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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Current US-Iran tensions, compounded by downing of a US drone by Iran on Jun 20 and the US assessment 

that Iran was responsible for the June 13, 2019 attacks on shipping in the Gulf of Oman, have led to the 

heightened possibility of attacks against US interests in Iraq.  A rocket attack targeting the International Zone 

on May 19, 2019, and the Rumaila oilfield and Burjisiya in Basra province on Jun 18 and 19, 2019 respectively 

was most likely carried out by rogue militia factions with ties to Iran and is consistent with standing patterns of 

Shia militia activity in Baghdad and the southern region at times of heightened political tensions.  Rocket attacks 

against the IZ are not unprecedented however the threat of further attacks from Iran-aligned militia elements, 

including kidnap and rocket attacks, is assessed as credible in the event of further escalation.  

 

▪ Political tensions remain high in the southern regions and sporadic protests continue to take place in Basra and 

other provinces in the south.  Protest activity, driven mainly by financial grievances and calls for improvements 

in essential services have continued in 2019, but not to the same level as 2018’s “summer of discontent” when 

widespread violence materialized throughout the southern region.  However, as the weather continues to heat 

up, protest activity, as expected, is increasing in the south and with the summer months now beginning, there 

are fears that if the electricity supply does not see considerable improvements protests are likely to grow in 

number, similar to last year, with the possible ensuing violence representing the first major test of Prime Minister 

Mahdi. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest attack in 

Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and a second possible SVEST attack in Baladiyat, eastern Baghdad city on June 

21, 2019 also underlines the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate 

operations.  Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the attack is not assessed to change the security 

situation in the capital which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attack demonstrates that IS 

continues to have the capability and intent to launch attacks of this nature within the City.  

 

▪ Following weeks of speculation with regards to the longer-term status of the International Zone (IZ) that was 

partially opened to the public in December 2018, on June 04, 2019 the IZ was fully opened to the public on a 

24/7 basis.  The move is seen as part of an attempt by the government to head off criticism that security is 

starting to deteriorate in the country, amidst reports of increased attacks in northern Iraq and fires in rural 

farmlands. Regardless, the move marks an important moment that symbolizes the increased stability that has 

been felt in the capital over the last two years.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

US military drone shot down by Iranian missile  
The US has confirmed that Iran has shot down one of its UAVs (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) but refutes the Iranian 

Revolutionary Guard's (IRGC) claims it was in Iranian airspace over their southern coastal city of Hormozgan.  A 

US official said the drone in question was a US Navy MQ-4C Triton.  

Iraqi PM urges security officials to prevent attacks 
Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has urged security officials to take the necessary measures to prevent 

attacks in the country after several mortars and rockets targeted vital areas in past months. “The prime minister 

has instructed security and military commanders to exert more effort to track down those who are behind the 

attacks,” Abdul Mahdi’s office stated.   

Al-Sadr says PM Mahdi must form government within 10 days or face mass protests 
On Jun 17, Muqtada al-Sadr issued a letter setting a ten-day deadline for Prime Minister Adil Abdul Mahdi to form 

a complete cabinet. Sadr reportedly urged political blocs to pressure the Prime Minister to finalise government 

formation by appointing Ministers of Defence and Interior warning his supporters would take a “new stance” if they 

failed to do so.  Later this week, a parliament member of Sairoun party, speaking anonymously told press that the 

cleric will call for mass ‘sit-in’ protests in Tahrir Square, in Rusafah district, Baghdad if the government does not 

meet Sadr’s 10-day deadline to complete the ministerial cabinet.  The party member said that Sadr intends the 

end of the 10-day deadline to be ‘the final stage’ of Prime Minister Mahdi, who will then be ‘pushed’ to resign.   

Iraq's electoral commission postpones local elections until April 2020 
Iraq’s Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) announced on Jun 17 that provincial elections will be held 

across the country on April 20, 2020, the second time the date has been changed this year. 

 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate High 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political  
 

Al-Sadr calls for action over Iraq’s electricity supply; Mahdi must form government within 10 days 

Moqtada al-Sadr has called for “cutting off the hands of militias and [political] parties controlling power plants” 

following recent power cuts in the country according to press reporting.  Sadr, in a Twitter statement published on 

June 16, said it “has become certain” that the government is unable “to reform or enhance the electricity” system.  

He said officials, especially those living in Baghdad’s International Zone, should have their power cut off and it 

should be redirected to hospitals and schools.   He also said that he wants Iraq’s electricity system to remain 

“national” and away from “outsiders’ hands”.  Sadr also suggested the formation of an investigation committee to 

probe the “widespread corruption in the electricity sector and ministry”.   

