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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Rocket attacks directed at the International Zone and assessed to target the US Embassy in response to 

President Trump’s visit, highlight elevated anti-US sentiments and willingness from pro-Iranian factions to target 

US interests in the country.  This is not unprecedented or unexpected, and absent a significant escalation in 

anti-US hostilities it is unlikely to affect commercial operations on the ground.  The GoI’s response also highlight 

that US-Iraqi relations remain driven by pragmatic recognition of the necessity of continued western military 

and commercial support which is unlikely to change.  

 

▪ The International zone remains open for public access during limited hours until further notice.  On January 03 

Prime Minister Mahdi announced another extension to the International Zone opening hours from 17:00hrs to 

09:00hrs.  The protest by families of ISF ‘martyrs’ on January 23, saw the crowd pass through ECP 5 to the 

south of the International Zone (IZ) but were halted before entering the IZ proper.  Although the IZ was not 

breached, this event serves as a reminder that the drawing down of some physical security measures around 

the IZ may embolden demonstrators to attempt to march into the IZ during future protests.  

 

▪ Political tensions remain high in Basra following a number of protests in Basra City.  On January 18, 2019, the 

latest in a series of demonstrations calling for the dismissal of the Governor was dispersed by ISF using tear 

gas.  Further protest activity, with an associated risk of violence, can be expected in Basra City in the short 

term as long as political tensions remain high.  

 

▪ IS activity is expected to remain high in the northern provinces, including Nineveh, Kirkuk and Diyala province, 

especially in the rural areas.  The group is likely to continue its asymmetric campaign through hit and run 

attacks, targeted assassination and terrorism to challenge ISF control in these areas.  While the group is 

assessed to retain intent to stage attacks in Baghdad and the southern provinces, its capability in restricted as 

evidenced by a continuing decline in high-profile attacks in these areas.  

 

▪ Political focus now remains on the four Cabinet of Minister positions that remain unresolved, including those of 

the Defence and Interior Ministers.  Opposition from Moqtada Al-Sadr’s Sairoun alliance to the selection of 

partisan figures for the remaining posts means that there is an associated risk of demonstrations as tensions 

remain high, especially in Baghdad.   

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

President Salih ratifies 2019 budget 
On February 04, President Salih ratified the 2019 budget – issuing a post-signing statement stressing the need to 

rapidly begin a new phase of construction and reconstruction. Despite its passage, however, considerable criticism 

over the plan persists.  

Trump alludes to keeping US troops in Iraq as a counter to Iran - reaction 

President Trump has faced renewed criticism in Iraq following the airing of an interview on February 03, in which 

he indicated that American positions in Iraq were “perfectly situated” to maintain its wider Middle Eastern interests.  

“I want to be able to watch Iran,” Mr. Trump said, “We’re going to keep watching and we’re going to keep seeing 

and if there’s trouble, if somebody is looking to do nuclear weapons or other things, we’re going to know it before 

they do.”  Further inflaming the situation, Trump hinted that some of the forces which would be drawing down in 

Syria would be shifted into Iraq – particularly to the Ain al-Assad airbase in Anbar.  The comments drew widespread 

criticism in Iraq with a number of Iraqi MPs describing them as a clear violation of Iraqi sovereignty.   

IS leader escapes coup attempt in Syria 
According to the British Guardian newspaper Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of Islamic State survived a coup 

attempt last month launched by foreign fighters in his eastern Syrian hideout, intelligence officials believe, and the 

terrorist group has since placed a bounty on the main plotter’s head.   

Iran’s Qasem Soleimani Intervenes to Resolve Disputes over Vacant Ministries in Iraq 

Commander of Iranian Quds Brigade, Qasem Soleimani has reportedly met with Iraqi Shi’ite leaders recently to 

resolve their differences in nominating one figure for the post of interior minister which remains vacant after several 

months since the formation of the new government.   

 
 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

Iraqi PM holds talks with Kurdistan prime minister 

The Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, hosted the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) Prime Minister, 

Nechirvan Barzani, for the first time as the Iraqi Premier in Baghdad. The visit comes against the backdrop of a 

series of breakthroughs achieved between the central and regional governments over the last few weeks. More 

than two weeks ago, officials from Baghdad and Erbil came together to agree on a settlement regarding the 2019 

federal budget, which saw a long-running dispute between the two over Kurdish oil revenues and the payment of 

Kurdish public salaries being resolved. Furthermore, reports suggest that Kurdish and Baghdad security officials 

are close to agreeing on a security arrangement for disputed areas in the country, including Kirkuk. According to 

reports, Barzani and Abd al-Mahdi further discussed the state of the disputed territories in northern Iraq. These 

recent developments point to arguably the most cooperative relationship between Baghdad and Erbil in years. Abd 

al-Mahdi also met with the head of Iran’s Central Bank, Abdul Nasser Hemmati, whose visit to Baghdad comes as 

Tehran continues to find ways of overcoming the sanctions placed upon it by the United States. During the meeting, 

Abd al-Mahdi told Hemmati that the Iraqi people have “suffered from embargo and realize the damage that peoples 

incur from its consequences”. He added that because of this, Iraq will not be part of the “sanctions system” against 

Iran. The remarks by Abd al-Mahdi is a blow to US efforts to pressure Baghdad to comply with the sanctions and 

diminish its ties with Tehran. While previously Iraqi Government officials would maintain a more cryptic tone when 

discussing the sanctions by neither supporting or completely opposing them, the explicit admission by Abd al-

Mahdi that his government does not intend to follow through is indicative of the extent to which relations between 

Iraq and the US are growing more tense. Meanwhile, during Hemmati’s visit, the heads of the Iraqi and Iranian 

Central Banks struck a deal that will permit Iranian exporters to use Iraqi banks. Under the deal signed by Hemmati 

and his Iraqi counterpart Ali al-Alaq, Iranian banks will be permitted to open dinar accounts in Iraqi banks, thereby 

allowing Iranian exporters to conduct business through Iraqi banks using Dinars rather than Dollars as a way of 

getting around the sanctions. 

