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OUTLOOK
Short term outlook
▪

Current US-Iran tensions have led to an observable increase in US threat reporting in recent weeks suggesting
the possibility of attacks against US interests in Iraq. In response, the US Embassy announced a decision to
withdraw non-essential diplomatic staff from the country and a number of diplomatic missions to increase their
security posture in Baghdad. A rocket attack targeting the International Zone on May 19 was most likely carried
out by a rogue militia faction with ties to Iran and is consistent with standing patterns of Shia militia activity in
Baghdad and the southern region at times of heightened political tensions. Rocket attacks against the IZ are
not unprecedented however the threat of further attacks from Iran-aligned militia elements, including kidnap
and rocket attacks, is assessed as credible in the event of further escalation.

▪

On the morning on May 23, the US State Department Overseas Security Advisory Council (OSAC) issued an
alert stating that ‘as of mid-May 2019, U.S. citizens in Baghdad, Basrah, Wasit, and Maysan Provinces, Iraq,
may be the targets of kidnapping operations. Additionally, employees of U.S.-owned security companies
headquarters in these areas could also be targets.’ In light of known threat indications and tensions between
US and Iran, the current situation should be monitored closely, and commercial operations should be conducted
with heightened vigilance.

▪

Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the
northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues. The suicide vest attack in
Sadr City on May 09 also underlines the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent
to escalate operations, especially during the Ramadan period. Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the
attack is not assessed to change the security situation in the capital, but a heightened security posture can be
expected for the remaining of the holy month. As always, religious and cultural sensitivities will also increase
during the period.

▪

One lane along the 14th of July street remains open for public access into the International Zone between
1700hrs and 1030hrs daily. Additional 24-hour periods of public transit will be allowed on weekends and bank
holidays. Weekend opening will run from 1700hrs on Thursdays through to 1030hrs on Sundays. On May 27,
a spokesperson for PM Mahdi’s office said the IZ would be continuously open for 24-hour periods from June
04, 2019.

Medium to long term outlook
▪

Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS
operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk. Attacks will continue to target
security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security
forces.

▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an
insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets,
the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and
along the Hamrin Mountains.
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
Iraqi PM presses on with International Zone opening despite attack
Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has announced that the International Zone will be permanently and fully
open to the public on the first day of Eid al-Fitr, expected on June 04, despite a recent attack on the fortified
government district. “The Green Zone will be fully open within 24 hours as of the first day of the blessed Eid alFitr,” the Al-Sumaria news website quoted Abdul Mahdi’s secretary, Mohamed Hamid al-Bayyati, as saying on
May 27. This comes over a week after a Katyusha rocket struck the International Zone, which houses Iraqi
government headquarters and many diplomatic missions.

Multiple IED attacks – Kirkuk city
At least six IEDs detonated in Kirkuk city at around 2000hrs local time on Thursday, May 30, leaving at least five
people dead including a policeman and 18 others wounded. Security forces defused two other IEDs in the city,
according to Iraqi military sources. The explosions reportedly struck in the centre of Kirkuk, in a commercial area
that has several shopping centres, cafes and restaurants including in the street between the Plaza Hotel and the
Kirkuk General Hospital. The blasts went off in quick succession after iftar, the meal that breaks daylong fasting
during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, when streets are typically crowded with shoppers and people out
having dinner. Though no group has yet claimed responsibility, the attacks bore the hallmarks of an Islamic State
operation and continues to demonstrate that the insurgents have the capability and intent to launch attacks within
the city limits.

