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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Hostile rhetoric towards the US from pro-Iranian and hardline Shia factions underline heightened anti-US 

sentiments following President Trump’s comment about continued US troop presence to counter Iran.  This is 

not unprecedented however and is unlikely to affect commercial operations on the ground.  The GoI’s response 

also highlight that US-Iraqi relations remain driven by pragmatic recognition of the necessity of continued 

western military and commercial support which is unlikely to change.  

 

▪ The territorial defeat of IS in Syria will likely incentivize IS cells and sympathisers to stage retaliatory attacks in 

permissive areas of Iraq.  VBIED attacks in Mosul City and continuing high levels of IS activity in northern Diyala 

province and Salah-al-Din province underline that the group continues to pose a long-term security challenge.  

While retaining intent to stage attacks in Baghdad and the South, the group remains restricted in terms of 

capability to escalate operations in these areas.   

 
▪ An increase in protest activity has been witnessed in the southern region in recent weeks, coinciding with an 

expected uptick ahead of the spring and summer when temperatures rise.  Protests have for the most part 

remained peaceful, with limited effect on commercial operations, but protests this week in Basra City where 

dispersed with tear gas following a confrontation with security forces, underlining that tensions remain high.  

 

▪ Prime Minister Mahdi’s office ordered the extension of the International Zone opening hours on March 11.  As 

of March 11, one through lane of the International Zone will be open between 1700hrs and 1030hrs.  A previous 

statement by the office said the IZ would ‘soon’ be open for 24hrs, without specifying when this would take 

place.  

 

▪ Political focus now remains on the four Cabinet of Minister positions that remain unresolved, including those of 

the Defence and Interior Ministers.  Opposition from Moqtada Al-Sadr’s Sairoun alliance to the selection of 

partisan figures for the remaining posts means that there is an associated risk of demonstrations as tensions 

remain high, especially in Baghdad.   

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Syrian Democratic Forces declare victory over Islamic State in Syria 
U.S.-backed forces said they had captured Islamic State’s last shred of territory in eastern Syria at Baghouz on 

March 23, ending the group’s self-proclaimed caliphate after years of fighting.  “Baghouz has been liberated. The 

military victory against Daesh has been accomplished,” Mustafa Bali, a Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) 

spokesman, wrote on Twitter, declaring the “total elimination of (the) so-called caliphate”. The final battle lasted 

weeks as huge numbers of civilians poured out, and for many Kurdish fighters in the SDF, victory was sweeter as 

it coincided with their NowRuz new year. The announcement also marks a big moment in Syria’s eight-year war, 

wiping out the territory of one of the main contestants, with the rest split between President Bashar al-Assad, 

Turkey-backed rebels and the Kurdish-led SDF.  Assad and his Iranian allies have sworn to recapture all Syria, 

and Turkey has threatened to drive out the SDF, which it sees as a terrorist group, by force although the  continued 

presence of U.S. troops in northeast Syria might avert this. 

 

Iraqi PM says efforts to complete cabinet continue 
Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has said that efforts to complete the formation of the cabinet are continuing.  

In his meeting with Iraq's Reform and Reconstruction parliamentary coalition, Abdul Mahdi said he values the role 

played by the coalition in forming the new government.  “The cabinet would not have been formed without the 

Reform and Reconstruction coalition’s efforts,” he said. 

 

Nineveh governor fired by government and arrest warrant issued 
The Iraqi parliament has voted for the dismissal of Nineveh Governor Nawfal Humaidi al-Sultan al-Agoob and his 

two deputies over a ferry crash that left around 100 people dead. The vote came at a request from Prime Minister 

Adel Abdul Mahdi.  Al-Agoob had reportedly left the province on March 24  for the Kurdish city of Erbil as parliament 

prepared to vote on his dismissal.  Authorities have now banned al-Agoob and his two deputies from leaving the 

country.  Later this week, it emerged that a Nineveh court issued an arrest warrant for al-Agoob with a number of 

reports saying that he has now been arrested. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

Nineveh governor fired by government and arrest warrant issued 

The Iraqi parliament has voted for the dismissal of Nineveh Governor Nawfal Humaidi al-Sultan al-Agoob and his 

two deputies over a ferry crash that left around 100 people dead. The vote came at a request from Prime Minister 

Adel Abdul Mahdi.  On March 21, a ferry capsized in the River Tigris in Mosul, the provincial capital city of Nineveh, 

as it was carrying passengers to a tourist island amid celebrations for Nowruz, also known as the Persian New 

