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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Islamic State claimed responsibility for a wave of IED attacks across Baghdad city on November 04.  The five 

separate IED detonations claimed the lives of at least seven people and wounded 20 others and took place 

within two hours of each other suggesting a degree of coordination that only IS could achieve, utilising 

established networks within the city.  However, these attacks utilised low-yield IEDs, and we have not seen 

large-scale, mass casualty attacks against civilian targets in Baghdad for many months.  These latest attacks 

therefore do not necessarily mark a return to these forms of larger operations by the IS group, although they 

may represent a statement by IS to try and demonstrate its continued (but declining) relevance, as opposed to 

the start of a sustained uptick in violence.   

 

▪ While the situation in Basra has calmed since the violent unrest earlier in the month, political tensions are 

assessed to remain high with an associated risk of spontaneous gatherings.  An increased security posture 

for preventive reasons can be expected to remain in the city with additional security deployments and 

increased checkpoint scrutiny.   

 

▪ IDF attacks on the International Zone, Baghdad and the US consulate near Basra International Airport 

suggests heightened intent to target US interests in the country. While no group has claimed responsibility for 

the attacks, it is likely that Iranian-backed elements are behind these incidents in an effort to harass and 

intimidate for political purposes. As such, the outlook for further attacks targeting US interests is assessed as 

increased in the coming weeks.  

 

▪ Political focus over the next week will revolve around the election of key positions including President and 

Prime Minister.  Political negotiations to decide the composition of the new government can also be expected 

to dominate parliamentary sessions, with associated risks of demonstrations as tensions remain high.   

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, 

and along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

IS claims responsibility for wave of IED attacks across Baghdad City 
At least seven civilians were killed in a series of explosions in the Iraqi capital of Baghdad on the night of 

November 04, while 14 more were wounded.  Islamic State subsequently claimed responsibility for these attacks 

against Shia population centres in Baghdad City.  The fact that these attacks took place within around 2 – 4 

hours of each other suggests a degree of coordination that only IS could achieve, utilising established networks 

within the city.  However, these attacks utilised low-yield IEDs, and we have not seen large-scale, mass casualty 

attacks against civilian targets in Baghdad for many months.  These latest attacks therefore do not necessarily 

mark a return to these forms of larger operations by the IS group, although they may represent a statement by IS 

to try and demonstrate its continued (but declining) relevance, as opposed to the start of a sustained uptick in 

violence.   

US Embassy issues kidnap threat warning concerning the Baghdad International Trade 

Fair 
The US Embassy in Baghdad issued a threat warning on November 06 stating that it had received information 

that there was a possible risk of the kidnapping of US citizens attending the 45th Baghdad International Fair at 

the Baghdad International Fairground in Mansour District scheduled for 10 – 19 November 2018.  The Embassy 

had no further information regarding the timing, targets or method of any planned actions, but recommended that 

the event should be avoided.  

Delays in selection of remaining Iraqi Government Cabinet Ministers 
The Iraqi Parliament convened on November 06, however, it failed to hold a vote on the remaining ministries that 

are yet to be filled. Eight ministerial positions, including the all-important Ministers of Defence and Interior, were 

set to be voted on by the Iraqi Parliament, however deep political divisions have meant that the vote was not 

able to go ahead. However, it was reported that five independent cabinet ministers were selected from the online 

application process, Iraqi Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi announced on November 08.  The five independents 

were not identified.   

 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

Delays in selection of remaining Iraqi Government Cabinet Ministers 

The Iraqi Parliament convened on November 06, however, it failed to hold a vote on the remaining ministries that 

are yet to be filled. Eight ministerial positions, including the all-important Ministers of Defence and Interior, were 

set to be voted on by the Iraqi Parliament, however deep political divisions have meant that the vote was not 

able to go ahead. However, it was reported that five independent cabinet ministers were selected from the online 

application process, Iraqi Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi announced on November 08.  The five independents 

were not identified.   Thousands applied through the website set up by Abdul-Mahdi in a bid to bring more 

independents and technocrats into the government.  The curriculum vitae of more than 15,000 applicants have 

been sent to the ministries to form a database “to be made use of in picking experts, volunteers, and specialists 

based on need,” the prime minister stated.   Applicants had been asked to provide suggestions for how they 

would address key problems facing the government. Abdul-Mahdi said these solutions have also been complied 

with and will be studied by the relevant ministries.   

