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OUTLOOK
Short term outlook
▪ Hostile rhetoric towards the US from pro-Iranian and hardline Shia factions underline heightened anti-US
sentiments following President Trump’s comment about continued US troop presence to counter Iran. This is
not unprecedented however and is unlikely to affect commercial operations on the ground. The GoI’s response
also highlight that US-Iraqi relations remain driven by pragmatic recognition of the necessity of continued
western military and commercial support which is unlikely to change.
▪

The imminent territorial defeat of IS in Syria will likely incentivize IS cells and sympathisers to stage retaliatory
attacks in permissive areas of Iraq. VBIED attacks in Mosul City and continuing high levels of IS activity in
northern Diyala province and western Anbar province underline that the group continues to pose a long-term
security challenge. While retaining intent to stage attacks in Baghdad and the South, the group remains
restricted in terms of capability to escalate operations in these areas.

▪

An increase in protest activity has been witnessed in the southern region in recent weeks, coinciding with an
expected uptick ahead of the spring and summer when temperatures rise. Protests have for the most part
remained peaceful, with limited effect on commercial operations, but protests this week in Basra City where
dispersed with tear gas following a confrontation with security forces, underlining that tensions remain high.

▪ Prime Minister Mahdi’s office ordered the extension of the International Zone opening hours on March 11. As
of March 11, one through lane of the International Zone will be open between 1700hrs and 1030hrs. A previous
statement by the office said the IZ would ‘soon’ be open for 24hrs, without specifying when this would take
place.
▪ Political focus now remains on the four Cabinet of Minister positions that remain unresolved, including those of
the Defence and Interior Ministers. Opposition from Moqtada Al-Sadr’s Sairoun alliance to the selection of
partisan figures for the remaining posts means that there is an associated risk of demonstrations as tensions
remain high, especially in Baghdad.

Medium to long term outlook
▪

Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS
operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk. Attacks will continue to target
security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security
forces.

▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an
insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets,
the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and
along the Hamrin Mountains.
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra
and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions
expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS.
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
Al-Fayyadh may withdraw from Interior Minister candidacy
Reports are circulating within pro-Iran media outlets in Iraq that Falih al-Fayyadh will withdraw his candidacy for
the Minister of Interior post. According to Al-Alam, an Arabic news outlet broadcasting from Iran and owned by the
state-owned media corporation Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB), the Fatah and Sa’eroun coalitions
have agreed to withdraw Fayyadh’s nomination for the position.

US extends Iraq’s exemption on Iranian Sanctions
The United States has announced a three-month extension for the Government of Iraq to bypass the current trade
sanctions levied at Iran. The current waiver expired on March 19 and President Trump has extended it for another
90 days. The exemption relates to Basra’s reliance on Iranian natural gas to power electricity in the region which
accounts for nearly 45% of all power consumption. Iraq imports around 28 million cubic metres of Iranian gas daily
which provides power up to one million homes. In summer last year Iraq failed to pay Iran on time for the electricity
which triggered wide spread protesting in southern Iraq.