IS exploits disputed areas, sets Iraqi fields on fire
Iraqi Civil Defence announced on May 28, that 136 fires took place in grain fields in past 18 days spread throughout
various provinces of Iraq, including Salah-al-Din (59), Kirkuk (17) and Nineveh (15). Islamic State claimed
responsibility for 13 of them. Eight fires broke out in Kirkuk province on May 25, destroying crops. In the last week
alone, 600 dunams of land planted with wheat and barley were set on fire by the militant group.
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OVERVIEW
Political
Iraq Breaks with Saudi on Iran during Mecca Summit
Iraq has opposed the final statement of an emergency meeting in Saudi Arabia, which condemned what it called
Iran's "interference" in the countries of the Middle East region. A statement by the (Persian) Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) and the communiqué issued after a wider summit both underlined the rights of Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to defend themselves against Tehran. The statements mainly cited concerns
about the recent sabotage attacks against several ships off the UAE. Both Saudi and Emirati officials have blamed
the mysterious "sabotage" attacks on Iran while Iran denies any involvement. "The absence of a firm deterrent
stance against Iranian behaviour is what led to the escalation we see today," King Salman told the two consecutive
meetings late last night. He also pointed to Iran's ballistic missile and nuclear programs as sources of concern and
expressed alarm about what he described as Iran's threats to cripple global oil supplies by closing down the Strait
of Hormuz in case the US seeks to zero out the Islamic Republic's oil exports. Iraq, however, which maintains
close ties with neighbouring Iran and has strong ties with Washington as well, objected to the communiqué, which
required "non-interference in other countries" as a pre-condition for cooperation with Tehran. Iraqi President
Barham Salih asked the gathering to support his country's stability, arguing that rising tensions with Iran could
cause war. He voiced hope that Iran's security would not be targeted.
Former Iraqi PM resigns from Chairmanship of Dawa party
Former Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has resigned from the chairmanship of the Dawa (Call) party, calling
for the restructuring of the pro-Iran party. “I call for a critical review, renewal of speech and restructuring of the
party, as well as the injection of fresh blood into the party, especially in the leadership posts,” Abadi, the chairman
of the parliamentary Victory coalition, said in a statement on May 31. “I announce my resignation and withdrawal
from all of the leadership posts in the party,” he added. The resignation comes ahead of Dawa’s annual congress,
scheduled for mid-June. Tense relations with Nouri al-Maliki, a former Iraqi prime minister and ex-chairman of the
party, have pushed Abadi to form a coalition away from the party. Abadi’s Victory coalition came third in the last
Iraqi parliamentary polls in May 2018.
Nechirvan Barzani elected as Kurdish regional president
Nechirvan Barzani has been elected as the new President of the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in a
session held on May 28. 81 Members of Parliament (MPs) were present in the KRG’s 111-seat legislature to cast
their vote in the session, with the Kurdistan Democratic Party’s (KDP) candidate receiving 68 votes. Nechirvan
Barzani is expected to step down from his post as Prime Minister to assume the role and he is expected to nominate
his cousin, Masrour Barzani, to form the new KRG cabinet and assume the premiership by mid-June. Most notably,
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), which holds 21 seats in the legislature against the KDP's 45, boycotted the
session, saying in a statement that the KDP has failed to adhere to the prior made with the PUK, and would
therefore not participate in the vote. The PUK say that the KDP has prevented the nomination of a PUK Governor
of Kirkuk, despite having come to an earlier agreement on this contentious issue. However, this did not stop the
PUK’s Qubad Talabani, the KRG’s Deputy Prime Minister, from congratulating Nechirvan on his election victory.
Iranian foreign Minister arrives in Baghdad
Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif arrived in Baghdad on the evening of May 25, to hold meetings with Prime
Minister Mahdi and President Salih. As expected, the meetings focused on the situation in the region with both
sides stressing the need to maintain calm and prevent any escalation given existing tensions. President Salih also
received an invitation to visit Tehran and meet with President Rouhani, according to a statement released in the
media. Zarif will today hold a meeting with his counterpart Mohammed al-Hakim and the two are expected to hold
a joint press conference during the week.
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Iraqi PM to visit US, Iran to calm tensions
Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has said he will visit the US and Iran in a bid to defuse tensions between
the two countries. “There will be visits soon to Washington and Tehran to discuss the situation in the region… The
Iraqi government has moved to calm down [the situation] and spare Iraq the repercussions of the [US] sanctions
on Iran” Mahdi said at a press conference on May 28. “We explained our viewpoint regarding the sanctions, which
should have been lifted… if this situation continues, the escalation could harm everyone” he stated. Mahdi also
stated that US President Donald Trump’s recent statements on the crisis with Iran "were meant to calm down" the
situation. Top Iraqi officials announced more than once that their country opposes the US sanctions on
Iran. During Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif’s visit to Baghdad, Abdul Mahdi said he discussed
with the top Iranian diplomat ways to spare the region of "the threat of war". Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammed
al-Hakim also said his country was against any "unilateral measures" made by the US against Iran.
President Salih meets with Turkish President
An Iraqi delegation headed by President Barham Salih held a round of talks with the Turkish President, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, at the Presidential Palace in Istanbul on May 28. During the meeting, which reportedly took place
behind closed doors, Salih stressed the importance to safeguard Iraq’s sovereignty and told Erdogan that he
rejects any unilateral military action beyond Iraq’s borders. The meeting was also attended by Iraq and Turkey’s
respective foreign ministers, Iraqi’s national security adviser, and Turkey’s intelligence chief. The meeting came
as the Turkish military launched an extensive land and air operation in the Hakurk region in north-eastern Erbil
province on the evening of May 27, according to a statement on the Turkish Defence Ministry. The statement said
the operation, dubbed ‘Operation Claw’ was aimed at Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) fighters and their base
locations. The operation was initiated by air and artillery strikes on suspected PKK locations, followed by heliborne
assaults by Turkish commando units, according to the ministry statement. According to Turkey’s Defence Ministry,
nine PKK fighters have been killed, injured or captured during clashes since the beginning of operations.

