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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Rocket attacks directed at the International Zone and assessed to target the US Embassy in response to 

President Trump’s visit, highlight elevated anti-US sentiments and willingness from pro-Iranian factions to target 

US interests in the country.  This is not unprecedented or unexpected, and absent a significant escalation in 

anti-US hostilities it is unlikely to affect commercial operations on the ground.  The GoI’s response also highlight 

that US-Iraqi relations remain driven by pragmatic recognition of the necessity of continued western military 

and commercial support which is unlikely to change.  

 

▪ The International zone remains open for public access during limited hours until further notice.  On January 03 

Prime Minister Mahdi announced another extension to the International Zone opening hours from 17:00hrs to 

09:00hrs.  The protest by families of ISF ‘martyrs’ on January 23, saw the crowd pass through ECP 5 to the 

south of the International Zone (IZ) but were halted before entering the IZ proper.  Although the IZ was not 

breached, this event serves as a reminder that the drawing down of some physical security measures around 

the IZ may embolden demonstrators to attempt to march into the IZ during future protests.  

 

▪ Political tensions remain high in Basra following a number of protests in Basra City.  On January 18, 2019, the 

latest in a series of demonstrations calling for the dismissal of the Governor was dispersed by ISF using tear 

gas.  Further protest activity, with an associated risk of violence, can be expected in Basra City in the short 

term as long as political tensions remain high.  

 

▪ IS activity is expected to remain high in the northern provinces, including Nineveh, Kirkuk and Diyala province, 

especially in the rural areas.  The group is likely to continue its asymmetric campaign through hit and run 

attacks, targeted assassination and terrorism to challenge ISF control in these areas.  While the group is 

assessed to retain intent to stage attacks in Baghdad and the southern provinces, its capability in restricted as 

evidenced by a continuing decline in high-profile attacks in these areas.  

 

▪ Political focus now remains on the four Cabinet of Minister positions that remain unresolved, including those of 

the Defence and Interior Ministers.  Opposition from Moqtada Al-Sadr’s Sairoun alliance to the selection of 

partisan figures for the remaining posts means that there is an associated risk of demonstrations as tensions 

remain high, especially in Baghdad.   

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

PM Mahdi presents names for Ministers of Education and Justice   
Following the recent resignation of the Minister for Education, Iraq’s Prime Minister Adil Abul Mehdi has nominated 

Safana al-Hamdani as her successor. The announcement comes as the PM also puts forward Kirkuk-born Judge 

Arkan Bibani as Justice Minister. Hamdani’s nomination follows the resignation of Shaima al-Hayali after 

allegations were made her brother has links to IS. The Ministers of Defence and Interior remain outstanding.   

Iraq summons Turkey envoy over air strikes 
Iraq’s foreign ministry has summoned Turkey’s ambassador to Baghdad to demand an end to “unilateral” actions 

in the Iraqi territory.  Two locals from Shiladze were killed and 15 wounded during a protest on January 26 against 

Turkish air strikes targeting alleged positions of the rebel Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in the Kurdistan region, 

the privately-owned Rudaw website reported.  Six civilians were killed in air strikes last week, sparking protests 

that boiled over into the storming of a Turkish military base, the website said.   

Iraqi militia leader wants US troops to leave 
The leader of one of the most powerful Iranian-backed Shiite militias in Iraq said on January 28 that he expects a 

vote in the coming months by Iraq’s parliament calling for the withdrawal of US troops, underscoring the jostling 

for power between Iran and the US in this key Middle Eastern country. Qais al-Khazali, who rose to prominence 

as a leader in the Shiite insurgency after the 2003 US-led invasion, said there’s no longer a justification for 

thousands of US troops to remain in Iraq now that the Islamic State group has been defeated. He suggested US 

troops may eventually be driven out by force if they do not yield to the will of the Iraqi people.  

Concern in Iraq over increase in IS attacks 
Iraqi pundits and politicians have been concerns over the growing number of attacks led by the Islamic State (IS) 

group.  They noted that there has been a surge in IS attacks the areas recaptured by the Iraqi forces.  Military 

expert Ihsan al-Qaysoun told press that "IS managed to reshuffle its cards, and it is us who gave it the chance to 

do so".  He noted that there were "latent IS cells in all Iraqi cities".   

 
 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

PM Mahdi presents names for Ministers of Education and Justice   

Following the recent resignation of the Minister for Education, Iraq’s Prime Minister Adil Abul Mehdi has nominated 

Safana al-Hamdani as her successor. The announcement comes as the PM also puts forward Kirkuk-born Judge 

Arkan Bibani as Justice Minister. Hamdani’s nomination follows the resignation of Shaima al-Hayali after 

allegations were made her brother has links to IS. The Ministers of Defence and Interior remain outstanding.  

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Adil Abul Mahdi has blamed the country's electricity crisis on "negligence, impediments, 

and mismanagement." Mahdi said during a speech at the opening of a power plant in north western Baghdad on 

January 23 that "too much effort and money were spent on electricity and this problem could have been solved if 

it wasn't for negligence, impediments, and mismanagement." He called for a "comprehensive mobilisation of efforts 

and capabilities to make the reconstruction and development campaigns successful".  Meanwhile, an unnamed 

source from the Council of Representatives (COR) told media that this week Prime Minister Mahdi ordered the 

formation of a committee consisting of a group of judges and investigators in coordination with the Integrity 

Commission to investigate ministers accused of corruption and terrorism-related acts. The source added that COR 

was working to dismiss ministers if found guilty. 

