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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Islamic State claimed responsibility for a wave of IED attacks across Baghdad city on November 04.  The five 

separate IED detonations claimed the lives of at least seven people and wounded 20 others and took place 

within two hours of each other suggesting a degree of coordination that only IS could achieve, utilising 

established networks within the city.  However, these attacks utilised low-yield IEDs, and we have not seen 

large-scale, mass casualty attacks against civilian targets in Baghdad for many months.  These latest attacks 

therefore do not necessarily mark a return to these forms of larger operations by the IS group, although they 

may represent a statement by IS to try and demonstrate its continued (but declining) relevance, as opposed to 

the start of a sustained uptick in violence.   

 

▪ While the situation in Basra has calmed since the violent unrest earlier in the month, political tensions are 

assessed to remain high with an associated risk of spontaneous gatherings.  An increased security posture 

for preventive reasons can be expected to remain in the city with additional security deployments and 

increased checkpoint scrutiny.   

 

▪ IDF attacks on the International Zone, Baghdad and the US consulate near Basra International Airport 

suggests heightened intent to target US interests in the country. While no group has claimed responsibility for 

the attacks, it is likely that Iranian-backed elements are behind these incidents in an effort to harass and 

intimidate for political purposes. As such, the outlook for further attacks targeting US interests is assessed as 

increased in the coming weeks.  

 

▪ Political focus over the next week will revolve around the election of key positions including President and 

Prime Minister.  Political negotiations to decide the composition of the new government can also be expected 

to dominate parliamentary sessions, with associated risks of demonstrations as tensions remain high.   

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, 

and along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Al-Mahdi issues ultimatum over formation of Cabinet 
Iraqi Member of Parliament, Amer al-Fayez, has said in a press statement that the Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd 

al-Mahdi, has sent clear messages to different political factions that he will submit his resignation immediately in 

the absence of a political consensus between the various blocs in parliament over the remaining posts in the 

Iraqi Government. According to Fayez, this ultimatum is a last-ditch attempt by Abd al-Mahdi to encourage 

rivalling political blocs to reach an agreement.  

Two Cabinet Ministers accused of having links to former regime 
The newly-formed Accountability and Justice Commission has said that two Ministers that have recently been 

appointed to Prime Minister Adil Abd al-Mahdi’s cabinet could be forced to resign due to ties with Saddam 

Hussein’s regime. The two ministers who are thought to have ties to Saddam’s regime are Ahmed Riyadh al-

Obeidi, the Minister of Youth and Sports, and Na’eem al-Rubai’ee, the Minister of Communications.  

Iraqi MPs fail to reach agreement on 2019 Budget 
Iraqi parliamentarians have once again failed to reach a consensus on the 2019 draft budget bill during 

Monday’s parliamentary session. As a result, the Iraqi Parliament will convene again on the November 20 to vote 

on the matter.  

US grants Iraq 45 days of relief from energy sanctions on Iran 
Iraq will be permitted to purchase energy from Iran until the end of December, US officials have announced.  

“The United States has given Iraq a temporary relief from the sanctions for 45 days to continue purchasing 

natural gas and electricity from Iran,” officials from the US Embassy in Iraq said in a Facebook video published 

on November 08.  The Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, continues to strongly insist on his country being 

granted a permanent exemption from US sanctions on Iran.   

 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

Al-Mahdi issues ultimatum over formation of Cabinet 

Iraqi Member of Parliament, Amer al-Fayez, has said in a press statement that the Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd 

al-Mahdi, has sent clear messages to different political factions that he will submit his resignation immediately in 

the absence of a political consensus between the various blocs in parliament over the remaining posts in the 

Iraqi Government. According to Fayez, this ultimatum is a last-ditch attempt by Abd al-Mahdi to encourage 

rivalling political blocs to reach an agreement.  

 

Two Cabinet Ministers accused of having links to former regime 

The newly-formed Accountability and Justice Commission has said that two Ministers that have recently been 

appointed to Prime Minister Adil Abd al-Mahdi’s cabinet could be forced to resign due to ties with Saddam 

Hussein’s regime. The two ministers who are thought to have ties to Saddam’s regime are Ahmed Riyadh al-

Obeidi, the Minister of Youth and Sports, and Na’eem al-Rubai’ee, the Minister of Communications.  