Security
Iraqi PM presses on with International Zone opening despite attack
Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has announced that the International Zone will be permanently and fully
open to the public on the first day of Eid al-Fitr, expected on June 04, despite a recent attack on the fortified
government district. “The Green Zone will be fully open within 24 hours as of the first day of the blessed Eid alFitr,” the Al-Sumaria news website quoted Abdul Mahdi’s secretary, Mohamed Hamid al-Bayyati, as saying on
May 27. This comes over a week after a Katyusha rocket struck the International Zone, which houses Iraqi
government headquarters and many diplomatic missions. The rocket landed near the US embassy amid ongoing
tensions between Washington and Tehran, fuelling speculation that Iranian-backed groups were behind the attack.
A number of key pro-Iran groups have nonetheless distanced themselves from the attack and condemned any
calls for war in the region. The news of the opening of the International Zone however comes following repeated
announcements of the imminent plans to open it to the public.
Multiple IED attacks – Kirkuk city
At least six IEDs detonated in Kirkuk city at around 2000hrs local time on Thursday, May 30, leaving at least five
people dead including a policeman and 18 others wounded. Security forces defused two other IEDs in the city,
according to Iraqi military sources. The explosions reportedly struck in the centre of Kirkuk, in a commercial area
that has several shopping centres, cafes and restaurants including in the street between the Plaza Hotel and the
Kirkuk General Hospital. The blasts went off in quick succession after iftar, the meal that breaks daylong fasting
during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, when streets are typically crowded with shoppers and people out
having dinner. Though no group has yet claimed responsibility, the attacks bore the hallmarks of an Islamic State
operation and continues to demonstrate that the insurgents have the capability and intent to launch attacks within
the city limits.
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IS exploits disputed areas, sets Iraqi fields on fire
Iraqi Civil Defence announced on May 28, that 136 fires took place in grain fields in past 18 days spread throughout
various provinces of Iraq, including Salah-al-Din (59), Kirkuk (17) and Nineveh (15). Islamic State claimed
responsibility for 13 of them. Eight fires broke out in Kirkuk province on May 25, destroying crops. In the last week
alone, 600 dunams of land planted with wheat and barley were set on fire by the militant group. The Peshmerga
atop Iraq's Qarachokh Mountains pointed at a blackened stretch of what up until a few hours before had been
wheat fields. "The fire started at 11 this morning. I only caught sight of one terrorist" as he fled, the soldier told
press "But there must have been more," he added. Grain fields have been set alight across Iraqi territory in recent
weeks, with areas disputed between Baghdad and the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) hit especially
hard. Fires have been reported in Makhmour, areas in the Tuz Khurmatu district, Riyadh and other districts of the
Kirkuk province, as well as Nineveh and Diyala. Across the border, Syrian crops in opposition-held areas have
also been targeted, with the Islamic State (IS) boasting that it is behind the attacks and referring to them as
"punishment." IS had threatened to set fields on fire in Iraq if farmers did not pay "protection money."
Reorganisation of ISF commanders in northern Iraq
A major reshuffle has taken place within the Iraqi military. Veteran commander, Major General Najem al-Jabouri,
has been replaced as head of the Nineveh Operations Command by Major General Nu’man al-Zowba’i, who was
appointed as the head of the Salahuddin Operations Command less than two months ago. Jabouri has reportedly
been sent into retirement, although he is expected to take up a role in politics, with many observers suggesting his
name as a possible candidate for the Ministry of Defence post due to his popularity and experience in combat.
Meanwhile, Zowba’i has been replaced by Major General Abdul Assi al-Abbasi, who was the previous commander
of the Diyala Operations Command. Major General Ghassan al-Izi, from the 11th Division of the Iraqi Army has
replaced Abbasi as the head of the Diyala Operations Command.
Special Forces reportedly carrying out mission to kill or capture al-Baghdadi
Reports have emerged within the British media that the British Army’s Special Air Service (SAS) forces have been
deployed to Iraq for a “kill or capture” mission to track down the location of the leader of the IS, Abu Bakr alBaghdadi. Around 30 SAS and Special Boat Service troopers have reportedly teamed up with American Special
Forces and the Iraqi Counter-Terrorism Services’ (ICTS) Golden Division for this operation. According to reports,
Royal Air Force (RAF) drones, equipped with four Hellfire missiles, are also being deployed on 12-hour surveillance
missions.
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT
Countrywide Military/Security Situation
Northern Provinces

