus near the central bus hub of Nahda in Rusafah district, leaving 
three people wounded including two women on 04 Sep and another attack on a Kia bus was recorded in Bayaa, 
West Rashid District on September 07 leaving two civilians wounded.   
 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

08 September 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [16]                         

 

Southern Provinces 

 

 

 
 
Another eventful reporting period was observed in the southern provinces where widespread social unrest has 
re-emerged following a month of relative calm, especially in Basra. The most significant incident took place on 
the morning of 08 September when at least three rockets impacted in the vicinity of Basra International Airport 
with no damage or casualties reported. The IDF likely targeted the US consulate nearby, coinciding with 
accusations from local hardline factions of US interference in local affairs but no group has claimed responsibility 
for the attack. Local airport officials were quoted by national and international media saying there was no 
disruption to airport traffic however inbound flights were temporarily kept in a holding pattern before landings 
resumed shortly thereafter. At least one Qatar Airways flight was also suspended until further notice but 
according to the Basra International Airport website all flights are scheduled as normal. 
 
The IDF attack came after wide-scale unrest re-emerged in the southern provinces, particularly in Basra, this 
week after a month of relative calm.  Protests have swept cities in the long neglected south, Iraq’s Shi’ite Muslim 
heartland, over widespread electricity outages during the blistering hot Iraqi summer, a lack of jobs and proper 
government services, and entrenched graft.  Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi suspended the electricity minister 
last month and said earlier this week that his government had begun punishing those responsible for poor 
services in Basra, Iraq’s second biggest city.  Public anger is rising at a time when politicians are struggling to 
form a new government after an inconclusive parliamentary election in May. Iraq’s top Shi’ite cleric Grand 
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani has expressed support for the protests.  Friday’s protests were particularly concerned 
with the high level of salt in Basra’s drinking water that residents say makes it undrinkable.  The city’s 
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infrastructure is crumbling from years of neglect and under-investment, generating widespread bitterness as 
locals contrast their impoverishment with the oil wealth the province provides for federal government coffers.  
Meanwhile it was also reported last week that Iraqi lawmakers of Basra province said that they would vote 
against the new government, unless a plan to resolve civic problems of the province is drafted.  Some 25 Iraqi 
MPs represent the province in the 329-seat parliament.  The MPs said that they will watch closely for any 
resolutions on the problems, including the lack of clean drinking water.  On August 24, Ahmed al-Sulaiti, 
spokesman of Basra Provincial Council, said rising water pollution was causing poisoning among residents.’   
 
After demonstrators stoned ISF and tried to break into the provincial government headquarters in Basra city on 
August 31 to press demands for better public services riot police used robust tactics to try to quell the protest.  
As a result, one protester was killed and six others were reportedly wounded.  Basra’s Operations Command 
and the head of the provincial council ordered the council building to be evacuated.  According to Basma al-
Salmi, a member of the provincial council, security forces had been ordered to open fire on protesters who were 
assaulting government buildings. The following day (September 01) a large funeral took place commemorating 
the dead protester, Makki Yasser Ashur. Makki.  According to reports, security forces clashed with people at 
Makki’s funeral with three people reportedly wounded from gunshots and teargas. Police also used tear gas to 
disperse around 150 protesters at the main entrance to Iraq’s Nahr Bin Omar oilfield on September 02, amid 
growing unrest in southern cities over poor public services and corruption.  Officials at the field said operations 
were running normally.   
 
Meanwhile, demonstrators in the Qarmat Ali area of Basra cut off a main road on the morning of September 02, 
demanding better public services and jobs for the unemployed. The road closure created traffic chaos in the 
area.  In addition, an unspecified number of people demanding improved services demonstrated in Tanuma in 
Shatt al-Arab district and the main road leading to the border crossing point of Shalamche was reportedly 
blocked with burning tires before ISF arriving and disperse the gathering.  A number of civilians also 
demonstrated in Abu al-Khasib, south of Basra, demanding improved local services; the main road leading to 
Siba gas field was reportedly closed to traffic for a period of time.  Another demonstration was reported in 
Huwair, again with a number of roads closed to traffic as protestors set tyres on fire.  Local media outlets also 
reported a demonstration outside the provincial council in Basra on September 02.  ISF also forcibly halted sit-in 
demonstration near Abdul Karim square in Basra city 
 