PM declares three-day mourning period in Iraq after Mosul capsizing kills 100
The Prime Minister of Iraq on March 21 declared three days of mourning after a ferry boat sank in Mosul, killing
one hundred people. A ferry capsized in the Tigris River in Mosul on the first day of Newroz. The ferry was loaded
three times over its capacity.
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OVERVIEW
Political
Al-Fayyadh may withdraw from Interior Minister candidacy
Reports are circulating within pro-Iran media outlets in Iraq that Falih al-Fayyadh will withdraw his candidacy for
the Minister of Interior post. According to Al-Alam, an Arabic news outlet broadcasting from Iran and owned by the
state-owned media corporation Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB), the Fatah and Sa’eroun coalitions
have agreed to withdraw Fayyadh’s nomination for the position. The source quoted in the article claimed that as
part of this agreement, the Bina’ bloc will nominate another candidate that will be accepted by Sa’eroun. In addition
to this, Harakat al-Nujuba’s own media outlet has reported that Fayyadh will withdraw his nomination from the post
in exchange for a different post, namely, the position of Deputy Prime Minister for Military and Security affairs.
Poll conducted to assess Mahdi’s performance
A poll was conducted by Al Mustakella for Research (IIACSS) to assess the performance of PM Adil Abdul Mahdi
after his 100 days of rule. Overall, the poll found widespread scepticism which was conducted in January this year,
and surveyed 1300 people, from all over Iraq. When asked how satisfied they were with the new government, most
of the individuals ranked it below 50%. PM Mahdi was at 45% and President Barham Salih was slightly better at
48%. In another question which asked the Iraqi’s to rank the government from 1 to 10 (with 1 the lowest and 10
the highest,) the PM and President received an average of 4.6 each. The parliament was lower at 3.7, Speaker
Halbusi received a 4, the ministers a 3.7 and the justice system 4.3. When asked about services the new
government had provided so far, security had the highest rating at 52% - everything else was below the 50% mark
with water at 48%, electricity at 33%, education at 29%, and health care and higher education at 28% each.
Nationality Draft-Law draws criticism in Iraq
An amendment to the nationality law in Iraq has drawn criticism over “dangerous flaws” in the draft that suggests
granting Iraqi nationality to foreigners who have lived in the country for just one year. The government submitted
to draft to parliament last week, sparking a wave of fierce popular and political criticism. Veteran former MP
Hassan al-Alawi launched a scathing attack against the government and those behind the amendment, accusing
them of “betraying Iraq.” “Everyone who helped draft and supported this law is not Iraqi. They are foreign agents
and traitors, who agree to selling their country,” he charged in statements that were widely circulated on social
media. “What kind of state grants its nationality to an individual who has lived there for one year?” he stated,
warning of attempts to alter the demographics in Baghdad should the amendments be approved. MP Ammar
Tohme echoed these concerns, telling Asharq Al-Awsat that the amendment has “dangerous flaws,” noting that
foreigners displaced in Iraq could obtain the nationality after just one year spent in the country.
US extends Iraq’s exemption on Iranian Sanctions
The United States has announced a three-month extension for the Government of Iraq to bypass the current trade
sanctions levied at Iran. The current waiver expired on March 19 and President Trump has extended it for another
90 days. The exemption relates to Basra’s reliance on Iranian natural gas to power electricity in the region which
accounts for nearly 45% of all power consumption. Iraq imports around 28 million cubic metres of Iranian gas daily
which provides power up to one million homes. In summer last year Iraq failed to pay Iran on time for the electricity
which triggered wide spread protesting in southern Iraq.
PM Mahdi Announces More Foreign Visits
Prime Minister Mahdi has announced he will visit five countries during April as part of his first series official foreign
visits. A spokesperson for PM Mahdi announced that he would be visiting Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Iran, Jordan and
Egypt. PM Mahdi has previously stated that he would refrain from any official foreign visits until the government
had been formed and the implementation of key governments programs.
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Security
Over 1,000 IS militants ‘reorganise’ in Iraq’s north
The number of Islamic State's (IS) militants who have regrouped in Iraq’s northern Mount Qarachokh has increased
to around 1,000 gunmen, pro-Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) Azhans weekly said in its latest edition published
on March 16. The number of IS militants has increased just recently in the mountainous area located near the
majority Kurdish town of Makhmour, which is in Nineveh Province and some 50km away from Iraqi Kurdistan
capital Erbil. A top Kurdish military official of the autonomous Kurdistan Region’s Peshmerga Ministry, Jabbar
Yawar, “confirmed” the increasing number of IS gunmen in the area, the newspaper report said. Yawar told the
paper that they are “aware of IS movements in those areas … there is a security gap between [Kurdish] Peshmerga
