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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Current US-Iran tensions, compounded by the US enforcing more sanctions on the Iranian government, the 

downing of a US drone by Iran on Jun 20 and the US assessment that Iran was responsible for the June 13, 

2019 attacks on shipping in the Gulf of Oman, have all led to the heightened possibility of attacks against US 

interests in Iraq.  A rocket attack targeting the International Zone on May 19, 2019, and the Rumaila oilfield and 

Burjisiya in Basra province on Jun 18 and 19, 2019 respectively was most likely carried out by rogue militia 

factions with ties to Iran and is consistent with standing patterns of Shia militia activity in Baghdad and the 

southern region at times of heightened political tensions.  Rocket attacks against the IZ are not unprecedented 

however the threat of further attacks from Iran-aligned militia elements, including kidnap and rocket attacks, is 

assessed as credible in the event of further escalation.  

 

▪ Political tensions remain high in the southern regions and sporadic protests continue to take place in Basra and 

other provinces in the south.  Protest activity, driven mainly by financial grievances and calls for improvements 

in essential services have continued in 2019, but not to the same level as 2018’s “summer of discontent” when 

widespread violence materialized throughout the southern region.  However, as the weather continues to heat 

up, protest activity, as expected, is increasing in the south and with the summer months now beginning, there 

are fears that if the electricity supply does not see considerable improvements protests are likely to grow in 

number, similar to last year, with the possible ensuing violence representing the first major test of Prime Minister 

Mahdi. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the possible IS-claimed SVEST attack on a Mosque in eastern 

Baghdad on Jun 21 underlines the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to 

escalate operations.  Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the 

security situation in the capital which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that 

IS continues to have the capability and intent to launch operations of this nature within the City.  

 

▪ Following weeks of speculation with regards to the longer-term status of the International Zone (IZ) that was 

partially opened to the public in December 2018, on June 04, 2019 the IZ was fully opened to the public on a 

24/7 basis.  The move is seen as part of an attempt by the government to head off criticism that security is 

starting to deteriorate in the country, amidst reports of increased attacks in northern Iraq and fires in rural 

farmlands. Regardless, the move marks an important moment that symbolizes the increased stability that has 

been felt in the capital over the last two years.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 

US aims for military coalition in the Strait of Hormuz 

The United States is working to create a military coalition to protect shipping routes in the Strait of Hormuz and 

Yemen as a means to keeping the Strait and shipping lanes open amid worsening relations with Iran and the 

recent attacks on oil tankers. The US is proposing a coalition of allies to provide patrolling capabilities in the sea 

that sits between the Horn of Africa and the Arabian Peninsula.  

Iran-backed militias will not be absorbed into the military, claims Iranian MoFA 
Iran-backed militias will not be absorbed into the military as demanded by the Prime Minister's decree, according 

to the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA). A spokesperson for the ministry, Abbas Mousavi, has stated that 

the decree is more to do with re-organising some of the Popular Mobilisation Forces and is not a catch-all 

integration of the factions into the military.  

Iraq fears Strait of Hormuz tensions could affect oil exports 
Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has expressed his concern that any potential disruption to the shipping passages 

in the Strait of Hormuz would have a detrimental impact on Iraq’s economy. He observed that Iraq has too few 

export outlets for its oil. The government has been directed by the PM’s office to study alternative options in light 

of the current geopolitical tensions.  

Kirkuk Governor’s nomination agreed after prolonged discussions 
An agreement has been made between the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 

(PUK) to jointly announce their nomination for the post of Governor for Kirkuk. The previous disagreement between 

the two parties had prolonged the decision on the nominee and had subsequently delayed the attempts to form a 

regional government for a number of months.  

Iraq claims Operation ‘Will of Victory’ now concluded 
The Iraqi military has now finished the operation that was designed to hunt out IS sleeper cells and disrupt the 

movement of fighters and equipment across the north and western areas in Iraq. The operation had coincided with 

the third anniversary celebrating the liberation of the northern city of Mosul on July 2017.  
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THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political  
 

Iraqi Parliament calls for removal of PKK from Sinjar 

The Iraqi parliament is requesting that the government to expel the Kurdistan Workers Party from Sinjar. The 

predominantly Yezidi town and surrounding areas are currently controlled by both PKK and PMF units; and have 

been since the Peshmerga forces were moved out of the region by the PMF in 2017. The head of the local council 

in Sinjar has also called upon the federal government to help expel the PKK, as their presence may hinder the 

return of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) to Sinjar.   