 

Iraq summons Turkey envoy over air strikes 

Iraq’s foreign ministry has summoned Turkey’s ambassador to Baghdad to demand an end to “unilateral” actions 

in the Iraqi territory.  "The foreign ministry summoned Turkish ambassador Fatih Yildiz and lodged a letter of protest 

addressing what caused injury and damage to Iraqi citizens in Shiladze district [in Duhok Province]," read a 

statement from the ministry on January 27.  Two locals from Shiladze were killed and 15 wounded during a protest 

on January 26 against Turkish air strikes targeting alleged positions of the rebel Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) 

in the Kurdistan region, the privately-owned Rudaw website reported.  Six civilians were killed in air strikes last 

week, sparking protests that boiled over into the storming of a Turkish military base, the website said.  The ministry 

“demanded” Turkey end its “unilateral actions” in Iraq. It said that “such actions violate [our] sovereignty and are 

incompatible with friendly and brotherly relations between both countries".   The ministry said it had reassured the 

ambassador that the Iraqi government “will not permit any group to use Iraqi territory to harm the security of its 

neighbours”.  The Turkish ambassador told Iraqi officials that the PKK was to blame for what occurred in Duhok 

Province on Saturday, Turkey’s Anadolu Agency reported.  He said that "if Iraq does not fulfil its responsibility to 

combat the PKK, we will continue to fight the PKK in Iraq".  In an earlier statement announcing its intention to 

summon the Turkish ambassador, the Iraqi foreign ministry said that the job of ensuring the security of the Iraqi 

people “is the primary responsibility of the Iraqi government”.  The PKK has its headquarters in the Kurdistan 

region’s Qandil mountains. Local Kurdish villagers and shepherds are frequently the victims of the conflict between 

the Turkish state and the PKK.  The protesters on January 26 demanded that Turkey and the PKK take their fight 

off their lands. 

 

Iraqi militia leader wants US troops to leave 

The leader of one of the most powerful Iranian-backed Shiite militias in Iraq said on January 28 that he expects a 

vote in the coming months by Iraq’s parliament calling for the withdrawal of US troops, underscoring the jostling 

for power between Iran and the US in this key Middle Eastern country. Qais al-Khazali, who rose to prominence 

as a leader in the Shiite insurgency after the 2003 US-led invasion, said there’s no longer a justification for 

thousands of US troops to remain in Iraq now that the Islamic State group has been defeated. He suggested US 

troops may eventually be driven out by force if they do not yield to the will of the Iraqi people. “I think more than 

half the members of parliament reject the presence of American military forces as a matter of principle,” he said. 

“If the United States wants to impose its presence by force, and to bypass the Iraqi constitution and parliament, 

Iraq can treat it the same way and drive it out by force... But the first phase is political,” al-Khazali said. The 45-

year-old head of Asaib Ahl al-Haq, or League of the Righteous, spoke with The Associated Press in a wide-ranging 
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interview at one of his group’s offices in a highly-fortified area in the Iraqi capital, just across the Tigris River from 

the US Embassy. 

 

Adel Abdul Mahdi forms High-Level Task Force to Fight Rampant Corruption 

Iraq’s Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi announced the formation of the “Supreme Anti-Corruption Council” in a bid 

to start tackling rampant corruption within the country.  “We have made the decision with the power of Allah and 

the will of our steadfast nation to fight corruption and the corrupt with a serious and honest will. We want reforms, 

with an open mind and a believing heart,” Abdul Mahdi announced on January 29 the formation of the task force. 

The premier cited good governance, meeting expectations of people, strengthening growth in Iraq, dangers of 

corruption and other factors. He called for the “legal formation” of anti-corruption measures to be speeded up, 

calling on the parliament and the Council Ministers to undertake their responsibilities and approve the necessary 

laws. There is a “strict commitment” for officials to disclose property within a week and for ministries to prepare 

programs and plans for themselves within 90 days. He also called for expediting the establishment of a “national 

index for integrity” (anti-corruption measures) in a bid to hold those accountable that fall into the area of corruption.  

Another point emphasizes for the independence of the judiciary to undertake its work of holding the corrupt 

accountable.  According to Decree No. 70, the council will be headed by the PM himself. The Supreme Judicial 

Council will have two members. The heads of the Federal Financial Oversight Office and the Integrity Commission 

will also be on the council. A representative from the General Inspectors Office in the Ministry of Interior will serve 

as a coordinator, and a staff member from the PM’s office will serve as the commission’s secretary and seventh  

member.  Duties of the council include establishing a “national strategy” for fighting corruption and ensuring its 

implementation and also working on completing “legal framework” and “filling the gaps” which permit corruption. It 

shall be tasked with “supervising the completion of the institutional framework for the anti-corruption formation,” 

read the decree.  Coordination and uniting the efforts, supporting anti-corruption efforts, discussing challenges 

facing the fight against corruption and proposing solution, evaluating and following up on implementation of anti-

corruption campaigns, and executing tasks ordered by the PM are also among the 8 duties of the council. The task 

force also aims to retrieve Iraqi property that have been “looted” and taken abroad, the PM announce 