forces and the Iraqi army in those areas and IS [militants] have capitalised on that to move around”. IS militants
have established 11 outposts in the area, the newspaper said, adding that “their number has now increased to
more than 1,000 [fighters]”. An administrator of the office of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan’s (PUK) Erbil office,
Ghazi Faysal, told the Iraqi Kurdish weekly that “IS gunmen have been active at Mount Qarachokh for more than
one year”. He added: “IS [militants] are now busy reorganising, particularly in the villages of Qarata, Soran, Ali
Rash, Chwargoman and Bafri Spi.” A senior military official from the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) on March
10 told his party's official news website that around a 100 IS militants were active at Mount Qarachokh, adding
that they were planning attacks to prove that they still exit in the country. KDP armed forces have the upper hand
in the mountainous area and in the town of Makhmour, and it is therefore possible that one of the outlets could be
exaggerating and the other downplaying the figures of the IS fighters operating in that area.
IS Fails to Penetrate into Al-Anbar Province
Iraqi security forces (ISF) have blocked the penetration of a group of IS insurgents into the town of al-Qaim in
Western Al-Anbar province, according to press reporting. Troops from the Iraqi Army reportedly used mines and
“traps” in the operation during which it said it killed a number of insurgents and destroyed a military vehicle they
were travelling in. In a separate but related report, ISF stated that they had reinforced their positions near the
border with Syria saying that "A large number of security and Hashd al-Sha'abi (PMU) forces have been dispatched
to the western part of Iraq's Al-Anbar province during the past week”.
IS leader al-Baghdadi issues new message via spokesman
The leader of Islamic State group (IS), Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, has reportedly called on his men to stop using mobile
phones, warning against the devices' security risks. Al-Baghdadi was quoted by his spokesman, Abu al-Hasan alMuhajir, in a new 40-minute audio message that was released on March 18. The warning suggests that the group's
leadership sees smart phones as a serious security threat, especially at a time when IS faces intense pressure in
Syria where it is about to lose its last foothold in the country. In addition, al-Muhajir asserted that the group's socalled caliphate was not over despite the group's looming loss of al-Baghuz in Syria. While the overall focus of
the message was IS's alleged ongoing strength and ability to rebound, it briefly touched on the March 15
Christchurch mosque shootings in New Zealand. Al-Muhajir said the attack was a "wake up call" to Muslims that
is bound to prompt "caliphate supporters living there to take revenge". Al-Muhajir also mocked US President
Donald Trump's declaration in December that IS had been defeated, noting that even the president's close aids
disagreed and believed that IS was a grave ongoing threat. He cited the resignation of Brett McGurk, the US
special envoy for the coalition against IS, over Mr. Trump's decision to pull out troops from Syria as evidence that
IS was still a potent force.
Al-Muhajir also delivered a strong message of threat to Kurds in the ranks of the US-backed Syrian Democratic
Forces (SDF), which has been taking the lead in the fight against IS in eastern Syria. The IS official told Kurds
that they should expect retaliation attacks in the form of assassinations and bombings targeting their areas of
control in Syria. Moving to address Sunni tribes in neighbouring Iraq, IS warned them that the group would be
back to regain control of their towns and cities, urging them to "repent" before it was too late. The message
unsurprisingly played on sectarian fault lines in the country, telling Iraqi Sunnis their Shia countrymen were bent
on taking their areas and humiliating them to appease Shia superpower Iran. It gave the example of Sunnis in
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displacement camps in Iraq, saying the Shia deliberately kept them there because they did not trust these families
"under the pretext" of their links with IS, and to humiliate them. It finally told Iraqi Sunnis "the Islamic State is your
ship of salvation and your strong fort".
Iraq to reopen border crossing with Syria ‘within days’
Iraq’s Military Chief of Staff Lt-Gen Othman al-Ghanimi has announced that his country will reopen the border
crossing with Syria within the next few days. Ghanimi made the remarks during a joint press conference with his
Syrian and Iranian counterparts in Damascus on March 18. He added that the two countries look forward to “the
continuation of visits and trade between [them]”, adding that “we are continuing procedures to this effect". “The
border between Syria and Iraq which extend for 615 km was a point of discussion today… the border’s security is
very important, and it is controlled by the Iraqi security forces and the Arab Syrian army on the other side,” he said.
He further referred to “major coordination” between Iraq and Syria in efforts to fight Islamic State. He added that
the Iraqi army continues to conduct strikes against IS locations in Syria “in coordination with the Syrian government
and the Syrian army” saying that Iraq’s security is “inextricable” from that of Syria and that coordination will continue
through the recently established information centre.