 

Meanwhile, Iraqi parliamentarians rejected the draft budget bill for 2019. The budget was primarily rejected by 

Kurdish lawmakers who demand an increase in the Kurdistan Region’s share of the budget from 12% to 17% 

and an increase in funding for the Peshmerga, as well as Sunni lawmakers who believe that the amount 

allocated for the provinces of Nineveh, Salahuddin and Anbar does not sufficiently account for the cost of 

reconstruction. Jaber Al Jaberi, an MP representing Anbar, said the amount allocated for his province is meant 

to cover public sector salaries and public services but not post-conflict reconstruction. He went on to say that the 

allocation for Anbar was less than 1% of the entire budget. Furthermore, the former Vice President, Usama al-

Nujaifi, has threatened to approach the federal court if the share of Nineveh's province, in northern Iraq, was not 

adjusted to accommodate reconstruction efforts.  The cost of reconstruction in Iraq is estimated to cost over $88 

billion. According to Qusay Adulfattah, the Director General of the country’s Ministry of Planning, approximately 

$23 billion will be needed in the short term and more than $65 billion will be needed in the medium term. The fact 

that the southern provinces have been allocated considerably more of the budget than the Sunni-majority 

provinces has also drawn considerable ire from Sunni lawmakers. The disparity in budget allocations between 

the southern provinces and the other provinces in the country is attributable to the fact that unrest in the 

southern provinces had a considerable political effect on the previous administration. Therefore, the decision to 

allocate more resources to providing public services for these provinces is part of an attempt to avoid alienating 

the south.  However, despite this supposed rejection by the Iraqi parliamentarians, the Iraqi Parliament appears 

to have overturned its own decision to reject the budget and return it to the Iraqi Government for revision. After 

coming under considerable pressure from Iraqi lawmakers, the Iraqi Parliament has decided to not return the 

budget to the Iraqi Government but will instead refer the budget to a select committee that will investigate the 

reasons for its rejection by Iraqi parliamentarians.   

 

Iraqi PM and Sadr's Sa'eroun don't agree on Interior Minister's appointment 

Iraqi PM Adil Abdul-Mahdi is determined to appoint Falih Fayaz as the interior minister, while the Sa'eroun 

Alliance, led by cleric Muqtada al-Sadr, has strongly refused to accept a former government official to be in the 

cabinet once again, an official explained.  Talking to press, Hamid Mosawi, a member of the al-Fatih Coalition, 

said that they have additional candidates for the ministerial position, but that Abdul-Mahdi has rejected all of 

them except Fayaz, noting that Sa'eroun Alliance has, in the meantime, put pressure on the Iraqi premier to 

revise his decision.  "But he insists on him [Falih Fayaz] to hold the position," Mosawi said.  Ali Mahdi, a leader of 

Sa'eroun told press that they do not support someone who has previously held any high political position.  Fayaz 

previously served as the National Security Advisor and as a Hashd al-Shaabi leader. 
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New government programme for the next four years presented to Parliament 

Prime Minister Adil Abd Al-Mahdi has presented to Iraq’s parliament the new government programme for 2018-

2022. According to the government, the programme outlines practical plans for transitioning Iraq from a crisis 

context to sustainable development across all sectors and sets out a framework to guide the planning and work 

of each ministry. The programme builds on several key strategies agreed by the outgoing government, including 

the National Development Plan 2018-2022. A key objective of the programme is the delivery of tangible 

improvements in the daily lives of Iraqi citizens. The document outlines six significant areas that will guide all 

action by the government for the next four years and beyond. They are: 1) Security 2) Finance, economy, and 

development, 3) Sustainable development and social services, 4) Construction and infrastructure, 5) 

Government performance and administrative reform, 6) Political census.  Some observers have however 

commented that the plan fails to distinguish between a strategic document that is supposed to determine the 

future of a country for the next four years and an oversized ‘to-do list’ that tediously describes the responsibilities 

of different ministries and governmental bodies. Instead, the current 121-page long document in Arabic (not 

translated to Kurdish or English), is one that is poorly formatted with the important issues buried amidst the mass 

of the document. One observer commented that the way the program is written and structured shows how flawed 

the process of crafting policy, focusing on priorities, implementing plans, and following up on implementation is in 

Iraq, adding that probably the highest priority for Iraq’s top decision-makers is to learn the basics of policy and 

planning. 