 

Iraqi Minister of Foreign Affairs in Moscow 

The Iraqi Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mohammed Ali al-Hakim, arrived in Moscow to discuss developing relations, 

primarily in the industry and energy sectors. During his visit, he met with the Russian Deputy Prime Minister, Yuri 

Borisov, where they discussed developing domestic industries under a project named ‘Made in Iraq’. This project 

will see the construction of factories in Iraq that will help address the country’s high levels of unemployment 

especially among young people. This was followed by a meeting with the Russian Foreign Minister, Sergei Lavrov, 

who reiterated Russia’s intentions to work closely with Iraq, especially in the energy and military sector. Russia 

has begun investing heavily in the hydrocarbon sector with major Russian energy companies such as Lukoil, 

Gazprom, and Soyuzneftegaz already operating in Iraq and Rosneft currently implementing large-scale projects 

in the Kurdistan Region. According to Lavrov, the energy sector in Iraq has already received $10 billion worth of 

investment from Russia. Therefore, it is clear that Russia sees great gain in investing in Iraqi energy, not just on 

the economic front, but also politically as it has grown to become an important international stakeholder. On the 

military front, Moscow expressed its desire to boost Iraq’s defensive capabilities and coordinate more with 

Baghdad in efforts to counter the threat of terrorism. Hakim, in a press conference, added that a number of deals 

with Moscow will be signed most probably during the Iraqi-Russian Joint Committee’s meeting in Baghdad in May. 

 

Chairman of PMU visits Saudi Arabia 

The Chairman of the Popular Mobilisation Units’ (PMU) Committee, Falih al-Fayyadh, has made a surprise visit to 

Saudi Arabia. According to reports, his visit was unannounced, and no official statement has been given indicating 

the reason for his visit. According to media outlets, his visit comes as part of an attempt to reassure the Kingdom 

over the PMU’s presence in Iraq, as well as amidst political wrangling in Iraq over his nomination to the Minister 

of Interior position, which is being pushed heavily by political factions that are strongly aligned to Iran such as the 

Bina’ bloc. It may be reasonable to assume that his visit may be an attempt to bring Riyadh onside over his 

appointment as Minister of Interior through certain reassurances. Regardless, his visit is significant as it represents 
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a rare instance of a figure, who has been so heavily associated with moving closer to Tehran, reaching out to 

Saudi Arabia, despite the hostility between the two countries. 

Security 
 

Concern in Iraq over increase in IS attacks 

Iraqi pundits and politicians have been concerns over the growing number of attacks led by the Islamic State (IS) 

group.  They noted that there has been a surge in IS attacks the areas recaptured by the Iraqi forces.  Military 

expert Ihsan al-Qaysoun told the privately-owned Al-Sharqiyah News TV that "IS managed to reshuffle its cards, 

and it is us who gave it the chance to do so".  He noted that there were "latent IS cells in all Iraqi cities".  Qaysoun 

said IS members that fled after the groups' defeat in Iraq were now roaming around various cities and desert areas 

in the form of groups or sleeping cells.  He stressed the need to cut off logistical supplies to these groups and 

cells.  To deal with the IS threat, MP Mohammed Nouri Al Abdrabbu called for a new phase of intelligence efforts 

through "gathering accurate information about IS".  He also stressed the need for the security forces to arrest any 

members hiding in Mosul or neighbouring areas.  The militant group has reportedly carried out over 20 attacks 

against the Iraqi army, police and the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) in the last two months, killing at least 12 

members of the security forces.  Iraq announced the defeat of IS in December 2017. However, since then, security 

forces have been engaged in security sweeps to capture remaining IS militants and sleeper cells. 

 

Islamic State (IS) militants carried out four separate attacks against Iraqi and Kurdish forces in the provinces of 

Salah-al-Din and Diyala on January 31, Kurdish outlets reported.  The militants attacked Iraqi army, police and 

Shia Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) bases in the Yangija area, west of the town of Tuz Khurmatu in Salah-al-

Din province, and the nearby village of Salam late on the evening of January 31, Gorran's KNN website cited its 

local reporter as saying on February 01.  According to the reporter, clashes lasted more than an hour before the 

militants left the area, adding that they fired rocket propelled grenades (RPG) at an Iraqi police checkpoint as they 

withdrew.  No casualties have been reported. Meanwhile, Lt. Colonel Ahmad Mustafa said that a group of IS 

militants opened fire at a joint peshmerga and police checkpoint in the Bawamahmoud checkpoint in Khanaqin, 

Diyala province, Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)-affiliated Rudaw website reported on January 31.  Mustafa 

said that the militants used BKC machine guns and snipers in the attack, adding that the force manning the 

checkpoint foiled the attack. No casualties were reported.  Mustafa added that an IS force also attacked the Kurdish 

security forces in the area, with clashes lasting from 2200 to 0130 local time. He said that one peshmerga fighter 

was wounded in the clashes and added that three bombs planted by IS were defused.  KNN press website said 

that Iraqi warplanes bombed IS positions in the Khanaqin and Jalawla areas on the evening of January 31in Diyala 

province but did not provide further details. 