Humanitarian
PM declares three-day mourning period in Iraq after Mosul capsizing kills 100
The Prime Minister of Iraq on March 21 declared three days of mourning after a ferry boat sank in Mosul, killing
one hundred people. A ferry capsized in the Tigris River in Mosul on the first day of Newroz. The ferry was loaded
three times over its capacity. “It can normally carry 50 people. There were 250 on board at the time of the incident,”
the Civil Defence team said. The boat sank as it was transferring people to a man-made tourist destination island
resort on the Tigris River. The latest data from Mosul authorities indicate that over 100 people had died, 55 were
rescued, and dozens more remain missing. Following the incident, Iraqi Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi arrived in
Mosul and ordered an investigation into the incident, with at least nine workers operating the ferry arrested. He
called on the investigative team to bring those “responsible for the tragedy to justice.” The Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) said it sent dozens of ambulances and aid teams from the provinces of Duhok and Erbil to help
those in Mosul. In a statement following the incident, Kurdistan Region Prime Minister Nechirvan Barzani expressed
the KRG’s readiness “to provide assistance and support to the victims.” “We have been following the situation and
developments closely since it first happened,” he said in the statement. Barzani noted the KRG had “directed all
relevant agencies” to Mosul and is fully prepared to provide the necessary support to its hospitals to receive the
victims. Masoud Barzani, the President of the leading Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), and the former President
of the Kurdistan Region, also sent his condolences to the families of the victims who lost their lives. He wished
those who survived a speedy recovery.
According to reports, in Mosul, a number of angry citizens ‘surrounded’ and threw stones and shoes at the
cavalcade of Nineveh province governor Nawfal Hammadi al-Sultan on March 22 as he visited the site of the ferry
disaster on March 21 that killed over 100 people. In addition President Barham Salih, who also visited Mosul saw
protestors anger directed towards his convoy. The protesters were reportedly demanding those responsible for
the disaster were held accountable blaming negligence by the local government for the accident, where the boat
was loaded to five times its capacity, according to a local official. Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi said on Thursday
those responsible would be held accountable. Nine ferry workers were arrested.