Activity in the northern region continued this week to follow established and long-standing patterns, with hostilities
and ISF operations confined to areas which continue to experience high levels of violence. These include rural
areas of Nineveh province, predominantly in the southwest, south-western Kirkuk and northern Diyala province.
There were two large-scale incidents reported this week in Kirkuk city and Rabia in Nineveh province, although
other provincial capitals in the northern provinces continue to experience relatively little IS-related activity. The
vast majority of incidents recorded in the main cities are assessed to be related to criminal and local disputes
rather than terrorism, which remains confined to rural areas characterised by less security.
In the Kurdistan region, the Turkish Armed Forces launched a counter-terrorism operation on May 27 dubbed
“Operation Claw” with the continued aim of neutralizing PKK members based in north of Iraq. The offensive began
with artillery shelling and continued with airstrikes and commando operations. Airstrikes destroyed weapons
positions, shelters, caves and ammunition depots used by the PKK, with support from combat drones the Turkish
Ministry of Defence said. Amongst areas targeted were Hakurk and Zap in northern Erbil province, the Khwakurk
region in Sulaymaniyah province and the Shiladze sub-district in Dohuk province.
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In Nineveh, a VBIED detonated in Rabia sub- district, western Nineveh province, on May 26, killing five and injuring
another eight according to the security information cell. The attack was carried out using a static vehicle parked
near a market in the district which is located close to the Syrian border. In the provincial areas, two IS militants
were killed in clashes with ISF-backed Sunni tribal fighters in Tal Abtah sub-district; one motorcycle borne IED
was also dismantled. In Baaj district, clashes were also reported between PMU members and members of the
20th Iraqi Army Division after the PMU members refused to stop at a checkpoint. No casualties were reported.
Islamic State’s new tactic of setting fire to agricultural areas has also continued this week with large swathes of
land being lit outside Sinjar district on May 27. Connected to this, ISF reportedly foiled a number of attacks planned
by insurgents to be carried out during Eid al-Fitr and also arrested a number of terrorist suspects in the province
that were thought to be responsible for the spate of fires. Nineveh Operations Division stated that “Iraqi and
international coalition forces have succeeded in recent days in a series of incursions to target and arrest some
members of the Da’esh network in the Nineveh operations division AOR. "This network is responsible for the
burning of wheat and barley fields in Nineveh, and as a result of the professional work of the Iraqi military
intelligence, these forces destroyed the cell and stopped future attacks to burn fields and suicide attacks to target
innocent people during Eid al-Fitr".
A number of successful ISF counter-terrorist operations were also noted. Rounds were reportedly exchanged
between ISF members and IS insurgents in the Abu Abada Village area on May 28, resulting in one ISF member
and two IS members killed and elements of the Iraqi counter terrorism service (CTS) supported by the US-led
coalition warplanes, killed 14 x IS militants ‘including suicide bombers’ in an air drop operation in al-Hadhar district,
south of Mosul. In addition, a number of IS militants were killed and four underground tunnel systems and
motorcycles were destroyed in an operation in the desert areas south of Mosul on May 30 and ISF also arrested
six terrorists in an intelligence-led operation in Ba'aj district and a suspected member of the IS religious police or
'Hasbah" was arrested in the Sukkar district in eastern Mosul city.
In Kirkuk province, the reporting period was dominated by the multiple IED attack in Kirkuk city on May 30, leaving
at least five people dead including a policeman and 18 others wounded. Security forces defused two other IEDs
in the city, according to Iraqi military sources. The explosions reportedly struck in the centre of Kirkuk, in a
commercial area that has several shopping centres, cafes and restaurants including in the street between the
Plaza Hotel and the Kirkuk General Hospital. The blasts went off in quick succession after iftar, the meal that
breaks daylong fasting during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, when streets are typically crowded with
shoppers and people out having dinner. Though no group has yet claimed responsibility, the attacks bore the
hallmarks of an Islamic State operation and continues to demonstrate that the insurgents have the capability and
intent to launch attacks within the city limits.
Separately, a number of IEDs were also noted during the reporting period. Four civilians were killed and two others
wounded when an IED detonated in Hawijah district on May 26 and the following day a truck carrying wheat crops