 

Iran’s Qasem Soleimani Intervenes to Resolve Disputes over Vacant Ministries in Iraq 

Commander of Iranian Quds Brigade, Qasem Soleimani has reportedly met with Iraqi Shi’ite leaders recently to 

resolve their differences in nominating one figure for the post of interior minister which remains vacant after several 

months since the formation of the new government.  According to a report by Asharq al-Awsat, Soleimani recently 

gathered the head of the Iraqi Saeroon bloc, Muqtada al-Sadr, and Lebanon’s Hezbollah chief Hassan Nasrallah 

in a meeting in Beirut to discuss Falih Fayadh’s nomination as Iraqi Interior Minister.  Fayadh, currently serving as 

Iraq’s National Security Advisor, is nominated by Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi. His nomination was rejected by 

Sadr’s Saeroon, but supported by Hadi al-Ameri, the head of Fatah Alliance, another influential Shi’ite bloc that 

also leads the majority of Hashd al-Shaabi militia groups  “According to reports from the two meetings, an 

agreement was reached to settle the case of the Interior Ministry by merging the Iraqi Government’s national 

security advisory committee and the presidency of the National Security Apparatus in a new ministry called the 

National Security Ministry, to be headed by Fayadh, while political forces agree on another name for the Interior 

Ministry portfolio,” Asharq al-Awsat reported.  Sources claimed that Saeroon and Fatah blocs also held another 

meeting last Tuesday in Baghdad to discuss and coordinate stances pertaining to the recent remarks by US 

President Donald Trump who said the US troops will remain in Iraq to “watch Iran”. 

Security 
 

Trump alludes to keeping US troops in Iraq as a counter to Iran - reaction 

President Trump has faced renewed criticism in Iraq following the airing of an interview on February 03, in which 

he indicated that American positions in Iraq were “perfectly situated” to maintain its wider Middle Eastern interests.  

“I want to be able to watch Iran,” Mr. Trump said, “We’re going to keep watching and we’re going to keep seeing 

and if there’s trouble, if somebody is looking to do nuclear weapons or other things, we’re going to know it before 
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they do.”  Further inflaming the situation, Trump hinted that some of the forces which would be drawing down in 

Syria would be shifted into Iraq – particularly to the Ain al-Assad airbase in Anbar.  The comments drew widespread 

criticism in Iraq with a number of Iraqi MPs describing them as a clear violation of Iraqi sovereignty.  Against the 

background of increased resistance to a prolonged US presence in Iraq – mostly notably through the presentation 

of a bill to Parliament calling for the withdrawal of foreign troops – the interview is expected to cause further 

considerable local anger.  

Trump’s comments come as the US is reorganising its force structure in the Middle East in order to combat the 

threat from IS. Military leaders are seeking to maintain pressure on the militant group as the president 

fundamentally reorders policy toward Syria (and Afghanistan where peace talks with the Taliban are underway).  

However, senior American officers and diplomats said Mr. Trump’s comments could undermine delicate 

negotiations in Iraq by inflaming fears among the Iraqis that the moves would be a guise to attack Iran, potentially 

straining ties with Baghdad and weakening the ability of the United States to respond to IS remnants in Syria.  

These fears were soon answered when First Vice-Speaker of the Iraqi Council of Representatives (CoR), Hassan 

Karim al-Kaabi, a member of the Sairoun bloc, on February 03 condemned Trump's remarks that US troops should 

continue to be in Iraq, saying “We will expel them from our country.”  His office released a press statement saying 

that Trump’s remarks were a flagrant violation of Iraqi sovereignty and national will.  Adding that Iraq refuses to be 

the launching pad for any attack on another country.  Al-Kaabi implied that Trump’s latest statement was part of a 

pattern of behaviour, citing Trump’s surprise visit to al-Assad Airbase shortly after Christmas.  He concluded that 

the CoR will work during the next legislative term to enact legislation that includes the termination of the security 

agreement with the US, which would have the effect of expelling all foreign military personnel from the country. 

The Iraqi President, Barham Salih, also responded to Trump’s comments at a forum in Baghdad saying that the 

US President has not asked Iraq’s permission for troops to be stationed in the country to “watch Iran”. He added 

that US troops are in Iraq as part of an agreement between the two countries with a specific mission of combating 

“terrorism” and that any action taken outside that framework is “unacceptable”. He went on to call on the US not 

to overburden Iraq with its own issues. 

Militia-aligned elements have also come out strongly in opposition to the comments, highlighting the potential for 

retaliatory actions, and it was to this backdrop that on February 02, the 13th Anbar Emergency Police Battalion in 

coordination with the Iraqi Army’s 7th Infantry Division, seized multiple Grad rockets in the desert of Dulab region, 

north of Hit, which were reported to have been aimed at Al Assad Airbase where US troops are located, and set 

with a timer to be fired 15 minutes from the time of the ISF recovery.  Although it was not clear who had primed 

these rockets for firing, it cannot be discounted that rogue Shia militias were behind the attempt.  An unconfirmed 

report in the Egyptian Masrawy news website on the same day stated that the Grads had been manufactured in 

Iran, although this remains unconfirmed.  