 

Government approves salary increase for PMFs 

The Iraqi Council of Ministers has approved a salary increase for fighters in the Popular Mobilisation Unit (PMF). 

The council decided to transfer just under 197.9 billion dinars ($166 million) from the 2018 budget to the 

paramilitary force. These funds will reportedly go towards the salaries of 122,000 PMF fighters. This comes after 

the Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, met with the PMF leadership, where he heaped praise on the force 

and called their establishment a “historical accomplishment for Iraq and it should be preserved”.  

 

Iraq condemns US embassy statement on Iran sanctions 

Iraq's Ministry of Foreign Affairs has condemned a statement by the US embassy in Baghdad regarding the 

imposition of economic sanctions on "the Islamic neighbour" of Iran, describing it as an "interference" in its 

internal affairs.  The ministry spokesman Ahmad Mahjoub stressed that the embassy statement "violates 

diplomatic norms and mutual respect for countries' sovereignties", Kurdish news website Rudaw on reported 

November 03.  "Iraq rejects the interference in its internal issues, namely issues of domestic security reform and 

the status of Iraqi security forces," Mahjoub said, reminding that Iraq's security apparatuses are governed by the 

country's prime minister, who serves as the general commander of its armed forces.  The Iraqi remarks come in 

response to a statement posted on the US embassy's Facebook page on October 31, urging the Iranian 

government to "respect the sovereignty of the Iraqi government and permit the disarming, demobilisation and 

reintegration of Shia militias", stressing that this is among the conditions to lifting the sanctions on Iran.  Mahjoub 

stressed that Iraq looks forward to the deletion of the statements mentioned, urging the embassy to avoid using 

them in the future. He reminded that Iraq is the host country of the US embassy, Rudaw said. A set of harsh US 

sanctions targeting Iran's petrochemical and banking sectors are due to come into effect on November 05.  Iraq 

heavily relies on Iran's energy system, as it imports gas via a pipeline from its Shia neighbour. 

 

Later this week, Iraq’s Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi confirmed that Iraq was to be exempt from having to 

adhere to the sanctions imposed on Iran by the US.  “The country is not party to any dispute,” the Kurdish news 

website Rudaw quoted Abdul Mahdi as saying on November 06. 

 

US appoints new Ambassador to Iraq 

The United States has appointed a new diplomat to replace current Ambassador to Iraq Douglas Silliman, the 

White House announced on November 07.  The new ambassador is said to be Matthew Tueller, who currently 

serves as Washington’s top diplomat in Yemen.  It is not clear yet when the new ambassador will assume office 

in Baghdad. 
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Security 
 

IS claims responsibility for wave of IED attacks across Baghdad City 

At least seven civilians were killed in a series of explosions in the Iraqi capital of Baghdad on the night of 

November 04, while 14 more were wounded.  "An improvised explosive device [IED] exploded in Sadr City near 

a vendor’s stand, killing three and injuring five others with varying severity," a security source told local media.  

Another source told Shafaq News that another explosion took place in Aden Square in Kadhimiyah District, 

resulting in the death of two individuals and wounding four others.  Another person was killed and two more were 

injured in another bombing that went off inside a minibus transporting passengers in the Habbaniyah 

neighbourhood in southern Sadr City.  Another blast targeted the district of al-Shula in Kadhimiyah District, in 

which two people lost their lives and two others were wounded.  The last explosion hit shopping areas in the 

neighbourhood of Turath in West Rashid District southern Baghdad city, resulting in the injuring of three civilians.  