 

Iran-backed militias will not be absorbed into the military, claims Iranian MoFA 

Iran-backed militias will not be absorbed into the military as demanded by the Prime Minister's decree, according 

to the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA). A spokesperson for the ministry, Abbas Mousavi, has stated that 

the decree is more to do with re-organising some of the Popular Mobilisation Forces and is not a catch-all 

integration of the factions into the military. He also said that only Iraq has the authorisation to make any changes 

to the decision.  

 

Muqtada al-Sadr yet to withdraw Peace Companies from Samarra in response to PM’s decree 

Al-Sadr's Saraya al-Salam has yet to disband despite al-Sadr's early promise to dissolve the units. This comes as 

the majority of his forces are providing security in the city of Samarra and the withdrawal of those forces in an 

abrupt manner will likely cause a security vacuum. Despite closing most of the offices across the country that 

belong to the Peace Companies, this still does not equal disbandment although the official deadline is not until 

July 31.   

 

Iraq fears Strait of Hormuz tensions could affect oil exports 

Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has expressed his concern that any potential disruption to the shipping lanes in 

the Strait of Hormuz would have a detrimental impact on Iraq’s economy. He observed that Iraq has too few export 

outlets for its oil. The government has been directed to study alternative options in light of the current geopolitical 

tensions. The PM has authorised the Ministry of Oil to move forward on projects to protect the future of Iraq's oil 

exports. One plan being considered was a pipeline from Basra up to Jordan's Aqaba port. However, this was 

deemed unworkable due to the ongoing conflict with IS, who would likely attack the pipeline, as they have with oil 

and gas infrastructure in other parts of the country.’   

 

Kirkuk Governor’s nomination agreed after prolonged discussions 

An agreement has been made between the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 

(PUK) to jointly announce their agreement on a candidate for the post of Governor for Kirkuk. The previous 

disagreement between the two parties had prolonged the decision for the nominee and had subsequently delayed 

the attempts to form a regional government for several months. The representatives of both parties met in 

Sulaymaniyah and made the joint announcement from there. Both parties have now officially submitted Tayyip 

Jabar as their nomination for the Kirkuk Governor’s position under the Kurdish Brayati List to Kirkuk’s Provincial 

Council, where a further vote is to be held on the nomination.   

 

Iran-aligned factions call for closure of the US embassy after spying row 

Tension between the Iran-backed militias and the US have continued throughout the week against a backdrop of 

claims of US spying. Kata’ib Hezbollah (KH) previously issued a statement where it had accused the US embassy 

of spying on Iraq and called on the Iraqi government to close the embassy down and remove the US and its forces 

from Iraq. KH condemned the “sabotage, spying and collusive role with the Zionist entity against Iraq and its 

national jihadist forces”, a reference to the recent claim that the CIA had been in communication with the Anbar 

military operations commander to request the locations of the PMF’s camps in Anbar province, so that Israel can 

bomb these sites.   
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Security 
 

The US aims for a military coalition in the Strait of Hormuz 

The United States is working to create a military coalition to protect shipping routes in the Strait of Hormuz and 

Yemen as a means of keeping the Strait and shipping lanes open amid worsening tensions with Iran and the recent 

attacks on oil tankers. The US is proposing a coalition of various countries' military providing patrolling capabilities 

in the sea that sits between the Horn of Africa and the Arabian Peninsula. Patrolling vessels would cover the sea 

in the Gulf area as well. With a fifth of the world's oil reportedly passing through the region, it is imperative that the 

international shipping lanes continue to be open and vessels can transit through unimpeded.  Tensions have 

increased in recent weeks due to the shooting down of a US drone, the attacks on two oil vessels as well the UK 

assisting Gibraltar in seizing an Iranian-owned oil tanker.  

 

UK deploys second warship to the Gulf 

The UK has decided to deploy a warship to the Gulf, due to heightened tensions with Iran. The warship, HMS 

Duncan, is currently on duty travelling through European waters and will join the UK’s other warship shortly.  This 

development has come about after the UK sent a unit of Royal Marines to assist the Gibraltar authorities to seize 

an Iranian-owned oil tanker that was allegedly transporting oil to Syria, in breach of EU sanctions. Iran has called 

for retaliatory action, and on July 10 several small IRGC patrol boats approached a British vessel in the Strait of 

Hormuz but were subsequently warned off by the British warship, HMS Montrose.   

 

Iraq claims Operation ‘Will of Victory’ now concluded 

The Iraqi military has now finished the operation that was designed to hunt out IS sleeper cells and disrupt the 

movement of fighters and equipment across the north and western areas in Iraq. The operation had coincided with 

the third anniversary celebrating the liberation of the northern city of Mosul on July 2017. The ISF and its partners 

went on to take back territory from IS that the militant group had previously taken over. High-ranking politicians 

have called on the Iraqi government to take advantage of this situation by putting together an extensive strategy 

to maintain victory. Some politicians noted the need to maintain momentum and that the Iraqi-Syria border should 

remain an area that is monitored, due to the number of IS fighters that have fled via the border crossings.   