In addition, and also on February 02, the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) in Iraq's northern Nineveh Province 

were reported to have ‘prevented’ US troops from carrying out a foot patrol in Mosul saying, “We regarded this as 

an intentional provocative action, which required our intervention through cutting off the road and warning them 

directly".  Following this widely-circulated claim, several PMU components broadcast videos threatening US forces 

in Iraq – accusing them of making “deliberate provocations” as a means of creating local insecurity. The event in 

question took place in the Ghabat district of West Mosul, outside a base in which US troops are housed alongside 

Iraqi military forces. While the incident gained traction on social media and channels aligned with Iran and 

associated militias, it appears to be little more than a propaganda exercise. Footage shows that far from being a 

tense confrontation, as suggested by the militia elements, the US troops were able to continue past the PMU 

‘blockade’ almost casually whilst on a simple perimeter patrol and were in no way prevented from doing so by the 

militiamen. The subsequent furore was clearly intended to reinforce recent anger over the US presence in Iraq. 

According to reports, Washington has been negotiating for weeks with Baghdad to allow US Special Forces and 

support troops that are currently operating in Syria to shift their presence to bases in Iraq under the pretext of 

combatting the Islamic State (IS) and ensuring its enduring defeat. However, Trump’s recent comments could 

undermine these talks by igniting fears amongst Iraqi officials that US military presence in Iraq will serve the 
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purpose of being a check on Iran and its presence in Iraq. The comments could further inflame anti-American 

sentiments, which are currently at high levels in the country, especially within the Iraqi Parliament. 

 

Iraq says anti-IS coalition operations require its permission 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohamed al-Hakim has said that all operations carried out by the international coalition 

against Islamic State require Baghdad’s permission.  “The Iraqi government hopes for the continued support of 

the international coalition to eliminate IS, particularly the organisation’s sleeper cells,” Hakim said during a coalition 

meeting in Washington, Shafaq news website reported on February 06.  Iraq has become stable with the help of 

the international coalition, but we must affirm the principles upon which the coalition was built, the most important 

of which is respect for sovereignty,” he continued.  “All coalition operations must take place with the prior 

knowledge and approval of the Iraqi government,” he concluded.   

 

IS leader escapes coup attempt in Syria 

According to the British Guardian newspaper Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of Islamic State survived a coup 

attempt last month launched by foreign fighters in his eastern Syrian hideout, intelligence officials believe, and the 

terrorist group has since placed a bounty on the main plotter’s head.  The incident is believed to have taken place 

on January 10 in a village near Hajin in the Euphrates River valley, where the jihadist group is clinging to its last 

sliver of land. Regional intelligence officials say a planned move against Baghdadi led to a firefight between foreign 

fighters and the fugitive terrorist chief’s bodyguards, who spirited him away to the nearby deserts.  IS has offered 

a reward to whomever kills Abu Muath al-Jazairi, believed to be a veteran foreign fighter, one of an estimated 500 

IS fighters thought to remain in the area. While IS did not directly accuse Jazairi, placing a bounty on the head of 

one of its senior members is an unusual move and intelligence officials believe he was the central plotter.  “They 

got wind of it just in time,” an intelligence official said. “There was a clash and two people were killed. This was the 

foreign fighter element, some of his most trusted people.”  Iraqi officials and their counterparts in Britain and the 

US are confident that Baghdadi has recently spent time in the final redoubt of the so-called caliphate, where the 

group’s diehard members have regrouped after two years of battlefield losses for what has widely been billed as 

a last stand. 

 

The holdouts include senior leaders and the remnants of the ranks of foreign fighters who flooded into Syria and 

Iraq from 2013-15, swelling the ranks of the extremist organisation to at least 70,000. Now, an estimated 500 or 

so militants remain, along with their families, hemmed in by US-backed Kurdish forces on the Syrian side of the 

Iraqi border, and by Iranian-backed Shia militias on the other.  As IS’ area of control has disintegrated, and its 

leaders have been annihilated, Baghdadi’s whereabouts have become an increasing focus. A diabetic with high 

blood pressure, who suffered permanent injury in an airstrike four years ago, he has been on the run from the 

militaries of four nation states as well as tens of thousands of militia since his only public appearance to anoint 

himself as caliph in the al-Nuri mosque in Mosul in mid-2014. 