 

Former MP arrested on terrorist charges 

A former Iraqi parliamentarian, Ziya Mahi Khalaf Abdullah al-Duri has reportedly been arrested on terrorism 

charges. News of his arrest came out after a picture was released on social media of him holding a piece of 

paper with his name and birth date written on it at a police station. The picture was reportedly from a police 

station in the province of Salahuddin. However, Baha al-Araji, the head of the Iraqi National Security Agency, 

denied reports that he had been arrested on those charges, saying that he “has no problems. He will be released 

sooner or later.” 

 

State of Law supports calls for Basra to become an independent province 

Amid growing calls for Basra’s status to be changed from province to a regional government, similar to that of the 

Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), Abdul Samad, a leading figure from the State of Law coalition has said 

that his party support the province’s desire to become a regional government, if done “in accordance with the 

constitution”. More protests broke out today as activists feel that the government has done little to respond to 

their demands and needs. According to Kadhim al-Sahlani, a spokesman for a collection of civil society groups in 

the province, protesters have, for months, been calling for the formation of a regional government in Basra, but 

the government has yet to respond to these demands. A regional government would grant the province more 

autonomy and could provide it with more authority to accrue more revenue from oil sales, independent of the 

government.  

 

Iraqi Parliament votes to allow IHEC to resume its work 

The Iraqi Parliament voted to allow the Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) to resume operations on 

November 10, after it was suspended after the discovery of electoral fraud during May’s parliamentary election. 

The parliament held the vote during a session discussing parliamentary committees and the upcoming elections 

for provincial councils.  

 

Outgoing UNAMI chief optimistic about Iraq’s future 

The United Nations head of mission in Iraq was optimistic about the future of the country in his final briefing to 

the UN Security Council.  “While the government formation process has not been without controversy, the 

political blocs have demonstrated a willingness to act in support of the prime minister. Competition and 

differences have been largely political and not sectarian, and in this way, a break from the past,” Jan Kubis told 

the Security Council on Tuesday (November 13).  He noted that Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi, cleric Moqtada 

al-Sadr, and Fatih leader Hadi al-Amiri – all Shiite leaders – have led negotiations that are heavily influenced by 

the main Shiite religious authority, Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani.  “This signifies that all of these primary partners and 

political forces now share a responsibility for creating an enabling environment for the new government to deliver 
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on its programme, and for its stability,” said Kubis.  Kubis encouraged the UN and the international community to 

remain committed to its support for Iraq as the new government focuses on creating jobs, delivering services, 

boosting the economy, and fighting corruption.  Iraq still needs help, “We must not let them down,” he said.   

 

Trump asks Senate to approve new Ambassador to Iraq 

President Donald Trump is asking the Senate to approve a new ambassador to Iraq as the US seeks to increase 

pressure on neighbouring Iran. Trump on Thursday officially asked the Senate to confirm Matthew Tueller, who 

has been US ambassador to Yemen since 2014. If confirmed, he would succeed Douglas Silliman, who has held 

the job since July 2016. Tueller, who is known for his strong stance against Iranian influence in Yemen, is likely 

to be appointed to add more pressure on the Iraqi Government to repel Iranian influence in the country. This 

comes as the Iraqi Government continues to call on the US to grant the country a permanent waiver on US 

sanctions on its neighbour. This appointment would suggest that the US will continue to adopt a non-

compromising stance towards Iran and Iraq’s relationship with the Islamic Republic. 

Security 
 

Iraqi Kurdish figure says Turkey advancing in Kurdistan region 

Turkey has made further territorial advances inside the Kurdistan Region of Iraq as part of its fight against the 

outlawed Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), a local figure from the border area of Bradost told SNN news website, 

which is affiliated with the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) party, on  November 16.  The head of the PUK 

office in Bradost, Mala Kareem Bradosti, warned that Turkish forces were "advancing against the PKK" in some 

areas .  "Currently the Turkish army has increased their movement in a number of areas, stopping the PKK from 

carrying out its required activities", he said.  He added that the Turkish army plans "to increase the number of 

forces in the region in the spring" and therefore "transfer the fight against the PKK to the Kurdistan Region".   