 

Kurdish forces deployed to protect Turkish troops in Iraq 

Iraqi Kurdistan has deployed its Peshmerga armed forces in Duhok Province to defend Turkish army bases from 

attacks and violent protests according to press reporting.  The deployment comes a day after Turkish soldiers 

opened fire on Iraqi Kurdish protesters outside a military base in the Shiladze area in Duhok Province, killing a 13-

year-old and wounding more than a dozen other protesters.   

  

Turkish bases 

The protesters later stormed and took control of the area, held several Turkish soldiers captive and set the military 

base on fire.  Press said a large number of Iraqi Kurdish Peshmerga forces had arrived earlier in the Bamarni area 

where they are tasked with defending the Turkish military bases.  It cited an unnamed source from the Iraqi Kurdish 

military forces saying that the deployment was ordered because further attacks or more violent protests could 

target Turkish army bases.  The Turkish army has dozens of bases in Iraqi Kurdistan's Duhok and Erbil provinces, 

strongholds of the governing Iraqi Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP).  The KDP is Turkey’s strongest Iraqi Kurdish 

ally that fought alongside Turkish troops against the PKK throughout the 1990s. 
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Divided over blame 

Turkey has blamed the rebel Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) of being behind the violent protests and the KRG 

has said that “an anarchistic hand” was behind the protests turning violent.  The region's prime minister, Nechirvan 

Barzani, who is from the KDP, blamed the PKK prompting the deadly Turkish air strikes and said he had promised 

to Ankara that the Duhok protesters would face legal action.  However, the Iraqi central government has strongly 

condemned the way in which Turkish troops had dealt with the protesters and summoned the Turkish ambassador 

to Baghdad over the matter, say Kurdish media reports.   Kurdish media carried the Iraqi Foreign Ministry’s official 

statement saying that Baghdad “condemns Turkish forces opening fire at protesters in Shiladze, which killed one 

person and wounded several others... afterwards [Turkish] warplanes flew over the area to frighten and terrify the 

people”.  Baghdad said it also condemned Turkey violating Iraqi's territorial integrity and sovereignty.  Kurdish 

media have highlighted that the central Baghdad government’s reaction in defence of the Kurdish protesters 

against Turkey was much stronger than how Barzani's government mirrored Ankara’s stance in blaming the PKK. 

 

Meanwhile, Iraqi Kurdish security forces on January 27 detained local people they suspect of having taken part in 

the protest in Shiladze.  According to press, armed men belonging to the security forces of the governing Iraqi 

Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) have raided the homes of dozens of people suspected of having taken part in 

the protests.  A press report also added that the KDP forces had closed down its bureau in Duhok over its coverage 

of the anti-Turkey protests.  The crackdown in Shiladze came after Iraqi Kurdistan Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzan 

of the KDP said on January 27 that he had promised Ankara that the protesters would be detained and would 

stand trial.  The security forces detained four NRT TV crews for having covered the anti-Turkish protests in Duhok 

on January 26 before they shut down the TV's Duhok office on 27 January 27.  NRT TV said that the KDP security 

forces had also raided the home of civil society activist Badal Barwari in Shiladze town and detained him for having 

taken part in the protest.  The activist’s son, Ari Barwari, told the TV that ten armed members of the security forces 

had raided their home and arrested his father for questioning and pre-trial detention. 

 

Iraqi media highlight Shia cleric’s threat to Israel 

The Iraqi media have highlighted Shia cleric Qais al-Khazali’s threat to carry out an “unlimited response” to any 

Israeli attack against his country.  Khazali’s threat, made during an interview with the Associated Press on January 

29, was featured in the headlines of many Iraqi news websites.  “In case Tel Aviv attacks Lebanon or Syria and 

they ask for help, I will be the first to respond,” the website of Al-Sumaria News quoted him as saying.  The 

commander of the Iran-backed Asaib Ahl al-Haq militias also called for the withdrawal of all US troops from Iraq 

within the next few months, reported the Kurdish website Rudaw on January 28.  He expressed his confidence 

that the Iraqi parliament will vote in favour of the withdrawal of the US troops.  Khazali’s statements were debated 

by many social media users.  Some hailed him while others criticised him, labelling him as a “war criminal who 

leads corrupt militias”. 

 

Hashd al-Shaabi 'primary threat' to US in Iraq: Intel chief 

The Hashd al-Shaabi are the biggest threat to the United States in Iraq, the US intelligence chief told the Senate 

on Tuesday. His comments come as the Iran-backed Popular Mobilization Forces are stepping up their demands 

for US forces to leave Iraq. “In Iraq, Iran- supported Popular Mobilization Committee-affiliated Shia militias remain 

the primary threat to US personnel,” Daniel Coats, US director of national intelligence, said in a report to the Senate 

Select Committee on Intelligence. The Popular Mobilization Committee is an official entity in the Iraqi state. It is 

headed by Iraq’s national security advisor and works under the orders of the prime minister, who is commander-

in-chief of the armed forces. It is composed of the pre-dominantly Shiite militias, many of whom are backed by Iran 

and some of whom have a history of fighting US forces in Iraq. Coats said the US will monitor the situation closely, 

watching for signs of Iran using these militias to attack US interests while Washington ramps up pressure on 

Tehran with its sanctions. The intelligence chief noted the militias, commonly known as the Hashd al-Shaabi, have 

tried to force the US to leave Iraq and referred to attacks on US diplomatic facilities last year. 