 

While rumours of unrest within the dwindling organisation have swirled in recent months, there has been little – 

until now – to suggest a serious threat from within to Baghdadi’s leadership or life. Those who have stayed near 

the extremist leader are themselves also ideologically driven veterans, whose loyalty has been tested over years 

of losses. However, Isis fighters – among them former diehards – have been fleeing the besieged areas each day 

for the past three weeks, with several thousand members and their families surrendering to Kurdish-led forces 

near Deir ez-Zor.  Among the new captives are large numbers of foreigners, some of whom insist they were forced 

further into the group’s shrinking lands by months of hectic attacks. Kurdish forces believe that foreigners remain 

clustered around the remnants of the Isis leadership. Several captives are believed to be among them – including 

the British journalist John Cantlie, who was one of more than 25 foreigners held by IS in Raqqa.  Cantlie was 

captured by IS in Syria in 2012 and subsequently fronted a series of propaganda videos for the group. He has not 

been seen since the last video was last released in 2016, but earlier this week the UK security minister, Ben 

Wallace, in a briefing with reporters, said he believed Cantlie was still alive. Reports on Thursday suggested IS 

could be using Cantlie and other western hostages still unaccounted for as bargaining chips in return for safe 

passage out.   
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Kurdish forces, and intelligence officials in Iraq, estimate that the remnants of the group have enough weapons 

and personnel to survive for at least another month, if they choose to hold firm. Fighters have an escape route, of 

sorts, to the deserts, but Syrian regime and Russian forces are active to the south of that area, making a dash into 

the sands a tricky proposition.  Roads to the frontlines remain littered with the ruins of recent clashes: buildings 

pancaked by bombs and oilfields ransacked for parts. Roads leading to the Syrian border have been gouged by 

the retreating extremists who – even in the depths of winter – are sustaining a furious rear-guard action.  Despite 

IS’ loss of land, there are growing signs of a low-level insurgency re-emerging in Iraq, near where the group overran 

Mosul in June 2014. The numbers of roadside bombs and summary executions have steadily increased over the 

past year, officials in northern Iraq say.  

 

Iraq state company denies Shiite militia smuggling Mosul oil 

Iraq’s North Oil Company (NOC) denied on January 03 that Shiite militia groups were smuggling oil from Nineveh 

to Syria and Iran, saying that the company strictly manages the province’s oilfields.  “The North Oil Company 

denies what has circulated in the media and in statements and allegations by some members of the House of 

Representatives on the smuggling of oil from the fields of Nineveh province.” NOC said in a statement.  A number 

of Iraqi parliamentarians, among them Ahmed al-Jabouri, an MP from Mosul have accused certain groups within 

the Hashd al-Shaabi of smuggling oil from Qayyarah, home to dozens of oil wells, to local markets and to Iran and 

Syria.  The North Oil Company said in its statement that it “manages the Nineveh oilfields and all its stations in 

accordance with administrative and technical standards, and they are closely monitored by the control and auditing 

authorities and are protected by the Iraqi Energy Police and the Iraqi Army.”   

 

Kurdish forces to return to Kirkuk 

The Peshmerga armed forces of the autonomous Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in northern Iraq are set 

to return to the disputed Kirkuk Province based on an agreement reached with the central Baghdad government, 

according to the Kurdish privately-owned NRT TV’s website reported on February 06. The two sides struck the 

deal at a meeting in Baghdad on February 04, the outlet said.  Kurdish media outlets on February 04 briefly 

reported a meeting between the two sides in Baghdad but provided no detail at the time on what had been 

discussed.  Based on the agreement reached between the two sides, joint forces will be formed to defend the 

disputed areas, mainly in Kirkuk, the Kurdish outlet said.  The joint forces will include Kurdish fighters of KRG's 

Peshmerga forces and soldiers of the Iraqi federal forces of 61st Battalion, an armed force that responds to the 

command of the Iraqi Council of Ministers, the Kurdish report said.  The Kurdish outlet cited “a reliable source who 

attended the [Baghdad] meeting”, saying the joint forces, once formed, would man checkpoints around the outskirts 

of the city of Kirkuk.  Iraqi federal police and the local Kirkuk police would manage internal security inside the city, 

it added.  The local police in Kirkuk are largely made up of Kurds, although they are affiliated to the central 

government.  The report did not mention whether the agreement would include the return of the Kurdish Assayish 

security forces tied to the autonomous region’s ruling Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP).  A source told press that 

the reason behind the Iraqi prime minister’s recent order was the rise in attacks by the Islamic State (IS) group 

across the disputed areas, “particularly in Kirkuk, as well as in [the towns of] Khanaqin, Jalawla and Saadiyah [in 

Diyala Province]".  On local media reports claiming that these joint efforts were initially a US military project, Yawar 

said: “It is not a US project", adding that the US-led coalition commanders on the ground "only encourage us both 

[Erbil and Baghdad governments] to work together”.   

 

In addition to this, committees have been formed to coordinate joint military operations in the disputed territories 

of Iraq. This has come as a result of an edict by the Iraqi Prime Minister’s office, which ordered the formation of a 

Supreme Committee and five more subcommittees. These have the authority to form joint-operations task forces 

and coordinate in the disputed territories. These subcommittees will first conduct a field survey to determine the 

areas where extra security is needed. If successful, these bodies will go a long way to helping improve security 

coordination between Erbil and Baghdad, thus mending the fractured security structure in northern Iraq. 

Furthermore, these bodies could help address the severe gaps in security in many parts of the country especially 

in northern Iraq. 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

09 February 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [10] 
                       garda.com 

 

 

PMU arrest leader of Abu al-Fadhl al-Abbas brigade – shut down four ‘fake’ PMU headquarters 

The Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU) arrested one of its own commanders on Thursday night (February 07) after 

a series of outspoken remarks. Aws al-Khafaji, the commander of the Abu al-Fadhl al-Abbas Brigade, was arrested 

along with a number of other members of his brigade after PMU fighters raided his headquarters in Baghdad’s 

Karada neighbourhood. His arrest comes after an interview on Iraqi News Channel Aseea, where he said claimed 

that the assassination of the prominent Iraqi writer Alaa Mashdhoub came as a result of an article he wrote against 

Iran. He claimed that the assassination came from those who “love Iran”. The comments appeared to have been 

alluding to pro-Iran groups and individuals within the PMU. During the same interview, Khafaji added that “we 

should oppose the presence of Turkey, the United States and even Iran in Iraq”. Another video emerged where 

Khafaji called for retribution for the death of Mashdhoub, who is his cousin, saying that “those who spilled forbidden 

blood on the forbidden soil [of Karbala] to silence the voice of the truth won’t be left or unattended to”. While the 

PMU did not give a reason for the arrest of Khafaji, it is believed to be related to these inflammatory remarks that 

appear to call for revenge against certain members of the PMU.   