 

Pentagon releases report tracking IS' development into an insurgency 

Earlier this week, the US Department of Defense’s Office of Inspector General (DoD OIG) released its quarterly 

report on the progress of Operation Inherent Resolve (OIR), which focused on the transition of Islamic State from 

a conventional force into a clandestine, hybrid organization. The report began by noting that ISIS has lost control 

of all the territory that it once held in Iraq and remains in control of only one percent of its former territory in Syria 

but cited a UN committee report that found that some of the group’s bureaucratic structures and funding 

mechanisms remained intact. Moreover, it highlighted conditions that allow ISIS fighters, especially those who 

are Iraqi nationals, to blend in with and, in some cases, receive support from sympathetic local communities. In 

part, these factors have enabled the militant group to transition from launching conventional operations to 

conducting an insurgency in parts of Iraq and Syria.  

 

In Iraq, the DoD said that violence mainly occurs in a “crescent of territory stretching from Anbar province in the 

west to Diyala province in the east” and takes the form of assassinations of tribal leaders, village elders, and 

other officials, intimidation of local populations, and attacks on power stations and infrastructure. The group 

effectively uses desert and mountainous terrain to thwart efforts to completely defeat it in those areas. In Syria, 

the group’s conventional capabilities are more pronounced, and it has launched attacks on both the Syrian 

regime and the US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). 

 

CJTF briefs on current anti-IS operations 

In a press briefing from Baghdad on 13 November, Combined Joint Task Force-Operation Inherent Resolve 

(CJTF-OIR) representatives briefed on the current operations to counter IS in Iraq. Maj. Gen. Christopher Ghika 

briefed that ISF supported by coalition partners continue to target IS who are attempting to regroup after their 

significant losses. ISF are currently conducting ‘Operation Last Warning’, a series of coordinated military efforts 

targeting the remaining pockets of IS fighters across the north and west of the country. ISF also recently 

strengthened their positions on the Iraq-Syria border, not only to prevent ISIS militants from fleeing the fighting in 

the Middle Euphrates River Valley in Syria, but also to support the efforts of the SDF across the border. In Salah 

al-Din province, ISF/CTF supported by the coalition, have conducted multiple strikes in recent days on the 
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Khanukah Mountain, killing a significant number of IS militants, including a number of their key leaders 

responsible for overseeing IS operations within Salah al-Din, Kirkuk, Nineveh and northern Anbar province. 

Ghika also said that a new non-combat NATO-led mission in Iraq, which will work to further develop Iraq's 

security institutions and structures, will be stood up in 2019. 

 

Baghdad wants regional coordination on countering extremism 

Iraq is hoping to work with its neighbours to counter ISIS ideology, Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi said on 

Tuesday (November 13). “Overcoming the ideology will take a long time, requiring broad coordination with 

neighbouring countries and other countries that want to help Iraq and are serious in fighting terror,” he said 

during his weekly press conference.  “Therefore, we are still committed to all agreements: bilateral or 

multilateral," he added.  “We monitor the current security situation and ensure Iraqis that security forces are in 

full control,” Abdul-Mahdi said on Tuesday.  He praised Iraqi forces and Peshmerga for "controlling the situation 

well." Acknowledging a recent resurgence of the group on the border with Syria, Abdul-Mahdi said Iraqi forces 

are in full control of the situation. Some 2,000 Iraqi citizens are currently estimated to be among ISIS ranks, he 

added. 

 

Factions in Kirkuk discuss formation of multi-ethnic security force 

Groups representing Kurds, Arabs, and Turkmens have proposed the formation of a unified armed force to 

oversee security in Kirkuk city. A spokesperson of the Arab Council in Kirkuk told press on November 09 that the 

Council made the suggestion to Kurdish and Turkmen officials during the latest round of talks. The proposal 

specifically excluded the participation of the Peshmerga and other Kurdish security forces. Proponents have 

advocated putting the force under the supervision of the Ministries of Interior and Defense in Baghdad. Initially, a 

brigade would handle security in the central areas of the governorate and, if that proved successful, the force 

would be expanded, and it would take over security for the entire governorate.  

