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Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 

the Report and are subject to change without notice. The information and opinions expressed in this Report have been formed in good faith on 

the basis of the best information and intelligence available at the time of writing, but no representation or warranty, express or implied, is made 

as to its accuracy, completeness or correctness. GardaWorld accepts no liability arising out of or in connection with the comments made or 

the information set out in this Report and the reader is advised that any decision taken to act or not to act in reliance on this Report is taken 

solely at the reader’s own risk. In particular, the comments in this Report should not be construed as advice, legal or otherwise. 
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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Hostile rhetoric towards the US from pro-Iranian and hardline Shia factions underline heightened anti-US 

sentiments following President Trump’s comment about continued US troop presence to counter Iran.  This is 

not unprecedented however and is unlikely to affect commercial operations on the ground.  The GoI’s response 

also highlight that US-Iraqi relations remain driven by pragmatic recognition of the necessity of continued 

western military and commercial support which is unlikely to change.  

 

▪ The imminent territorial defeat of IS in Syria will likely incentivise IS cells and sympathisers to stage retaliatory 

attacks in permissive areas of Iraq.  VBIED attacks in Mosul City and continuing high levels of IS activity in 

northern Diyala province and western Anbar province underline that the group continues to pose a long-term 

security challenge.  While retaining intent to stage attacks in Baghdad and the South, the group remains 

restricted in terms of capability to escalate operations in these areas.   

 
▪ An increase in protest activity has been witnessed in the southern region in recent weeks, coinciding with an 

expected uptick ahead of the spring and summer when temperatures rise.  Protests have for the most part 

remained peaceful, with limited effect on commercial operations, but protests this week in Basra City where 

dispersed with tear gas following a confrontation with security forces, underlining that tensions remain high.  

 

▪ Prime Minister Mahdi’s office ordered the extension of the International Zone opening hours on March 11.  As 

of March 11, one through lane of the International Zone will be open between 1700hrs and 1030hrs.  A previous 

statement by the office said the IZ would ‘soon’ be open for 24hrs, without specifying when this would take 

place.  

 

▪ Political focus now remains on the four Cabinet of Minister positions that remain unresolved, including those of 

the Defence and Interior Ministers.  Opposition from Moqtada Al-Sadr’s Sairoun alliance to the selection of 

partisan figures for the remaining posts means that there is an associated risk of demonstrations as tensions 

remain high, especially in Baghdad.   

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Iranian President Rouhani pledged to expand ties with Iraq 
During the first of his three-day visit to Iraq, Iranian President Rouhani met with Prime Minister Abdul Mahdi, 

President Salih and Speaker Halbusi, after arriving in Baghdad in the morning on March 11.  According to the 

official readout of the meeting with PM Mahdi, the two leaders committed to expanding ties and cooperation in a 

number of fields, including security, trade, oil and construction. Rouhani also visited Grand Ayatollah Sistani in 

Najaf in a visit which was largely seen as a success for Rouhani both domestically and internationally.  

PM Mahdi to visit Saudi Arabia after meeting economic delegation 
Coinciding with the conclusion of President Rouhani’s visit, a ‘large’ Saudi delegation arrived in Baghdad on March 

13 to discuss economic cooperation and investments.  Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi later announced that he 

will be visiting Saudi Arabia after a meeting with Saudi Minister of Commerce and Investment Majid bin Abdullah 

al-Qasabi, and his accompanying delegation. The statement did not specify when the visit will take place however.  

PM Mahdi delivers anti-corruption speech during Parliament session 
Prime Minister Mahdi and President Salih attended the first parliament session of the second legislative term on 

March 09, and made separate speeches focusing on a broad range of issues.  Salih broadly emphasised the need 

to speed up reconstruction efforts and to make the necessary reforms to improve service provisions.  For his part, 

PM Mahdi’s speech focused almost exclusively on the need to fight corruption and stressed his administration’s 

commitment to take serious steps in the matter. 