 

Meanwhile, acting US Pentagon Defence Secretary, Patrick Shanahan predicted ISIS will lose the last of its 

territory within weeks. But Washington’s intelligence community warns the group will still be a long-term threat.  
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“ISIS has lost more than 99.5 percent of the territory it once held in Syria” Shanahan said on January 29. “Within 

a couple of weeks, it will be 100 percent”.  “ISIS is no longer able to govern in Syria.  ISIS no longer has freedom 

to mass forces. Syria is no longer a safe haven” he added.   President Donald Trump already declared ISIS 

defeated in Syria last month when he announced he was calling US troops home.  “There are some 2,000 

American soldiers stationed in northern Syria and their withdrawal is in early stages”, Shanahan said.   “ISIS in 

Syria is corralled into a small area of between 4-6 square kilometres near Baghouz village on the shores of the 

Euphrates River, kilometres from the Iraqi border.  Mustafa Bali, spokesperson for the Syrian Democratic Forces 

(SDF), told Reuters “There are a lot of people in that small area, including civilians, which is slowing down military 

operations. There are thousands of Daesh [ISIS] families there. They are civilians at the end of the day - We cannot 

storm the area or put any child’s life in danger”.  The militants had tried to strike a deal that would see them 

surrender this last pocket of territory in exchange for safe passage out, but the SDF refused, Bali added.  While 

the physical caliphate is on the back foot, the extremist group still has thousands of fighters in its ranks in Iraq and 

Syria, according to Daniel Coats, US director of national intelligence.   ISIS “maintains eight branches, more than 

a dozen networks, and thousands of dispersed supporters around the world, despite significant leadership and 

territorial losses,” Coats told the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence on January 29.  As the US prepares to 

pull out of Syria, Coats predicted ISIS will exploit the reduced pressure on them to accelerate operations and 

rebuild “key capabilities, such as media production and external operations”.  Already the group is “exploiting 

sectarian tensions” with attacks in both Iraq and Syria and, in the long term, will play on “Sunni grievances, societal 

instability, and stretched security forces to regain territory in Iraq and Syria” he concluded. 

Humanitarian 
 

Iraqi rights body seeks end to ‘poisonous gas’ in Basra 

The Iraqi High Commission for Human Rights (HCHR) has urged the federal government to stop the emission of 

“poisonous gas” from the oil fields of the southern Basra Province.  “The Basra oil fields cause respiratory and 

other diseases,” the pro-Kurdish website Shafaq News quoted HCHR as saying in a statement on January 29.  

The HCHR said the gas emissions have caused very serious illnesses, including tumours, and called on the 

government to take the “necessary measures to protect the environment”.  The commission added that it will file 

legal complaints on behalf of the affected families.  In addition, it said it will seek the support of the United Nations 

“to put an end to this dangerous suffering”.   COMMENT: ‘Since July 2018, Basra has been the scene of intermittent 

protests, mainly against poor services and high unemployment.  In September, water pollution and shortages sent 

scores of protesters to the streets. State facilities were attacked during the protests and the Iranian consulate was 

set on fire.  A couple of days ago, its provincial council criticised the state’s budget allocations to the oil-rich 

province, describing them as far less than what it deserved, the privately-owned Al-Sumaria News website said.’  

COMMENT ENDS. 

Economy 
 

Iraqi court settles dispute over oil marketing 

Iraq's Federal Supreme Court has ruled that the marketing of the country's oil should be supervised by the 

government, not the state-owned oil companies.  The court said that linking the Oil Marketing Company (SOMO) 

to the Iraq National Oil Company (INOC) was unconstitutional, the privately-owned Al-Sumaria News website 

reported on January 26.  According to the court decision, the marketing of Iraq's oil should be an exclusive duty of 

the federal Ministry of Oil, in accordance with the constitution.  The court pointed out that some articles in the 

INOC's bylaws related to the company's objectives and marketing of oil were unconstitutional.  The court 

spokesman, Iyas al-Samouk, said in a statement that an appeal had challenged the state-owned oil company's 

bylaws, according to Al-Sumaria News.  He stressed that all decisions issued by the Federal Court are binding.  

The court cited an article of the constitution which stipulates that "the management of oil and gas extracted from 

current fields is undertaken by the federal government alongside the provincial authorities and the provinces which 

produce them".  The court decision was taken during a session held on January 23.  SOMO says on its official 

website that it is the only official company legally authorised to negotiate and conclude contracts for Iraqi crude oil 

sales as well as oil products in accordance with international standards. 
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Two Iraqi oil-rich provinces 'unhappy' about state budget 

Two southern Iraqi oil-rich provinces have expressed dissatisfaction with their allocations in the country's 2019 

budget.  Basra Provincial Council said its budget allocations were far less than what it deserved, the privately-

owned Al-Sumaria News website reported on January 27.  "Basra's operational and investment allocations in the 

budget law are far less than its financial commitments as per the constitution and enforced laws," said a statement 

issued by the office of the council's spokesman.  "Most of [the budget law] articles have been drafted randomly 

and lacked in measurable criteria in distributing expenses and job degrees," the statement said.  The council 

threatened to file a lawsuit before the Federal Supreme Court to challenge some articles in the budget.  Basra has 

been the scene of intermittent protests since July, mainly against poor services and unemployment. In September, 

water pollution and shortages sent scores of protesters to the streets. State facilities were attacked during the 

protests and the Iranian consulate was set on fire.  The first undersecretary of Dhi Qar governor, Adel al-Dekheili, 

also criticised the 2019 budget, especially that the province produces oil, Al-Sumaria News website said.  "Dhi Qar 

Province's quota in the 2019 budget... is an unfair percentage that is disproportionate to the size of the population. 