Police have stated that individually, all the IEDs were relatively low-yield devices.  

 

Iraq deploys troops on Syria border to curb Islamic State 

Iraq has mobilised troops on its order with Syria to curb threats posed by IS militants who remain in control of 

several areas across the border in the Syrian oil-rich Deir al-Zour Province, Kurdish media reported on 

November 03.  Syria-based IS militants could infiltrate the Iraqi border to carry out attacks so troops were 

deployed to prevent such threats, army commanders and officials from the Iraqi interior ministry told the Erbil-

based Kurdish Rudaw TV.  The Iraqi army from its positions backed the final offensive by US-backed Kurdish-led 

Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) which kicked off on  September 10 in neighbouring Deir al-Zour to capture the 

last IS strongholds in Syria.  Joint efforts by the Iraqis and the SDF fighters were aimed at cooperation and 

coordination to prevent IS militants fleeing battles raging on the Syrian side from infiltrating the Iraqi border, 

Kurdish media reports have said.  But the SDF on October 31 announced halting the anti-IS Deir al-Zour 

campaign temporarily due to Turkish army attacks on the majority Kurdish areas under its control further north in 

the Kobane area.  “Our forces are being prepared to strongly respond, if this [IS] terrorist organisation were to 

attack positions held by our military,” Rudaw TV quoted spokesman for the Iraqi Joint Operations Command 

Yahya Rasul as saying.   The commander of Iraq’s Jazira Operations Command currently stationed on the Iraq-

Syria border, Qassem Muhammad, also tod told the TV that "[IS] terrorist units are some 5km to 6km away from 

this area where we are standing”.   He added: “The gunmen of IS will be dealt with once they are spotted or after 

we receive intelligence about them.”   IS attacked SDF-held positions in Syria’s Deir al-Zour earlier on 3 

November 03, Sky Arabia said, adding that IS had initiated the attack after the SDF announced halting its 

offensive following Turkish attacks. Pro-opposition Syrian Enab Baladi on the same day quoted SDF’s Kurdish 

official Lilwa Abdallah as saying that more IS attacks were expected in the light of the Turkish attacks on SDF-

held areas.   

 

Hashd al-Shaabi to Withdraw from Iraqi Cities 

According to a statement from the PM’s press office on November 05, Iraqi PM Adil Abdul-Mahdi has reached an 

agreement with top Popular Mobilisation Force (PMF) officials to withdraw its forces out of Iraq’s cities.  

According to the statement, the sides also stressed that the PMF institutions will facilitate the process which is 

expected to start with the southern province of Basra. Concerning the budget share of the Shi'ite militias in Iraq, 

the premier noted that his country's overall revenues have decreased, and that therefore the PMF should rely on 

additional resources.  

Humanitarian 
 

Water scarcity 'displaces' Iraq's Basra residents 

Hundreds of families residing in Iraq's southern Basra have recently fled the oil-rich province to escape the high 

levels of water scarcity and pollution reported there.  Families are fleeing the "painful reality" of the province,  the 

Kurdish news website Rudaw reported in Arabic on November 03.  The website cited parliamentarian Zahra 

Hamza as saying that residents of the south-eastern areas of Shatt al-Arab, al-Faw, Abu al-Khasib and al-Seeba 
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have lately become displaced due to the water shortages. She added that the high level of water salinity has 

also had its toll on animals and agricultural lands.  "Several areas of Basra are now under the grip of poverty, 

vast economic deterioration and unemployment." Hamza was quoted as saying. "This has made continuous life 

there near impossible."   

Economy 
 

One million Iraqis jobless 

According to the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, an estimated one million Iraqis have registered 

themselves as jobless and are seeking work opportunities. As a result, the Ministry has opened applications for 

the Labour and Vocational Training Department, which will attempt to allocate jobs in the public sector to those 

registered as unemployed in a bid to tackle unemployment. The service portal will also allow people to apply for 

loans and participate in training courses. Private sector jobs will also be advertised on the online portal. Almost 

half the population is under the age of 19 and unemployment among those aged 15-24 already stands at 18%. 