was damaged when a road-side IED detonated between Daquq and Arab Coy village In Daquq district; a second
device was subsequently detonated nearby when a security patrol arrived to investigate the first incident, wounding
two IP officers. An ISF member was killed and another wounded when a roadside IED detonated against a security
patrol in the same area the following day on May 29 and a further two ISF members were wounded in a road-side
IED detonation near the village of Qara Tepe, north of Kirkuk.
As in Nineveh province, deliberately started fires in agricultural areas have also occurred this week in Kirkuk
province. Crop fields belonging to the Kurdish villagers were torched in Prde town in the north of Kirkuk province
on May 31 with Kurdish farmers saying over 1,000 dunams of farmland was set ablaze. The crop fields belonging
to the Kurdish farmers were set ablaze in Kalhur, Guldara, Bibani and Zardak villages in Prde (Altun Kupri) subdistrict. The Kurdish villager accused the Arab families, who were brought to the village, of torching their crop
fields and claimed that ISF had prevented them from extinguishing the fires. “The Arabs residing in Palkana village
set on fire the cropland of Kurdish farmers,” Badradin Shamsadin, a Sargaran Town Council member, told Rudaw.
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Kurds and Arabs in Kirkuk have been locked in disputes over land ownership since Arabization policies were set
in place by Iraq’s former dictator Saddam Hussein. “Those Arabs, after becoming certain that they have lost the
case, have started burning the crops of the Kurdish farmers,” Shamsadin said, referring to lawsuits brought by
Kurds to Iraqi courts, claiming they are the rightful landowners. In and around Kirkuk, farmers have claimed other
ethnic groups and remnants of the Islamic State are setting their crops on fire. Authorities in Kirkuk, however,
blamed IS militants. Over the last several weeks, suspected IS militants have burned hundreds of hectares of
agricultural land belonging to ethnic Kurds in Kirkuk province, causing millions of dinars in damage. Iraqi Prime
Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi downplayed the arson claims on May 28 saying that there are “fires every year.”
Although he admitted they are sometimes due to internal feuds between landowners and not necessarily IS.
Recent IS propaganda claimed this week that the burning of crops is revenge and retaliation for years of
bombardment during its war with Iraqi and Peshmerga forces. IS says it is a revenge for the five years of
bombardment that saw cities under its control destroyed and “everything inside of it burnt”. Farhad Kakai, a
community and religious leader, told press that Hawkar Jalil Kakai was killed by improvised explosive devices
while trying to put out fires in Daquq. In an interview, Kakai explained that farmers deemed “un-Islamic” are being
targeted by the extremists. “They don’t enter formally. They come especially during the nights. What else they do
is say, ‘If you want to pay the tax, call this number,’ ” he said.
An increase in attacks was also observed in Salah al-Din province where IS carried out multiple attacks targeting
the northern areas. The most notable incident was on May 28 when Energy Protection Force members supported
by PMU artillery assets were reported to have stopped an IS attack on the Alas oilfield in the province. Ten IS
militants were killed and two pickup trucks including one explosives-rigged vehicle and two tanker trucks loaded
with petrol were destroyed. Four civilians were killed when IS militants launched an attack in Tulul al-Baj; the
attack targeted farmers in the district - at least one farm was set alight in the attack according to media reports,
and a road-side IED detonated against a security force from the PMU’s 88th Bde (Sunni tribesmen) during a search
operation in the Saawiyah Basin of Mutassim sub-district, south of Samarra. No casualties were reported.
Separately and finally, Iraqi authorities stated that a fire broke out on May 27 in one of the natural gas reservoirs
at the Ajeel Oil Field in Salah-al-Din. The authorities added that the fire broke out during maintenance and stated
that it was now under control although there was no mention of casualties. Local media reported that the fire may
have been caused by Islamic State militants, who had also torched oil wells when the area was under their control
in 2015.
Activity in Diyala province was the usual mix of small-scale IS attributed attacks against civilians and ISF. At least
three senior IS leaders were captured in the province on May 27 and an ISF member was killed and two others
wounded in an attack staged by IS militants on security outposts near the village of al-Naqib situated on the
outskirts of Buhriz sub-district, 30 km south of Baqubah. In addition, Sunni tribesmen reportedly foiled an IS
infiltration attempt into the villages of Albu Bakir, Albu Issa and Mubarak al-Farhan situated on the outskirts of alAdhami sub-district near the provincial boundaries between Diyala and Salah-al-Din. Two militants were reported
to have been killed in the contact.

