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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Rocket attacks directed at the International Zone and assessed to target the US Embassy in response to 

President Trump’s visit, highlight elevated anti-US sentiments and willingness from pro-Iranian factions to target 

US interests in the country.  This is not unprecedented or unexpected, and absent a significant escalation in 

anti-US hostilities it is unlikely to affect commercial operations on the ground.  The GoI’s response also highlight 

that US-Iraqi relations remain driven by pragmatic recognition of the necessity of continued western military 

and commercial support which is unlikely to change.  

 

▪ The International zone remains open for public access during limited hours until further notice.  On January 03 

Prime Minister Mahdi announced another extension to the International Zone opening hours from 17:00hrs to 

09:00hrs.  The protest by families of ISF ‘martyrs’ on January 23, saw the crowd pass through ECP 5 to the 

south of the International Zone (IZ) but were halted before entering the IZ proper.  Although the IZ was not 

breached, this event serves as a reminder that the drawing down of some physical security measures around 

the IZ may embolden demonstrators to attempt to march into the IZ during future protests.  

 

▪ Political tensions remain high in Basra following a number of protests in Basra City.  On January 18, 2019, the 

latest in a series of demonstrations calling for the dismissal of the Governor was dispersed by ISF using tear 

gas.  Further protest activity, with an associated risk of violence, can be expected in Basra City in the short 

term as long as political tensions remain high.  

 

▪ IS activity is expected to remain high in the northern provinces, including Nineveh, Kirkuk and Diyala province, 

especially in the rural areas.  The group is likely to continue its asymmetric campaign through hit and run 

attacks, targeted assassination and terrorism to challenge ISF control in these areas.  While the group is 

assessed to retain intent to stage attacks in Baghdad and the southern provinces, its capability in restricted as 

evidenced by a continuing decline in high-profile attacks in these areas.  

 

▪ Political focus now remains on the four Cabinet of Minister positions that remain unresolved, including those of 

the Defence and Interior Ministers.  Opposition from Moqtada Al-Sadr’s Sairoun alliance to the selection of 

partisan figures for the remaining posts means that there is an associated risk of demonstrations as tensions 

remain high, especially in Baghdad.   

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Parliament approves 2019 Federal Budget 
Iraq's parliament approved the 2019 budget after an hours-long vote early on January 24, ending weeks of 

deadlock over allocations to different provinces and privatisation of state projects. The budget projected oil exports 

of 3.88 million barrels per day (bpd), up from 3.8 million bpd for the previous year, at a price of $56 per barrel, an 

increase from the $46 the 2018 budget was based on. Iraq's 2019 budget of $112bn includes payment of salaries 

for the Peshmerga, the military force for the semi-autonomous Kurdish region, a move that lawmakers said might 

help ease tension between Baghdad and Erbil, the capital of the Kurdistan region.  

More rumours of US deployments in Iraq despite PM denial 
More than 25 per cent of foreign troops, most of which were American, have pulled out of Iraq in 2018, Iraqi Prime 

Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi said this week.  Abdul-Mahdi’s statement comes a month after the US announced that 

it would withdraw its troops from Syria and use Iraq as “base” when necessary.  Speaking at a press conference 

on January 15, Abdul-Mahdi said that “in January 2018 there were about 11,000 foreign troops in Iraq, 70 percent 

of which were American”. Yet “in December of the same year, the total number of foreign troops has dropped to 

8,000, including 6,000 Americans,” he added.   

Draft bill to end US / Iraq relationship mooted 
While political developments have been slow in Iraq following the end of the Parliament’s legislative term, a 

document – believed to be a draft bill – has called for the end of Iraq’s strategic security relationship with the United 

States. Floating around on social media and local media sources, the document outlines a number of policy 

positions. These include the removal of all US troops from Iraqi territory and the closure of all military bases that 

belong to the United States in Iraq.  

Turkish ban on flights to Sulaymaniyah lifted 
Meanwhile, the Turkish Minister of Transport, Cahit Turhan, announced that the ban in flights to Sulaymaniyah 

International Airport would be lifted on January 25. The flights were supposed to resume earlier, although ‘technical 

issues’ have delayed this by a few days.  

