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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Hostile rhetoric towards the US from pro-Iranian and hardline Shia factions underline heightened anti-US 

sentiments following President Trump’s comment about continued US troop presence to counter Iran.  This is 

not unprecedented however and is unlikely to affect commercial operations on the ground.  The GoI’s response 

also highlight that US-Iraqi relations remain driven by pragmatic recognition of the necessity of continued 

western military and commercial support which is unlikely to change.  

 

▪ The territorial defeat of IS in Syria will likely incentivize IS cells and sympathisers to stage retaliatory attacks in 

permissive areas of Iraq.  VBIED attacks in Mosul City and continuing high levels of IS activity in northern Diyala 

province and Salah-al-Din province underline that the group continues to pose a long-term security challenge.  

While retaining intent to stage attacks in Baghdad and the South, the group remains restricted in terms of 

capability to escalate operations in these areas.   

 
▪ An increase in protest activity has been witnessed in the southern region in recent weeks, coinciding with an 

expected uptick ahead of the spring and summer when temperatures rise.  Protests have for the most part 

remained peaceful, with limited effect on commercial operations, but protests this week in Basra City where 

dispersed with tear gas following a confrontation with security forces, underlining that tensions remain high.  

 

▪ Prime Minister Mahdi’s office ordered the extension of the International Zone opening hours on April 01, 2019.  

As of April 02, in addition to one through lane of the International Zone being open between 1700hrs and 

1030hrs daily, additional 24-hour periods of public transit will be allowed on weekends and bank holidays.  

Weekend opening will run from 1700hrs on Thursdays through to 1030hrs on Sundays.  

 

▪ Political focus now remains on the four Cabinet of Minister positions that remain unresolved, including those of 

the Defence and Interior Ministers.  Opposition from Moqtada Al-Sadr’s Sairoun alliance to the selection of 

partisan figures for the remaining posts means that there is an associated risk of demonstrations as tensions 

remain high, especially in Baghdad.   

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 
▪ Low-level incidents related to criminality, personal disputes and tribal tensions are likely to continue in Basra 

and the southern region. Long-term tensions are also expected to be driven by the return of militia factions 

expecting material and social rewards for their contribution in the campaign against IS. 
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

US labels Iran's Revolutionary Guards as a terrorist group 
The US has designated Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist organisation, prompting 

Iran to do the same to America's military.  President Donald Trump's decision to sanction the IRGC, which is a 

branch of Iran's Armed Forces, is designed to increase pressure on the country.  It is the first time the US has 

designated an official body of another country as a terrorist organisation.  The fallout from Washington’s decision 

has continued through the reporting period. Following the announcement, Iran's national security council declared 

US Central Command (CENTCOM), which oversees Washington’s security interests in the Middle East, Pakistan 

and Afghanistan, a terrorist organisation.  

US will leave if Iraq requests that it withdraw; US diplomat 
The United States will withdraw its troops from Iraq if the central government asks it to leave, US Chargé D'affaires 

in Iraq Joey Hood said on April 10.  “We are here at the invitation of the Iraqi government. And if the Iraqi 

government requests us to leave, we will leave,” Hood said, after being asked by an NRT Digital Media reporter in 

Erbil. “We are partners, we are not occupiers”.  

Syrian Democratic Forces announce deal with Iraq to return IDPs 
The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) have announced a deal with Baghdad to return 31,000 displaced Iraqis, 

mostly women and children in camps in north eastern Syria to return home to Iraq. This comes after a delegation 

from the Iraqi cabinet visited the autonomous administration, run by the SDF, to discuss the return of displaced 

Iraqis. According to the SDF, 4000 people have already been signed up to return to Iraq and are waiting for the 

Iraqi Government to open the border in order to return. While the returnees under this deal do not include Islamic 

State (IS) militants, there is a concern amongst security officials in Iraq that there may be IS members or 

sympathisers hidden amongst the displaced people. 