 

A source in the New Generation Movement said that, while they supported the return of the Peshmerga, it was 

open to the idea of creating a unified force from all the groups in the city. The source added that the proposal 

was actively under discussion. The deputy head of the PUK in Kirkuk told press that the proposal has been 

presented during negotiations and that they would prefer the return of the Peshmerga. However, if that was not 

possible, they may accept the unified force as an alternative. Turkmen officials were reportedly supportive of the 

suggestion and believe that it would help to stabilize the security situation in the city.   

Economy 
 

Iraqi MPs fail to reach agreement on 2019 Budget 

Iraqi parliamentarians have once again failed to reach a consensus on the 2019 draft budget bill during 

Monday’s parliamentary session. As a result, the Iraqi Parliament will convene again on the November 20 to vote 

on the matter. The Speaker of Parliament, Mohammed al-Halbousi, also confirmed that two financial committees, 

one from the Council of Ministers and another from Parliament, will meet with political parties on the Sunday and 

Monday before the vote in order to aid negotiations on the terms of the budget. Amidst this, the Iraqi Minister of 

Finance, Fuad Hussain, has also expressed reservations regarding the budget and claimed that the budget was 

written by the previous government, but was not able to be changed due to “time constraints”. The fact that Abd 

al-Mahdi is experiencing overwhelming opposition, both in regard to his choices for the remaining ministerial 

positions and the current budget, does not bode well for his vision of resolving the many problems facing the 

country.  

 

US grants Iraq 45 days of relief from energy sanctions on Iran 

Iraq will be permitted to purchase energy from Iran until the end of December, US officials have announced.  

“The United States has given Iraq a temporary relief from the sanctions for 45 days to continue purchasing 

natural gas and electricity from Iran,” officials from the US Embassy in Iraq said in a Facebook video published 

on November 08.  “This relief gives Iraq time to start taking steps towards energy independence,” the video said. 

The United States has released piecemeal information regarding what Baghdad is permitted to do, through the 
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State Department in Washington, D.C., various officials, and the embassy in Iraq. The video includes officials 

speaking to the Iraqi people in Arabic saying, “There is a lot of misinformation out there on Iranian sanctions.” 

Iran is Iraq's largest trading partner and the southern provinces heavily depend on Iranian electricity imports. 

Iraq, as a whole, has an aging electrical grid that does not meet the needs of its rising population.   

 

Mahdi insists Iraq is granted permanent exemption from US Sanctions on Iran 

The Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, continues to strongly insist on his country being granted a 

permanent exemption from US sanctions on Iran.  During a meeting with the United States Ambassador to Iraq, 

Douglas Silliman, Abd al-Mahdi once again called on the US to grant Iraq a permanent waiver from sanctions on 

Iran. Abd al-Mahdi told Silliman that Iraq has no substitute for Iranian gas and electricity and that if the country is 

not granted a permanent exemption to US sanctions on Iran, the consequences will be disastrous. There are 

also reports that Abd al-Mahdi is seeking to travel to the US to meet with President Donald Trump to discuss the 

matter with him in person.  

 

Council of Ministers names Budget Review Committee 

The Iraqi Council of Ministers announced November 11 the composition of the committee that will review the 

2019 fiscal year draft budget, which ran into problems last week when it was first presented to parliament. “The 

Council of Ministers announced the formation of a committee headed by Finance Minister Fuad Hussein, who 

will work with the acting Deputy Finance Minister, the Deputy Planning Minister, the acting Deputy Health 

Minister, the head of the Provincial Planning and Development Council (PPDC), the economic adviser to the 

Prime Minister, and the head of the Legal Office of the Council of Ministers’ Secretariat, along with several other 

relevant parties, to revise the budget legislation for 2019,” the Council’s Secretariat said in a statement.  

 

It stressed that the committee will work in coordination with representatives from parliament, officials from the 

Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG), and representatives from the governorates, who will provide input on 

proposed changes. Also involved will be officials from the PPDC, which coordinates efforts between the 

governorates. The statement also affirmed that the committee is authorized to revise the legislation and, once it 

completes its work, it will forward the revised legislation to the Council of Ministers for further review.  