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

Parliament approves 2019 Federal Budget 

Iraq's parliament approved the 2019 budget after an hours-long vote early on January 24, ending weeks of 

deadlock over allocations to different provinces and privatisation of state projects. The budget projected oil exports 

of 3.88 million barrels per day (bpd), up from 3.8 million bpd for the previous year, at a price of $56 per barrel, an 

increase from the $46 the 2018 budget was based on. Iraq's 2019 budget of $112bn includes payment of salaries 

for the Peshmerga, the military force for the semi-autonomous Kurdish region, a move that lawmakers said might 

help ease tension between Baghdad and Erbil, the capital of the Kurdistan region. The 3.88 million bpd of oil 

exports includes 250,000 from the Kurdish region. Exports from northern Kirkuk resumed after a year-long halt in 

November.  Kurdish lawmakers welcomed the move to pay salaries of their forces, even though these are not 

under the direct command of the Baghdad government.   

 

Draft bill to end US / Iraq relationship mooted 

While political developments have been slow in Iraq following the end of the Parliament’s legislative term, a 

document – believed to be a draft bill – has called for the end of Iraq’s strategic security relationship with the United 

States. Floating around on social media and local media sources, the document outlines a number of policy 

positions. These include the removal of all US troops from Iraqi territory; the closure of all military bases that belong 

to the United States in Iraq; and, quarterly report by the Minister of Defence and the Iraqi Army’s Chief of Staff to 

the Iraqi Parliament to “assure the Iraqi people” of the steps taken to carry out the previously stated policies. This 

draft bill comes after months of pressure by anti-American parties and groups who have been lobbying for the Iraqi 

Government to take action to ensure that US troops pull out of Iraq. For the bill to become an implementable piece 

of legislation, it will need to be approved and proposed by the Council of Ministers and approved by the Presidency 

of Iraq.  Given the efforts made by Baghdad to maintain its cordial relationship with the US and its reliance on US 

financial and military support, the Iraqi Government is not likely to sponsor this bill or enact its implementation. 

Rather than being an implementable piece of policy, the possible purpose of such a bill is to create a political and 

social environment in Iraq that is excessively hostile to the US and its presence in the country. 

 

Iraq’s Basra tribal council says PM’s visit 'mere propaganda' 

An Iraqi tribal council has described Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi’s surprise visit to the southern province of 

Basra as “mere propaganda”.  The head of Basra Tribal Council, Sheikh Raed al-Furaiji, said the prime minister 

can resolve Basra problems from the capital Baghdad without having to visit Basra, the privately-owned Shafaq 

News website said on January 20.  “A high-profile delegation from Basra, including government officials, MPs, 

tribal chiefs, and residents met the prime minister in Baghdad two months ago and he promised to resolve the 

province’s problems and meet the demonstrators’ demands,” the website quoted Furaiji as saying.  “But nothing 

of such promises have been materialised on the ground,” he added.  Meanwhile, member of Basra provincial 

council Ghanim al-Mayahi told Al-Ghad Press website that Abdul Mahdi’s “surprise” visit was meant to “disparage 

the local government and showed disrespect to the province and its residents”.  Earlier in the day, Abdul Mahdi 

arrived in Basra and inspected a number of public projects.   

 

Turkey will reopen consulates in Mosul and Basra in 2019 

Turkish Foreign Ministry spokesman Hami Aksoy announced that Turkey plans on reopening consulates in Mosul 

and Basra in 2019.  Aksoy also added “Efforts are continuing for the opening of the Ovaköy Border crossing with 

Iraq. Trade relations between the two countries will greatly improve after the opening of the border crossing.”  

Senior PUK figure calls for 'partnership' in Iraqi Kurdistan 

A senior figure of one of the top parties in the Iraqi Kurdistan Region, Bafel Talabani, has delivered a strongly 

worded statement on government formation and issues relating to Kirkuk directed at rival Kurdish party.  Talabani's 

party, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), published his comments on its website PUK-media on January 23.  
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Talabani spoke about the Kurdistan Region government formation, which has been discussed at talks with its rival 

and elections winner the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP).  He said the era of accepting "subordination and 

marginalisation" was over for the PUK and reiterated the party's call for "true partnership" in governing the 

Kurdistan Region.  He added that the PUK's condition for joining the next cabinet is that it must first "reach a 

political agreement about ways of governing the [Kurdistan] Region... and carrying out radical change and reform 

in all institutions of governance".  The two parties are seeking to form a government following elections in 

September. With 45 seats the KDP has more than double those of the PUK, but it is seeking PUK participation.  