 

Moqtada al-Sadr threatens mass protest if 10-day deadline to form government not met 

According to a single source uncorroborated report, a parliament member of Sairoun party, speaking anonymously 

told press that the cleric will call for mass ‘sit-in’ protests in Tahrir Square, in Rusafah district, Baghdad if the 

government does not meet Sadr’s 10-day deadline to complete the ministerial cabinet and fill the posts of Defence 

and Interior Ministers with independent, technocratic figures.  The party member said that Sadr intends the end of 

the 10-day deadline to be ‘the final stage’ of Prime Minister Mahdi, who will then be ‘pushed’ to resign.   

 

Iraqi leaders ‘to fill vacant cabinet seats in two weeks’ 

Iraqi President Barham Saleh has agreed with Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi and Speaker Mohammed al-

Halbousi to fill all vacant cabinet seats within two weeks.  During a meeting in Baghdad, which was attended by 

heads of parliamentary blocs, they also agreed that the government will give priority to the services offered to 

citizens, with a special focus on electricity ahead of the summer.  Heads of parliamentary blocs also pledged not 

to ask Abdul Mahdi for their quotas in the cabinet, giving him the freedom to choose whoever he sees as suitable 

for the post, press reported on 18 June 18.  The attendees agreed to support the state’s institutions to uproot 

terrorism and rid the country of corruption. 

 

Iraq's electoral commission postpones local elections until April 2020 
Iraq’s Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) announced on Jun 17 that provincial elections will be held 

across the country on April 20, 2020, the second time the date has been changed this year. They were originally 

set to take place on Dec. 22, 2018, but IHEC announced in January that they would be postponed until November 

2019, five months before the new date just announced. “The election has been delayed for two years now,” 

commission member Hazim Redini told press. Rizgar Haji-Hama, deputy commission head, said ”IHEC requested 

that the Iraqi Parliament, the Council of Ministers, and the president to approve the new date for the provincial 

council's elections.” “If the law amendment for the provincial election is approved before July 1, we will need 200 

days to finish all preparations”. 

 
New Sunni bloc holds meeting to appoint leader 

The new ‘Iraqi Forces Coalition’ political bloc reportedly held a meeting on June 15, at which it appointed Speaker 

Mohammad al-Halbousi as its leader, and MP Falah Zaidan as the head of its Parliamentary bloc.  

 

Al Hikma to become opposition in government 

The Iraqi Hikma Party, led by Ammar al-Hakim, announced on Jun 16 that it has decided to sit in opposition in the 

next government.  The announcement was made after an internal party meeting, and in a statement said that they 

had assessed the current overall situation of the political process in Iraq, and, when taking into account the poor 

public services in the country, had decided to join the opposition in the new government.  All members were 

unanimous in supporting the decision and criticized the current performance of the government 
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Security 
 

US military drone shot down by Iranian missile  

The US has confirmed that Iran has shot down one of its UAVs (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) but refutes the Iranian 

Revolutionary Guard's (IRGC) claims it was in Iranian airspace over their southern coastal city of Hormozgan.  A 

US official said the drone in question was a US Navy MQ-4C Triton.   

 

Iran says it will exceed allowed quantity of low-enriched uranium  

Iran will exceed the amount of low-enriched uranium it is allowed to keep under the nuclear deal in 10 days, state 

TV has said.  Behrouz Kamalvandi, a spokesman for Iran's nuclear agency, announced that Tehran would increase 

the amount of enriched uranium to one which is "based on the country's needs" saying "We have quadrupled the 

rate of enrichment and even increased it more recently, so that in 10 days it will bypass the 300kg limit.".   

 

Iraq bans foreign forces from using its territory against others 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has banned, on his capacity as the General Chief of the Armed Forces, any 

foreign force or country from using Iraqi territory in any operation against any other country without the 

government’s permission. The decision came in a four-point statement published on the official website of Abdul 

Mahdi’s media office on Jun 18.  “Any foreign force is banned from operating or moving on the Iraqi territory without 

a permit, agreement and control of the Iraqi government,” the statement said.  The second point bans “any state 

from the region or outside to be present on Iraqi territory or to practice activities against any other side, whether a 

neighbouring country or any other foreign presence inside Iraq without agreement with the Iraqi government”.  The 

prime minister also banned the “formation of any armed Iraqi or non-Iraqi force outside the Iraqi Armed Forces 

framework or the command and supervision of the general chief of the Armed Forces”.  He banned as well “any 

armed force operative within the Iraqi armed forces framework and under the general chief of the armed forces 

from moving, or having operations, warehouses or industries not managed and controlled by the Iraqi armed forces 

or under the supervision of the general chief [of the armed forces]”.   