 

Iraq and Saudi Arabia agree to work together to stabilize oil markets 

Iraq and Saudi Arabia agreed on November 10 to work together to stabilize oil markets, Iraq’s Oil Ministry 

spokesman Asim Jihad said, without giving further details. During a meeting in Baghdad, Iraq and Saudi Arabia’s 

oil ministers also discussed an electricity grid connection between the two countries to meet Iraq’s power needs, 

he said according to Reuters. The Saudi oil minister Khalid al-Falih also met Iraqi Prime Minister Adil Abdul-

Mahdi.  

 

Iraq to resume export of Kirkuk oil via Kurdistan pipeline 

Iraq has said that the export of Kirkuk oil via the Kurdistan Region's pipeline will resume under an initial deal 

struck with the Kurdish government.  Between 50,000 and 100,000 barrels per day (bpd) are expected to be 

exported under the initial agreement, which stipulates the resumption of Kirkuk oil exports to the Turkish port of 

Ceyhan via the Kurdistan Region, Iraq's Ministry of Oil spokesman Aasim Jihad said.  Speaking to Rudaw 

website on 16 November, Jihad said the oil will be exported and marketed through Iraq's State Organisation for 

Marketing of Oil (SOMO).   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Turkish military activity in the northern Iraqi provinces of Dohuk and Erbil have once again been evident this 

week.  Press reports indicated that artillery shells thought to have been fired by Turkish military units hit a resort 

area in the Kurdistan Region on November 09, damaging the cars of picnickers who had to flee the area.  Locals 

and visiting tourists told Kurdistan 24 that they witnessed artillery barrages near the resort area of Ava Mark 

which lies in Shila-Dze sub-district, part of the Amedi district of Duhok Province. Some shared videos of the 

incident on social media as shells landed near the area. There were, however, no reported casualties.   

Meanwhile, the Turkish military said it had neutralized 15 Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) militants in airstrikes 

carried out on November 09 in the Zap, Gara and Avashin-Basyan regions of northern Iraq.  The statement said 

Turkish jets also destroyed shelters and weapon emplacements.  A further four PKK militants were killed in 

airstrikes carried out in Iraq’s Hakurk region, also in Erbil province on November 12. 

 

In relatively unusual occurrences, a roadside IED in the vicinity of Kifri district, Garmyan Administration, 

Sulaymaniyah Province left one civilian injured on November 10 according to an official.  The blast occurred 

while the victim, identified as Hemin Ali, a local farmer, was driving towards Qalla village in the area.  In addition, 

four suspected IS militants including a commander were also arrested in an operation on the outskirts of Kifri, 

Sulaymaniyah province. (NFDK) 
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Protest action has once again been evident.  A number of university students blocked the main road between 

Sulaymaniyah and Kirkuk provinces on the night of November 11, protesting against the "inefficient" public 

services in their dormitories in Sulaymaniyah.  The demonstrators claimed that the security forces have used 

tear gas on the students. The protesters were repeating the slogan of " where is your stability, your job 

opportunities, and your service" referring to the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan's electoral slogan during the 

Kurdistan Region's parliamentary elections. 

 

In Nineveh province this week, ISF EOD dismantled a bomb-laden vehicle in the Mithaq neighbourhood of 

eastern Mosul on the night of Nov 08, without incident and a PMF member of the 30th (Shabak) Bde was killed 

when an explosive device prematurely detonated as he tried to defuse it in the village of Tishkhrab in Bashika 

sub-district, north east of Mosul.  In addition, a member of the federal police force was killed by unidentified 

gunmen near the village of Sahaji, south west of Mosul 

 

In the restive town of Sinjar this week, dozens of people reportedly protested on November 09, calling for the 

governor of Nineveh province to meet with residents in the town and begin the process of forming a new, locally-

chosen administration in the district.  NRT Digital Media reporter Nazir Shingali said that people in Sinjar do not 

want the return of the PMF, or KDP officials as local people had been victimized when those entities controlled 

the area.  Shingali added that protesters demanded the formation of an  administration directly chosen by the 

people of Sinjar, so that they can govern the area themselves. Demonstrators insisted that they would reject any 

administrative arrangement not chosen by them and that they would continue to demand their rights. 