However, there are a number of sticking points relating to posts and relations with Baghdad and Kirkuk.  He said 

that his party was working for "Kurdish unity" because any Kurdish national decision should be supported by all 

parties as the "era of unilateralism has ended".  He said that all Kurdish parties should also support efforts by Iraqi 

President Barham Saleh to resolve Erbil-Baghdad issues and realise Kurdish rights because he is the 

representative of "all" parties in Baghdad.  "We will no longer accept the arrest or insult of any PUK cadre for any 

reason," he added, referring to recent arrests of party members by the KDP, which coincided with PUK arrests of 

KDP members. 

  

'No room for discussion or compromise' 

Talabani also reiterated PUK demands on the northern city of Kirkuk, which he said his party would not abandon.  

On the thorny issue of who will fill the post of governor he said: "We will not compromise on the matter of the Kirkuk 

governor post... I assure you that the Kirkuk governor will be Kurdish and will be from the PUK. There is no room 

for discussion or compromise."  A PUK official was governor between 2003 and 2017. The PUK's efforts to regain 

the post have so far proven unsuccessful, partly because it has lacked the backing of the KDP.  He also urged the 

people of Kirkuk to pay no attention to Kurdish media outlets which he said seek the deterioration of the situation 

in the city, saying "a new situation will arise soon" that would satisfy everyone. 

  

PUK's 'decision-making centre' 

Speaking about the state of his party, which has been weakened by splits since his father and PUK leader Jalal 

Talabani died in 2017, Talabani said that the PUK now has "one decision-making centre".  This could be an indirect 

reference to some PUK senior members, such as deputy leader Kosrat Rasul, who were seen as subordinate to 

the KDP before.  Rasul was one of several PUK officials who strongly backed the KDP-led Kurdish independence 

referendum in 2017.  Talabani also said that the party would hold a "renewal" conference, which would not be 

used to remove any member, and that the party would be re-organised the party based on "reward and 

punishment" measures.  He was speaking at a meeting of the party's Central Council in Sulaymaniyah on the 

same day.  Talabani holds no formal title within the party, but he is the son of Hero Ibrahim Ahmad, its de facto 

current leader, and he has risen to prominence as a senior figure in recent years. 

Security 
 

Transfer of security responsibility from Iraqi Army to Police in central and south 

The Defence and Security Committee in the Iraqi Parliament has reportedly reached an agreement with the 

National Army Chief of Staff, Othman al-Ghanmi, to transfer security responsibilities in central and southern parts 

of the country from the army to police apparatuses, and specifically to the Ministry of Interior. Seven Iraqi provinces 

are set to be the first to undergo this transition. Northern and western provinces are not included in this plan as 

the ISF are still operational in those areas of the country. Security affairs have long been undertaken almost 

exclusively by the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF), with local and federal police often taking a passive role in security 

affairs. This arrangement has put a heavy burden on the already strained Iraqi Army and has allowed more 

localised security institutions to erode. According to Nayef al-Shimmeri, this strategy will entail making sure that 

all three security agencies – local police, Federal Police and the ISF – play an active role in maintaining security.  

 

All Iraqi borders to come under federal control  

According to single source press reporting the Federal Government in Baghdad has ordered all borders in the KR-

I to come under federal control and the removal of internal checkpoints.  “All Kurdistan Region’s border crossings 

will be governed by the Iraqi border crossing board,” the Council of Ministers decreed on Wednesday, according 
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to a statement made public on January 18.  Employees at the borders will be “residents of the Kurdistan Region, 

have skills and expertise in their field of work, and affiliated with the border crossing board,” it added.  The Finance 

Ministry’s customs board will also conduct “temporary patrols” in the Region to monitor imports.   In addition, the 

Council of Ministers ordered the dissolution of three checkpoints in Kirkuk.  The decisions reached by the Council 

of Ministers this week came after several rounds of talks and a visit to Baghdad by Kurdistan Regional Government 

Planning Minister Ali Sindi.  The decisions will be implemented “in nearest future,” Sindi told Rudaw press on 

January 19. 