 

Iraqi PM urges security officials to prevent attacks 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has urged security officials to take the necessary measures to prevent 

attacks in the country after several mortars and rockets targeted vital areas in past months. “The prime minister 

has instructed security and military commanders to exert more effort to track down those who are behind the 

attacks,” Abdul Mahdi’s office stated.  Two Katyusha rocket attacks targeted on 19 June an Iraqi military base in 

Mosul city in Nineveh Province and foreign oil companies in Basra province.  Three mortar shells targeted on June 

14 in Balad air base, 40 miles north of Baghdad, where US trainers are present, leaving no casualties.  A Katyusha 

rocket landed within the fortified Green Zone in the Iraqi capital Baghdad on May 19.  On Feb 02, 2019, Iraqi forces 

said they thwarted a planned attack with three Grad missiles targeting Ain al-Assad air base, which houses US 

troops and is located in western Anbar Province, just minutes before the launch. 

Economy 
 
Iraq conducts final review of Iraq / Jordan oil pipeline 

The Iraqi Ambassador to Jordan, Safia Suhail, has stated that Iraq is conducting a final review of the planned 

pipeline which is to run from Basra to the city of Aqaba in Jordan.  The ambassador said that the route of the 

proposed pipeline has been changed several times due to the security situation in Iraq but said that the construction 

of the pipeline will now go ahead.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

With the Turkish military’s recently launched Operation Claw continuing to target Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) 

in northern areas of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI), local officials warn several villages may need to be 

evacuated in order to protect civilians. Earlier this month three civilians were injured after Turkish airstrikes targeted 

the Sidekan area in Erbil province. Ehsan Chalabi, head of the Sidekan administration reports more than twenty 

villages are now at risk from similar action and local residents could be forced to abandon their homes and farms 

at any point. Chalabi blamed both Turkey and the PKK for the situation accusing them of using Kurdistan for their 

“military confrontations” and noting the PKK’s use of villagers as “human shields.” According to the latest figures 

published by the Turkish military, 51 PKK fighters have been killed since Operation Claw started in late May.  

Turkish targets this week have included the Mount Qandil area of Erbil province, villages in the mountainous 

subdistrict of Sangasar in the Pishdar district of Sulaymaniyah Province and the village of Kesta in the Amedi 

district of Duhok Province. 

 

In Nineveh province during the reporting period, late on Jun 18, at least one Katyusha rocket was fired into the 

joint US-Iraqi base at the presidential palace complex in Mosul.  A source told press the rocket was “locally made", 

and was fired from West Mosul, across the Tigris river.  A separate source stated that two rockets had been fired 

during the incident. Commander of Nineveh's Operations Command, Nouman al-Zobaie, said in a statement that 
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a rocket was fired from the edge of the western side of Mosul and landed on an empty area far away from one of 

the security headquarters in the eastern side of the city, without causing casualties.  Al-Zobaie said ISF found the 

rocket launcher in the western side of the city.  Press reporting on Jun 15 stated that Asaib Ahl al-Haq (AAH) and 

the (Kata'ib) Hezbollah Brigades had assumed full control of Tal Afar district in Nineveh province. The Qatari 

London-based al-Araby al-Jadeed newspaper quoted a local source as saying that "Asaib Ahl al-Haq and Iraqi 

Hezbollah now completely control Tal Afar after turning it into a major military camp for their forces, preventing 

residents of the villages from return to their areas due to the fact that the PMUs are using their houses as weapons 

and storage and detention facilities.  Separately, it was reported that the Italian company, Trevi has now handed 

over responsibility for the maintenance of the Mosul Dam back to the Iraqi Ministry of Water Resources.  Trevi had 

been tasked with repairing and maintaining the Dam starting in 2016.  On May 17, the United Nations sent a field 

mission to the dam, saying that maintenance work would be completed by July 2019.  Finally, at least 500 houses 

were reportedly burned down during an agricultural fire in Giruzer sub-district south of Mount Sinjar on Jun 19.   