 

In Salah-al-Din, the US-led Coalition announced the killing of at least five senior IS members together with 

dozens more jihadists in a recent operation in the province.  “Iraqi Security Forces and Iraqi Counter Terrorism 

Services, supported by the Coalition forces, conducted multiple strikes against the Daesh [IS] targets on 

Khanukah Mountain in Salah-al-Din province resulting in the deaths of 5 x senior Daesh leaders and more than 

30 other militants,” the Coalition confirmed.  “The Daesh leaders killed in the strike were responsible for 

overseeing the operations conducted within Salah ad Din, Kirkuk, Nineveh and northern Anbar provinces.”  The 

other insurgents, according to the statement, were coordinating terrorist attacks against civilians and Iraqi forces 

in Kirkuk and Salah-Al-Din provinces, making IEDs and vehicle-borne improvised explosive devices for the 

jihadist group.  Meanwhile, a security source speaking to press on November 12 stated that IS militants have re-

emerged recently in the rural areas of Diyala and Salah-Al-Din provinces and have begun to operate in the 

villages of Sibe'at, Simed'a, Maita, and Albujum'a.  The source, citing intelligence reports, stated that the 

insurgents had used the recent evacuation of the village’s residents to their advantage and taken the opportunity 

to back-fill into the area.   Finally, two explosions occurred on November 14 injuring multiple individuals in the 

city of Tuz Khurmatu, on the eastern border of Salah-al-Din  province and the strategic road linking Baghdad and 

Kirkuk, sources said.  Sources in the town told press that the first attacks occurred late on the 14 th, using an IED 

and targeting a liquor store in the ‘Hai al-Shourti neighbourhood, which lies in the centre of the multi-ethnic town.  

Shops selling alcohol are rare in the predominantly conservative city made up of Turkmen, Arabs, Kurds, Shias, 

and Sunnis.  The second blast occurred on the same day in the Hai al-Tin neighbourhood of Tuz Khurmatu. The 

sources could not confirm the exact number of casualties from the two incidents.  There was no immediate claim 

of responsibility by any group, but it is consistent with attacks previously conducted in and around the area by IS 

militants. 

 

In Kirkuk province during the reporting period, 2 x US-led coalition warplanes hit IS targets in the Makhmour 

district area, southwest of Erbil on November 10.  The airstrikes were conducted in the areas known as Mount 

Qarachokh which has been reported as an IS location.  Meanwhile, according to a Rudaw special press report, 

Kirkuk villagers have stated that IS are successfully avoiding Iraqi security forces who only establish checkpoints 

on main roads in Kirkuk province.  They also said that IS gunmen aim to control a number of Kurdish villages in  

Dibis district.  "Daesh activity has grown in our territory and IS have kidnapped some people in our villages. The 

Peshmerga’s former frontlines at Kharaba Ruta, Nadrawa, Mushefa and Abu Khuja are now desolate and empty. 

This has a great impact on IS movements”, said Kazim Hamawandi, chieftain for Amsha village.  
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It was also reported that the Iraqi army and PMF reinforcements have now been deployed to the Makhmour 

region in response to increasing reports of IS militants in the area.  Coalition forces had previously reported 

killing 55 militants in the area over a two-day period at the end of October.  In addition, press reports this week 

stated that IS gunmen reportedly carried out an attack against a unit of Iraq federal police forces in the industrial 

zone of central Kirkuk on November 14.   An exchange of heavy fire was reported, although there were no 

reports of casualties.   

 

In Diyala province this week, incidents were typified by IS-attributed IDF attacks in Jalawla sub-district, north 

east of Baqubah, and Abu Saida and Al-Islah villages, also in the north east of the province.  In addition, the 

PMF’s 23rd Bde (Badr) reportedly destroyed one vehicle and killed several militants during a large-scale anti-IS 

security operation supported by air assets that commenced in the Meitah region near the Diyala-Salah-al-Din 

provincial boundary.  The Commander of Diyala operations, Brigadier General Mizhar al-Azzawi also announced 

on November 12 the start of a large-scale joint security operation supported by helicopters in the Hamrin Basin, 

55 km north east of Baqubah, aimed at eliminating IS sleeper cells. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