Economy
Iraq plans new export pipeline
Iraqi Oil Minister Thamer Ghadhban said on March 20 that the central government plans to build an additional
pipeline from the Kirkuk oil fields to the port of Ceyhan in Turkey. Ghadhban told the Iraqi media that the new
pipeline will have the capacity to export up to 1 million barrels of crude oil per day (bpd). “The pipeline will be
linked to the Iraqi pipeline network that exports oil abroad,” Ghadhban said. “Production in the Kirkuk fields
reached 380,000 bpd after the Iraqi government resumed control following October 2017, and we have plans for
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an additional 700,000” he added. Ghadhban also said that the ministry intends to send Kirkuk crude to the Haditha
and Baiji refineries in Anbar and Salah-al-Din provinces respectively. Ghadhban said that the old pipeline that
used to export oil to the Turkish port of Ceyhan was damaged during the Islamic State war and has not been
repaired.
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT
Countrywide Military/Security Situation
Northern Provinces

Clashes have resumed between the Yazidi Sinjar Resistance Units (YBS) and an Iraqi army force in the Yazidi
Sinjar area in Nineveh Province near the country’s border with Syria’s northern Kurdish Rojava region. The
privately-owned NRT TV said at least two Iraqi soldiers have been injured in the clashes that broke out in the
village of Madban in Sinjar on March 19. This follows a previous incident on March 17 that resulted in the deaths
of two Iraqi Army soldiers. The Iraqi Kurdish Shar Press news website said on March 19 that the Iraqi army has
officially demanded that the YBS hand over those who had taken part in the clashes on March 17. The Yazidi
force has however refused, blaming a “group” within the Iraqi army for the deadly fighting and instigating “instability”
in the area, saying that they were the ones who had been ambushed while they were invited for a meeting.
Elsewhere in Nineveh province this week, In Nineveh province during the reporting period, ISF arrested five
suspected IS insurgents in multiple raids carried in the al-Noor, Zahra, Bakir and Nabi Younis neighbourhoods of
eastern Mosul city. Meanwhile, in a press conference on March 20, General Hamad Nams, head of Nineveh
Provincial Police has said that large parts of the city of Mosul remain in ruins and political rivalries have crippled
the city’s ability to rebuild. He said that against this backdrop, there is a worrying trend of crime by locals who he
said were taking advantage of the instability, stressing that IS is not the problem. Nams said “Numerous incidents”
have happened in the city, including multiple homicides and IED attacks such as that of November 08, 2017 when
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an IED detonated in front of a popular restaurant in the city. He stated that the police concluded that these were
not terror acts, “Most people attribute these incidents to IS… however, some incidents that happen are aimed at
creating sedition and confusion in the province”. Sherwan Dubardani, a Kurdish member of the Iraqi parliament
from Mosul, is a member of the parliamentary committee looking into the fall of Mosul to IS. He agrees with the
police assessment that IS is not responsible for recent crimes and insecurity. To the west and south of Mosul,
there is a lot of IS movement and 1,000 square kilometres devoid of a military presence, said Dubardani, but the
militants are not responsible for bombings in the city. “These explosions are far from IS - there is political and
economic competition in Mosul, thus such explosions happen”. He stated that the police are struggling to rebuild
their force that was decimated when they failed to stand against IS militants when they swept across northern Iraq
in 2014. Thousands of members of the security forces were sacked. The province is also populated with a glut of
armed groups – Hashd al-Shaabi militias backed by political forces and the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK)
smuggling weapons, oil, and cigarettes, according to Dubardani. “The Mosul operations command, the police, and
even the governor can’t handle them” he said.
Meanwhile, an official from the PUK has told press that IS is still a major threat to the provinces of Diyala, Kirkuk,
Nineveh and Salah-al-Din. Shakur said that the Hamrin mountains has witnessed gatherings of insurgents
especially in the areas of Balkanh and Anjana, noting that “the operations carried out by the security forces have
not eliminated the remnants of the organization”. He also said the Badush Mountains north west of Mosul are also
witnessing an increase in IS activity
In Kirkuk province this week, two federal police members were wounded when a roadside IED detonated in Tal
Basal village of Daquq district on March 14. In the same district, ISF found and removed one IED. Meanwhile,
social media posts indicated that on the evening of March 19, alleged IS militants killed three people who were
searching for truffles on the outskirts of al-Zab sub-district of Hawijah. Separately, three PMU members were
reportedly killed and a fourth wounded in an ambush laid by IS insurgents in the village of el-Helwat in Hawijah
district. The assailants reportedly fled to the village of al-Khazir, adjacent to the Zab River following the attack. In
a separate incident, on the afternoon of March 19, an unidentified gunman shot and killed a Kurd in the Shuraw
district of central Kirkuk City. Finally, on the morning of March 20, an IED reportedly detonated outside the house
of a Mukhtar in Kobani neighbourhood of Domiz district in southern Kirkuk city, causing material damage but no
casualties.
Sala-al-Din province has seen a relatively quiet reporting period this week. The PMU’s 21st Bde (Badr-affiliated)
reportedly seized a 120mm mortar system and several underground tunnels during a search operation in the
Zarkah region in eastern Salah-al-Din province on March 17 and ISF control detonated three IEDs found during a
search operation launched in the surrounding areas of the crude oil pipeline in Samarra district. Finally, a group
of armed men opened fire on several Kurds who were lighting a Nowruz bonfire on the Kali Hanjira hill on Hanjira
Mount near Tuz Khurmatu on March 20. Witnesses told NRT Digital Media that the armed men were associated
with the Popular Mobilization Forces although this was not confirmed.
Four IS militants were killed on March 17 in a security operation in Iraq's eastern province of Diyala, a provincial
police source said. A special force affiliated with the intelligence service raided an IS hideout in the Qizlaq area,
some 160 km northeast of the Iraqi capital Baghdad, sparking a clash that resulted in the killing of four IS militants,
including two wearing explosive belts. Faisal al-Abadi, police chief of Diyala province, confirmed the operation in
a statement by his office and said that the extremist IS militants were preparing for a deadly attack on the
headquarters of Diyala's provincial government in the capital city of Baquba, some 65 km northeast of Baghdad.
It was also reported that on the night of March 16, a group of insurgents staged an attack on a security outpost at
an unspecified location north of Qara Tepe in Khanaqin district, resulting in an as-yet-unknown number of
casualties. Finally, ISF repulsed an attack by IS on their security outpost in the Koli region in western Khanaqin
district on March 18 and two young shepherds were killed in an IED detonation near the village of al-Tarfaya in
Buhriz sub-district, south of Baqubah.
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Anbar Province