 

In Kirkuk, seven IS militants were reportedly killed in a US-led coalition airstrike on a militant hideout between Abu 

Shakra and al-Najatiyah villages in Hawijah district on Jun 16, and a Coalition airstrike in Hawijah District killed 

seven IS members and four IS shelters were destroyed in an operation in Dibis district, north of Kirkuk.  Separately, 

it was also reported that the former governor of Kirkuk, Najmaddin Kareem, has returned to the Kurdistan Region 

after spending 26 days in detention in Lebanon.  Kareem, who was governor from 2011 to 2017, was reportedly 

detained in Lebanon following an Iraqi government request to Interpol over alleged misappropriation of public 

property during his time in office. Kareem, who is a Kurd, arrived in Erbil on the evening of June 15 before meeting 

Kurdistan Region President Nechirvan Barzani on June 16. It published a video of the meeting but provided no 

further details.  Kirkuk Now quoted an unnamed "informed" source as saying that Kareem's case "is about to be 

resolved".  Finally, it was also reported that an Iraqi Court has reportedly issued an arrest warrant for the acting 

Governor of Kirkuk, Rakan Saeed al-Jabouri, relating to investigations into corruption and the misuse of public 

funds. There has been no official confirmation, and the claim could well be politically motivated – with reports so 

far airing only on media outlets aligned with those Kurdish parties which have long sought to undermine him. 

Jabouri (a Sunni) has faced strong opposition from Kurdish factions during his time in office, particularly over 

claims of ‘Arabization’ efforts in Kirkuk and a general sectarian bias in policy and hiring. 

 

In Salah-al-Din, Federal Police reportedly found a launch pad and a missile on the Baghdad-Samarra motorway 

(Route Tampa North) on Jun 15.  The police force removed the pad and the missile from the scene without injuries.  

This followed the IDF attack on Balad Airbase, which houses a small number of US Army training staff on Jun 14, 

which caused no damage but lit a number of small fires in bushes. It was also reported that the PMU’s 313th Bde 

(Sadrist Peace Brigades) reportedly thwarted an IS infiltration attempt, involving six boats, into the Medarrat area 

in Samarra district adjacent to the boundaries of eastern Anbar.  The insurgents were forced to flee following fierce 

clashes.  The PMU’s 6th Bde (Kata'ib Jund al-Imam / Imam's Soldiers' Battalions) seized several rockets found 

during a search operation in the al-Mahzam area, north of Tikrit and a  member of the PMU’s 52nd Brigade was 

killed, and two others wounded when a roadside IED detonated on the Tuz Khurmatu to Tikrit MSR on the morning 

of Jun 21.   

 

Finally in Diyala, a suicide bomber wearing an SVEST threw a grenade at people gathered near a popular casino 

next to the Alund river in Khanaqin district on the night of Jun 20, wounding four people and killing himself.  The 

insurgent did not manage to detonate his SVEST in the attack according to reports.  ISF supported by Iraqi Army 

helicopters commenced a three-pronged anti-IS security operation in the Hamrin Basin, 80 km north east of 

Baqubah, and two civilians were wounded when a suspected legacy IED detonated in an agricultural area while 

trying to contain a fire that started in a farm in the al-Sa'dah area, 10 km north east of Baqubah.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

In Anbar province this week, a roadside IED detonated in Qaim District, wounding four ISF members and damaging 

one vehicle and the 7th IA infantry Division supported by helicopters started a large-scale anti-IS security operation 

in the Kubaisah sub-district in Hit and the al-Hussainiyat region in Rutbah.  An IED detonated in the Amiriyah 

district of Fallujah with no casualties reported, and another IED detonated on ISF in the Jafa area, also in Fallujah 

wounding one ISF member.  Three Coalition airstrikes were also recorded this week, two in the Wadi Gasiba area, 

and one in Rutbah District, destroying several IS locations, and Anbar Operations Command announced that 3 x 

IS militants had been killed during a search operation in the western desert area of the province on Jun 21. The 

Iraqi Army’s 13th and 18th Brigades launched the operation in the Qaim and Akashat areas respectively. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

The reporting period was dominated by a possible SVEST attack took place outside the Shia Imam al-

Muntadhar Hussainiya (Mosque) in the Baladiyat neighbourhood of New Baghdad district, eastern Baghdad 

city.  The attacker had attempted to gain entry into the Mosque but was prevented from doing so by security 

guards and detonated himself outside the front of the building.  At least ten people were killed and more than 

30 injured. The incident comes following a similar SVEST attack in Khanaqin, Diyala province on the night of 

20 June 2019 although the SVEST attacker in this incident failed to detonate his belt, instead using a grenade 

to injure a number of civilians.  The Baladiyat attack has the hallmarks of Islamic State modus operandi, 

however some reporting has quoted security officials saying that the attack was a result of an ongoing dispute 

over the Husseiniyah’s ownership. This remains uncorroborated and unconfirmed.  The remainder of incidents 

in Baghdad city this week, have conformed to regional norms, with multiple criminally motivated grenade and 

SAF attacks, predominantly in the northern and eastern districts of the city. 