Year.  Al-Agoob had reportedly left the province on March 24  for the Kurdish city of Erbil as parliament prepared 

to vote on his dismissal.  Nawfal Humaidi al-Sultan al-Agoob "is seeking to leave the country but his passport is 

expired", the Kurdish Shafaq News website quoted informed sources as saying on March 24.  Authorities have 

now banned Sultan and his two deputies from leaving the country.  Later this week, it emerged that a Nineveh 

court issued an arrest warrant for al-Agoob.  According to the warrant, Aqub is being charged with corruption as 

well as other charges stemming from the ongoing investigation into the disaster, which led to the deaths of more 

than 100 people.  The arrest warrant was issued in accordance with Article 340 of Iraq’s Penal Code, which states 

that a prison term up to seven years will be issued to any official or public servant who is found abusing his/her 

position, financially or otherwise.  Meanwhile, lawmakers and officials are still at odds on how to handle the 

situation in Nineveh.  Latest unconfirmed reports state the Governor has now been arrested.   

 

Meanwhile, a further series of arrests were made in the province on charges related to corruption and negligence 

this week.  According to local media outlets, 37 employees working in Nineveh’s local government office were 

arrested following an order from the Commission of Integrity. Media reports suggest that these officials are being 

investigated on various charges. Additionally, a number of senior officials from different departments in Nineveh’s 

provincial government have also been arrested. According to Al Noor News, authorities arrested a senior advisor 

to the Governor of Nineveh for ‘reconstruction affairs’ as well as the head of accounts in the Nineveh provincial 

government. The Nineveh Provincial Council has also joined in this campaign against officials deemed to be 

corrupt by ordering for the dismissal of the Director of Sama Mosul, a TV channel affiliated and funded by the local 

government.   

 

Iraqi PM says efforts to complete cabinet continue 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has said that efforts to complete the formation of the cabinet are continuing.  

In his meeting with Iraq's Reform and Reconstruction parliamentary coalition, Abdul Mahdi said he values the role 

played by the coalition in forming the new government.  “The cabinet would not have been formed without the 

Reform and Reconstruction coalition’s efforts,” he said. Political disagreements have left Iraq without defence and 

interior ministers for months. The prime minister also said that executive orders were issued to proceed with 

several projects that had been put on hold, highlighting the government's efforts to enhance services offered in 

Basra Province, including electricity services that the government hopes to improve before the summer months. 

Unrest broke out in Basra in July 2018, fuelled by public anger over poor infrastructure, water contamination and 

shortages, and lack of employment opportunities in the province. 

 

Iraqi parliament Speaker arrives in US 

The Iraqi Speaker of Parliament, Mohammed al-Halbousi, arrived in Washington for an extensive five-day visit and 

met with many senior figures in the United States Government, with the Speaker spending his first day in 

Washington discussing the United States’ security relationship with Iraq. Halbousi first met with the Acting Defence 

Secretary, Pat Shanahan, where he described the US’ continued support in the fight against IS sleeper cells and 

extremist ideologies as “vital” in the effort to ensure that any IS resurgence is contained. Shanahan conversely 

reaffirmed “the strategic security partnership” between the two countries and Washington’s “commitment to a 

sovereign, secure, and prosperous Iraq”. Following his meeting with the Acting Defence Secretary, Halbousi met 

the US Vice President, Mike Pence, where he reiterated his sentiments regarding the importance of a continued 

partnership between the two countries.   
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Former PM Abadi accuses Iran of bribing party members in attempts to split Nasr coalition 

The former Prime Minister of Iraq, Haider al-Abadi, on March 23 accused Tehran of trying to break up his Nasr 

(Victory) Coalition by bribing a number of its members to leave the bloc and join alliances closer to Iran. Abadi 

formed the Nasr Coalition in 2017 in an aim to secure a number of parliamentary seats in the May 2018 federal 

elections and secure his second term of the premiership, independently from the Dawa party to which he previously 

belonged. His coalition came in third, winning 42 seats and trailing behind the Saeroon Coalition, with 54 seats, 

and Fatih (Conquest), an alliance led by Iran- backed Hashd al-Shaabi senior militia leader Hadi al-Amiri, which 

secured 48 seats. “A group of people from the Iranian side have paid money to members of my coalition in attempts 

to create a rift,” Abadi said during an interview with Iraqi Dijlah TV channel on Saturday evening. The former Prime 

Minister referred to those he suspects of foul play as maintaining a strong influence in Baghdad, hinting to external 

players such as Iranian Ambassador, Iraj Masjedi, and Qassim Soleimani, who leads the Quds Force of the Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps and often meets with militia leaders in Iraq to consult on military operations. He clarified 

he felt confident in accusing certain interest groups from Iran. “Some on the Iranian side, not all of them.” 