 

Economy 
 

Iraq and World Bank signs loan deal for power sector 

The World Bank is to lend $200 million to Iraq for the country to improve its electricity grid in order to meet current 

and future demands.  The deal, signed by the Iraqi Finance Minister Fuad Hussein and World Bank representative 

Yara Salim, will provide the funds to upgrade the grid, in turn providing a consistent supply to the southern regions 

of the country. Iraq plans to begin work on the project within the next five years.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

 

During the course of the reporting period, Turkish fighter jets killed two PKK members in northern Iraq, according 

to claims made by the Turkish National Defense Ministry said on July 6.  Making the announcement on Twitter, 

the ministry said the targets were “neutralized” in the Zap region of northern Iraq.  The airstrikes allegedly destroyed 

arms depots used the PKK, according to the ministry. 

 

Turkish fighter jets targeted the border areas of Kurdistan Region in Sulaymaniyah province, allegedly targeting 

the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK).  The airstrikes were focused on the mountainous areas of Pishdar, near 

Qaladize and Raiyah, as reported by the news agency Kurdistan 24.  This was the first airstrike after Turkish jets 

killed three civilians and injured five others near Sangasar area of Sulaymaniyah province during the previous 

week.  No further details have been released concerning the Turkish airstrike.  
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The Turkish military and intelligence units last week targeted a senior leader of the PKK. Mohammed Gharib was 

killed in an airstrike, according to both Kurdish and Turkish officials. He was also a member of the executive 

committee of the KCK; the PKK’s political faction. He was reportedly killed alongside two others in the Qandil 

mountains region.  On July 10, the Turkish Ministry of National Defense has reported that three PKK militants were 

killed in airstrikes conducted in Haftanin and Metina regions as part of the ongoing Operation Claw. 

 

In the Kurdistan region, Iranian artillery units shelled the border areas of Kurdistan Region on July 10 for the 

second day in a row.  The previous day the Iranian army heavily shelled a number of border villages, resulting in 

one person killed and two injured.  Local media sources indicated that the bombardment was focused on the area 

around Mount Halgord near Choman district of Erbil province.  The latest round of Iranian bombardments and use 

of drones on the Kurdish border comes after three IRGC members were killed in an attack the previous week.  

Tehran has blamed the Iranian Kurdish opposition groups, whilst the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) has 

expressed concern over the bombardment, calling on opposition groups to avoid using Kurdish territories to pose 

a threat to its neighbours, and on Iran to end the cross-border attacks. 

 

In the Kurdish region, a civilian was killed after the Iranian army fired several artillery shells at the Kurdistan 

Region’s border area on July 10.  Local media sources are stating that a girl had been killed and two of her brothers 

were wounded during the attack on the Bradost sub-district.  The same media outlet also reported that the Iranian 

army shelled the villages of Kudo, Alana and Gundzhor in Haji Omaran. No further details are known about the 

latter incident. 

 

On July 12 local media sources reported that several groups of people had gathered in the centre of Kirkuk to 

protest at the nominee for the Kirkuk Governor’s post. It is reported that the Arab community, supported by the 

United Arab Front in Kirkuk, are unhappy with the nomination.   

 

On July 11 in Dohuk, Turkish fighter jets continued to strike at PKK targets across northern Iraq. In the latest attack, 

15 PKK militants were killed in the Haftanin region as part of Operation Claw.  The airstrikes reportedly destroyed 

weapon caches and shelters used by the PKK. 

 

In Sulaimaniyah a taxi driver was charged with sexual harassment against a female passenger, a police 

spokesman has stated.  The victim filed a complaint, and a Sulaymaniyah court issued an arrest warrant for the 

man, after which the man was detained to appear in court.  The police force also arrested a group of people for 

drug dealing and forging official documents. The police did not reveal the specific documents that were being 

forged. In Sulaymaniyah, two brothers were reportedly killed in an argument between two related families that 

subsequently escalated into a shootout in the Sebngaw sub-district of Chamchamal.  The Asayish security service 

arrested a cameraman on July 9 for taking pictures during the funeral of the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) leader 

who was killed in airstrikes by Turkish airstrikes last week.  The cameraman attended the funeral of a PKK leader, 

Diyar Gharib, and that he had documented the event as a journalist over two days. The cameraman was arrested 

and jailed for a short time before being released. 