 

Further to this, the PMU also closed four other PMU offices that were deemed to be ‘fake’. A statement was 

released, saying that the decision was carried out following a meeting between the security directorate of the PMU, 

the Karada municipality and the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF), which determined that the bases were indeed fake. It 

is unknown whether this measure had any relation to the controversy surrounding Aws al-Khafaji. However, the 

fact that the closure of the offices occurred in proximity to his arrest suggests that the offices may have belonged 

to the Abu al-Fadhl al-Abbas Brigade and is in fact related to the recent development.  

 

The arrest of Khafaji has prompted subsequent outrage from the Khafaji tribe. A video has been released which 

appears to show the head of the Khafaji tribe, Amer Ghani Sakban al-Khafaji, denouncing the arrest of Khafaji. 

Sakban called on the Iraqi Government to ensure his safety and release from detainment and threatened a 

“revolution” if his demands are not met within the next 24 hours. Aws al-Khafaji, previously a Sadrist, has grown 

in prominence in recent years after establishing his own armed brigade in 2012. His group was one of the main 

groups that entered Syria to prop up the Syrian Government and other Iranian-backed armed groups during the 

Syrian Civil War. However, despite his history working with Iran, Khafaji has recently become more vocal in his 

criticism of Iran, which has led to a rift between him and other PMU commanders and groups. The assassination 

of his cousin, Alaa Mashdhoub, and his subsequent arrest has led to an intensification of these internal tensions 

within the PMU and could threaten its unity. Furthermore, the recent intervention of the head of the Khafaji tribe 

has meant that the implications of these recent developments will go beyond internal divisions within the PMU and 

could ignite tensions between prominent Shia tribes and the PMU. A conflict with powerful southern tribes in Iraq 

could have a detrimental impact on the PMU’s popularity in the south and could sow further divisions and ignite 

more widespread tribal conflicts, especially as so many tribes are currently enmeshed within the PMU. 

Economy 
 

President Salih ratifies 2019 budget 

On February 04, President Salih ratified the 2019 budget – issuing a post-signing statement stressing the need to 

rapidly begin a new phase of construction and reconstruction. Despite its passage, however, considerable criticism 

over the plan persists. Experts suggest the budget fails to address the country’s most urgent problems, despite 

featuring the second-highest spending volume in Iraq’s post-Saddam history – a sharp increase on the previous 

year. Most notably, the money allocated to public sector salaries is significantly higher than in preceding budgets. 

The budget is certainly a reflection of political pressures and competing priorities, particularly through the 

fragmented government’s avoidance of unpopular decisions. Despite the size of the budget and its increased 

deficit, the highest since 2003, necessary spending in the investment/infrastructure spheres is minimal. While 

financial additions in the budget helped break its deadlock, the spending plan appears unlikely to ease many of 

Iraq’s long-term challenges, particularly regarding services and reconstruction. 

Energy minister says Iran to reconstruct Iraqi power infrastructure 
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Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian has said Iran and Iraq will soon finalise an agreement on improving Iraqi 

power infrastructure, the national broadcaster IRIB's news agency reported on February 02.  Ardakanian said: 

"The Iraqi energy minister will come to Iran to finalise a three-year plan for the improvement of their power, 

reconstruction of their network and reduction of electrical power wastage, which is more than 50 per cent now. 

This would be a good opportunity for active [participation of Iranian] private comapnies."  He also pointed to a 

memorandum of understanding between the two countries on Iraq's debts to Iran.  In July 2018, the Young 

Journalist Club quoted Gholamreza Shariati, the governor of Iranian southwestern border province of Khuzestan, 

as saying that Iraq owed Iran 1bn dollars for power imports from Iran.  Ardakanian added that the ministry is 

planning to connect Iran's power network to Syria's through Iraq.   He pointed to Syria's need to construct new 

power plants to add 800 MW to its capacity and said: "We are working on long-term cooperation with the Syrian 

power industry, which is undergoing a broad reconstruction."  Nevertheless, the energy minister said that Iran 

would not deliver electricity to any country "for free" and described this policy as a "red line".  Ardakanian also said 

intense negotiations with Russia were underway to synchronise Iran and Russia power networks.  Power 

synchronisation, which is also called grid synchronisation, is essential to match two networks in terms of voltage, 

frequency and other parameters. This matching allows connecting two networks together. 