 

Egypt, Jordan and Iraq to forge closer ties 

The leaders of Egypt, Jordan and Iraq said they would forge closer political, economic and security ties after their 

three-way summit in Cairo on Sunday. The three spoke about co-operation at a time when the Arab region is going 

through a delicate phase and un- precedented security challenges but were short on specifics. Egyptian President 

Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, Jordan's King Abdullah II and Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi said they were 

determined to work together and with other Arab leaders to find solutions to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and 

other regional crises. In their statement the three leaders emphasised their support for Iraq's reconstruction and 

the return of displaced citizens from Iraq and Syria.  

Security 
 

Syrian Democratic Forces declare victory over Islamic State in Syria (Reuters) 

U.S.-backed forces said they had captured Islamic State’s last shred of territory in eastern Syria at Baghouz on 

March 23, ending the group’s self-proclaimed caliphate after years of fighting.  “Baghouz has been liberated. The 

military victory against Daesh has been accomplished,” Mustafa Bali, a Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) 

spokesman, wrote on Twitter, declaring the “total elimination of (the) so-called caliphate”. The final battle lasted 

weeks as huge numbers of civilians poured out, and for many Kurdish fighters in the SDF, victory was sweeter as 

it coincided with their NowRuz new year. The announcement also marks a big moment in Syria’s eight-year war, 

wiping out the territory of one of the main contestants, with the rest split between President Bashar al-Assad, 

Turkey-backed rebels and the Kurdish-led SDF.  Assad and his Iranian allies have sworn to recapture all Syria, 

and Turkey has threatened to drive out the SDF, which it sees as a terrorist group, by force although the  continued 

presence of U.S. troops in northeast Syria might avert this. 

 

As the fighting progressed, the convoys of trucks from Baghouz started to include hundreds, and then thousands, 

of surrendering jihadist fighters, many hobbling from their wounds.  The SDF said it captured hundreds more in 

recent weeks who tried to slip through its cordon and escape into Iraq or across the Euphrates and into the Syrian 

desert.  At the end, they were besieged in a tiny camp full of rusting vehicles and makeshift shelters, pinned against 

the Euphrates and overlooked by hills held by the SDF.  Islamic State released video from inside the enclave, 

showing its last fighters still shooting at the SDF as smoke billowed overhead.  It was an attempt to shape the 

narrative of its defeat, portraying it as a heroic last stand against overwhelming odds and a call to arms for future 

jihadists.  But in Baghouz in recent weeks long lines of abject, surrendering fighters sat or squatted in a desolate 

landscape, their dream of world domination in tatters. 

 

IS supporters spread morale-boosting messages following Syria defeat 

Supporters of Islamic State (IS) group have continued their messages of defiance and resilience as the US-backed 

Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) declared the jihadist group’s defeat in Syria.  The IS supporters have been widely 

sharing posts aimed at boosting the morale of jihadists on the messaging app Telegram since the 
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announcement.  The SDF declared “total elimination of so-called caliphate and 100 per cent territorial defeat” of 

IS on March 22 following an offensive that was launched at the start of March to flush out IS militants from Baghuz, 

its last pocket in Syria.  IS has not commented following the latest SDF announcement but a few days ago the 

jihadist group released a highly defiant leadership message asserting that "the caliphate" was not over.  Even 

though there is no direct word from IS about its loss, a recent IS video as well as reaction from its supporters 

indicate indirect admission of IS's elimination from Syria.  In that video released on March 21, IS called for attacks, 

with indirect focus on the West, following its loss of Baghuz.  Many of IS supporters said heavy clashes took place 

overnight and into the morning.   In a flurry of morale-boosting messages, IS sympathisers widely circulated old 

propaganda items including videos and leadership messages.  They reiterated IS’s long-held notion that victory 

was not measured by territorial gains but with the genuine desire to fight for God and Islam.  The Baghuz setback 

is just a step towards the “great victory” and has “empowered our faith”, one post said.  IS has over the years 

offered its own definitions for defeat and victory to suit its changing circumstances, arguing, for example, that 

victory is to remain steadfast and that defeat was not about losing territory but abandoning one's religion and jihad. 