 

On July 7 Iraqi security forces launched an operation to hunt down IS militants in the areas bordering Syria; 

focusing on the provinces of Anbar and Nineveh. Iraqi soldiers and PMF units, supported by Coalition aircraft, 

sought out IS sleeper cells and weapons caches to stem the flow of militants and resources from entry points along 

the Syrian border towards the western and northern areas in Iraq, where there has been a gradual build-up of 

attacks.  Seven IS militants were arrested in a failed infiltration attempt into the Rashidiyah district, 10 km north of 

Mosul.  A US airstrike in Bayji district killed three ISIS members, no further details are known. Two IS caches 

containing multiple electronic devices were discovered at an unspecified location in Kirkuk province. 

 

In Nineveh province, Popular Mobilisation Forces announced the killing of two IS militants near the Lake of 

Sunaisala, south of Ba'aj. The operation was part of the ongoing ‘Will of Victory’ offensive designed to clear and 

secure the triangle desert region located between Nineveh, Salah-al-Din and Anbar. In a separate incident in the 
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Ba’aj area, Iraqi helicopters destroyed two vehicle-borne IEDs (VBIEDs).  Two Sunni tribesmen were wounded 

when a roadside IED detonated against their vehicle near the village of al-Dhiba in Ba'aj district.  Four high 

explosive devices hidden within a plastic container as well as two explosive vests were found and seized in the 

Mushada district in western Mosul city.   

 

In Nineveh province on July 10, Iraqi forces continued their advance for the second successive day as part of the 

operation ‘Will of Victory’.  Helicopter gunships targeted a vehicle in Nineveh province, killing three IS militants 

aboard, according to a statement released by the Joint Operations Command (JOC).  Hashd Shaabi units seized 

a vehicle used by IS militants in one of the valleys in Nineveh province, the statement said.  A member of the IS 

religious police ‘al-Hasbah’ was arrested in an operation in eastern Mosul, in possession of a fake ID card. It is 

also reported that the detained militant was involved in a motorcycle IED that detonated at a market in al-Dawasah 

in western Mosul during the holy month of Ramadan on May 18, which resulted in two people sustaining injuries.  

PMU forces reportedly killed several IS militants in a clash in the region of Sunisala Lake, south of Ba'aj.  Three 

terrorists were arrested in the village of Haj Ali in Qayyarah sub-district.   

 

On July 11, ISF troops backed by the army's helicopters, continued operations to clear the desert in the northern 

province of Nineveh and managed to kill four IS militants, subsequently destroying a vehicle and equipment.  Four 

ISF members were wounded when a roadside IED detonated in Baaj District.  An IED exploded in the Harouna 

area, causing material damage (NFDK). 

 

On July 12, a militant was arrested in the Hadba district in eastern Mosul city.  Iraqi intelligence announced on July 

10 that it had seized several IT servers that were used by IS for its propaganda operations in Mosul, Tal Afar and 

the rest of Nineveh province.  The Iraqi air force destroyed an excavator and a tunnel on the Iraqi-Syrian border, 

possibly in use for smuggling militants and equipment. Six suspected IS militants were arrested in al-Tisin district 

in eastern Mosul city.  Two ISF members were wounded when a roadside IED detonated in the Manaif area.  

Unknown individuals shot at PMF members in the Mawi area, killing one PMF member.  An IED detonated in the 

Boursa area, causing material damage. 

 

During July 13 in Nineveh province, the Directorate of Military Intelligence announced that they have arrested an 

IS financier in the sub-district of Qayyarah, subsequently charging him for terrorist offences.  A suspected IS judge 

disguised himself as a woman was arrested in the Qayyarah sub-district.   

 

In Kirkuk, US-led coalition airstrikes killed three IS militants in the Iraqi northern province of Kirkuk on Sunday. 

Acting on intelligence provided by the federal police in Kirkuk, the airstrike was conducted on an IS hideout in the 

area of Wadi Zghaytoun, south of Kirkuk.  The PMF reportedly killed two IS militants in a pre-emptive operation in 

Hawijah district, as the PMF unit had information indicating that the IS cell were reportedly planning to target 

security forces in Kirkuk province.  Two employees of the North Oil Company (NOC) were reportedly wounded 

when a gas pipeline exploded at an unspecified location in Kirkuk province (NFDK). 

 

On July 10, ISF EOD safely dismantled a rocket at an unspecified location in Daquq district. ISF indicated that the 

rocket was primed and set to be launched towards Kirkuk city.  In Kirkuk, a Coalition airstrike killed two ISIS 

members and destroyed one ISIS safe house in Hawijah District.  In Salah-al-Din, Iraqi forces continued their 

clearance in the province as part of the Will of Victory operation. They found a bomb-making workshop and a 

cache of ammunition (NFDK). 