 

Iraqi, Jordanian PMs meet on border, open crossing 

Iraq's Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has met his Jordanian counterpart Omar al-Razzaz during a visit to the 

border area to open Turaibil border crossing.  Abdul Mahdi's media office as saying that the meeting aimed to "put 

the agreement on cooperation and exchange of interests between the two countries into effect, open a joint 

industrial zone and implement a joint agreement that was signed in Baghdad on 29 December 2018".  The two 

prime ministers were accompanied by high-ranking delegations, the website reported on February 02.  The mayor 

of Al-Rutbah district, which borders Jordan, said the meeting aims to sign the agreement to allow lorries from both 

countries to pass through the border crossing.  The agreement is also meant to streamline customs procedures 

between both countries, he added.  The joint agreement covers various fields, including oil, trade, electricity, 

customs tariffs, and a joint industrial zone on the joint border.  Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi said revenues 

that will result from these deals will help recover the Iraqi labour market, especially in Anbar Province, Jordan will 

also train Iraqis in the medical and water sectors, the statement said.  Iraq also agreed to exempt some Jordanian 

commodities from customs duties. In return, Jordan will allow a 75 per cent waiver for Iraqi imports via Aqaba 

seaport. Jordan will supply Iraq with electricity, and the latter will supply Jordan with 10,000 barrels daily from 

Kirkuk's oil, the website said.  Both sides also agreed to extend an oil pipeline from Basra in southern Iraq to the 

Jordanian port city of Aqaba, according to the statement. 

 
Turkey to provide 5bn dollars loan to Iraq - foreign minister 

Turkey will provide around 5bn dollars in loans for the reconstruction of Iraq, the foreign minister said on February 

03.  “We made the biggest commitment to Iraq,” Mevlut Cavusoglu told a meeting organised by the Beyoglu 

Municipality in Istanbul.  “We will provide 5bn dollars credit,” Cavusoglu said, adding that Turkish business people 

will utilise this loan for their projects in Iraq.  “We have already begun coordination of these works for the 

reconstruction of Iraq,” Cavusoglu added.  The top diplomat added that he is set to visit both the Iraqi capital 

Baghdad and Erbil, the administrative capital of Kurdish regional government. President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

will visit Iraq after local elections in Turkey slated for March 31.  In 2017, Iraq was Turkey’s fourth largest export 

partner, according to the Foreign Ministry.  “Turkey’s bilateral trade volume with Iraq declined from 2014 to 2016 

due to security problems in Iraq. In 2017, this trend has been reversed and the bilateral trade volume has 

increased,” the ministry said, adding that Turkey expected the trade volume to reach over 12bn dollars in the 

upcoming years.   
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In the Kurdistan region, residents of Erbil's Hiram City protested on February 02 over the area's lack of services, 

saying they were caught in the middle of a dispute between the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) and the 

company that built the development.  The residents said they do not have electricity, water, or proper road access, 

but are still required to pay a monthly fee for services that they do not receive.  Separately, a dispute between two 

families sparked by the contents of a history book resulted in extended and heavy machine gun fire late on 

February 01 in the Hawlery Nwe neighbourhood of Erbil.  The incident was successfully controlled by Erbil police 

and security forces without any casualties.  Apparently, the cause of the incident was that the book had been 

written by an author of the Khailani tribe which described the clan’s history but failed to mention a specific tribal 

elder.  This ignited the dispute between two tribe members and escalated into a gunfight between two families. 

 

The police directorate of Dukan district in Sulaymaniyah announced the arrest of 26 suspects on various criminal 

charges during the course of last month.  It was also reported that security forces in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq 

have arrested three suspected Islamic State (IS) group members, including two senior figures known as "emirs".  

The arrests were made on terrorism charges and were carried out by the Assayish security force in Garmyan 

Administration a few days earlier, the report said.  Garmyan is in Sulaymaniyah governorate and is administered 

by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan.  The security force said that those arrested were accused of taking part in 
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several terrorist acts in Hawijah and Hamrin, in Kirkuk governorate, and Mosul, Nineveh governorate.  According 

to the report, the suspects entered the Kurdistan Region under cover following the collapse of IS in Iraq, and 

stayed at Darbandikhan and the village of Sayda, both in Sulaymaniyah governorate.  The Garmyan Assayish said 

the suspects had admitted to being involved in fighting and planting IEDs. 

 

In Nineveh province, activity has been typified this week by search and arrest operations and a number of 

significant finds of legacy IS weapons caches.  Meanwhile, it was also reported that an altercation broke out 

between a force from the PMF’s 40th Bde (Kata'ib al-Imam Ali) and the bodyguards of a judge named as Samir 

Berwari (a Kurd) in Tal Abtah, south of Mosul for unknown reasons.   

 

In Kirkuk City this week, a UVIED reportedly detonated beneath a civilian's vehicle in the Imam Qassim area of 

Kirkuk city, causing material damage only.  The wider province saw a large number of IS-related security incidents. 

ISF killed five Islamic State militants on February 06 when a joint force of Iraqi army, police and PMF, backed by 

gunships carried out a search operation on the edges of al-Multaqa sub-district, some 20 km southeast of Kirkuk 

city.  Of the five IS militants killed, three were suicide bombers wearing explosive belts, he said.  A number of anti-

IS operations were also carried out.  The PMU Brigades 29, 33 and 35 along with the Iraqi Army’s 15th Brigade 

started search and raid operations in the Sassan mountain range in the north west of Nineveh province in an 

attempt to flush out IS sleeper cells according to national press reporting.  A member of the federal police was 

reportedly wounded in a road-side IED detonation near the village of Mahmudiyah in Hawijah district, and IS 

militants detonated multiple explosive devices against the house of an ISF member in the village of al-Mansiya in 

Rashad sub-district. A further two separate IED detonations were reported in Qara Yala and Saba Nissan villages 

in Rashad – again – no casualties were reported.  Also in Rashid, several mortar rounds, thought to have been 

launched by IS militants, impacted in the village of al-Hamel without causing casualties.  The point of origin was 

assessed to be within the nearby Hamrin Mountains.  Finally, unconfirmed uncorroborated reports claimed that in 

the early hours of February 06, a ‘US-led coalition force’, stationed at the K-1 air base, destroyed an IS shelter in 

an operation launched in the village of Jamal al-Assi in the al-Khabbaza area near the oil concession in Kirkuk 

district, killing an unspecified number of terrorists.  