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld

[11]
garda.com

Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report
01 June 2019
Anbar Province

No major security trends were noted in Anbar province with reporting remaining subdued. In western Anbar, a
tribal fighter was killed when a roadside IED detonated in al-Khubaisa, Hit district, on May 27 and two members of
the pro-government Sunni tribal militia were killed and a third was wounded when a VBIED detonated in the
Barwana sub-district near the main road that links Baiji and Haditha. In addition, one ISF member was killed and
another wounded when a legacy road-side IED detonated on their patrol in an agricultural area in Kubaisah subdistrict and a member of the pro-government Sunni tribal militia was reportedly killed when unidentified gunmen
opened fire as he drove through Ibly village in al-Baghdadi sub-district, 90 km west of Ramadi. One Yazidi female
captive was rescued and seven IS militants were killed and several hideouts destroyed in an operation in the Anbar
desert on May 30 and several gunmen in the Baghdadi Sub district of Hit attacked a PMF member's house,
wounding the PMF member. Finally, six Sunni tribesmen were reportedly wounded when a road-side IED
detonated against their patrol in the 160 Kilo region, west of Ramadi.
Meanwhile, in a continuation of IS’ recent tactic of targeting agricultural infrastructure, 250 dunums of land was
destroyed by a deliberate fire set to the south of Al Qaim in the western Anbar desert. Units from the 32nd Bde IA
helped civil defence crews to extinguish the fire.
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City)

Baghdad Operations Command (BOC) announced the successful interception of a VBIED at a checkpoint in Abu
Ghraib on May 27. The device was subsequently removed through controlled detonation. There were no other
details, although if confirmed, this highlights the extant threat from IS attacks during Ramadan in Baghdad as
insurgents seek to target civilians following the end of the day’s fasting with families frequenting cafes and
restaurants during the night hours. Other small-scale security incidents, including a low-yield IED detonation
against a civilian's house in the Risalah area of West Rashid district, were evident but as usual, most violent
incidents were assessed to be related to personal and local issues and not terrorism or political violence.
A number of ongoing demonstrations have been evident this week in the city. On the morning of May 28, dozens
of university graduates demonstrated outside the Ministry of Finance in Rusafah district, demanding job
opportunities and approximately 700 Government employees demonstrated in the Waziriyah area, demanding
better pay. Approximately 350 Ministry of Interior and Ministry of Defence former employees continued to carry
out an ongoing demonstration in Tahrir Square on May 28, demanding to be rehired, and around 50 civilians
demonstrated in the Salahiya area, demanding jobs. Finally, approximately 500 Government employees
demonstrated in the Harithiyah area, demanding better pay and a number of people demonstrated in the
Za’faraniyah area in Karada district, over the demolishing of their houses (slums).
Activity in the provincial areas was similarly subdued this week with only minor incidents reported in typically violent
areas.
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Southern Provinces