 

On July 12 two people travelling on a motorcycle were killed when a roadside IED detonated near the Kubani 

bridge in Domiz district in the south of Kirkuk city. Local media reporting indicate that those killed were IS militants 

on their way to plant an IED.  Security reinforcements units from the PMU 52 Bde (Liwa al-Imam al-Hussein) - 

numbering approximately 200 fighters - were reportedly deployed in the areas located between the Parapara 

village and Helaiwah airport in Daquq district to enhance security.  Several Turkmen people reportedly 

demonstrated in the Tistin district in Kirkuk city to protest the demolition of 240 houses belonging to them.  Federal 
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police forces discovered an IS tunnel containing two hand grenades and three shotguns and military uniforms in 

an operation in Twaylah village in Riyadh sub-district.  Approximately 60 contractors demanding to be direct hires 

attended a demonstration in the Arafa area. A terrorist was arrested whilst hiding in a canal near a village in Riyadh 

sub-district.   

 

In Salah-al-Din, a PMU 14st Bde (Asa'ib Ahl al-Haq) EOD detachment safely dismantled a road-side IED in the 

Shehabi village of Yathrib sub-district.  On July 11, In Salah-al-Din, Iraqi forces continued their clearance in the 

province as part of the Will of Victory operation. They found a bomb-making workshop and a cache of ammunition 

(NFDK). 

 

During an operation in the Salah-al-Din province, ISF troops found four VBIED workshops and approximately 30 

Katyusha rockets as well as six artillery projectiles, mortar rounds and various rockets in several locations, a 

statement by the Joint Operations Command (JOC) said.  Three people, including a retired brigadier general, were 

reportedly killed and three others wounded when two coordinated IEDs planted by IS militants detonated near the 

water treatment plant in the village of Shatt al-Jidir in Shirqat district.   

 

In Diyala province, media reports on July 7 stated that a member of the PMU 110 Bde (Shia Feyli Kurds) was 

wounded in an exchange of small arms fire with suspected IS militants. The militants reportedly attacked a security 

outpost in the Janat Valley in the outskirts of Sadiyah sub-district. Two other members of the ISF wounded when 

an IED subsequently detonated against a security patrol rushed to the scene.  Security forces conducted an 

operation in the Buhriz sub-district, south of Baqubah, searching abandoned houses, orchards and dirt roads.  On 

July 5, ISF targeted an IS gathering in the Muatibijah region near the Salah-al-Din provincial boundaries by firing 

artillery shells into the target area; no further details are known on the outcome of the shelling.  Three ISF members 

were wounded in an IS attack on a security outpost in a village in Khan Bani Saad sub-district, south of Baqubah; 

the attack was later repelled by the security forces.  An IS military commander nicknamed ‘Abu Riyadh al-Askari’ 

was arrested in Balad Ruz district, east of Baqubah.  Two IS shelters containing multiple IEDs and mortar shells 

were seized in an operation in Buhriz sub-district, south of Baqubah.  One civilian was killed after a hand grenade 

detonated near his shop in Muqdadiyah District.  Several gunmen shot and wounded one civilian in Khanaqin 

district.  Several gunmen wounded one ISF member, and one civilian, at an ISF checkpoint in Muqdadiyah district.   

 

A member of a prominent anti-IS tribe, the al-Sumeit, was reported to have been killed in a small arms attack in 

the village of al-Mukheisah in Abu Saida sub-district.  Iraqi Security Forces started a large-scale search operation 

in the villages and agricultural areas of Kan'an sub-district, east of Baqubah, aimed at eliminating IS sleeper 

cells.  Two ISF members were wounded when a roadside IED detonated in Bani Saad sub-district.  Two farmers 

were injured when a road-side IED detonated on a tractor near the village of Umm al-Henta, in the outskirts of 

Jalawla, northeast of Baquba.  An agricultural fire reportedly broke out around the Naft Khana oilfield in Khanaqin 

district, 112 km north east of Baqubah. Firefighters arrived at the scene and managed to contain it without incident.   

 

On July 9, ISF carried out an anti-IS security operation in Balad Ruz district, east of Baqubah, although no further 

details were provided on the outcome of the operation.  ISF reported one counter terror arrest in central Baqubah.  

Six Coalition airstrikes in Diyala Province destroyed two IS locations.  On July 7, a civilian was wounded when a 

roadside IED detonated on his truck while transiting the Jalawla-Kalar main road. This incident also resulted in two 

policemen being wounded when suspected IS militants opened fire on their patrol as they rushed to the scene of 

the IED attack.   