 

In Salah-al-Din, several Iranian pilgrims were wounded on February 03 after the bus carrying them in Balad, in the 

south of Salah-al-Din governorate, was targeted by insurgents, an Iranian official confirmed. Nine Iranian pilgrims 

and an Iraqi assistant driver sustained injuries in the attack, three of whom are in serious condition.  The pilgrims 

were from the Iranian city of Parsabad Moghan in Ardabil province, north-west of Iran. On the type of the attack, 

some media reports have described it as an improvised explosive device (IED) that exploded at the roadside, but 

there were also reports that the terrorists may have opened fire on the bus.  Meanwhile, the international US-led 

coalition struck IS sites on February 03 according to Iraq's Security Media Centre (SMC).  The strike targeted IS 

militants’ hideouts in the Makhoul and Hamrin mountains in Salah-al-Din province.  The SMC said the strike was 

based on an intelligence tip-off and was coordinated with the Joint Operations Command.  A road-side IED 

detonated against a civilian vehicle in the al-Jalam region in eastern Samarra district, resulting in one individual 

killed and several others wounded (all from one family) and an ISF member was reportedly killed and three others 

wounded in clashes with IS insurgents in Zour Kanus village of Shirqat district.  Finally, IS militants reportedly 

abducted three people from the village of al-Mis'hak, in northern Baiji.  The three civilians were reportedly 

harvesting wild mushrooms in the mountain areas of Makhoul when they were abducted by the militants.  IS 

militants were later reported to have executed all three.  

 

In Diyala province, Iraqi police repelled an attack by IS and killed seven gunmen of the jihadist group in the majority 

Kurdish town of Khanaqin in Diyala Province.  In addition, a member of the Oil Police Force (OPF) was killed and 

a second wounded when suspected IS terrorists staged an attack on a post providing security for the crude oil 

pipeline that extends near the village of Yousif al-Helan, 25 km south of Baqubah.  PMU artillery bombardments 

in the Hamrin mountain region reportedly killed a prominent Islamic State leader from Baquba on February 02 and 

Iraqi intelligence forces reportedly killed a senior IS leader in the Bahraz area in the province in addition to 

destroying two hideouts and seizing various kinds of weapons in the same operation.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

In Anbar province this week, it was reported that PMU artillery assets conducted a cross-border bombardment, 

targeting an IS gathering inside the Baghur region in the Syrian territories.  In addition, an Iraqi border guard was 

reportedly killed and another wounded on February 02 when IS militants attacked their post, southeast of al-Qaim 

on the border with Syria, a local security source said.  According to the source, the extremist group also sustained 

casualties during the firefight, with a number of militants killed and wounded as ISF repelled the attack.  Acting on 

intelligence reports, security forces seized multiple rockets in two separate locations, in Haqlaniyah and central 

Haditha, which were reportedly set and ready to be launched towards ISF installations within the district. (NFDK).  

A terrorist cell comprising five members was also reported to have been arrested in an operation on Jazirat al-

Khalidiyah, east of Ramadi.  Later this week, the PMU claimed that it had launched 50 missiles targeting Islamic 

State (IS) militants holed up in Syrian towns and villages across the border. According to the PMU, the majority of 

these missiles targeted Baghouz. The admission by the PMU confirms reports that its cross-border shelling of IS 

positions in Syria has intensified, which in turn suggests a more active involvement by the PMU in the conflict in 

Syria. Meanwhile, a single source report on the BasNews website stated that the Iraqi Shi’ite militia group of 

Hezbollah attacked a US base in the Iraqi province of Anbar with rockets on February 08.  According to the report, 

the Shi'ite militias fired three rockets at a US base located near the city of al-Qaim in western Anbar.  The US has 

so far made no comment.  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Activity patterns around Baghdad City were largely consistent with long-standing trends.  Activity in the city during 

the reporting period has once again been typified by low level criminal incidents and ISF arrest and find operations.  

Unidentified gunmen carrying silenced weapons shot and killed a civilian in the Rashad area of New Baghdad 

district and social media posts stated that a PMF member, affiliated with Kata'ib al-Imam Ali (the Imam Ali 

Battalions), known as Abu Ranya was killed in a close-quarter shooting in Shatti al-Taji region of Kadhimiyah 

district.  Separately, unidentified gunmen threw a hand grenade at a house in New Baghdad, resulting in one 

civilian injured and armed assailants shot and killed a civilian in al-Amin area, also in New Baghdad district. 