Tehran and Baghdad reach agreement to develop joint oilfields 
Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh said that Tehran and Baghdad have reached an agreement to develop joint 

oilfields, adding that Iranian experts will help Iraq to develop its petrochemical industry. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Anbar Moderate High High High High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political 
 

US labels Iran's Revolutionary Guards as a terrorist group 

The US has designated Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist organisation, prompting 

Iran to do the same to America's military.  President Donald Trump's decision to sanction the IRGC, which is a 

branch of Iran's Armed Forces, is designed to increase pressure on the country.  It is the first time the US has 

designated an official body of another country as a terrorist organisation.  "This unprecedented step, led by the 

Department of State, recognises the reality that Iran is not only a state sponsor of terrorism, but that the IRGC 

actively participates in, finances, and promotes terrorism as a tool of statecraft," Mr Trump said in a 

statement.  Iran's state TV says the move is illegal.  Without quoting a specific official, the channel said: "No other 

country has the legal right to designate as terrorist another country's armed forces... Iran's influence in the Middle 

East and its success in fighting against Islamic State are reasons behind this designation."  Shortly after the 

announcement was made, in a tit-for-tat response, Iran's Supreme Security Council designated America's military 

forces as a terrorist organisation. The IRGC was founded after Iran's 1979 Islamic Revolution and answers only 

to Iran's supreme leader, currently Ali Khamenei.  It operates independently of the regular military and has wide-

ranging economic interests across the country.  The designation, which will come into effect on April 15, imposes 

sanctions on the group.  Any assets the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps may have in US jurisdictions will be 

frozen and Americans will be banned from doing business with it.  People who have provided the group with 

support will potentially be barred from entering the US.  If no waivers are included in the designation the move is 

likely to complicate diplomacy in the region, with figures from other counties who interact with the Guard potentially 

being barred from talking to US authorities or troops.  Writing in Hebrew, Israel's prime minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu tweeted support for Mr Trump's decision, saying: "Thank you, my dear friend... for having decided to 

announce Iran's Revolutionary Guards as a terrorist organisation. Thank you for the answer to another important 

request that serves the interests of our country and the region.  "We will continue to act together in any way against 

the Iranian regime that threatens the state of Israel, the United States and the peace of the world."  The clampdown 

on the Guard is the latest in a series of actions the US has taken against Iran since Mr Trump became president 

in 2016, most notably withdrawing from a nuclear deal.  The fallout from Washington’s decision to designate the 

Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist organisation has continued through the reporting period. 

Following this decision, Iran's national security council declared US Central Command (CENTCOM), which 

oversees Washington’s security interests in the Middle East, Pakistan and Afghanistan, a terrorist organisation 

after Iran’s Foreign Minister, Javad Zarif, wrote to Iranian President Hassan Rouhani urging such a response.  

Meanwhile, in his weekly press conference on Tuesday, the Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, told reporters 

that he had tried to persuade the United States not to designate Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) 

as a Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO). Abd al-Mahdi confirmed that he also spoke to the US’ allies in the 

region, including Jordanian King Abdullah and the Egyptian leadership. He warned the US that the decision would 

have negative ramifications for Iraq and the region, but despite this, Washington went ahead with its decision 

anyway. The Iraqi Government said that the decision would destabilise the country, given the US’ military presence 

in Iraq and following previous threats by Iranian-backed armed groups that they would be targeted. While this is 

unlikely, the recent developments make it harder for Baghdad to reap the rewards of strong relations with either 

country without it impacting on its relations with the other side. 