 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political & Security 
 

Iranian President Rouhani pledged to expand ties with Iraq 
During the first of his three-day visit to Iraq, Iranian President Rouhani met with Prime Minister Abdul Mahdi, 

President Salih and Speaker Halbusi, after arriving in Baghdad in the morning on March 11.  According to the 

official readout of the meeting with PM Mahdi, the two leaders committed to expanding ties and cooperation in a 

number of fields, including security, trade, oil and construction.  In a subsequent, joint press conference, Rouhani 

and Mahdi said the two countries signed a memorandum of understanding within a broad range of issues, including 

to abolish visa fees in order to facilitate travel and business between the two countries. Rouhani also stressed 

Tehran’s commitment to forging closer ties with Iraq while seeking to ‘invite other regional states to our alliance as 

well.’ President Rouhani concluded his three-day visit to Iraq on March 13 after holding a rare meeting with Grand 

Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani in Najaf.  According to statement by Sistani’s website, the Ayatollah ‘welcomed any step to 

strengthen relations between Iraq and its neighbours as per mutual interests and on the basis of respecting the 

sovereignty of states and non-intervention in internal affairs.’  The cleric also emphasised the need for ‘balanced 

and moderate regional’ policies to ‘avoid further tragedies and damage’.   

 

Coinciding with the conclusion of President Rouhani’s visit, a ‘large’ Saudi delegation arrived in Baghdad on March 

13 to discuss economic cooperation and investments.  Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi later announced that he 

will be visiting Saudi Arabia after meeting with Saudi Minister of Commerce and Investment Majid bin Abdullah al-

Qasabi, who lead the delegation.  A statement by Mahdi’s website said ‘His Excellency’ expressed his 

determination during the meeting to expand bilateral ties and that ‘important agreements will be discussed during 

an upcoming visit to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.’   The statement did not specify when the visit will take place 

however.  For their part, the Saudi delegation expressed in a separate statement their intent to expand economic 

ties in a number of fields, including economy, oil, electricity and by supporting the reconstruction effort in areas 

formerly occupied by IS.  

 

PM Mahdi delivers anti-corruption speech during Parliament session 

Prime Minister Mahdi and President Salih attended the first parliament session of the second legislative term on 

March 09, and made separate speeches focusing on a broad range of issues.  PM Mahdi’s speech focused almost 

exclusively on the need to fight corruption and stressed his administration’s commitment to take serious steps in 

the matter. Mahdi then proceeded to outline a series of measures that had been taken since he assumed office to 

tackle the issue, including activating the Supreme Council for Combatting Corruption and providing additional 

support to the Integrity Commission.  Mahdi also said he would soon unveil a new ‘comprehensive national 

strategy’ to combat corruption and asked MPs to support the effort.  

 

The second Parliament session of the second legislative term proceeded on March 11 without voting on, or 

discussing, any of the main pressing issues.  Instead, Parliament completed the reading of a number of legislative 

bills, including proposed amendments to the Integrity Commission Law and amendments to the Penal 

Code.  Meanwhile, statements by MPs continue to suggest that the main blocs are close to a consensus on filling 

the remaining ministerial posts.  According to Badr al-Zayadi, a member of the Sadrist-led Sairun Alliance, al-Fatah 

and Sairun agree on the importance of speeding up the cabinet formation and said the two alliances are close to 

an agreement on the Ministry of Interior position.  Separately, members of the Security Committee said PM Mahdi 

would ‘soon’ be summoned to Parliament to address the issue of foreign troop presence.   

 

PM Mahdi defends the PMUs following US sanctions on Nujaba movement 
In his weekly press conference, Prime Minister Mahdi responded to the imposition of US sanctions of Harakat 