 

Separately, following the removal of some of the security barriers around the city and the partial opening of the 

International Zone, according to reporting, the latest security projects to be looked at will be the Mansour hotel and 

Saadoun Park.  The office of PM Mahdi announced that the T-wall barriers will be removed from both locations to 

allow better access.  The Mansour hotel is located on the banks of the Tigris River between the Ahrar and Sinak 

bridges in Karkh.  The security furniture that had surrounded the hotel has now all been removed, and the street 

repaired.  Saadoun Park originally built in 1933 is located in New Baghdad with work to remove the security 

furniture due to commence soon.  The new Government of Iraq is determined to improve the appearance of the 

city of Baghdad by removing various security furniture including T-walls and checkpoints.  This is set against a 

backdrop of improving security throughout the city.  However, the security equipment is to be re-deployed to the 

city beltways in an attempt to create an outer security ring around the city. In addition to this, Maj Gen. Jasim, IZ 

Commander, informed the US Embassy Regional Security staff (RSO) on February 07, that he expects the IZ to 

be open 24/7 by the end of February.  This is predicated by completing a number of additional works including the 
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al-Zaytoon underpass.  Work re-building ECP8, the new checkpoint located between the Four Soldiers roundabout 

and the Babylon shops, will commence Friday 8th February, with concrete Jersey barriers replacing existing plastic 

traffic bollards.  ECP8 will remain passable during the placement of the barriers, however, there will probably be 

some traffic delays.  A probable re-configuration of ECP4 is yet to be confirmed.      

 

In the wider Baghdad Province, two people were killed and a third was wounded in a skirmish that broke out 

between two tribes in the al-Hamdiyah region of al-Wahda sub-district, Madain District, south east of Baghdad. 

Four suspects were subsequently arrested and 6 x hand grenades, 4 x assault rifles, 1 x PK machine gun, 1 x 

RPG-7, 1x 9mm handgun binocular and a quantity of ammunition were seized.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

This week in Babel province, the PMU’s 47th (Saraya al-Difa' al-Sha'abi / Kata'ib Hezbollah) Bde reportedly 

thwarted an infiltration attempt by a number of IS militants into the Abd Wais area in Jurf al-Sakhar sub-district. 

(NFDK).  It was also reported that a combined force of ISF and the PMF’s 47th Bde (Saraya al-Dafa al-Sha'bi / 

Kata'ib Hizballah) began a large-scale anti-IS security operation in the Abd Wais and Fadhiliyah areas of Jurf al-

Sakhar sub-district, north of Hillah. 

 

In Wasit, an off-duty ISF member and his wife were reportedly killed when a hand grenade accidentally detonated 

inside their home in the Sheik Saad sub-district, south east of Kut.  Two people were also reportedly killed in a 

tribal skirmishing broke out in Numaniyah district, north west of Kut. 

 

In Karbala, on the evening of February 02, local media stated that two unidentified gunmen shot and killed a 

prominent novelist named as Alaa Mishzoub near his house in the Bal al-Khan area of Karbala city. The victim had 

reportedly criticized supreme Leader of Iran Ayatollah Khomeini in a tweet on January 17, 2019.  The attack was 

met with furious protests with the Iraqi Speaker of Parliament urging the security authorities in the holy Shia city 

of Karbala to investigate what he called the "vicious assassination" of novelist Alaa Mashzoub. "We are still waiting 

for security officials to brief the public on the circumstances of the crime of assassinating writer and novelist Alaa 

Mashzoub in central Karbala, uncover the perpetrators, expose those who are behind the incident and bring them 

to justice to face retribution," Mohammed al-Halboosi said.  He stressed that the authorities would not tolerate 

incidents that "undermine the country's security and stability", the website of the privately-owned Al-Sumaria TV 

reported on February 04.  The Speaker also called for providing protection for Iraqi figures and intellectuals who 
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may be targeted by "a series of cowardly operations".  Mashzoub was killed in an attack in central Karbala on 

February 01. He was critical of Iraq's Shia parties and Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.  He has 

published a number of novels, such as “Homeland Chaos" in 2014 and “A Crime on Facebook" in 2015, in addition 

to a set of story collections and books about history, arts and literature. 

 

It was also reported that Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has visited Karbala oil refinery to inspect its 

progress. The visit aimed to observe progress and achievements as well as ways to accelerate work on the refinery 

project, said a statement by the prime minister's media office on February 04.  Abdul Mahdi met workers at the 

site and listened to their remarks. He also held a meeting with the project's supervisors and engineers who updated 

him on their work and the challenges facing them, the statement said.  He said these projects are important for 

improving Iraq's economy and boosting the labour and transportation market.  The prime minister stressed "the 

government's determination to accelerate work progress in all economic projects, especially the faltering ones", 

another statement said.  At a meeting with the directors of the South Korean companies in charge of implementing 

the refinery project, he said that the "Karbala refinery working in full capacity will contribute to developing the Iraqi 

economy", according to the statement.  He also urged the directors to speed up work on the refinery.  In January 

2014, the Iraqi cabinet assigned Karbala refinery oil refinery project to a consortium of South Korean companies 

for $6m to be developed over four and a half years. 

 

In Basra, the province saw a relatively quiet reporting period in terms of security incidents.  On the night of February 

02, a sound bomb IED detonated outside the house of a government employee in Zubair district, without causing 

casualties.  On the morning of February 06, dozens of farmers demonstrated IVO GW Spot G81 in the Rumaila 

region of Zubair district, demanding cuts on imports of tomatoes from Iran.  MSR Tampa was reportedly closed to 

traffic for a period of time.  In addition, on the evening of February 05, dozens of civilians demanding job 

opportunities and better utilities reportedly blocked Hwy 26 (the main road links between Umm Qasr Port and Khor 

al-Zubair) with burning tyres. Protestors reportedly threatened escalation if their demands are not met.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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