Babel province has continued to see limited insurgent activity this week with two PMF members were reportedly
injured after clashes with suspected IS militants in the Fadhiliyah area on May 31. In Wasit, on May 27 several
gunmen shot and wounded one civilian in Kut District and in Dhi Qar, an individual was arrested in connection with
a SAF attack that targeted the home of a civilian in al-Islah district, east of Nasiriyah; the incident is believed to
have been related to tribal tensions. In addition, on May 30, two civilians were wounded when a roadside IED
detonated in Rifai District, Dhi Qar province. The incident was thought to have been related to a tribal
disagreement. In Karbala province, the representative of the religious authority in Karbala, Ahmed Al-Safi, called
on residents of Karbala to avoid the firing of live rounds in celebration during Eid al-Fitr. Meanwhile, the Karbala
local council announced plans to increase the cost of state provided electricity in June from 6000 to 8000 dinars.
Meanwhile in Diwaniyah, a local activist was reportedly assaulted, and his vehicle set ablaze by unidentified
individuals near his house in al-Askari district of Diwaniyah city and three civilians were injured during an altercation
in al-Thawra in central Diwaniyah; several individuals were arrested, with the incident is likely related to a local
dispute.
According to reports, the Police Chief of Najaf has been dismissed from post. The decision, made on May 27 by
the deputy minister for police affairs, ordered that Brig Gen Gharib be relieved from his duties and transferred to
the police affairs office and be replaced by Brig. Gen. Mohsen Kamel until another police chief is designated. The
dismissal came in the wake of recent incidents in the province over the past two weeks between supporters of
Muqtada al-Sadr and their opponents, which left a number of people killed and properties burnt. The police were
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accused of not imposing security, with a committee being formed by Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi’s office to
investigate the incidents.
The overall situation in Basra remains unchanged with the majority of hostile incidents confined to Basra City and
the districts of Medina and Hartha to the north, these related to a typical pattern of social violence, personal dispute
and criminal activity. The socioeconomic issues of Basra’s failing infrastructure, dissatisfaction with employment
opportunities and electricity provision (Medina) continue to fuel the protest action. However, this period a marked
reduction in both number of events and those attending were witnessed. For the first time this year – action solely
relating to the lack of electricity provision (Medina currently receiving an output of two hours on and four off elsewhere it is four on and two off) was witnessed. Again, this was peaceful; however, action in Medina has been
the catalyst for violence over the preceding four years, the so-far non-violent nature of most protests will remain
dependent on the measured and appropriate responses by security force personnel. The Iraqi government is doing
its best to address the issues from last year – water quality and scarcity too - prior to the end of Ramadan and Eid,
it however, remains to be seen whether they have done enough. In the short to medium term these issues are
likely to drive further civil action – some of the events could end in violence as tempers and alliances are tested.
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ACRONYM LIST
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest
AKA - Also Known As
AO - Area of Operations
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED
AQ - Al-Qaeda
AT - Anti-Tank
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED
BBIED - Body Borne IED
Bde - Brigade
Bn - Battalion
BXP - Border Crossing Point
CET - Convoy Escort Team
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens
CoP - Chief of Police
CP - Check Point
C-PERS - Captured Personnel
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems)
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack
DBS - Drive by Shooting
Div - Division
DoD - Department of Defense
DoS - Department of State
DoS - US Department of State
ECP - Entry Control Point
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad)
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War
FoM - Freedom of Movement
GoI - Government of Iraq
HCN - Host Country National
HG - Hand Grenade
HME - Home Made Explosive
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun
HVT - High Value Target
IC - International Community
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars)
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission
IED - Improvised Explosive Device
IM - International Military
IOC - International Oil Company
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher
IS - Islamic State
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point
IVO - In Vicinity Of
IZ - International Zone
KIA - Killed in Action
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED)
MIA - Missing in Action
MoD - Ministry of Defense
MoF - Ministry of Finance
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education
MoI - Ministry of Interior
MoJ - Ministry of Justice
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MoO - Ministry of Oil
MoT - Ministry of Transportation
MSR - Main Supply Route
NFDK - No Further Details Known
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity)
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report
OCG - Organized Crime Group
OPF - Oil Protection Force
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN
Term)
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF)
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF)
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire
PSC - Private Security Company
PSD - Private Security Detail
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade
RTA - Road Traffic Accident
SAF - Small Arms Fire
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE
SF - Special Forces
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest
TCN - Third Country National
TCP - Traffic Control Point
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint
WIA - Wounded in Action
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and
our clients in their decision-making.
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily,
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for,
manage, and respond to risks.
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972)
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com

GARDAWORLD
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions.
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives,
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their
business.
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com
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