 

US will leave if Iraq requests that it withdraw; US diplomat 

The United States will withdraw its troops from Iraq if the central government asks it to leave, US Chargé D'affaires 

in Iraq Joey Hood said on April 10.  “We are here at the invitation of the Iraqi government. And if the Iraqi 

government requests us to leave, we will leave,” Hood said, after being asked by an NRT Digital Media reporter in 

Erbil. “We are partners, we are not occupiers. And unfortunately if we go, then the coalition partners would go, and 

investor confidence would plummet,” he added, warning that there could be unintended consequences from a 

withdrawal request.  “We don't want to see those things happen and don't think that most Iraqi politicians want to 

see that happen either”.   
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Diplomatic developments in Iraq 

A number of significant diplomatic developments have recently taken place in Iraq. The Council of Ministers 

announced that it has approved a request from the Philippines to open a consulate in the Kurdistan Region’s 

capital of Erbil and for Saudi Arabia to open a consulate in Najaf. Additionally, the Iraqi cabinet approved a request 

by the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) to open an office in Nineveh Province. Meanwhile, the 

Council of Ministers has issued a decision to push forward with efforts to open an Iraqi consulate in Dammam, in 

Saudi Arabia’s eastern province, which happens to have a significant Shia population along with a consulate in 

Toronto, Canada’s largest city.  These developments highlight the significant progress made in fostering stronger 

diplomatic relations. Beyond this, Saudi Arabia’s insistence on opening a consulate in the city of Najaf, at the very 

centre of Iraq’s Shia religious establishment, points to Riyadh’s ambitions to curry favour and establish trust with 

Iraq’s Shia population, which has been traditionally hostile to Saudi Arabia. Doing so could help Saudi Arabia 

expand its influence in the country and establish itself in southern Iraq. 

 

Iraq's PM appoints acting education minister 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has appointed Qusay al-Suhail as acting minister of education, the Beirut-

based website Al-Sumaria reported on April 08.  Suhail, current serving as the minister of higher education, is a 

renowned politician who is affiliated with the Sadrist movement, led by influential Iraqi Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr.   

 

Al-Hal party withdraws from Bina block 

The head of al-Hal party, Jamal al-Karbouli, announced late on Wednesday evening (April 10) that his party would 

withdraw from the Bina bloc amid ongoing disputes that have stalled the completion of Iraq’s Council of Ministers. 

In a statement released on social media last night, Karbouli said that while he joined the bloc “with all good 

intentions”, none of his ambitions were fulfilled in “making a true national political project”. He added that his 

withdrawal is the first step that he will take to search for a national project that “works for Iraq and ensures that all 

Iraqis are equal”. This comes as divisions continue to appear within the Bina bloc over key issues, including the 

formation of the Iraqi cabinet and the withdrawal of the United States from Iraq. The Speaker of Parliament, 

Mohammed al-Halbousi, has notably clashed with the rest of the bloc due to his more open stance towards US 

troop presence in Iraq and his cordial relations with Washington, as shown by his recent trip there last month.  

Security 
 

Iraq offers up accused IS members to International Coalition for a fee 

According to the AFP, Iraqi officials have offered the International Coalition to put hundreds of accused foreign 

Islamic State (IS) militants on trial in exchange for a fee. This comes as western countries face a fierce debate 

about whether to repatriate their citizens who have joined the group. Quoting unnamed government sources, the 

article says that Iraq had proposed a rate of $2 million per suspect per year. This is reportedly calculated based 

on the estimated operational costs of a detainee in the US-run Guantanamo Bay detention centre. There are 

currently thousands of foreign IS militants and their families holed up in camps in north-eastern Syria. The 

proposition offered by Iraq would help solve this problem faced by a number of countries. However, the move 

could overwhelm Iraq’s bloated judicial system and there are likely to be fears from human rights organisations 

that these suspects may not go through a robust enough court procedure. 

 

Syrian Democratic Forces announce deal with Iraq to return IDPs 

The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) have announced a deal with Baghdad to return 31,000 displaced Iraqis, 

mostly women and children in camps in north eastern Syria to return home to Iraq. This comes after a delegation 

from the Iraqi cabinet visited the autonomous administration, run by the SDF, to discuss the return of displaced 

Iraqis. According to the SDF, 4000 people have already been signed up to return to Iraq and are waiting for the 

Iraqi Government to open the border in order to return. While the returnees under this deal do not include Islamic 

State (IS) militants, there is a concern amongst security officials in Iraq that there may be IS members or 

sympathisers hidden amongst the displaced people.  Later this week it was reported that the Iraqi Army’s 8th 

Division received 200 IS prisoners, which included the wives and children of militants in the group from the Syrian 

Democratic Forces (SDF). Reports have not specified the ethnicity of those who were transferred to Iraq through 
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the Iraqi army, although it is likely they were Iraqi nationals. According to Iraqi news outlets, all 200 will be taken 

to Baghdad for investigation.  