The Directorate of Military Intelligence announced that a terrorist cell had been breached and dismantled in AlQaim city in Anbar province on March 20. In a statement, it said "The detachments of the Eighth Brigade in
cooperation with the intelligence of the 32nd Infantry Brigade managed to penetrate and dismantle a terrorist cell
consisting of six terrorists in two groups operating in the district of Qaim and Karbala district in Anbar province.
ISF also reportedly killed four IS militants as attempted to infiltrate into Qaim from the Syrian town of Baghouz in
a separate incident on March 20.
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City)

Hostilities in the capital were as usual confined to the outer districts including Adhamiyah, New Baghdad and Sadr
City, likely driven by a mix of local disputes, intra-Shia violence and criminality. No terrorism-related incidents
were recorded in the capital this week and overall security trends remain consistent with long-standing patterns.
Criminality-driven shooting incidents have continued to be a regular occurrence this week, and in a typical incident
on March 17 unidentified gunmen carrying suppressed weapons shot and killed a civilian in al-Duwanim area in
west Rashid district. The following day saw armed assailants reportedly shooting and killing a civilian near his
house in Falah Street of Sadr City. March 21 also witnessed the shooting of a civilian in Urr neighbourhood of
Shaab area and four separate terror-related arrests were made in al-Washash in Mansour District, the Mahdiyah
area of Doura and Madain district.
In the wider Baghdad province, ISF reportedly killed a senior IS commander in Tarmiyah district, and three ISF
members were killed and five others wounded when several unidentified gunmen staged an attack on an ISF unit
while they were conducting a search operation in the al-Yabis irrigation project area also in Tarmiyah district the
following day. Finally, ISF arrested a suspected terrorist in an intelligence-led operation in Madain district. The
arrestee had allegedly played a major role in serious sectarian violence in 2005 and had been responsible for a
string of IED attacks against civilians during that period.
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Southern Provinces