The unemployment rate for the whole of Iraq currently stands at 11%. This includes those who have not officially 

registered themselves as unemployed.  

 

Qatari minister meets Iraqi officials over reconstruction 

The Qatari foreign minister has discussed the reconstruction of Iraq with the country’s top officials.  During his 

visit to Baghdad, Muhammad Bin-Abd-al-Rahman Al Thani separately met Iraqi President Barham Saleh, Prime 

Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi and Speaker Mohammed al-Halbousi on November 07.  President Barham Saleh 

stressed “the need to reduce tension and create a regional system based on economic cooperation among the 

countries of the region,” the website of the Iraqi president reported.  Al Thani’s meeting with the Iraqi premier 

touched upon strengthening bilateral ties in all fields, especially the economic sector, according to the website of 

the prime minister’s office.  Meanwhile, parliament Speaker Halbousi said on Facebook that he urged Qatar to 

take part in the reconstruction of Iraq and increase its investments in the country. For his part, the Qatari foreign 

minister congratulated the Iraqi officials over the formation of the cabinet and the election of the president and 

the Speaker.  He stressed his country’s keenness on boosting ties with Iraq in all fields. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Activity in the Kurdistan region this week has once again been dominated by Turkish military operations against 

PKK militia.  In addition, the PKK attacked a Turkish army unit in the Kurdistan Region’s Amedi district in Dohuk 

province on November 05 according to press reports.  NRT Digital Media said that PKK fighters launched the 

attack near the Sarzer border crossing in the Kani Masi sub-district at 10 am with the border crossing point 

closed following the attack. According to reports, the PKK shelled Turkish army positions with the Turkish military 

returning fire. It was not clear whether there were any casualties  Meanwhile, Turkish fighter jets carried out 

several airstrikes on multiple suspected PKK positions in the Sidekan and Bradost regions of Soran, north of 

Erbil on November 07. 

 

Protest action has once again been evident.  A group of activists protested outside the parliament building in 

Erbil on November 03, once again demonstrating against the practice of giving the equivalent of six months’ pay 

to Iraqi MPs upon leaving office, calling for the abolition of the practice.  Activists also protested in Sulaymaniyah 

over the same issue on November 01.  Dozens of temporary employees also demonstrated in front of the 

Kurdistan Independent High Electoral and Referendum Commission (IHEC) office in Dohuk city, demanding 

permanent employment.  
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In Nineveh province this week, the reporting period was dominated by the major IS attack in the city of Mosul, 

leaving at least five people dead and 14 others wounded. The attack took place in west Mosul, near the Abu 

Layla restaurant, in a crowded part of the city on the evening of November 08.  Security officials said that a 

major car bomb went off in the area, leaving more than a dozen  casualties. The attack has been described as 

the worst single attack in the city since its liberation from the IS in June 2017 with the attack coming just days 

after a series of IED detonations took place across Baghdad within a matter of hours.  Security officials say 

militants have adapted their tactics to insurgent-style attacks since the end of 2017. Some press outlets are 

stating that the frequency and deadliness of these most recent attacks is a worrying sign that ISF are struggling 

to maintain security and that the group’s capabilities are growing once again.   

 

Meanwhile, United Nations investigators this week revealed that Islamic State jihadis put between 6,000 and 

12,000 bodies – including women, children, and invalids – in 202 mass graves discovered across Iraq alone, 

mainly in the country’s Nineveh and Kirkuk provinces, home to high concentrations of Christians and other 

minorities.  The UN noted, Between June 2014 and December 2017, the ‘Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant’ 

(ISIL) seized large areas of Iraq as part of its so‐called Caliphate, leading a campaign of widespread violence 

and systematic violations of international human rights and humanitarian law – acts that may amount to war 

crimes, crimes against humanity, and possibly genocide under international criminal law.1 To‐ date, over two 

hundred mass graves, a legacy of ISIL’s terror, have been discovered in areas formerly controlled by ISIL. They 

contain the remains of thousands of victims, the majority of whom may never be identified. These large‐scale 

crime scenes are sites of harrowing human loss, profound suffering and shocking cruelty.   