 

Iraq receives six additional US made F-16 jets 

Iraq has received an additional six US-made F-16 Fighting Falcons to its fleet, in a bid to expand the country’s 

military capabilities. According to Brigadier Yahya Rasool, spokesman for the Iraqi Security Media Centre, the 

delivery brings Iraq’s F-16 Fighting Falcon fleet to 27.  

Humanitarian 
 

Death toll from capsized Iraqi ferry rises to 117 

The death toll from a deadly ferry accident in Iraq’s Mosul last month has risen to 117, according to press reports.  

The Kurdish Shafaq News quoted the head of the civil defence authority as saying in a statement that 33 people 

were rescued after the boat capsized. The civil defence teams are still working to recover the remaining bodies, it 

added.  The ferry capsized in the Tigris River in Mosul on March 21 as it was carrying passengers to a tourist 

island amid celebrations for Nowruz, also known as the Persian New Year.  The Supreme Judicial Council of Iraq 

announced the arrest of nine workers in the ferry company and the owner of the tourist island the ferry was heading 

towards. It also issued an arrest warrant against the ship's owner. 

Economy 
 

Tehran and Baghdad reach agreement to develop joint oilfields 

Meanwhile, Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh said that Tehran and Baghdad have reached an agreement to 

develop joint oilfields, adding that Iranian experts will help Iraq to develop its petrochemical industry.  According 

to press, he made the remarks on the sidelines of his meeting with his Iraqi counterpart Thamir Abbas al-Ghadban 

during a visit to Energy Industries Engineering and Design (EIED) in Tehran.  In comments carried by the state 

news agency IRNA, Zanganeh said that negotiations held on developing Naft Shahr and Khorramshahr oil fields, 

adding that both sides "have reached a point to have an official agreement to develop them jointly".  Speaking to 

IRNA, he also elaborated on Iraq's gas imports debts to Iran which he said stands at about 1bn dollars. Zanganeh 

added that the Central Bank of Iran is supposed to follow up the process of receiving the arrears. 
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Activity patterns in Nineveh remained consistent with established trends this week.  While still not assessed to 

pose a serious, territorial threat to Mosul, insurgent cells continue to wage an asymmetric campaign of violence 

characterised by hit and run attacks, kidnappings and IEDs targeting the civilian population and ISF as 

demonstrated on April 10, when an elder from the al-Hadidi tribe named as Hassan al-Najim was killed and his 

nephew injured when a road-side IED detonated against their vehicle in the village of Abu Fishkahin al-Shoura 

sub-district, 45 km south of Mosul.  Meanwhile ISF have continued to prosecute successful EOD operations this 

week with units disarming a legacy IED in the Haramat district in western Mosul city, without incident.  Arrest 

operations have also continued with three IS commanders, including an executioner named as Abu Azhar al-Efri, 

arrested in a security operation in Qayyarah sub-district, south of Mosul.  An IS militant from Ba'aj district, who 

was reportedly disguised as a displaced person at the Qayyarah IDP camp, south of Mosul was also apprehended.   