Once again in the south this week there was the usual mix of low-level violence associated with criminality and
personal dispute. Localised protest action was also witnessed this week in Babel and Diwaniyah provinces in
particular. highlighting the recurring themes of political corruption, employment, a lack of medical facilities and care
and working conditions. The non-violent nature of these protests will remain dependent on the measured and
appropriate responses by security force personnel deployed to police these events. Meanwhile in Muthanna
province, a 23-year-old shepherd was killed when an ERW (a cluster munition) detonated in the desert of Busia
sub-district in Muthanna province highlighting the continued threat from UXO in the southern provinces.
In Najaf - ISF are reported to have deployed additional troops to the provincial border areas in a preventative
action. No details were offered as to why but, local sources believe the action was linked to cross border smuggling,
however, given the current threat of increased IS action across Iraq – given IS losses in Syria - the security
leadership within the southern provinces will be keen to ensure continued defence.
The overall situation in Basra remains unchanged with the majority of hostile incidents confined to Basra City and
the districts of Qarmat Ali and Hartha to the north, these related to a typical pattern of social violence, personal
disputes and criminal activity. No notable incidents were recorded over the reporting period in the city with all
incidents there being low-level. Reporting was characterised by ISF-led arrest operations which remain
concentrated on criminal activity and drug trafficking in the less affluent neighbourhoods of Basra. A tribal SAF
attack – this time in Hartha – saw ISF once again deployed to restore order and in a separate security operation
hours afterwards - arrest 12 individuals preparing to conduct an attack in retribution.
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Tribal disagreements are common in Basra and intra-Shi’a rivalry remains a constant undercurrent of life in the
province, with a relatively high number of tribal disputes turning violent. These have the potential to close roads
and pose a threat to passing traffic without notice. Previous operations to limit these and remove illegal weaponry
by the authorities has had limited effect, however, over the last fortnight there has been a robust security force
reaction and a clear message is being sent.
Protest action continues throughout the province – with most conducted in front of the Provincial Council Buildings
in Ma’qil, the majority peaceful in nature – vocal but dignified. A wealth of political issues still exist, many resulting
in protest action; usually linked to the lack of reform, government formation and corruption, better employment
opportunities, increased salaries and access to education. However, Basra is likely to experience higher levels of
locally-driven protest activity over power and water shortages as rising temperatures increasingly put pressure on
regional infrastructure towards the summer months – topics which often degrade into violence, this despite recent
claims from the Basra Provincial Council (BPC) that there will be no repeat of last year’s failures.
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ACRONYM LIST
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest
AKA - Also Known As
AO - Area of Operations
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED
AQ - Al-Qaeda
AT - Anti-Tank
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED
BBIED - Body Borne IED
Bde - Brigade
Bn - Battalion
BXP - Border Crossing Point
CET - Convoy Escort Team
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens
CoP - Chief of Police
CP - Check Point
C-PERS - Captured Personnel
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems)
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack
DBS - Drive by Shooting
Div - Division
DoD - Department of Defense
DoS - Department of State
DoS - US Department of State
ECP - Entry Control Point
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad)
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War
FoM - Freedom of Movement
GoI - Government of Iraq
HCN - Host Country National
HG - Hand Grenade
HME - Home Made Explosive
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun
HVT - High Value Target
IC - International Community
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars)
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission
IED - Improvised Explosive Device
IM - International Military
IOC - International Oil Company
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher
IS - Islamic State
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point
IVO - In Vicinity Of
IZ - International Zone
KIA - Killed in Action
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED)
MIA - Missing in Action
MoD - Ministry of Defense
MoF - Ministry of Finance
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education
MoI - Ministry of Interior
MoJ - Ministry of Justice
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MoO - Ministry of Oil
MoT - Ministry of Transportation
MSR - Main Supply Route
NFDK - No Further Details Known
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity)
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report
OCG - Organized Crime Group
OPF - Oil Protection Force
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN
Term)
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF)
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF)
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire
PSC - Private Security Company
PSD - Private Security Detail
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade
RTA - Road Traffic Accident
SAF - Small Arms Fire
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE
SF - Special Forces
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest
TCN - Third Country National
TCP - Traffic Control Point
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint
WIA - Wounded in Action
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and
our clients in their decision-making.
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily,
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for,
manage, and respond to risks.
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972)
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com

GARDAWORLD
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions.
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives,
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their
business.
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld

[17]
garda.com

Middle East
International Protective Services Headquarters
Office 2502, Tower 2, Currency House
DIFC, PO Box 482069
Dubai, United Arab Emirates
United States
1101 Wilson Boulevard
Suite 1725
Arlington, VA, 22209
United States
UK
5th Floor
1, London Bridge
London
SE1 9BG
Europe
37-39 rue des Deux Eglises
1000 Brussels
Belgium

garda.com