Some supporters drew attention to "the war crimes" and “massacres” allegedly committed by the coalition and the 

SDF against people in Baghuz and shared pictures from the sites of the clashes.  Others have been calling for 

revenge attacks in the West and against Kurds in Syria in the wake of the jihadist defeat.  A poster made by 

prominent pro-IS media Mua'ssisat Hadm al-Aswar said “America will disappear soon” despite its military and 

technological prowess and called on others to join jihad in order to attain paradise. 

 

IS defeat in Syria 'reduces' deadly attacks in Iraq 

The defeat of IS group at the hands of the fighters of the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) has reduced 

the dangerous activities of the jihadist group in neighbouring Iraq in the past few days, Voice of America’s (VOA) 

Kurdish radio reported on March 27.  The service cited Iraqi officials as saying that IS appeared  “weakened” in 

Iraq’s Salah-al-Din Province following the end of its so-called caliphate in Syria’s Baghuz area.  Iraq’s Salah-al-

Din Provincial Council member, Hassan Muhammad, told the radio presenter that “IS movement in Salah-al-Din 

has dramatically reduced” since the SDF’s victory across the border in Syria. The report said IS would carry out 

small-scale attacks in the provinces of Salah-al-Din, Kirkuk and Diyala “almost on a daily basis”, in addition to 

major sporadic deadly attacks, but the Iraqi officials are now saying they seem to have been "weakened by their 

defeat in Syria".  The head of the council of the town of Khanaqin in Iraq’s Diyala Province, Samir Muhammad, 

said that “IS attacks have stopped in the past two weeks and this could be because of the organisation’s defeat in 

Syria”.  Khanaqin town witnessed deadly sporadic IS attacks hitting both civilian and military targets throughout 

2018 and earlier this year.  A member in the council of the town of Hawijah in Kirkuk Province, Ahmad Khurshid, 

said: “IS gunmen in Hamrin Mountains and in Mount Qarachokh have also made no armed activities”.  The report 

said “most IS fighters in Syria have been killed while others surrendered, but the remaining gunmen are dispersed 

and [SDF] officials are saying that they [the IS militants] are trying to return to Iraq”. 

 

It was also reported this week that Iraq is expected to receive thousands of Iraqi nationals captured or housed in 

eastern Syria by the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), in the near future. The SDF will reportedly hand 

over around 25,000 Iraqi nationals to Iraq according to Abbas Sarwad, a member of the committee of security and 

defence in the Iraqi parliament. Sarwad pointed out that a ‘significant number’ are either confirmed or suspected 

of being involved in ISIS, either as fighters or in a ‘support role’. The move comes as the SDF are calling on the 

international community to establish a tribunal that would put foreign ISIS fighters on trial. While this is unlikely to 

happen on Syrian soil, some have suggested  that the international community should support the Iraqi government 

in putting those foreign ISIS fighters on trial in Iraq. Such a move would negate the need for foreign ISIS fighters 

to be sent home; as few nations want to accept that responsibility. In contrast, trying foreign ISIS fighters in Iraq, 

which has already taken place, would likely meet with some degree of approval from the Iraqi government, provided 

that Iraq was ‘well compensated’ for the cost. Others have however stated that basic ‘due process’ rights are 

lacking and would need to be brought up to international standards before this option can be considered. 
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Security preparations for Kadhimiyah pilgrimage continue 

Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) have begun to roll out their security plan to protect the upcoming ‘Kadhimiyah 

Pilgrimage’. The pilgrimage is expected to take place between 27 March and 02 April and will see as many as 5 

million Shia Muslims make their way to the Kadhimiyah Mosque in the north of Baghdad to commemorate the 

death of the 7th Imam, Musa al- Kadhim.  It is almost certain this year’s security plan will largely mirror that of last 

year. ISF have continued to demonstrate over recent years their ability to successfully put in place robust plans to 

protect significant pilgrimages and religious commemorations, including Arba’een and Eid al-Adha / Eid al- Fitr. 