 

A more subdued reporting period was witnessed this week in Salah-al-Din.  On November 03, 11 x PMF 

members were wounded in an accidental explosion that occurred at ammunition storage facility belonging to the 

Hezbollah Brigades which was located in a youth centre in the eastern part of the town of Tuz Khurmatu.  Two 

ISF members and three students were reportedly wounded when a vehicle borne IED exploded near a school 

building in Shirqat. (NFDK) and the Commander of Samarra Operations, Major General Emad al-Zuhairi 

announced the arrest of a terrorist cell comprising six members in an operation at an unspecified location in 

Samarra.   

 

In Kirkuk province, two members of the Kurdish Peshmerga were reportedly intercepted and abducted by several 

suspected IS militants near the village of Taq Taq in Dibis district, north of Kirkuk on the night of November 02.  

A roadside IED subsequently detonated against Sunni Anti-IS tribesmen as they chased the perpetrators, 

causing multiple casualties.  One of the two Peshmerga was found dead on November 03 with the second 

soldier remaining unlocated.  The Commander of the ‘Kirkuk army forces’, Major General Maan al-Saadi 

announced the arrest of a terrorist cell composed of 26 members including women, in an operation at an 

unspecified location in Kirkuk city on November 05,  several explosives-rigged vests, IEDs, UVIEDs, suppressed 

weapons, a quantity of military grade explosive material and two vehicle-borne IEDs were reportedly found in 

their possession.  Al-Saadi said the arrestees were allegedly responsible for “all” recent terror attacks in Kirkuk.  

 

Meanwhile, it was reported that the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) has started talks with Sunni Arabs in 

Kirkuk province in a bid to normalise the situation.  Tensions between the various ethno-sectarian factions in 

Kirkuk have long plagued the region, however, the KDP is showing signs that it is willing to engage in talks with 

the various political stakeholders in the province in order to address the many issues facing the area.  Recent 

signs suggest that the Iraqi Government led by Adil Abd al-Mahdi is far more willing to improve relations with the 

KDP than the previous administration. This will give hope to the KDP that the Iraqi Government will provide 

further concessions to Kurdish parties in Kirkuk. 

 

Hostilities in Diyala province remain concentrated on the Diyala River Valley and characterised by low-level SAF 

and IEDs attributed to sectarian tensions, IS sympathisers and local disputes.  A mix of ethno-sectarian tensions 

and Sunni insurgency is also assessed to drive hostilities in the northern areas of Khanaqin and Jalawla where 

incidents are recorded on a near daily basis in line with a general increase seen in recent months.  Two farmers 
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(father and son) were wounded when an IED planted on an agricultural road exploded against their vehicle on 

the outskirts of al-Adhaim, 70 km north of Baqubah.  A second device detonated against a dismounted ISF patrol 

that arrived to investigate the first incident, resulting in the death of one security member.  IS also attacked a unit 

of the Iraqi Federal Police in Khanaqin late on November 03 with ISF exchanging fire;  one civilian and three 

policemen were wounded in the incident.  

Finally, at least 12 Islamic State insurgents were killed in an airstrike conducted by the Iraqi Air Force in the 

Islamial-Maita basin on the border area between Diyala and Salah-al-Din provinces,  and on November 08, 

mortars were used in an attack on the Jalawla sub-district of north-eastern Diyala province. There were no 

reports of casualties. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

In Anbar province this week, reports have emerged that the PMF have assumed control of 30 fortified positions 

100 metres inside Syria along the Iraqi border. The PMF reportedly moved into these areas after the Syrian 

Democratic Forces (SDF) withdrew from the area amid an onslaught by the Islamic State.  The decision to 

occupy these positions comes as 20,000 fighters from the PMF were deployed to the border to defend from 

planned IS attacks. This move is yet another sign that the PMF are becoming more assertive in the repelling 

potential IS threats and attacks. However, the decision may also raise fears that certain factions from the PMF 

may take this opportunity to involve themselves more in Syria.  Meanwhile, a cabinet meeting, chaired by 

[Jordan's] Prime Minister Omar Razzaz, on November 08, endorsed a 6.5 million Euros cooperation agreement 

to implement a project for modernizing the Al-Karamah border crossing between Jordan and Iraq funded by the 

European Union.  The agreement was signed between the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation 

and the International Organisation for Migration (IOM).  The project aims to develop the crossing's technical and 

infrastructure, construct buildings for entities working at the border centre, provide the necessary equipment for 

operations and specialized training for cadres working in border's management and combating drugs and crime.  