On September 03 a number of violent demonstrations occurred in Basra and also central Zubayr, with protesters 
demanding services, the activation of the employment office and that the water crisis was addressed.  Civilians 
demonstrated in Abu al-Khasib, south of Basra, demanding better services on and the main road leading to Siba 
gas field was once again closed to traffic for a period of time. Late on the night of September 03, protesters 
demanding services and employment cut roads leading to Clusters 2 and 11 on WQ2. IA “Special Forces” 
arrived in four Humvees and after short negotiations the protesters left and promised to return in the morning.  In 
Huwayr in northern Basra on September 03, dozens of people gathered outside Imam al-Sadeq village 
municipality office demanding jobs and better service. A spokesman for the protestors, ‘Ali al-Mansouri, said they 
will escalate if their demands are not met however, once their demands were handed over to a district official the 
protesters dispersed.  A group of protestors also reportedly set fire to the home of the mayor of Shatt al-Arab 
district.  The attack came after a large number of demonstrators blocked several roads in Basra to renew their 
pressure on the government for better public services and jobs.   No casualties were reported.  Meanwhile, 
social media reporting stated that local activists were intending to stage a demonstration in the Arusha traffic 
square in the Tuwaysah area of Basra city on Monday 03 September 2018 at 1600 hrs.   Finally, an unspecified 
number of civilians demanding improved services demonstrated in Qarmat Ali, north of Basra, on Rote Topeka 
with the main bridge in the area being closed to traffic for a period of time. 
 
On September 04 further widespread violence was reported with at least five deaths being recorded as protests 
in Basra turned violent for a second night in a row.  According to local officials, at least 16 protesters and 14 
members of the security forces had also been injured. Local residents, already angry over the death of a 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

08 September 2018   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [18]                         

 

protester on August 31 gathered at local government buildings on September 04 and reportedly threw petrol 
bombs and other projectiles; some material damage has been reported, including at one provincial government 
building that was set on fire by protesters. The crowd averaged about 600-700 people at its peak, but thinned 
throughout the night.  Hundreds of people also protested against their treatment at the hands of the ISF outside 
the Basra Governate building. Shortly after the arrival of SWAT forces, the ISF began dispersing the crowd with 
tear gas while protesters retaliated by throwing fire crackers at the ISF. As protesters dispersed they were 
pursued by ISF westward and southwards. Sometime later a protester was reported to have been seriously 
wounded when he was shot in the head and back and later died in hospital.  Demonstrators also attempted to 
block roads in the city. Security forces reportedly attempted to disperse the crowds with tear gas and live fire. 
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi called for a return to calm.  
 
Also on 4 September, the family of the deceased protester, killed by ISF on September 03,  together with dozens 
of protesters, some armed, carried the coffin from the Forensics Laboratory on Hamdan Road to the Basra 
Provincial Council. The protest remained largely peaceful with the exception of some firing into the air. Upon 
arrival at the rear gate of the council building, which had been evacuated of employees and reinforced by ISF, 
the ISF opened fire from inside the building with tear gas and live rounds, reportedly wounding three protesters, 
one of whom was identified as the brother of the deceased. 
 
Meanwhile, influential cleric Muqtada al-Sadr warned “I advise you not to test our patience,” in a tweet directed 
at the government.  “We feel sad to see a tragedy in our oppressed Basra. What angered me is the unjust 
infringement by some members of … security forces against unarmed protesters who do not want anything but 
to live with dignity and so that efforts are made to rid Basra from corruption, sectarianism and militias,” he added.  
Meanwhile, Basma al-Salmi, a member of Basra provincial council, has condemned the behaviour of security 
forces.  “Security forces have military orders to open fire directly at the protestors in case of an assault on 
government buildings,” Salmi told Rudaw. She warned the heavy-handed response had led to catastrophic 
results. In addition, the governor of Basra, Asaad al-Idani, has sent a letter to Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-
Abadi demanding the head of Basra Operations Command be transferred outside the province, Baghdad Today 
reported.   
 