Important Shia pilgrimages have historically been targeted by Sunni insurgent groups, including in Baghdad. In 

July 2016 IS executed the deadliest attack in Iraq since the 2003 U.S-led invasion killing and injuring upwards of 

600 people when a Vehicle Borne Improvised Explosive Device (VBIED) detonated targeting locals shopping 

ahead of Eid al-Fitr at a busy shopping centre on Baghdad’s Karadah Peninsular. The intensity and tempo of 

attacks has however decreased considerably over recent years with ISF putting in place dynamic, multi-layered 

security plans to protect pilgrims.  While finite details of this year’s security plan are not yet known, it will almost 

certainly involve the closure of a number of roads to support the foot movement of the large number of pilgrims 

who will be in Baghdad to undertake the pilgrimage. Among these will be local Baghdad residents and so large 

movements of people from areas such as Sadr City and New Baghdad should be expected. Congestion on a 

number of Baghdad’s arterial roads (including the Airport Road – Route Irish) should also be expected as ISF 

direct pilgrims onto protected routes, a number of which will be closed to vehicular traffic  

 
While the mass casualty spectaculars of previous years have not materialised during recent pilgrimages, it is 

possible that IS will seek to exploit the Kadhimiyah pilgrimage should the opportunity arise. Last  year  ISF 

successfully disrupted a number of suspected attack plots interdicting IS fighters in the Tarmiyah area who were 

reportedly planning suicide attacks targeting pilgrims. If IS was able to realise any intent to exploit this year’s 

Kadhimiyah pilgrimage, the most likely course of action would be IED / suicide attacks targeting the various 

refreshment stations situated along feeder routes to the city / Kadhimiyah mosque. The most dangerous course 

of action would be a successful attack against the mosque itself. This could include the use of an explosive device 

or as has been witnessed previously the use of Indirect Fire (IDF). 

 
The security plan will also see ISF conduct operations to protect pilgrims as they move through Baghdad’s security 

beltways. These will take place against the backdrop of indications of slightly elevated levels of IS activity to the 

north and west of Baghdad city. In the west the historic Sunni insurgent support zone of Abu Ghraib has seen a 

series of terrorism related arrests over recent months. Located to the east of the Fallujah / Ramadi Corridor, Abu 

Ghraib  was  historically known to be an important facilitation route into Baghdad for Al Qaida in Iraq (AQI). It 

continued to provide an important support base for Da’esh in its early days and while overall levels of insurgent 

activity have decreased in the area, it likely remains an important support zone for disparate Da’esh fighters in the 

area. 

 

IS militants operate across Iraq's north, says Kurd official 

Militants of the Islamic State group are operating in many areas across northern Iraq and US-led coalition forces 

on the ground are aware of movements of the militants in those areas, a top Iraqi Kurdish military official has said.  

“IS has sleeper cells currently operating in areas of the [provinces of] Diyala, Kirkuk, Salahuddin and in the Mosul 

[area],” Iraqi Kurdistan’s Peshmerga Ministry Secretary General Jabbar Yawar said in an interview with press on 

March 25.  “They are also active on the Syria-Iraq border and they have outposts and command posts across the 

desert stretching between Mosul and Ramadi [in Anbar province],” he said.  He stated that the militants are also 

present in several mountainous areas in northern Iraq located near locations held by the Kurdish Peshmerga 

armed forces.  “They continue to have several command posts on Mount Qarachokh [near the Kurdish majority 

town of Makhmour], They also hold several places in the Hamrin Mountains.”  On IS-held areas in Kirkuk Province, 

he said: “They are present in remote villages and in some marshlands around the towns of Hawijah and Riyadh 

and in other areas - such as Abbasi - located in the south and the west of [the city of] Kirkuk.”  IS militants have 

been observed to be moving between the Syria-Iraq border and those areas in Kirkuk in recent weeks, he said, 

“especially after the Syrian Democratic Forces [SDF] cleared the [Syrian side of the border] from them [IS]”.  He 

said: “Some of the [IS] gunmen have crossed the border [with Syria] into those [Iraqi] areas.”  Intelligence that the 
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Iraqi Kurdish Peshmerga forces collates is handed to US-led coalition officials on a weekly basis, he said, adding 

that coalition aircraft recurrently bomb the areas pinpointed at the weekly meetings.  He said the Kurds also 

provided the coalition with figures for the number of militants whose movements were monitored in some of those 

areas.  Coalition planes and armoured vehicles also frequently visit those areas to gather intelligence and to 

identify which IS targets to hit, he added.   

Humanitarian 
 

Flooding effects many provinces of Iraq – more to come in the south 

Numerous parts of Iraq have suffered from severe flooding, following heavy rainfall in the country and in 

neighbouring Iran, where the flooding has become particularly destructive. In the southern Iraqi province of 

Maysan, floods were reported in the major cities of the province, with hospitals and main roads effected. 