 

Meanwhile, it was also reported that Nineveh Council has rejected claims that a number of individuals had been 

nominated to replace ousted Governor Nawfal al-Akoub. The Deputy Chairman of the council stated on April 07 

that an appeal period must pass first, with Akoub constitutionally mandated to have an opportunity to file a 

challenge with the Administrative Court. However, he noted that no appeal has yet been lodged. One media report 

also claimed that the PM had issued instructions to postpone the election of a new governor for unknown reasons. 
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A number of politicians, including Muqtada al-Sadr, have called on the provincial council to carefully select Akoub’s 

replacement, citing the extensive corruption that has originated from within the governorate office. Financial 

misconduct has greatly impacted the pace of reconstruction efforts in Ninawa, particularly in Mosul. Akoub was 

believed a key instigator of this mismanagement, creating and enforcing a powerful personal fiefdom with wide 

influence over business interests and links with armed groups.  Later this week, the Commission of Integrity 

announced in a statement that fourteen officials in the province of Nineveh have been charged with embezzling 

15 billion Dinars ($12.6 million) from the provincial government’s funds. According to the commission, the suspects 

embezzled 8.7 billion Dinars in cash, 5 billion Dinars from a government bank, and 435 million Dinars from the 

engineering department at a local government office. The commission also stated that the suspects were members 

of the province’s Money Withdrawal Committee and had responsibilities that included fixing village roads and 

reconstruction. The case highlights the extent to which corruption is impeding on the reconstruction effort in 

Nineveh. 

 

An increase in incidents was noted in Kirkuk province this week, with violence centred on Hawijah district and the 

Multaqa sub-district, south west and north west of Kirkuk respectively.  In addition, and in a sign of the prevailing 

lack of ISF control of the terrain, seven IS militants were killed in a US-led coalition drone strike in the Shai Valley 

in Daquq district. One civilian (child) was killed and five others were wounded in an IED detonation in the village 

of Kawaz Arab in Multaqa sub-district, with a secondary device also detonating in the vicinity without causing 

casualties.  A third device was subsequently found and cleared in the same area by the federal police.  In addition, 

it was reported that two federal police members were wounded in a road-side IED detonation near the town of 

Hawijah and two separate IED detonations targeted security patrols at unspecified locations south of Kirkuk on 

April 10. Several federal police members were also reportedly wounded, and one Humvee disabled when an IED 

detonated near the village of al-Madina in Hawijah district on April 11. 

   

Meanwhile, Meanwhile, the Kirkuk Provincial Council has held its first session since October 2017 in the city of 

Kirkuk. The session was chaired by the council’s eldest member, Jamal Mawlud, who replaced Rebwar Talabani 

as acting head of the provincial council, who was removed after the Iraqi President, Council of Ministers and the 

Speaker of the Iraqi Parliament approved the move. Only half of the 42 members of the provincial council were 

present at the meeting, with the majority of those absent being from Kurdish parties due to the session taking place 

in Kirkuk. The KDP previously proposed to hold the session in Erbil, a proposal that was vehemently rejected by 

Arab and Turkmen parties in Kirkuk.  Turkmen factions in the province of Kirkuk have also reportedly settled on 

two possible candidates for the Provincial Governor post. The Turkmen factions plan to submit their names to the 

Iraqi Parliament in a bid to get their candidates into the post and thus bypass the Provincial Council, which is 

dominated by Kurdish factions. The seven Turkmen parties in the disputed province have agreed to nominate 

Riyadh Sari Kahya, head of the Turkmenli Party, and Faydhulah Sari Kahya, head of the Turkmen Tribal Council. 

The Turkmen factions also claim that they have the support of Arab factions in the province. The Turkmen have 

nine seats in the Kirkuk Provincial Council, while Arab factions have six, out of a total of 44 seats in the province.. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

A marked increase in insurgent acitivity was noted during the reporting period in Anbar, perhaps as a result of the 

recent loss of their remaining territory in Syria last week, as IS attempt to rebound from the defeat, launching 

attacks from their now dispersed positions on the Syrian / Iraqi border.  On April 06, one ISF member was 

reportedly killed and three others were wounded when several mortar shells launched by IS militants from inside 

the Syrian territories landed on the Iraq-Syria border near Rutbah district and ISF intercepted and killed two IS 

militants wearing explosives-rigged vests as they attempted to strike a security checkpoint near the al-Sagrah 

village in Anah district.  No casualties were reported.  Meanwhile, an IS militant was reportedly killed in Haditha 

district when an IED prematurely detonated while planting it on the main road leading to the al-Sagrah region.  In 

addition, the Iraqi army, backed by paramilitary tribal fighters, clashed with IS militants at a desert area west of the 

town of Haditha killing four of the extremist militants, according to Qasim al-Mohammadi, commander of al-Jazira 

Operations Command in Anbar. 