 

 

More rumours of US deployments in Iraq despite PM denial 

More than 25 per cent of foreign troops, most of which were American, have pulled out of Iraq in 2018, Iraqi Prime 

Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi said this week.  Abdul-Mahdi’s statement comes a month after the US announced that 

it would withdraw its troops from Syria and use Iraq as “base” when necessary.  Speaking at a press conference 

on January 15, Abdul-Mahdi said that “in January 2018 there were about 11,000 foreign troops in Iraq, 70 percent 

of which were American”. Yet “in December of the same year, the total number of foreign troops has dropped to 

8,000, including 6,000 Americans,” he added.   

 

Later this week, Iraqi sources reported that the US army was looking for new locations to establish military bases 

in the two towns of al-Ramadi and Fallujah in al-Anbar province.  The Arabic-language al-Maloumeh news website 

quoted an Iraqi security source as saying that a number of US military advisors along with army forces travelled 

to the 'Military Farm' region in Eastern Fallujah to find a location for their new base.  He added that the US forces 

have located a number of positions in different parts of al-Ramadi and said that they want to set up new bases in 

the province.  The source underlined that the reason for the US decision to establish new bases in al-Anbar and 

redeployment of forces in the province is not clear.  Large US military convoys arrived in Fallujah in al-Anbar 

province last Saturday to allegedly establish a military headquarters in the region, Iraqi media sources said.  The 

source noted that the US convoys had arrived as American troops were preparing to reopen a former military 

headquarters in the Eastern entrance gate of Fallujah city. 

 

In addition, Media reports from Iraq published photographs purportedly showing US military vehicles being carried 

by trucks to the Baiji area in Salah-al-Din province. According to the reports, an unknown number of US marines 

have also arrived at the base.  It was not clear from where the US troops originated from although some press 

speculate that this was part of a redeployment of Syrian-based US troops.   The alleged relocation of the US troops 

comes as US has announced it is withdrawing from Syria, with reports suggesting the possibility of initially moving 

the troops from Syria to Iraq before they fly back home.  Iraqi Shi’ite factions have repeatedly opposed to the US 

military presence in Iraq, threatening that they would target the foreign forces if the Iraqi parliament fails to force 

them out with the help of a new law.  On January 18, Kurdish politician and former foreign minister of Iraq, Hoshyar 

Zebari, also warned on new emerging problems in the country at the wake of growing hostility between the Iranian-

backed Shi’ite forces and the US.  “Iraqi Shia [Shi’ite] leaders advised by Iran are pressing hard to evict USA forces 

from Iraq by a parliamentary vote. Key political issue soon,” Zebari wrote on his official Twitter account. 

 

Finally, reports in January that PMUs had prevented US troops from carrying out a recce mission in Anbar were 

refuted by the coalition on January 19.  The U.S.-led international coalition's Combined Joint Task Force Operation 

Inherent Resolve (CJTF-OIR) said the operation in western Anbar earlier this week was coordinated with the Iraqi 

Security Forces (ISF) and the purpose of it was to survey Iraqi border security posts with Syria as a part of the 

ongoing effort to defeat IS.  "This survey was planned, coordinated and conducted with the ISF, and occurred 

without incident," CJTF-OIR stated.   

 

The response from the coalition came as Iraq's PMU in a statement said it had prevented the U.S. forces with the 

anti-IS coalition from carrying out a "suspicious reconnaissance" operation on the Iraqi border with Syria.  "The 

Anbar command of the Mobilization Forces prevented the American forces from completing the survey, forcing 

them to return to their base and not to approach the units of Popular Mobilization Forces," Qasem Musleh, the 
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PMF field operations commander in Anbar, said in the statement.   Musleh accused the U.S. of violating Iraqi 

sovereignty, claiming the U.S.-led coalition collected "dangerous" information about the Iraqi border patrol, the 

number of combat points, the quantity of ammunition, the type of weaponry and the number of personnel present 

at each border point.  American provocations have come to reveal secret information about our troops stationed 

at the border," he said, adding, "This information reveals the secret of the forces stationed there, making it easy to 

target." 