Meanwhile, in the Kurdistan Region, a wave of heavy rain also hit many rural areas. The main road between 

Sulaymaniyah and Kalar has been flooded completely, and the town of Koya, east of Erbil city, has been devasted 

by floods. Authorities have also urged people living and working along the banks of the Little Zab river in Taq Taq 

to evacuate their homes and businesses because of the high likelihood of flooding. The head of the Taq Taq 

municipality, Farhad Mawlud, said that residents of the Rizgari and Ashti neighbourhoods, farmers, owners of fish 

pools, and the owners of tourist areas should evacuate because of rising of water levels in the Little Zab.  

Meanwhile, it was reported that the government has formed an emergency cell to evacuate some villages in Basra 

Province amid reports of expected floods and a rise in the water level of Shatt al-Arab waterway.  "The purpose of 

this procedure is to protect citizens in these villages from the dangers of floods and the rise of the water level in 

some rivers," the Basra governor said.  Local authorities took precautionary measures to avoid the negative 

consequences of a rise in the water level of Shatt al-Arab waterway and some rivers, including the closure of a 

bridge that links the Qurna and Al-Sharash areas, according to some press reports.  Iraq's Ministry of Water 

Resources also urged the residents of villages near Shatt al-Arab to "leave immediately", the privately-owned 

website Baghdad Post reported.  Meanwhile, a state-owned electricity company in Basra announced that its staff 

would be mobilised to deal with any issues that arise from bad weather conditions.  

 

Efforts to coordinate strategy on flooding between Iran and Iraq 

According to a statement from the Prime Minister’s office, Adil Abd al-Mahdi is set to coordinate with the Iranian 

President, Hassan Rouhani, on a response to flash flooding in Iraq and Iran, which has left a trail of destruction in 

both countries. According to the statement, Abd al-Mahdi and his counterpart in Iran assured that the Ministers of 

Water Resources in both countries will coordinate in a bid to contain the issue. This comes after recent heavy rain 

in Iran forced authorities to release water from its dams on rivers running into Iraq and the Kurdistan Region. This 

extra water has since flooded downstream, compelling the Iraqi Government to take measures to prevent further 

flooding. Meanwhile, Iraq’s Minister of Water Resources, Jamal al-Adli, confirmed in a press conference that the 

government plans to build six new dams in the Kurdistan Region in order to save more water from the winter rainfall 

and manage flood occurrences in the region. He added that has 32 billion cubic meters of water stored in its 

reservoirs, an amount which he believes is sufficient enough to supply Iraq with water for the next two summers. 

Amidst this, local authorities in the Dukan district, Sulaymaniyah province, have urged residents and owners of 

tourist areas along the banks of the Little Zab River to evacuate as the Dukan dam is expected to open, which 

could lead to a rise in water levels downstream. According to the statement, the dam’s reservoirs will fill earlier 

than expected due to the torrential rain recently, which would lead to uncontrollably high water levels. 

Economy 
 

KRG forms task force to shut down illegal refineries 

The Kurdistan Regional Government’s (KRG) Interior Ministry announced on March 24 that it was forming a task 

force to shut down illegal oil refineries operating in the Kurdistan Region. The Interior Ministry said in its ministerial 

order that it would form three special joint forces in the provinces of Erbil, Sulaymaniyah, and Duhok to close the 

illegal refineries. In Sulaymaniyah, the joint task force will include 20 members from the General Directorate of 

Defence and Emergency, ten members of Sulaymaniyah’s Assayish Directorate, ten members of the Directorate 
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of Police for Oil and Gas Protection, five members from Sulaymaniyah’s Police Directorate, and five members from 

the Directorate of Environment and Forest Police. The task forces for Erbil and Duhok will each also include 20 

members of the Zeravani Peshmerga Command, along with similar levels of support from the other bodies. This 

comes as part of an effort by the KRG to centralise oil production in the Kurdistan Region in a bid to counter the 

growing issue of oil smuggling in the province. According to statistics by the KRG, there are more than 200 illicit 

refineries in operation in the Kurdistan Region, despite efforts to close them down. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

No significant changes were noted in the overall security situation in the northern region over the week, with activity 

continuing to comprise low-level, IS-related violence concentrated predominantly in the rural areas of Kirkuk and 

Diyala province.  However, In Nineveh province, and following on from last week’s tension between the ISF and 

YBS in Sinjar, the Iraqi army on March 22 sent a large number of reinforcements, including more than 50 military 

vehicles belonging to the Iraqi army’s 9th Infantry Brigade to the Snune area of Sinjar to control the border crossing 

with Syria.  The deployment of additional troops and heavy arms to the border area came days after clashes 

erupted in the region between the Iraqi army and Sinjar Resistance Units (YBS), an armed group affiliated with the 

Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK). Citing local sources, Kurdistan 24 said the Iraqi army is planning to bring the 

border crossing fully under control while limiting the YBS’s influence in the area.  Last week, Iraqi troops and YBS 

fighters clashed over the movement of some PKK members over the border. Three Iraqi soldiers were killed in the 

confrontation with several others were injured on both sides 

 

In a continuation of an up-tick in IS activity in the province, ISF-backed Sunni tribesmen killed three IS militants in 

Sibaya village, south of Sinjar, who had reportedly infiltrated from over the Syrian border.  The IS members, who 

were wearing SVESTS, may have detonated themselves during the contact.  In addition to this, the PMU’s 29th 

Bde (Kata'ib Ansar al-Hijjah) announced that they had killed two IS militants wearing suicide vests as they 
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attempted to infiltrate from the desert of al-Hadhar district into the village of Amasha, east of Qayrawan sub-district 

located to the west of Mosul. 

 

A very quiet reporting period was noted in Kirkuk province, the only incidents of note occurred on March 23 when 

a low-yield IED detonated outside an office belonging to the PMU (Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq) in al-Wahda neighbourhood 

in eastern Kirkuk city, without causing casualties. In addition, a security source announced that an explosive device 

planted by IS targeted a patrol of the federal police in the village of Rabidha, which is within the boundaries of the 

district of Daquq, south east of Kirkuk city on March 24.  The detonation killed one member of the patrol. 

 

The Ministry of Defence announced that Lieutenant General Juma Enad has been appointed as Land Forces 

Commander and that Major General Nu’man al-Zubi has been appointed as the commander of the Salah-al-Din 

Operations Command. The appointments come as ISF ramp up efforts to crackdown on IS sleeper cells in the 

country, especially in the province of Salah-al-Din where the largest number of militants are believed to be based.  

Demonstrating their continued presence, on the night of March 24, the Oil Police Force (OPF) repelled an attack 

staged by IS militants on the Alas oilfield in Salah-al-Din province, reportedly taking advantage of the bad weather 

conditions.  Several IS insurgents were killed and wounded, with artillery assets of the PMU’s 21st and 88th 

Brigades (Badr & Sunni tribesmen) participating in the repulsion.  Meanwhile, acting on intelligence reports, the 

Sadrist Peace Brigades attacked a group of IS militants in the Mu'tasim area, about 100 km north of the Iraqi 

capital Baghdad, with the attack leaving two IS militants dead.  Separately, suspected IS militants reportedly 

opened fire on a group of civilians (allegedly from Barwana sub-district of Haditha in Anbar province) who were 

collecting truffles in the desert area of Tbayshiyah region, west of the town of Baiji, leaving one civilian killed and 

two others wounded. In a separate incident, the PMU’s 15th Bde (also consisting of Sunni tribesmen) killed one 

IS militant wearing an explosives-rigged vest and destroyed one underground tunnel system in a security operation 

in the Mount Makhoul area.  Finally, the Iraqi Saraya al-Salam (Peace Brigades) militia said it killed five IS militants 

in Salah-al-Din province on March 29.  “The militia killed a leading IS militant called Mohamed Intikhab and four of 

his assistants in Samarra district, in Salahuddin Province,” according to a militia statement.  It added that Intikhab 

had launched several attacks on the Iraqi army and civilians, which led to the death and injury of many people.   

 

High levels of violence continue in Diyala province, driven by a mix of local tensions, sectarian violence and IS 

activity.  ISF EOD dismantled a vehicle-borne IED (VBIED) near Hafayr village in the Imam Wais region of 

Muqdadiyah district, without incident, and an ISF member was reported to have been killed in an IS sharp shooter 

attack, targeting a security outpost near the village of Shabib, north of Qara Tepe in Khanaqin district. Meanwhile, 

the Governor of Diyala province, Ahmad Mazhar al-Jubouri stated that the roads in Diyala province accounted for 

50% of all Iraq’s fatal road traffic accidents in 2018, calling on the government to implement a comprehensive 

rehabilitation plan to deal with the poor state of the transport infrastructure in Diyala. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

Activity patterns in Anbar province are consistent with recent trends, with the vast majority of incidents confined to 

areas in west Anbar and driven by insurgent activity near the border with Syria following the militants’ defeat in 

Baghouz this week.  It was also reported that on March 22, an alleged IS finance figure was arrested in Hit district.  