Finally, six IS militants including two commanders were reportedly killed in an Iraqi airstrike targeting an IS 

convoy in the desert areas of Rutbah district in western Anbar province. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

The reporting period in Baghdad City this week has been dominated by the coordinated IED attacks claimed by 

Islamic State on November 04.   At least seven civilians were killed in a series of explosions, while 14 more were 

wounded.   

 

Meanwhile, the US Embassy in Baghdad issued a threat warning on November 06 stating that it had received 

information that there was a possible risk of the kidnapping of US citizens attending the 45 th Baghdad 

International Fair at the Baghdad International Fairground in Mansour District scheduled for 10 – 19 November 

2018.  The Embassy had no further information regarding the timing, targets or method of any planned actions.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

On November 05, the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad through the Overseas Advisory Council (OSAC) issued a 

warning to Oil & Gas companies in southern Iraq warning of a potential threat from protestors.  The text of the 

warning issued was as follows:  “We have information indicating that Iraqi protesters may be planning to attack 

unspecified international oil companies in Basrah, Basrah Province, Iraq, the weeks following November 05, 

2018.  The protesters’ goal may be to remove the presence of the oil companies from Iraq.  The protesters 

planned to surround the oil fields, cut off roads that provide access to the Basrah-based headquarters of these 

companies, and potentially destroy property.”   
 

In Babel province this week, the PMF seized several underground tunnels and hideouts containing quantities of 

arms and explosives in Jurf al-Sakhar, north of Hillah, and on the night of November 05, the head of Amarah 

prison, known as Ismail al-Jabri reportedly survived an assassination attempt when unidentified gunmen opened 

fire on his vehicle whilst transiting al-Madaris street of central Amarah city, only material damage was reported. 

(Motivation is still unknown).  Meanwhile, the appointment of a new governor for the Iraqi city of Babil was 

rejected on November 07 by the political parties over suspicions of corruption in the process, President Barham 

Salih has now approved the nomination.  At least 18 out of 20 members of the Babil Provincial Council voted for 

Karar Abadi for the position of Babil governor.  However, many MPs doubted that the post had been selected 

fairly, believing bribery and corruption was involved and  called on the Iraqi president not to approve the process.  

Barham Salih has now accepted the disputed appointment through an official presidential decree.  Karar Abadi is 

the nephew of a leader of the Islamic Dawa Party led by Nouri al-Maliki, while he is also reportedly very close to 

the former premier Haider al-Abadi.   
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In Basra province, on the afternoon of November 03, dozens of civil activists gathered near the statue of Badr 

Shakir al-Sayyab in Basra city to demand protection of Iraqi Heritage and to call on the federal government to 

stop antiquities smuggling.   In addition, on the morning of November 04, around 50 civilians demanding 

improved services and job opportunities demonstrated in front the Basra Oil Company (BOC) HQ in Basra city.  

Protestors reportedly prevented vehicles from entering the site for a period of time before being safely dispersed.  

According to local media, protestors later regathered near the Tarbiyah bridge IVO BOC and staged a sit-in.   

Meanwhile, Brigadier General Adel Akalam has now reportedly started his duties as the new director of the 

Southern Oil Police Directorate, replacing Ali Hasan on appointment by the Ministry of Interior.   

 

The Supreme Judicial Council of Iraq has also urged the release of the protesters who were detained during the 

anti-government mass demonstrations in Basra province, the Kurdish Shafaq news website reported on 

November 08. The council has urged the Basra judges to "respect the right to protest which is protected by the 

constitution and law", the website quoted a statement by the council as saying. It also urged them to "close the 

cases of those who did not commit acts of sabotage or aggression against private properties of citizens," the 

statement added.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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