Latest information from GardaWorld sources indicates that the Basra governate building was once again set on 
fire on September 06, as was the Municipalities Directorate and the local council and mayor's offices in Abu al-
Khasib late on September 05. There was also an attempt, to burn the Shatt al-Arab mayor's office and an 
unconfirmed report that a Badr office was also burned (NFDK). At least one protester was killed last night and 
several others wounded - far less casualties than the previous night.  Although most major junctions had 
protesters setting fire to tyres, the police chief claimed to have the situation under control shortly after midnight.   
 
On September 06, demonstrators reportedly blocked the entrance of the Umm Qasr commodities port as 
protests continued in Basra. Tensions escalated for the third night in a row on September 05, when thousands of 
residents marched towards the Umm Qasr commodities port, expressing their discontent with poor government 
services and their anger over the deaths of at least six protesters in recent days. Local sources reported violent 
clashes with security forces, during which a protester was killed and 25 more injured. Further protests are likely 
in the coming days. Disruptions in the port’s activities can be expected.  Additionally, at around 0330 hrs on 
September 06, an unspecified number of civilians demanding improvements in local services closed the bridge 
that links al-Dayr and Nashwa, north of Basra.  Social media posts stated that angry protestors set an office on 
fire belonging to the Dawa Party in Maq'il area in northern Basra.  On September 06, Routes Topeka and 
Bismarck near Sharish and Huwair were reportedly closed to traffic by protestors and dozens of protestors 
demanding improvements to local services resumed demonstrations in front of the Zubayr mayor' office as a 
number of tyres were set on fire.  The Basra operations command BaOC declared a curfew in the province as of 
1500 hrs of September 06 2018 but was reportedly lifted a short time after.  Finally, approximately 350 civilians 
demanding improved local services and job opportunities demonstrated near cluster 2 within the oil concession 
of WQ-2. 
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At this current time, the unrest in Basra has escalated considerably as protests continue, with reports of further 
clashes between the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) and demonstrators. According to the Iraqi Ministry of Health, six 
protesters have been killed and 41 injured since September 04. The Health Ministry also added that 27 members 
of the security forces were injured during violent confrontations with the protesters. The violent repression of 
protests in the province has only served to fuel and incite further anger and protests. Activists are calling for 
solidarity protests across the country in a bid to reignite the campaign that began in July over the lack of public 
services and employment.  Since the death of Makki Yasser Ashuri on 31 August, the protests have turned 
significantly more violent. According to reports, hundreds of people gathered at local government buildings in 
central Basra City, on September 06, hurling petrol bombs and stones. Local media reports suggest that some 
protesters stormed one of the provincial government buildings and set it alight. However, the ISF swiftly arrived 
at the scene and by 11pm local time the crowds near the government buildings were largely dispersed. 
Following these incidents, the Basra Operations Command issued a citywide curfew. The next morning, 
however, thousands of protests gathered outside the government building in the city, indicating that security 
forces are struggling to impose the curfew.  Meanwhile, local reports from the province suggest that 
demonstrators north of Basra City managed to storm and take control of a military base in the area, seizing 
military vehicles. The fact that protesters were easily able to take the military base suggests that security in the 
province has been stretched considerably and that security forces are incapable of handling the unrest. 
Hundreds of protests also gathered in the Zabiir district in western Basra, to condemn the security forces’ use of 
live bullets against demonstrators as well as to protest the lack of public services and employment in the district.  
The Iraqi Prime Minister, Haider al-Abadi, has ordered an investigation into the use of force against the 
protesters in Basra and has called on security forces to not use live bullets against protesters. The unrest comes 
as a precarious time in Iraq, with the government currently in the process of being formed. This means that the 
government may not be able to effectively respond to the demands of the protesters and quell the situation.’  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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