 

In the wider Baghdad belts, the reporting period was dominated by the rocket attack on Camp Taji, about 17 

miles north of Baghdad on Jun 17.  Three 107mm Katushya rockets hit the installation used by Iraqi troops 

but also where American trainers are also present.  There were no reported n casualties.  Meanwhile, Iraqi 

security forces announced the launch of an operation in Tarmiyah that commenced on Jun 16 and would 

reportedly include a ‘special missions’ platoon from the 9th Armoured Division in order to root out IS cells in 

the area.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

In Babel this week, a mortar round reportedly landed near a medical centre in the village of Abu Luka in 

Iskandariyah sub-district, Musayyib, causing material damage but no casualties.  A second round was also fired 

shortly afterwards but failed to detonate.  Belated reporting also states that two PMU members were wounded 

when a road-side IED detonated against their vehicle whilst transiting the Bhabhan area of Jurf al-Sakhar sub-

district, north of Hillah on Jun 15.  In addition, a UXO (tank projectile) reportedly detonated in Jurf al-Sakhar sub-

district, north of Hillah, without causing casualties and on the afternoon Jun 19, 3 x 107mm Katyusha rockets 

landed near a PMU checkpoint in Jurf al-Sakhar sub-district, north of Hillah, again, without causing casualties.   

 

In Wasit, approximately 200 civilians in Suwayra District demonstrated for better public services and approximately 

60 Sadrists demonstrated in Kut District in remembrance of the Speicher Massacre victims.   

 
Multiple demonstrations were recorded in Dhi Qar province this week, with areas affected including the Al-'Amairah 

area, Suq al Shuyukh District, Al Habubi Square in central Nasiriyah, and Said Dakhil Sub district.  In Diwaniyah 

province, approximately 100 Sadrists demonstrated in the city centre in remembrance of the Camp Speicher and  

40 civilians demonstrated at al-Tarbiah Square for the same reason.  Approximately 800 x PMU members held a 

parade in the Al-Abasyah area to commemorate the anniversary of the Fatwa to fight IS.  In Maysan, an armed 

dispute between two tribes in the Jilat Border area resulted in two civilians being wounded. ISF arrested 33 

individuals involved in the dispute.   
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Events in Basra changed dramatically on the night of Jun 18 and the morning of Jun 19.  Two IDF events were 

recorded targeting oil and gas facilities. The first at 2345hrs on Jun 18 conducted to the west of North Rumaila 

near Contractors Row, was initially ‘covered up’ by elements within the security forces. The attack utilised a 107mm 

Katyusha rocket which proved ineffective, detonating some 400m south of any of the contractor camps. The 

second attack was conducted at 0350hrs on the Jun 19 when two to three mortar rounds detonated near the Iraqi 

Drilling Company (IDC) HQ in Burjisiya.  The blasts injured two Iraqi Nationals who had been sleeping in a rest 

building. Both attacks were believed to have been targeting US Companies involved in oil and gas production, with 

the attacks leading one company to immediately evacuate its staff.  The perpetrators were assessed as pro-Iranian 

militia, operating without direct sanctioning from Tehran with the probable desired effect to degrade morale and 

send a statement to Washington. 

 

Meanwhile, protest action in relation to basic service provision, employment (opportunities and contracts) and 

perceived government failures continued in Basra this week – in most cases increasing in frequency and size. The 

regularity of the action now highlights the growing disharmony in relation to these issues. The demonstrations 

gained momentum after Muqtada Al-Sadr called for mass action on Jun 21 during which 3,500 to 4,000 people  

attended. A protest on Jun 20 occurring exactly 12 months after an event last year, and planned to be held as an 

‘anniversary’, saw the numbers attending, although less than organisers had hoped; the lack of people at this 

event likely down to the heat, Basrawi apathy and a counter social media post from security force intelligence units 

in Basra – informing the leaders that they would be held accountable if any of the events organised required 

security force intervention, damaged property or hindered O&G operations. Although there is no indication of any 

hostile intent, further localised disruptions in the vicinity of protest sites may occur. The likelihood of related 

demonstrations at other commercial sites is also moderately elevated in the short term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

22 June 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [14] 
                       garda.com 

 

ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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