 

Meanwhile, a combined force of ISF and PMU began a search operation in the Al-Jazeera and Bani Zaid areas of 

Karma district in response to the IS attack that targeted a security outpost on April 09 which resulted in one pro-

government Sunni tribesman killed and another wounded in the Jazeera region.  Separately, one IS vehicle was 

destroyed and several militants were killed in a failed infiltration attempt into the Rummanah sub-district in Qaim 

as the militants came across the Syrian border from the al-Tulul area region.  In addition, three IS militants were 

killed, three underground tunnel systems destroyed, and quantities of explosives and weapons seized in an 

intelligence-led operation launched in the al-Madham Valley, 90 km south of al-Baghdadi.  A UVIED detonated 

beneath a civilian's vehicle in the town of Qaim although no casualties were reported and an IED detonated inside 
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a building near the jewellery stores area , also in the town of Qaim, without causing casualties.  In addition, another 

IED, placed in a trash bin, detonated in the same area  shortly afterwards wounding two civilians.  Separately, ISF-

backed Sunni tribesmen killed four IS militants and destroyed one vehicle in the desert located between Qaim and 

Haditha districts and ISF EOD control detonated an IED found at the 60 Street in Ramadi city.  Finally, on April 11, 

a civilian along with one ISF member were reportedly wounded when two suspected legacy daisy-chained IEDs 

detonated against a vehicle in the al-Bahuri area in central Ameriyat al-Fallujah sub-district and 4 x Iraqi police 

officers were seriously wounded when a VBIED detonated near the al-Salam Intersection, approximately 8kms 

south west of Fallujah. (NFDK).   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Baghdad continues to experience a relatively benign period in terms of terrorist activity within the city limits.  Violent 

trends however remained unchanged from previous weeks and as such driven by criminal activity and local 

tensions confined to areas typically associated with high levels of violence.  Other than criminally linked shootings 

this week, there was one low-yield IED incident on the morning of April 07, when an explosive device reportedly 

detonated inside a pickup truck belonging to the Energy Police Directorate in the al-Mu'allimeen neighbourhood of 

the Mashtal area in New Baghdad district.  No casualties were reported, and the attack was not assessed to be 

Sunni militant linked.  ISF EOD also safely defused a homemade IED composed of two hand grenades and 14 x 

electrical igniters wrapped in a plastic bag in the Hay al-Batoul area in the Rashaad area of New Baghdad district    

Unidentified gunmen carrying suppressed weapons shot and killed three civilians in al-Falah Street in Sadr City 

during a single attack on April 11.   

 

A number of small-scale demonstrations were also reported this week.  On the morning of April 07, dozens of 

university graduates demonstrated in front of the Ministry of Oil in Rusafah district, demanding job opportunities. 

Dozens of engineering graduates also demonstrated in front the Ministry of Oil, demanding job opportunities.  

Additionally, on the morning of April 09, dozens of ice cream factory owners gathered at the Tahrir Square in 

Rusafah district, to demand government support for local industries and to limit imports from neighbouring 

countries. 
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Local media reports this week have also indicated that Iraqi Prime Minister Mahdi will announce in the coming 

days that the International Zone (IZ) will be fully open to the public by the end of April. The announcement by the 

PM will also detail to Iraqi citizens what parts will now be open and any remaining security measures.  