 

An IS hideout containing quantities of weapons and explosives was discovered in the al-Sa'dah region, 12 km 

northeast of Baqubah.  A gunman shot and wounded one civilian in Mansuriyah subdistrict.  Four civilians were 

injured in a roadside IED detonation in Julula sub-district.  ISF started a large-scale anti-IS security operation in 

the al-Zour area in the outskirts of Jalawla sub-district.   
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On July 11 in Diyala province, ISF reportedly arrested three IS sleeper cells across the region.  A roadside IED 

detonated causing material damage in Khanaqin District.  A lawyer was allegedly assaulted by ISF members in 

the Wajihiyah sub-district, northeast of Baqubah, although there are few details to clarify the incident or why the 

alleged assault occurred.  Weapons and explosives were recovered from a cache in Muqdadiyah, northeast of 

Baqubah. One person was arrested concerning the find. 

 

One ISF member was reportedly killed when suspected IS militants opened fire at a security checkpoint in the 

Kurdish villages of Querulous in the outskirts of Mendali sub-district, approximately 90 km east of Baqubah.  A 

farmer was killed and another wounded during an argument that escalated into a shootout in the Dainiya basin 

area, 54 km east of Baqubah. The incident is thought to be related to a land ownership dispute.  A gunman shot 

and killed two civilians in Muqdadiyah District.   

 

On July 12, ISF units in the Hamrin area found several SVESTs, a number of car bombs and other material related 

to the preparation of explosive devices. No arrests were known to be made.  An Iraqi intelligence officer was 

wounded alongside three others by an explosive device on the outskirts of the Saadiyah district in the northeast 

of Diyala province. Iraqi police have arrested a criminal gang on suspicion of breaking into a number of houses 

across Diyala.  Local media sources state that the gang were convinced to visit a house and the police arrested 

then whilst lying in wait (NFDK).  One person was found dead on the outskirts of Mansuriyah, approximately 40 

km east of Baqubah. The police indicated that he was stabbed to death (NFDK). 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

On July 4, a PMF unit killed three members of IS cell in a security operation in the Houran Valley in Anbar province. 

Coalition aircraft carried out an airstrike on IS hideout in the vicinity of Sneislah Lake near the border with Syria; 

killing ten militants. 

 

On July 6, gunmen attacked a police checkpoint in Ameriyat al-Fallujah, near capital Baghdad, killing two 

policemen and injuring one other. Several ISIS members in the Halabsah area shot and wounded six ISF members. 

In Qaim, ISF troops destroyed an IS hideout and detonated three roadside bombs at a village in the area, 

meanwhile helicopters targeted a vehicle used by IS militants. 

 

In Fallujah, ISF arrested three suspects in connection with the SAF attack that targeted a security checkpoint in 

the Albu Houri area in central Ameriyat al-Fallujah sub-district on July 6 which resulted in three ISF members being 

wounded. On July 9 in Karma, a suspect was arrested in connection with multiple incidents of kidnap, ransom and 

extortion. The operation was carried out in the Karma district, whilst a second suspect was apprehended in Albu 

Tiba region of Ramadi district. Police found the suspect in possession of six PK sub-machine guns. 

 

In Rahhaliyah, 2 x hand grenades, 1 x night vision, 1 x cartridge of 7.62 mm ammunition and one motorcycle were 

seized in a search operation south of Ramadi. It is unknown if any arrests were made in connection to the find.  In 
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Rahhaliyah, an Iraqi airstrike destroyed and IS hideout north of Rawah, close to the provincial boundaries of 

Nineveh during the ongoing anti-IS offensive ‘Will of Victory’. In Hit, unidentified assailants detonated multiple IEDs 

at the house of an alleged IS-affiliated family in the Muhammadi sub-district in Hit although no casualties were 

reported. 

 

Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

 

On July 7, reports from local media sources indicated three individuals were arrested for being suspected of 

stealing approximately 900,000 IQD from a PMU member in al-Batawin area in Rusafa district.  The body of an 

unidentified male was found in the Abu Nawas Street area in Karada district (NFDK).  Three suspects including 

two women arrested in Karada district in possession of fake ID cards, which were likely to be used in fraudulent 

schemes.  An IED detonated in front of a civilian's house in the Shaab area, causing material damage.  Several 

gunmen in Sadr City shot and wounded one civilian; no motive was given.  Two gunmen in the Hay al-Batool 

area, shot and killed one civilian.  After a dispute, a gunman shot at a coffee shop in the Fadhiliyah area, killing 

one ISF member and wounding two civilians.  Protests in the areas of the Ministry of Oil in Zayouna; Tahrir 

Square and Sadr City are ongoing protests and have shown no signs of turning violent or increasing in size. An 

ISF member was shot by his brother during a dispute in the Alwiya area.  A hand grenade detonated and caused 

superficial damage to a house in the Baladiyat area.  Several gunmen shot and killed one civilian and wounded 

another in the Malaf area.  On the afternoon of July 4, several journalists gathered in the vicinity of Sadoon 
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Street in Rusafa district to protest the BaOC commander’s threatening remarks towards journalists who cover 

the protests in Basra province. 