Hezbolla al-Nujaba (Nujaba Movement), saying that the decision to designate the group as a terrorist organisation 

is ‘not binding’ on the Government of Iraq (GoI).  Mahdi went on to praise the sacrifices made by the PMU in the 

fight against IS and said the US decision ‘makes no difference to us’.  Mahdi also emphasised that Iraq will not 
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become part of any regional conflicts and that the government has informed the US of its position regarding foreign 

military presence during a phone call with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, reiterating that the troops are in the 

country with GoI approval and that there are no US bases in Iraq.  The PM also called on other countries to 

continue supporting the reconstruction effort, emphasizing that international assistance is needed to rebuild areas 

damaged during the IS occupation. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Hostile trends in the northern region largely followed established patterns, with most activity accordingly 

concentrated in the areas if southwestern Kirkuk and northern Diyala province.  No large-scale attacks were 

recorded however, and hostilities remain predominantly driven by low-level IS activity targeting ISF checkpoints, 

civilians and tribal militias.   In Nineveh for example, two members of a pro-Sunni militia were killed and a third 

wounded when IS militants opened fire in Qayyarah sub-district on March 14.  One civilian was also killed and 

another wounded when a roadside IED detonated in Qarat Joq area of Makhmour on March 10.  An overall calm 

reporting period was otherwise noted in Nineveh province with relatively low levels of hostilities in terms of 

incidents.   PM Mahdi and other senior officials attended an event to commemorate Yazidi victims in Sinjar and 

began the process of exhuming mass graves in the area to investigate and document the crimes committed by 

IS.   “The exhuming of the mass grave is an indication of serious efforts for revealing the crimes of Daesh and to 

reach relevant results to unearth the identities of the victims. The process of exhuming the graves will continue," 

said Mahdi Aalaq, the secretary-general of the Council of Ministers, who also attended the event.  PMU announced 

the deployment of additional forces to secure the area.  Also, this week the commanding general of Nineveh 

Operations Command, Najim al-Jibouri, denied widespread reports circulating in the media that he resigned from 

his position on March 11.  Initial reports claimed that al-Jibouri resigned as a result of ‘political pressure’ from local 

officials and politicians.  The joint operations command also denied the reports.  
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Incidents in Kirkuk province remain predominantly confined to the southwestern areas of the province, including 

Hawijah district where an increase in activity was noted towards the end of the week.  Two separate attacks were 

recorded on March 14 and 15, both involving gunmen targeting PMU forces in Hawijah district, killing two and 

injuring another two in total.  Both attacks were reported to have taken place during the night, corroborating 

statements by local security officials that IS has increased night-time activity around Hawijah district.   ISF, backed 

by coalition airstrikes, also carried out security operations in Dibis district and al-Rashad sub-district on two 

separate occasions during the week, as part of a continuous effort led by federal police forces to stabilise these 

areas.  No significant events were reported in Kirkuk City in terms of incidents, with most reporting dominated by 

arrest operations targeting criminality.  On March 15, a grenade was tossed outside the residence of an ISF 

member, causing material damage but no casualties.   

 

Very low levels of hostilities were recorded in Salah al-Din province this week, marking a general decline in 

comparison to previous weeks.  One PMU member was killed when an IED detonated in Baiji district on March 10 

while two body finds were reported in Samarra and Ishaqi districts further south.  Reporting was otherwise 

dominated by arrest operations targeting suspected IS activity and criminality in different areas of the province.   

Late in the week, deputy PMU chairman Abu Mahdi al-Mohandas visited Samarra and met with members of the 

Sadrist Peace Brigades to oversee the effort to secure the city and the surrounding area.  In a statement, 

Mohandes praised the effort of the Peace Brigades and commended their high level of discipline, in their 

continuous effort to secure the areas around the city.  

 

Higher activity levels were as usual recorded in Diyala province, most of which was as usual confined to the 

northern areas of the province.  One person was killed and another six injured when mortar shells impacted inside 

a residential area of Qarrah Teppeh.  Multiple SAF attacks were also recorded in the around Lake Hamrin, related 

to the continued asymmetric campaign by IS cells in these districts.  Federal police forces were also reported to 

have repulsed an IS attacks in the outskirts of Khanaqin district on March 12, with casualties reported on both 

sides.  Also in Khanaqin district, the PMU announced the deployment of additional forces and the implementation 

of new security measures to close security gaps exploited by IS militants.  The PMU have also commenced night-

time raids in the districts to track down IS cells.   Low-level asymmetric activity also continued in the Diyala river 

valley, with low-level attacks targeting civilians and ISF, met with security operations.  Three IS shelters were also 

targeted by Iraqi airstrikes around Muqdadiyah on March 11, underscoring the continuing territorial threat posed 

by IS in these areas.   