 

Iran ready to “eliminate Israel from earth” 

Iran has said that it is ready to fight Israel and "eliminate it from the Earth" after Tel Aviv carried out air raids against 

a number of Iranian targets in Syria. The comment was made by the head of Iran's Air Force Brigadier General 

Aziz Nasirzadeh where he also confirmed that the airstrikes struck munition storage facilities within Damascus 

International Airport, an Iranian intelligence site and a military training camp. "The young people in the air force 

are fully ready and impatient to confront the Zionist regime and eliminate it from the Earth," he said, as quoted by 

The Independent.  The official also pointed out that 11 people were killed in the attack, while the Russian Military 

said that four Syrian forces among the killed.  

 

IS claims destroying power generators in Iraq's Diyala 

IS has claimed destroying electricity generators in the eastern Iraqi province of Diyala, as part of continued attacks 

targeting the "economic interests of apostates". In a brief statement, IS said its militants set five generators and a 

poultry farm on fire in the area of Buhriz on 16 January 16. The generators and farm belonged to a "spy" working 

for the Iraqi army, the jihadist group added.  The latest IS claim was issued via the group's channels on January 

18 on the messaging app Telegram. 

 

Erdogan vows not to allow a second ‘Northern Iraq’ in Syria 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on January 20 reiterated his government’s plans to destroy the Kurdish-

led autonomous region in northern Syria, which he likened to the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, stating he would never 

tolerate it. Addressing an economic forum in Turkey’s capital of Ankara, Erdogan gave his understanding of “the 

safe zone” in Syria his American counterpart Donald Trump first mentioned for the US-partnered Kurds over a 

week ago amid a debate surrounding the latter’s shockingly abrupt order to withdraw troops from Syria. “We are 

talking of a safe zone against terrorists. We cannot give consent to an implementation similar to that in Northern 

Iraq,” the Turkish president said, referring to the 1991-2003 zone that US-led world powers created to keep the 

former Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein’s genocidal army in check, a situation that soon led to the formation of the 

Kurdistan Region after the Second Gulf War.  

 

Erbil, Baghdad to form high-level joint military committee for security coordination 

The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) and the Federal Government of Iraq are set to form a joint, high-level 

military committee to increase coordination between both sides and provide security in the disputed territories, a 

Kurdish Peshmerga official said on January 22.  Erbil and Baghdad previously established a high-level joint military 

committee in 2009 to coordinate in the disputed areas, including the ethnically diverse province of Kirkuk.  The 

committee was dissolved following the takeover of the disputed areas, including Kirkuk by ISF and PMF units.  

“The Iraqi government has decided to re-activate or re-create a high-level military committee between Erbil and 

Baghdad, which was previously established under the supervision of the US,” Salar Mohammed Jabar, a deputy 

Chief of Staff of the Kurdistan Region’s Peshmerga Ministry, told the Kurdistan Democratic Party’s (KDP) website 

on January 22.  “The Kurdistan Region is also planning to work on creating the committee, which will be responsible 

for facilitating military and security coordination between Erbil and Baghdad.” Jabar stressed that the establishment 

of the joint committee would be under the supervision of the US.  “In the past, two military and security members 

from the Kurdistan Region were among the leadership of the joint committee,” the military official added. “It’s 

unclear who the Kurdish members will be, but they will definitely be representatives from the Kurdistan Region’s 

Interior and Peshmerga Ministries”.  The formation of the committee comes as the Islamic State’s activities are on 

the rise in many areas within disputed territories.  Over the past years, the US-led coalition against IS has 

repeatedly called on Erbil and Baghdad to coordinate and cooperate to prevent the re-emergence of the militant 
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group.  The Secretary-General of the Peshmerga Ministry, Jabar Yawar, told Kurdistan 24 on January 22 that Erbil 

and Baghdad had reached “an understanding” to provide “better security and military coordination,” but that no 

official steps or meetings have taken place in this regard. 