 

An armed robbery targeted the home of a civilian in al-Amin area of New Baghdad district. The incident was one 

of three armed robberies reported on July 8.  A gunman shot and wounded one civilian in the Shaab area.  Two 

gunmen shot and killed one civilian in the Hay al-Kilani area.  An assailant shot and injured two people on Palestine 

street.  Around 60 injured soldiers held a protest demanding to be paid near the PM's office in the Alawi area. A 

municipal crew was reported to have been subjected to a SAF in Camp Sarah area of Karada district, no casualties 

were reported. Two suspects were subsequently arrested, and the incident is thought to be related to the ongoing 

campaign to remove illegal mobile shacks from marketing areas in Baghdad city. 

 

On July 8 five people were arrested in connection with a home burglary in Adhamiyah district.  A hand grenade 

detonated and caused material damage in front of an ISF barber shop in the Talbiyah area, no motive for the attack 

was given.  Several gunmen shot and killed one GoI member in the Sheikh Omar area.  A hand grenade detonated 

and caused material damage to a civilian's house in the Shula area.  An armed robbery targeted the home of a 

civilian in al-Basatin area of Adhamiyah district. 

 

July 11: Baghdad city a senior IS member was captured in the Iraqi capital Baghdad on July 9, according to the 

Security Media Cell.  Alongside the senior militant, who was the leader of Wilayat al-Falluja, another insurgent 

was also arrested by the Iraqi security forces in the capital city.  The ISF were led to a hideout by the arrested 

IS leader,  where containers of Ammonium Nitrates had been stored.  Five suspects were arrested for breaking 

into a civilian's house and stealing money, two handguns and gold jewellery in western Baghdad.  Several 

unidentified gunmen travelling in an SUV broke into the Kadhimiyah sports club and reportedly threatened to kill 

members of the management (NFDK).  A gunman shot and killed one civilian in the Karada area.  An assailant 

stabbed and killed one civilian in the Hay al-Jihad area.  IPS arrested two suspects in connection with a tribal-

related SAF attack that targeted the home of a civilian in Shula area of Kadhimiyah district.  ISF carried out three 

counter-terror arrests in the Doura and Basatin area of Adhamiyah district.  On the morning of July 10, several 

university graduates held a demonstration outside the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research in 

Rusafa district, demanding job opportunities.  The owner of a private generator was shot and killed by 

unidentified gunmen IVO Al-Andalus Square in Rusafa district. 

 

Armed assailants shot and killed a civilian in Madain district, south east of the city.  Several university graduates 

continued their protest outside the Ministry of Electricity in Mansour district for the sixteenth day in a row, 

demanding job opportunities.  Unconfirmed reports claimed that several gunmen allegedly affiliated with Asa'ib Ahl 

al-Haq (AAH) broke into the guest house of Alaa Al-Mousawi, head of Shia Endowment in Karada district IVO 

Atika Mosque, the reasons of which are unknown.  It was also reported that the guards on site were disarmed 

before being physically assaulted. 

 

An IS suicide attacker was intercepted and subsequently arrested at a security checkpoint in Abu Ghraib district, 

as he planned to detonate his explosive vest against civilians in Baghdad.  An IED detonated and killed a GoI 

member, a civilian, and wounded a further nine PMF members near a military checkpoint in the Mashahada 

area.  The Baghdad Operations Command announced on July 07 the killing of two IS militants near the villages 

of Ghazaliyah in Tarmiyah district.  The ISF recovered the body of a tribal leader inside from his house in 

Yusufiyah district, south of Baghdad. It is believed that he was killed. However, no further details of the incident 

are available. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In Babel, local media reports indicate that a senior PMU official named as Abu Dhar al Maasudi survived an 

attempted assassination when a UVIED detonated beneath a vehicle of his convoy while travelling along Route 

Tampa - Hwy 1 in Al-Midhatiyah, south of Hillah.  Four bodyguards were killed.  The PMU claimed in a subsequent 

statement that the incident was related to an RTA.  A member of the PMF and four of his family were wounded 

when a roadside IED detonated in the Hamzah area.  Approximately 20 civilians held a demonstration demanding 

improved services in Misiab district. On July 11, a gunman shot and wounded one ISF member in Hilla.  

Approximately 50 Ministry or Health employees demanding better pay protested in Misiab District. One PMU 

member was injured in by roadside IED in the Bahbahan region of Jurf al-Sakhar sub-district, north of Hillah.   