In Anbar province this week, widespread press reporting stated that Iraqi ground forces supported by US-led 

coalition troops conducted an air drop operation in the Albu Tiban region of western Ramadi district and arrested 

an IS terrorist known as Taha Salih Hummadi al-Mehlawi.  A second, similar operation was also recorded in 

Rawah district. Press reporting displayed photos of troops abseiling from Black Hawk helicopters. Separately, 

early on November 11, PMF artillery assets reportedly bombarded multiple IS targets inside the Syrian territories 

and thwarted an infiltration attempt as militants approached the Iraq-Syria border.   Other activity included a 

number of high-profile arrests with an active IS cell composed of six militants that specialized in both armouring 

and booby-trapping vehicles arrested in multiple raids carried by a military intelligence detachment of the 10th IA 

Infantry Division in Zankura and Qarya al-Assriya in Ramadi district.  

 

In addition, nine people were killed in Iraq’s Anbar province on November 12 when gunmen attacked the home 

of a Sunni tribal militia officer, security sources said.  Captain Misha’an Hazemawi and eight other people were 

killed when gunmen stormed Hazemawi’s house near the Karma district, some 16 km (10 miles) northeast of 

Falluja.  No group has claimed responsibility for the attack, but two security sources said Islamic State militants 

were behind it.  The officer was a member of the Tribal Mobilisation Forces, a network of Sunni militias that 

backed the government in its fight against Islamic State, the security sources said.   

 

Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has also stated this week that Iraqi forces are in full control of the border with 

Syria.  Abdul Mahdi said Islamic State (IS) militants in eastern Syria have been trying to infiltrate Iraq, but 

government forces have carried out "pre-emptive operations" to fully secure the border.  In his weekly press 
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conference on November 13, the prime minister also denied receiving any requests to dismantle the Joint 

Operations Command (JOC) in Baghdad and other provinces.  Iraqi military and Shia paramilitary forces had 

previously stated that they were reinforcing their presence along the Syrian border, after IS had reportedly 

recaptured positions from the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Security incidents in the City this week have conformed to regional norms, typified by tribal / criminal related SAF 

attacks, and low-yield IED detonations.  A security source said that a sound bomb IED detonated inside a 

civilian's house in Shaab area, Adhamiyah district on November 08, without causing casualties.  The incident 

was believed to be tribal-related.  In addition, on the afternoon of November 09, tribal clashes reportedly broke 

out in the Hay al-Jaza'ir area, also in Shaab, with light and medium weapons reportedly used.  One civilian was 

wounded when armed assailants threw a hand grenade at a house in Urr neighbourhood of Shaab, Adhamiyah 

district and unidentified gunmen carrying silenced weapons shot and killed a civilian during an attempted 

carjacking in the Kasra-Wa-Atash area of Sadr City in eastern Baghdad.  A civilian was reported to have been 

abducted at gunpoint in Palestine Street in Rusafah district on November 11. 

 

In an unusual incident, unconfirmed reports claimed that on the afternoon of November 11, Sheikh Sami-al-

Masoudi (affiliated with the Islamic Fadhila Party), and Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) senior figure (Shiite 

Endowment Vice President) survived an assassination attempt when unidentified armed assailants shot at his 

motorcade whilst transiting an unspecified location IVO the Two-Story Bridge in al-Jadriyah area of Baghdad city.  

No casualties were reported however.   

 

Low-level protest action has also been evident this week.  On the morning of November 11, dozens of temporary 

employees reportedly staged a sit-in outside the state-owned electric power production company, IVO the 

Za'franiya' entrance Karada, district, to demand permanent employment and on the afternoon of November 11, 

dozens of Baghdad international airport (BIAP) temporary employees staged a sit-in outside the Ministry of 
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Transportation in Rusafah district demanding permanent employment. Also on the morning of November 11, 

dozens of undergraduate students from the provinces of Basra, Dhi Qar, Diwaniyah, Babel and Baghdad, 

demonstrated in front of the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research in Rusafah district, protesting 

an alleged recent ministerial directive order concerning exam grading.   