It also fails to take into account the size of deprivation in the province."  He noted that "the local government was 

not happy about the mechanism adopted for distributing the general budget among Iraqi provinces".  On January 

23, the Iraqi parliament approved the 2019 budget after months of debate on the financial allocations. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

02 February 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [12] 
                       garda.com/ips 

 

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In the Kurdistan region, reporting has been dominated by the violent protests by Iraqi Kurds at a Turkish military 

base in the Sheladze area of Dohuk Province.  Iraqi Kurdish NRT TV said three people died after Turkish troops 

opened fire on the demonstrators on January 26.  Protesters had gathered outside the base to protest against the 

killing of four civilians in Turkish air strikes on January 23.  According to press reports later this week, a number of 

activists in Dohuk have yet to be released after being arrested by the security forces on January 28 on suspicion 

of being involved in the protests against the Turkish military in Shiladze.  The Head of the NRT Television office in 

Dohuk, Bewar Hilmi was also arrested by the security forces on January 28 but was later released on bail.  NRT's 

office in Duhok remains closed.  Related, Assayish in Sulaymaniyah prevented a group of activists from holding a 

press conference about the Shiladze incident on January 30.   

 

Meanwhile, fighters of the rebel Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) reportedly killed three Turkish soldiers in clashes 

in Erbil Province on January 28 at the Lelkan hill in Sidekan, also known as the Bradost region.  Turkish artillery 

and mortar units had bombarded the area where the clashes had occurred.   
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It was also reported that nine people were arrested on January 26 in Sulaymaniyah Province on suspicion of being 

members of Islamic State.  The group was believed to have been originally based in Kirkuk province and was 

responsible for a number of attacks against civilians in that region 

 

In Nineveh province, Peshmerga commanders around Mount Qarachokh told press that they fear that 18 months 

after Mosul was declared liberated from IS, fighters loyal to the group are regrouping in the region.  "Yes, they are 

currently active - villagers on the outskirts of Mount Qarachokh see their activities clearly. Some of their [IS’s] 

leaders are from the region" a commander told Rudaw while reporting from the Qaraj Plains southeast of Mosul 

city.  "Yes, they have returned and are planning to impose themselves and their actions like before," added the 

commander.   

 

In Salah-al-Din, the uptick in IS-related security incidents has continued.  Two off-duty ISF members were 

reportedly killed and three others wounded in a roadside IED explosion near the village of Khanouga in Shirqat 

district - a further two people were killed, and three others wounded when a second roadside IED exploded at an 

unspecified location between Khanouga and al-Meseihli villages.  Local media reporting that two ISF members 

were killed and a third was wounded in an IS attack on a security outpost in Mukayshfah region of Samarra district 

on January 26 and two members of the pro-government Sunni tribal militia were killed and three others wounded 

in an IS attack on a security post near the village of Tal al-Dhahab in Balad district.  Two people were also wounded 

when a roadside IED detonated against a civilian vehicle at an unspecified location in Tikrit city on January 28.    

 

In addition, later this week, a road-side IED detonated against the vehicle of a refinery employee in Baiji, Sala-al-

Din province on February 01 according to press reports.  The driver was killed in the attack and five others were 

wounded.   Meanwhile, north of Baiji, two children were killed and four members of the family, all from Zawiya, 

were wounded in an IED detonation during a walk in the Makhoul Mountains.  Finally, Abu Ali al-Basra, the head 

of the intelligence office at the Ministry of Interior, has revealed the latest intelligence on the whereabouts of IS 

leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. According to Basri, Baghdadi never stays in one place for more than a day and the 

latest intelligence suggests that he may have moved from Syria and entered into Iraq through Anbar Province and 

settled in Salah-al-Din Province.   

 

In Kirkuk province this week, a member of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) in the Iraqi parliament stated that 

the deputy of the US envoy to Iraq has called for the quick solution of tensions in the disputed city of Kirkuk and 

has called for joint control of the city by both Baghdad and Erbil.  The PUK Deputy, Ribwar Taha, told NRT that a 

delegation of Kurdish, Turkmen and Christian deputies in the Iraqi parliament met the U.S. official in Baghdad 

where he called for the normalization of the situation in Kirkuk and the joint control of the city.  Taha further stressed 

the US wants to have the political and security problems in Kirkuk to be settled, with the Iraqi federal police 

controlling Kirkuk city itself and the Peshmerga and Iraqi army to control the rest of the province.  