 

In Karbala, the IPS arrested two individuals in connection with celebratory gunfire at al-Usra district and al-Snater 

Street area in Karbala city, although no further details were provided.  A robbery targeted a jewellery store in the 

old city of Karbala. One suspect subsequently arrested. 

 

In Najaf, several temporary municipal workers demonstrated in front the provincial council building in Nasiriyah, 

demanding an increase in wages. Employees held a protest outside the Health Directorate in Nasiriyah, 

demanding improved financial benefits.  The protests passed off without incident. 
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In Diwaniya province, ISF arrested a local resident of Dhi Qar province at a security checkpoint in Afak district, 

east of Diwaniyah on suspicion of terrorism offences.   An unknown gunman shot and killed one civilian in Diwaniya.  

Approximately 150 Ministry or Health employees demanding better pay demonstrated in Diwaniya District. Four 

drug traffickers were arrested on July 9.   

 

In the province of Dhi Qar, one ISF member was wounded; resulting in three suspects being arrested after a tribal 

skirmish broke out in the Fudhliya sub-district, south of Nasiriyah.  An ISF EOD team defused a hand grenade 

found near the house of MP Sadiq Al-Sulaiti, from the Sairoun alliance, in Qalat Sukkar district.  The IPS 

commenced a reconnaissance operation in Umm Aneij to the borders of Muthanna province and areas of Badia 

between the two provinces, however no information was provided on the focus of the operation or the outcome. 

 

On July 9, several suspects have been arrested and several weapons were recovered, including: 21 x PK sub-

machine guns, 1 x rocket-propelled grenades, 1 x RPG, 1 x hand grenade, 44 x rifle mags and 540 x 6.72mm 

rounds seized in a subsequent search operation.  These weapons were found in the Fudhliya and Ukiah sub-

districts of Suq al-Shuyukh. This seizure was carried out due to a tribal skirmish that erupted in the early morning 

hours of July 8. 

 

A man and woman were arrested in connection with the grenade attack that targeted the house of MP Sadiq al-

Sulaiti in Qalat Sukkur district, north of Nasiriyah on July 6. It is not known what the attackers’ motives were. 

Several people demonstrated in the Shumoukh area in central Nasiriyah city over water shortages.  On July 12 

two people were reported to have been killed in the province. The first person was believed to have been stabbed 

to death in Nasiriyah; whilst the second – also stabbed – was killed in the north of Dhi Qar.  On July 7 in Maysan 

around 200 contractors demonstrated in Kahla District demanding to be directly hired by their employer. The 

demonstration passed without incident.  In the Maysan area, IED exploded, causing material damage to a GoI 

member's house in the area of Tamoz.  Another IED detonated and wounded a civilian in front of a home in the 

Hay al-Ghadeer area. The motive for the IED attacks is currently unknown. 

 

In Muthanna, approximately 75 Ministry or Health employees demanding better pay demonstrated in Samawa 

District. 

 

In Basra on July 4, several suspects were reportedly arrested in a security operation in Madina district, north of 

Basra.  A civilian was killed when several armed men riding in a pickup truck opened fire on a vehicle near the 

Red Bridge in al-Saai area of Basra city before fleeing. No further details are known.  Three IEDs targeted a truck 

travelling through Safwan on July 6, resulting in two people suffering minor injuries.  Two stationary vehicles were 

damaged when unidentified gunmen threw a hand grenade in the al-Abela area in Basra city before fleeing. A 5.7 

magnitude earthquake reportedly affected approximately 85 km east of the Iranian city of Ahvaz on July 8, resulting 

in minor tremors being felt in Basra city on the same day.  An assailant stabbed and killed one civilian in the Zubair 

district.  The owner of a currency exchange shop was robbed of nearly 68 million IQD in cash by two unidentified 

gunmen on a motorcycle near the Lion of Babylon Square in Basra city.  A hand grenade detonated in front of a 

seafood company in the Jazeer area, causing material damage.  A carjacking gang was arrested in the Nahr al-

Izz area in Qurnah district.  IPS apprehended five suspects for their involvement in an inter-tribal fight erupted in 

Haritha district, north of Basra.   

 

A local government official has called upon the Prime Minister to send additional soldiers to his region to strengthen 

the current security arrangements in Basra. Also discussed was the ineffectiveness of some of the current security 

forces in the area, however the official did not go into detail about what this meant. On July 11 local media sources 

reported that local workers of an international company had protested their treatment at the hands of an expatriate 

manager. The article, via the Iraqi news website Al Sumaria, stated that Weatherford employees were involved, 

however later reporting indicated that this was incorrect and that the incident occurred with another company that 

is housed inside Weatherford camp.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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