Economy 
 

Turkish ban on flights to Sulaymaniyah lifted 

Meanwhile, the Turkish Minister of Transport, Cahit Turhan, announced that the ban in flights to Sulaymaniyah 

International Airport would be lifted on Friday (January 25). The flights were supposed to resume earlier, although 

‘technical issues’ have delayed this by a few days. Kurdish businesses and the economy rely heavily on trade and 

economic relations with Turkey, and it is believed that the suspension of flights between Turkey and Sulaymaniyah 

has had a largely negative impact on the province’s local economy. According to official reports, the suspension 

of flights to the Kurdistan Region resulted in a 36% decrease in air traffic at the Sulaimani International Airport. In 

recent months, the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) has expanded its diplomatic efforts to mend its relationship 

with Turkey and has taken a harder stance on the PKK in a bid to sway Ankara to lift its ban on flights to 

Sulaymaniyah. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In the Kurdistan region, Turkish airstrikes have continued throughout the reporting period. Turkish warplanes 

launched airstrikes near Sidekan in Iraqi Kurdistan’s Erbil Province on January 20 and at least six PKK militants 

were killed during airstrikes in the Zap, Sinat-Haftanin and Hakurk regions.  

 

It was also reported that Kurdish security forces (Assayish) opened fire on farmers who were demonstrating in the 

Sheikhan district in the province of Dohuk. Farmers reportedly came out to protest against the KRG for what they 

described as the unfair distribution of land to farmers by the regional government.  

 

Meanwhile, in Nineveh province, the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) affiliated BasNews agency claimed PMU 

forces have recently demolished ten houses belonging to Kurdish families in the Bartella subdistrict of Nineveh 

province.  The town was reportedly evacuated in 2014 after IS swept across the northern provinces.  The locals 

had returned to their homes after the liberation of Mosul in 2016, but once again fled to the Kurdistan Region in 

October 2017 when PMF took over the region following the aftermath of the Kurdish independence referendum.  

Ali Mlham, a KDP representative in Bartella, said that the PMF have now turned the land into a military training 

base after destroying the houses.  Separately, Iraqi forces, backed by U.S.-led international coalition, reportedly 

clashed with IS militants and carried out airstrikes in northern and western Iraq this week, destroying 10 IS hideouts 
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and killing at least five extremist militants. The Iraqi Defence Ministry said that the troops detonated more than 730 

explosive devices in different areas, while Iraqi and coalition aircraft bombarded 10 IS hideouts as well as targeting 

a booby-trapped car.  It was also reported that the Iraqi Government has closed the border crossing between 

Sinjar and areas in Syria under the control of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). The decision has been met 

with criticism by Kurds in the area who say that such a move will cut people off from their families.  

 

In Salah-al-Din province, IPS ambushed a local IS leader named Saad Mahmoud Mahdi, also known as Abu 

Waqqas north west of Dhuluiya Airport with 3 x IEDs and 1 x assault rifle found in his possession. Waqqas is said 

to be responsible for IS activities in southern Salah-al-Din province and parts of the adjacent Diyala province.   

 

In Kirkuk province this week, an IS sleeper cell comprising four terrorists was arrested in an intelligence-led 

operation in the village of Qara Tepe in Yaychbi sub-district of Kirkuk and one ISF member was killed and three 

others were wounded in a suicide VBIED attack on a security checkpoint in Riyadh sub-district of Hawijah. 

Meanwhile, it was reported that PM Mahdi has ordered the withdrawal of Iraq’s Counter Terrorist Unit (CTU) forces 

from Kirkuk province.  The Joint Operations Command (JOC) issued a statement, saying that the CTU had been 

deployed to Kirkuk for over a year and had contributed to many successful operations in the city and the wider 

province. Unconfirmed reports suggest that the CTU will be replaced by the 61st Brigade of the ‘Special Division’ 

which was said to be currently Baghdad-based.   

 

Meanwhile, the KDP and the PUK are reportedly still in disagreement about the Kirkuk Governorship. The KDP 

has given the PUK three possible options of how to resolve the current deadlock. The first option they give is for 

the former Governor of Kirkuk, Najmaldin Karim, to return to his post. The second option is that the post is given 

to an independent figure. The third option is to table the issue once the KDP returns to Kirkuk. Given Karim’s 

hostility to Baghdad, the Iraqi Government is unlikely to accept his return to the post. Furthermore, since 2017, 

Karim has become increasingly close to the KDP and has fallen out with the PUK’s leadership. It is therefore 

unlikely that they will agree for him to take up a position as politically valuable and sensitive as the Governorship 

of Kirkuk. It is also in the PUK’s interest to reach an agreement with the KDP over this matter before their return 

to the city as there is a fear that the KDP will use their presence to exert more pressure on the PUK to concede. 