 

On January 23, a SVBIED reportedly detonated at a security checkpoint to the entrance of Riyadh, approximately 

40km southwest of Kirkuk, killing one soldier and injuring at least two others.  Meanwhile, Islamic State group (IS) 

has released a new video showcasing attacks mainly on pro-government anti-IS militias and summary executions 

of captives in Kirkuk. As with films focused on Iraq issued in recent months, the latest video is clearly aimed at 

showing that despite losing all territory it once held in the country, the group remains as deadly as before to its 

enemies.  The video, titled "Fulfilling the promise", was produced by IS's Kirkuk branch and released on 29 January 

via the group's outlets on the messaging app Telegram.  The 20-minute video mocks pledges in the past by Iraqi 

politicians to crush IS.  In order to prove that such pledges have not been kept, the film shows various violent 

undated attacks purporting to have taken place in Kirkuk Province.  From the outset one IS militant addresses "the 

enemies of God" telling them that despite their alliance with the "crusaders" (the US-led coalition), IS militants 

would not let "you and your masters enjoy the good life".  An off-camera narrator accuses the Iraqi authorities of 

covering up the group's attacks and their impact on the security forces.  He says after each IS "raid", the enemy is 

forced to leave behind bodies of soldiers scattered on the roads. Highly graphic images of dead bodies are then 

shown.  Elsewhere, in an attempt to show that IS remains a feared and potent force in the province, the video 
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shows IS militants purportedly "roaming" the streets of "Kirkuk villages" at night unchallenged by enemy forces.  

The video also claims that Iraqi security forces and pro-government Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) have 

drastically reduced their movements to avoid attacks and have chosen instead to remain inside their bases where 

it says IS militants frequently target them with mortar shells.  The video features attacks on the mainly Shia pro-

government PMF, anti-IS Sunni militias and Kurdish Peshmerga fighters.  The attacks allegedly took place in 

several parts of the province, including the towns of Tuz Khurmatu, Riyad and several villages.  During this month, 

IS claimed several small-attacks targeting the Iraqi security forces and pro-government militias in various parts of 

the province using mainly IEDS.  The latest video features several clips showing alleged members of those three 

forces being shot dead, followed by gruesome close-up images of their dead bodies.  IS militants are shown 

speaking on camera sending a stark message to IS enemies, threatening that they will meet the same fate if they 

are caught.  The previous video from IS's Kirkuk branch was released in October last year. That video showed 

attacks on people accused of working with the authorities and featured a facility where IEDs were made.  

 

Finally, tensions have erupted at an Iraqi police checkpoint between two Peshmerga fighters and Federal Police 

forces in the Shwan sub-district, which is located north of Kirkuk city. The two Peshmerga personnel were on their 

way back to the Chamchamal district in Sulaymaniyah Province, when they quarrelled with Federal Police at a 

checkpoint. According to reports, gunfire was heard, which prompted the Federal Police to deploy more units to 

the area to quell the tensions. The two personnel were eventually released, and the situation de-escalated.  

 

Another busy reporting period was evident in Diyala province.  IS militants reportedly infiltrated into Bakhtiari district 

in Khanaqin on January 27 in a continuation of the major up-tick in IS activity in the town.  The insurgents reportedly 

attacked a number of partisan headquarters and checkpoints in the neighbourhood, which led to armed clashes 

between the two sides.  Four IPS were believed to have been wounded during the contact.  Separately, at least 

three IS members were killed by Iraqi warplanes on January 26 in the al-Waqf basin region in northern Baquba 

and in Mukhiesa, north east of Baqubah several mortar rounds reportedly landed near a security outpost, resulting 

in three ISF members wounded. The firing point was reportedly assessed to be within orchards surrounding the 

village.  Finally, the Diyala Operations Command announced another anti-IS security operation in the province on 

January 28.  It was also stated that a ‘dangerous’ IS sleeper cell comprising three members who were responsible 

for a deadly attack on seven civilians on Highway 5 on 06 July 2018, were arrested in an intelligence-led operation 

in Buhriz, 10 km south of Baqubah.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

In Anbar province this week, ISF reportedly confronted a number of IS insurgents who were approaching the Iraqi 

border area from the Bagouz region inside Syria, and who appeared to be attempting to infiltrate into the Qaim 

district in western Anbar province. ISF reportedly killed nine militants and destroy three vehicles in the subsequent 

engagement.  In addition, IS militants reportedly killed three civilians from the town of Haditha, some 200 km 

northwest of the capital Baghdad, who had been farming in the surrounding desert area.  IS militants also killed 

two tribal fighters in the desert areas near Haditha city in Anbar province.  Six senior IS commanders, allegedly 

linked to IS chief Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, were killed in an Iraqi strike in the desert area of Rutbah district on January 

29.  (NFDK).  Unconfirmed reports this week also suggested that ISF had put its forces on ‘alert’ along its western 

border with Syria.  It was stated that Kurdish-led forces were currently fighting to retake the last pockets held by 

IS inside Syria.  Iraqi commander Qasim Mohammed, speaking to press,  said the Iraqi Army and the Hashd al-

Shaabi (PMU) militias are now on alert to secure the border as the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) “tighten the 

noose around the last IS-held towns in Syria”.  The Russia Today website also cited unnamed PMU members 

saying that the PMUs are awaiting “zero hour” in order to cross the border and bolster the attack against Islamic 

State.   Finnaly, on the evening of January 29, the PMF 19th Bde (Ansar Allah al-Awfiya - Loyal Supporters of 

God) reportedly shot down an IS drone with night photography technology near the Iraqi-Syrian border.  Two 

additional drones, including one with a grenade mounted to the airframe was also spotted in the area.  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Activity patterns around Baghdad City were largely consistent with long-standing trends.  Activity in the city during 

the reporting period has once again been typified by low level criminal incidents and ISF arrest and find operations.  