 

A relatively calm period was observed in the provincial areas, with minor incidents recorded in areas typically 

characterised by violence.  On the afternoon of April 06, two unidentified gunmen on a motorcycle shot and killed 

a civilian in Hussainiyat al-Ma'amel, east of Baghdad and on April 09, armed assailants shot and killed a civilian in 

Sheik Hamad village of Tarmiyah district, north of Baghdad. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

A relatively subdued reporting period in the southern provinces this week, although Babel province continues to 

see an up-tick in Sunni militant activity, demonstrating that the Sunni-majority areas to the north west of the 

province continue to harbour active insurgents.  On April 06, two PMU members were wounded when a road-side 

IED detonated against their vehicle in Jurf al-Sakhar sub-district, north of Hillah and the PMU’s 47th Bde (Saraya 

al-Difa al-Shaabi) reportedly thwarted an IS infiltration attempt into the Abid Wais region, also in Jurf al-Sakhar 

sub-district.  A road-side IED also detonated against a PMU unit during a subsequent search operation without 

causing casualties.  Following this, on April 11, three PMU members were reportedly wounded in another 

detonation against a security patrol in the Jurf al-Sakhar sub-district, the second attack in the area this week.   

 

It was also reported this week that the Iraqi southern province of Maysan has asked the central government and 

the parliament to declare it a "disaster province".  Following their meeting with the ministers of water resources 

and agriculture on April 10, the members of Maysan provincial council said that the province “suffers from severe 

damage caused by recent floods”, the privately-owned Sumaria News website reported.  The council said that the 

two ministers agreed to increase the emergency allocations for Maysan to face the repercussions of the floods.  On 

April 05, the Iraqi government declared a state of emergency in several provinces following devastating floods that 

hit the country.  A day earlier, the Ministry of Water Resources warned that "a wave of floods will raise the water 

levels in the Tigris River in Baghdad by almost three metres".  Heavy floods also hit the southern and central 

provinces of Maysan, Basra and Wasit last November, leaving 10 people dead.  Finally, unconfirmed reports stated 

that one person was reported to have been killed during an argument that escalated into a shootout IVO 

PetroChina camp in the Kahla district, south of Amarah.  (NFDK).  In Najaf, the MOI-Falcons Intelligence Cell in 
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cooperation with Fifth Region Border Protection Force, arrested a terrorist suspect named as Akil Abdul Malagi al-

Hayani, who it was reported, is considered to be one of the most important ‘IS scout elements’. 

 

The overall situation in Basra remains unchanged with the majority of hostile incidents confined to Basra City and 

related to a typical pattern of social violence, tribal dispute and criminal activity. No notable incidents were recorded 

over the reporting period in the city with all incidents remaining relatively low-level. An incident of attempted oil 

smuggling in Safwan, two armed robberies and increasing reports of drug trafficking arrests continue to highlight 

the nefarious money making schemes some Basrawis enter in to in Iraq’s southernmost province, this despite its 

calculated - but for most Basrawis - unseen oil wealth. There was one fatal shooting incident on the afternoon of 

10 April targeting a sheep trader in Qarmat Ali, the incident assessed to be linked to the on-going tribal feuding 

between two main tribes. 

 

Protest action also continued this period, but once again a reduction was witnessed – the socioeconomic issues 

of Basra’s failing infrastructure, lack of employment, fiscal share of the Federal Budget and autonomy the 

continued themes. In relation to Basra’s bid for autonomy – a number of individuals and political parties have been 

openly vocal. Moqtada al Sadr was the first to post a tweet on April 07 saying that the request was the result of an 

oppressed people wanting to end their suffering - his advice was to keep a unified Iraq.  On the evening of the 9th 

the Iraqi Communist Party expressed its objection to the proposal and on April 11, Iyad Allawi claimed that granting 

Basra autonomy would lead Iraq into an abyss – instead he advised greater dialogue with the Federal government. 

In the short to medium term these issues re likely to drive further civil action – some of the events likely to end in 

violence as tempers and alliances are tested. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: informationops@garda.com or contact our regional 
representative iraq.ram@garda.com (Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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