  



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

16 March 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [10] 
                       garda.com 

 

Anbar Province 

 

 

 

No significant changes in the overall situation was noted in Anbar province this week.  Security officials announced 

the conclusion to the security operations launched over the previous week in Rutbah and Nukhaib, with multiple 

IS shelters and tunnel systems reportedly destroyed.  The operations came in response to the killing of civilians 

picking truffles in late February.  In western Anbar, ISF reportedly launched several artillery strikes across the Syria 

border, targeting IS positions in the villages in Baghouz district.  The reports, which cited local security officials in 

the area, did not specify whether the strikes were coordinated with Syrian Government Forces or the Syrian 

Democratic Forces who are in process of taking back the last remaining IS pocket in Baghouz. 

 

National Security Advisor Faleh al-Fayyad was also seen in the Iraq/Syrian border areas, accompanies by a senior 

ISF delegation including Deputy Army Chief of Staff Abdul Amir Yarallah and the Commander of the Border Guards 

Hamed al-Husseini.  The visit was reportedly made to assess whether additional security deployments are 

necessary to safeguard the border but there were no subsequent reports indicating whether a decision had been 

made to deploy additional troops. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Hostilities in the capital were as usual confined to the outer districts including Adhamiyah, New Baghdad and Sadr 

City, likely driven by a mix of local disputes, intra-Shia violence and criminality.  No terrorism-related incidents 

were recorded in the capital this week and overall security trends remain consistent with long-standing patterns.  

In a typical incident on March 12, gunmen tossed a grenade outside a civilians’ house in Adhamiyah district causing 

material damage but no casualties.  Gunmen also shot and killed a civilian in New Baghdad area on March 10, in 

an incident believed to be related to a personal dispute.  Minor protest activity continued across the city, with 

gatherings reported outside the Ministry of Oil, Ministry of Finance and Tahrir Square over separate issues.  A 

smaller gathering was recorded on Tahrir Square on Friday afternoon, with fewer protesters in attendance than 

usual.   

 

Hostile trends in the provincial areas were also consistent with usual patterns, and violence confined to areas 

typically characterised by high levels of violence.  Accordingly, low-level attacks claiming low numbers of casualties 

were recorded during the week in the districts of Taji, Jisr Diyala, Nahrawan and Abu Ghraib, all likely related to 

local disputes rather than terrorism.  Although traditionally associated with Sunni extremist terrorism, the Baghdad 

belts areas remain characterised by local violence and there are no concrete signs of any IS resurgence.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

Once again in the south this week there was the usual mix of low-level violence associated with criminality and 

personal dispute. Localised protest action was also witnessed this week highlighting the recurring themes of 

political corruption, employment, a lack of medical facilities and care and working conditions. The non-violent 

nature of these protests will remain dependent on the measured and appropriate responses by security force 

personnel deployed to police these events.  

 

In Basra, an overall decline in protect activity was recorded although minor protests continued related to a number 

of grievances, including demands for increased federal spending, employment, permanent employment contracts 

and improved service provisions.  Flooding in Qurna after protective berms were breached by water from the Hawr 

al-Hawizeh Lake in Maysan (the marshes), also has the potential to incite farmer protests to the north of the 

province. A decision by the Ministry of Water to increase the run-off from the marshes overwhelmed the already 

weak berms protecting the land and flooded nearby fields which were planted with wheat and barley. 

 

In terms of hostilities, Basra continued to witness a mix of tribal tensions, local disputes and criminality.  The main 

event this period was a tribal engagement in Qarmat Ali on the 12th. The fighting between the Hamdan and the 

Battat tribes saw the use of medium and heavy weapons over a protracted period (over 12 hours). One person 

was killed and seven more injured in the incident, and of note is the relatively slow response of the Emergency 

Response Battalion (ERB). Eighteen individuals were arrested and two RPGs, a PKC and eight Ak-47s were 

seized in relation to the dispute which raises the outlook for revenge activity.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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