With ISF continuing operations to shore up its border with Syria, this was the second significant arrest of an IS 

member over the past few days.  Security forces also reported the detention of a senior IS fighter on March 17 as 

he attempted to cross into Jordan through the Trebil border. The unidentified militant was reportedly wanted by 

Iraqi authorities on various terrorism charges linked to the targeting of ISF and local civilians. The reporting comes 

as it was announced Iraq plans to open a border crossing with Syria in the coming days. The reopening of the 

border in al-Qaim, which Iraq closed in 2013, will boost trade links between Syria and Iraq. But observers also 

point out the opening of the border crossing will also allow for the increased flow of goods to Syria from Iran along 

a route the U.S. worries would ease Tehran’s transport of weapons to its allies. The U.S. has long opposed Iran’s 

alleged plans to establish a land corridor passing through Iraq to Syria, which it worries would facilitate arming of 

Iranian-backed militias that could help Iran entrench its presence in the region.’   

 

Meanwhile, the head of the security committee in Anbar province, Naim al-Ka'oud al-Nimrawi, stated that ISF 

would be reducing the current curfew in the province by 2 hours to 2am on March 29 due to the improving security 

situation.  In addition, the commander of Anbar operations, Major General Mahmoud al-Falahi stated that the 

Anbar border with Syria was now “fully secure” with no breaches by IS insurgents for some time.  He said that this 

was a result of the continued reinforcement of the border areas by ISF, who were also continuing to pursue dormant 

IS cells in the Anbar desert including in the area of Wadi Houran.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Violent trends in Baghdad city remained unchanged from previous weeks and as such driven by criminal activity 

and local tensions confined to areas typically associated with high levels of violence.  Accordingly, low-level SAF 

related to local disputes was recorded in the districts of New Baghdad, eastern Karada, Jisr Diyala and Doura 

district, all resulting in low levels of casualties.  As usual, multiple arrest operations were reported in different areas 

of the capital, primarily related to criminal activity although three terror-related arrests were made in the Asia and 

Tayra neighbourhoods of Doura and Kadhimiyah district on March 25 and Abu Ghraib on March 26.  No large-

scale demonstrations took place however the usual minor protests were reported on Tahrir Square related to local 

grievances. Meanwhile, The Baghdad Operations Command announced the full plan to secure the 

commemoration of the death of the seventh Shia Imam , Mousa al-Khadim on April 01/02.  A security operation 

will be put in place from 0600hrs on March 30 in the district of Kadhimiyah only.  It was stated that all roads in 

Baghdad will be open as normal except for those leading into Kadhimiyah.   

 

No significant changes were noted in the provincial areas over the week, with violence confined to population 

centres generally characterised by local tensions.  As such, low-level SAF attacks took place in Hussainiyah district 

and Bob al-Sham, north east of the capital, resulting in one death.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

The overall security situation in the southern region remains stable with few hostile incidents recorded this week.  

Reporting remains overall dominated by arrest operations targeting criminality with ocassional low-level violence 

related to local tensions.  No large-scale demonstrations took place this week but minor gatherings were reported 

in Diwaniyah, related to employment issues and unlikely to escalate to anything more significant.   

 

Overall, a reasonably subdued week was recorded in Basra with tribal fighting in northern Basra at the start of the 

week the main violent event.  However, incidents trailed off during the latter part of the reporting period, likely 

stymied by the threat of provincial flooding given the period of inclement weather Basra province is currently 

experiencing. That said, security incidents involving the use of small arms fire and larger sporadic outbreaks of 

violence between rival tribal groups will however continue, despite reactive and localised security operations. This 

situation is only likely to be reversed by the long-term deployment of security force units to known trouble spots, 

however, this is unsustainable in the current climate, despite claims from the Provincial Police Chief that a ‘Strike 

Force’ has been established. A low-yield IED incident on March 29 is being linked to a business dispute between 

the owner of the premises and a disgruntled client, the device likely locally ‘purchased’.  A number of minor protests 

were conducted this period with a small employment related event recorded at West Qurna I (WQ 1) on March 27. 

Protest activity remains non-violent and the potential application of Iraq’s anti-terrorism law’s against perpetrators 

of any violent demonstration is expected to ensure that protest activity remains limited to minor obstruction in the 

short to medium term. Demonstrations related to employment, fiscal austerity, political corruption and basic service 

provision will continue to target government locations and possibly commercial oil and gas activity. The non-violent 
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nature of recent protests will remain dependent on measured and appropriate responses by security forces 

personnel. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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