Therefore, the only option that would appear feasible for the PUK is the nomination of an independent figure to 

take up the post. The question remains whether the two parties will be able to reach a consensus on an 

“independent” figure. 

 

Another busy reporting period was evident in Diyala province, highlighting a resurgence of IS activity that has 

manifested throughout January 2019.  The PMUs reportedly carried out a large security operation to pursue IS 

remnants north-east of Baquba.  "A combat force of the 4th Brigade in the popular crowd carried out a security 

operation to chase the Daesh cells in the vicinity of Hamrin Lake, an extension to the district of Khanaqin northeast 

of Baquba", a security source told the NINA press agency.  "The operation aimed at securing the strategic road 

link between Hamrin Lake and the Khanaqin district and preventing terrorist gangs from targeting civilians", he 

said.  In addition, and highlighting civilian frustration over the deteriorating security situation, it was reported that 

residents of Abu Karma village in the Waqf agricultural basin were continuing to hold a sit-in protest over what they 

say were repeated night-time attacks by IS insurgents who are currently using the groves in the Al-Mukhisa north-

east of Baqubah as a base to launch their attacks.  Meanwhile, it was reported that the Deputy Governor of Diyala 

province Raad al-Dahlaki, has asked PM Mahdi to dispatch ISF reinforcements to the province after the shelling 

of a number of villages.   He said in a press statement that "the village of Mukhisa in the province of Diyala is under 

constant bombardment and mortar shells from neighbouring villages controlled by militias (SIC) trying to extend 

control over the rest of the areas", noting that "the situation is very confusing and there is a state of fear among 

the citizens who are worried that there will be a repeat of the ethnic cleansing and sectarianism that has happened 

after 2007”.   

 

IS militants also reportedly attacked a federal police base in the village of Sharik, west of Khanaqin, on the evening 

of January 20.  One member of the police was killed and another wounded, according to the residents of the 
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village.  The militants reportedly fled to a forested area near Sirwan after the attack.  Residents of the village stated 

that they would defend their village in coordination with the Iraqi police and that they had also engaged the militants 

during the incident.  In addition, on the afternoon of January 20, three mortars also reportedly impacted in the 

same village, without causing casualties,  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

In Anbar province this week, an unconfirmed, uncorroborated report yesterday in the Qatarai London-based al-

Araby al-Jadid news website claimed that Iraqi army has started a large-scale disarmament operation in Amriyat 

al-Fallujah, allegedly focused on the pro-government Sunni tribal militia (Albu Issa clan). According to a local 

security source a quantity of unlicensed heavy weapons was confiscated and local residents were allowed to keep 

one piece of firearm in their homes.  

 

Further information has also come to light on ISF strikes into Syria on January 18.  According to reports, Iraqi Shia 

militias reportedly killed and wounded 35 members of the Islamic State (IS) group in the attack. “The Shia-led 

Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) artillery units have targeted an IS group in the Susah area, located in Albu 

kamal district in northeastern Syria”, the website of the PMF reported on January 18.  According to intelligence 

information, the group was planning to attack Iraqi forces, prompting the PMF to carry out a preemptive operation 

against them, the website quoted the head of Anbar operations, Qasim Saleh, as saying.  Saleh added that among 

those killed were three IS leaders. 

 

ISF EOD reportedly dismantled a bomb-laden vehicle (reportedly a new white Hyundai) parked in the vicinity of 

Fallujah Electricity Directorate building, without incident.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

According to unconfirmed reports, the area of the Cross Swords and Tomb of the Unknown Soldier within the 

International Zone (IZ) may at some time in the future be open to the public to allow access - no time frame has 

however been mentioned.  Based on the current opening times (1700-0900hrs) the opening of the main transit 

route along 14 July Street may also be extended to 24 hours.  This may take place, providing there are no 

significant security incidents, within the next 7-10 days according to reports.  An official announcement on this is 

unlikely beforehand, as per the confused and contradictory messages issued for the initial opening in late 

2018.  Following observations of the entry CP on the main transit route within the IZ, considerable variations in 

security stops and checks for transiting vehicles have been noted, possibly suggesting a degree of complacency 

has set in.  It is assessed that the security integrity of the areas to the east of 14 July Street remains better than 

to the west of the main transit route. 