 

In the wider province during the period, a civilian was shot and injured in a close-quarter shooting by gunmen 

carrying suppressed weapons in Radwaniyah, south west of Baghdad and a joint force of the 59th Bde, 6th Iraqi 

Army Infantry Division and the Commando Battalion of the 2nd Federal Police Division killed an IS militant 

wearing explosives-rigged vest in a raid on a suspected hideout near the Ibn Sina chemical research facility in 

Tarmiyah.  It was also reported that the Mayor of Madain district Fadil Bora Jouda had told press that the 

Chinese Genghua Oil Company, which is responsible for oil exploration in the district, had been threatened and 

blackmailed by a group known as the “Special Committee” (NFDK).  He added that this group directly interferes 

with the work of the company and extorts money from contractors and technicians in exchange for allowing them 

to work in the area.  Jouda stated that he had informed the governor of Baghdad and the Baghdad Operations 

Command and also the relevant security agencies. 

 

In other notable incidents, a civilian was shot and killed by unidentified gunmen carrying silenced weapons in 

Nahrawan district, south east of Baghdad and armed assailants carrying suppressed weapons reportedly shot 

and killed a civilian in Saba al-Bour, north of Baghdad.  Finally, on the afternoon of November 13, armed 

assailants carrying suppressed weapons shot and wounded a civilian in Boub al-Sham.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In what appeared to be coordinated multi-province demonstrations this week, employees of the Ministry of 

Electricity on temporary contract demonstrated in Kut city (Wasit province), the Hillah power plant in Babel 

province,  Nasiriyah thermal power station in Dhi Qar province, the Diwaniyah power plant in al-Haffar region,  

the Karbala power plant, and the electricity distribution company in Samawah, Muthanna province.  The 

protestors were all reportedly demanding permanent employment within the electricity sector.    

 

In Babel on November 13, a tribal skirmish reportedly erupted in al-Nile sub-district, north of Hillah, which 

resulted in one civilian bystander being killed whilst he transited Route Tampa south and two members of the 

PMF were reportedly injured in an IED strike on their vehicle in the the area of Bahbahan, Jarf al-Sakhr, 

northwest of Hilla.   

 

In Basra province, on the night of November 09, a tribal-related skirmish erupted in the Qarmat Ali area, north of 

Basra, resulting in five civilian bystanders wounded - four suspects were subsequently arrested.  In addition, on 

November 10, three persons were wounded in an armed tribal dispute that broke out in al-Jami'at neighbourhood 

of Basra city.  The fighting lasted for approximately 20 minutes, with light and medium weapons reportedly used.  

On the afternoon of November 09, an exchange of gunfire between two neighbours (one of which was an off-

duty ISF intelligence officer) was recorded in Hay al-Muallimeen in Zubair district following an argument between 

young children with no casualties reported.  Dozens of civilians demanding job opportunities also staged an 

open-ended sit-in outside the water injection plant of WQ-2 concession on November 10.  It was reported that 

the demonstration continued the following day, and although protester numbers did not increase, approximately 
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25 people were reported.  According to a local source, the BOC representative and the West Qurna 2 Oil Police 

commander met with the protesters’ leader and all agreed to jointly go to BOC HQ to meet the senior 

management.  It is not clear if the issue has now been resolved.  In addition, on November 13, a small group of 

protesters demonstrated in Basra City, demanding the province be given more control over its own affairs by 

being made a semi-autonomous region, similar to the Kurdistan Region.  Belated reporting indicates that on the 

night of November 08, dozens of civilians demanding better local services and job opportunities demonstrated in 

Albu Hilwa village of Qarmat Ali, north of Basra with Route Topeka reportedly blocked with burning tyres for a 

period of time and on November 14, dozens of employees of the Ministry of Electricity on temporary contract 

demonstrated IVO al-Shuhada square in Qurna district, demanding permanent employment. 

 

In other security incidents this week, a low-yield IED weighing 100 grams and composed of a quantity of 

explosives, a fuse and detonating cord, exploded outside a civilian's house at an unspecified location north of 

central Basra city, causing material damage only.  The private residence of a doctor was also reportedly 

subjected to a tribal-related small arms fire attack in Mahalat al-Shimal area of Zubair district on November 09.  

Again, no casualties were reported. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon 
systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel 
and our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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