Armed assailants shot and killed a civilian in Rashad area of New Baghdad district on January 27 and two gang 

members wearing military uniforms were reported to have been killed and four others arrested following a firefight 

between the suspects and the MOI-Falcon Intelligence Cell at an unspecified location in Baghdad on the night of 

January 30.  The gang were believed to be responsible for multiple armed robberies committed in Baghdad, 

Maysan, Diwaniya and Basra provinces.  Three people were also reportedly injured during tribal fighting in the 

Fadhiliyah region east of Baghdad.  According to reports the altercation broke out between members of the Akil 

and the Beni Ka’b clans.  16 people were subsequently arrested by ISF.  

   

In the wider province, a total of three people were killed and another wounded on January 29 in attack by unknown 

gunmen in a coffee shop in the Tarmiyah area, some 30 km north of Baghdad. Although IS were said to be the 

perpetrators, no group has yet claimed responsibility for the attack.  Unidentified gunmen carrying suppressed 

weapons shot and killed a civilian in Abu Ghraib, west of Baghdad and a civilian was killed when unidentified 

gunmen carrying silenced weapons opened fire at his vehicle as he drove through Hamamiyat area of Taji, north 

of Baghdad.  Finally, an IED was found and cleared in Albu Srwil village of Mashada subdistrict of Tarmiyah and 

two legacy IEDs were found and cleared in al-Lahib village in Abu Ghraib district. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

This week in Babel province, four PMF members were wounded in a roadside IED explosion in Iskandariyah sub-

district of Musayib, north of Hillah and ISF EOD carried out a controlled detonation on a VBIED in Jurf al-Nasr, 

north of Hillah.  The device was said to have originated from Amriyat al-Fallujah, a sub-district of Fallujah in Anbar 

province.  There was no further information as to the size of the device.    

 

In Wasit, local media reported that the private residence of the chairman of Wasit provincial council, Mazzin 

Kendouh al-Zamili, located in al-Jihad neighbourhood in western Kut city, was subjected to a grenade attack on 

January 28, causing material damage only. The incident is thought to be related to the alleged controversial 

election of the new governor Ghadanfar al-Batikh on January 27.  

 

In Muthanna, an armed tribal dispute reportedly broke out in Rumaitha district, north of Samawah, no casualties 

were reported although ISF arrested fifteen suspected individuals for their alleged involvement.  A young man was 

killed in a landmine explosion in the Kharang area, west of Busia. 

 

In Basra province, limited protest activity was noted on January 27 in the North Rumaila oilfield, which was thought 

to have been organised to coincide with a possible visit to the region by the Iraqi Minister of Oil.  The West Qurna 

1 oilfield was also reported to have been closed in anticipation.  As is now the norm, hundreds of demonstrators 

gathered in front of the governor's office, calling for basic public services on January 25.  The demonstrators called 

for an end to the corruption in the city's local administration, while criticizing the repeated procrastination in 

addressing the issues. However, the demonstrations passed off peacefully.   
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Meanwhile, Basra Oil Company, the state-owned operator of the Majnoon oil field in southern Iraq has signed a 

deal with state-run Iraq Drilling Company to drill 40 new oil wells. This is part of plans to boost production from the 

oil well to 450,000 barrels of oil per day (bpd) by 2021. The reports were confirmed by the Ministry of Oil in a 

statement released earlier today. If followed through, this would mean that Majnoon’s rate of production, which is 

currently at 240,000 bpd, would double. These 40 oil wells will be in addition to another 40 that will be drilled by 

the oilfield services company, Schlumberger Limited, after being assigned the contract to do so last month. Basra 

Oil Company took over most of the oil production at Majnoon last year, after Shell, the previous operator of the 

field, quit its project in the area. Following this takeover, the company’s production accounts for 75% of all the oil 

being produced in the country. Company executives have already highlighted that they plan to increase their 

production to 5 million bpd by 2025. This is part of a wider government effort to boost oil production in the country. 

However, observers are sceptical of Iraq’s ability to increase production by so much. According to a report released 

by IHS Markit, it is forecasted that the country’s unstable political and economic situation will only allow it to 

marginally increase its production over the next 10 years. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
 
 

mailto:informationops@garda.com
mailto:iraq.ram@garda.com
mailto:daniel.matthews@garda.com
mailto:gwinfo@garda.com


   

    
  

 

Middle East 
International Protective Services Headquarters 
Office 2502, Tower 2, Currency House  
DIFC, PO Box 482069  
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 
United States 
1101 Wilson Boulevard 
Suite 1725 
Arlington, VA, 22209 
United States 
 
UK 
5th Floor 
1, London Bridge 
London 
SE1 9BG 
 
Europe 
37-39 rue des Deux Eglises 
1000 Brussels 
Belgium 
 
 
garda.com 

 