 

In Baghdad City, at approximately 0630hrs on the morning of January 23 an explosion was audible in close 

proximity to the IZ.  The BOC reported that it was caused by the detonation of a magnetic IED (MAIED) which had 

been emplaced on a vehicle belonging to a Government of Iraq employee. The incident reportedly took place 

outside of the IZ to the north of the Rasheed hotel.   

 

In addition, at approximately 1315hrs on January 23, a crowd of demonstrators numbering between 100 – 200 

gained access through ECP 5 (GardaWorld spot Yellow 12) and proceeded along the 14th July Bridge towards the 

International Zone.  Reports indicate that the crowd were contained on the 14th July Bridge by ISF before they 

reached the 14th July roundabout within the IZ proper.  The crowd later dispersed without incident.   
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In the wider Baghdad province, activity trends again conformed to long-standing patterns with hostilities 

accordingly driven by local disputes and criminality.  A civilian was shot and injured and his vehicle stolen in armed 

carjacking in Radwaniyah, south west of Baghdad on January 23 and another civilian was also killed when 

unidentified armed men shot him in the Bob Sham area north of Baghdad on January 25.  It was also reported that 

an armed tribal conflict erupted in the area of Saba Qusour, north of Baghdad also on January 25.  A security 

source stated that "a tribal conflict, using small and medium weapons, broke out near the Hamza al-Kabir mosque 

within the area of seven palaces, north of Baghdad".  There were no reported casualties. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

This week in Babel province, one person was killed, and another was wounded in an armed dispute in the al-

Akramin area of Hillah city and in Dhi Qar province, the home of a civilian was reported to have been subjected to 

a SAF attack in the al-Nasr sub-district of Shatrah, north of Nasiriyah.  The attack was carried out by two armed 

men, and no casualties were reported.  ISF subsequently arrested one suspect and seized an assault rifle and two 

vehicles, with the incident believed to be linked to an outstanding tribal dispute.  Several civilians were also 

reportedly wounded in a UXO detonation at the Wadi Al-Salam Cemetery in Najaf, highlighting the danger that 

UXO still poses to the civilian population.  Gunmen also reportedly threw a hand grenade at the private residence 

of an ISF officer working for the Dhi Qar anti-drug directorate, in Rifa'I district, north of Nasiriyah, causing material 

damage only and an IPS officer and two security personnel were wounded in an exchange of fire with an armed 

group northwest of Nasiriyah on January 24 according to press reporting.  Finally in Muthanna province, one 

person was wounded when a UXO detonated whilst collecting wild mushrooms in the desert areas of Busia sub-

district in western Muthanna province.   

 

In Basra this week, three IED incidents were recorded. A low-yield roadside IED weighing approximately 150 

grams, exploded near the former racecourse in Zubair, without causing casualties and another small IED 

reportedly detonated outside a civilian's house in Shatt al-Arab district, without causing casualties.  In a separate 

incident later in the week, another low-yield IED, estimated at around 150 grams of explosives, detonated outside 

the front entrance to a civilian home in Qarmat ‘Ali causing minor material damage.  Local media, quoting a police 

source, identified the incident as a part of a tribal feud; the use of an IED instead of the previously common SAF 

was reported to be a result of recent arrests for tribal-related shootings. 
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Protest activity has continued unabated in Basra city this week, although still at lower levels than seen during the 

summer of 2018.  These included demonstrations by employees of the Martyrs’ Foundation who staged a sit-in 

outside the foundation’s HQ in Istiklal Street demanding their rights are guaranteed and a pay rise.  The group is 

also demanding the re-activation of paragraph 4, article 20 of the Institutions Law which provides allowances for 

the families of martyrs. 

 

A number of high-profile visitors also visited Basra on January 20.  The Iraqi Prime Minister, Abdul Mahdi, the 

Minister of Electricity, Luay al-Khatteeb, and the Basra Deputy Governor, Mohammad al-Tamimi all visited the ENI 

Life Support Camp and a number of sites linked to the company. The PM also visited areas within the city and met 

with Basra Provincial Council members and Basra security officials.  Meanwhile, individuals (approximately 150) 

were seen gathering at the Basra International Hotel (Sheraton) on the Corniche during the visit – the crowd 

believing that this location would also be visited by the PM, although this appeared not to be the case.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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