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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ The litany of incidents that have occurred over the months of June and July have resulted in current US-Iran 

tensions to remain high, compounded by the latest incident involving IRGC patrol boats seizing a UK-owned 

vessel in the Strait of Hormuz on July 19. Further incidents involve the US shooting down an Iranian drone on 

the same day as the seizure of the UK vessel along with US enforcing more sanctions on the Iranian 

government the downing of a US drone by Iran on Jun 20 and the US assessment that Iran was responsible 

for the June 13, 2019 attacks on shipping in the Gulf of Oman, have all led to the heightened possibility of 

attacks against US interests in Iraq.  A rocket attack targeting the International Zone on May 19, 2019, and the 

Rumaila oilfield and Burjisiya in Basra province on Jun 18 and 19, 2019 respectively was most likely carried 

out by rogue militia factions with ties to Iran and is consistent with standing patterns of Shia militia activity in 

Baghdad and the southern region at times of heightened political tensions.  Rocket attacks against the IZ are 

not unprecedented however the threat of further attacks from Iran-aligned militia elements, including kidnap 

and rocket attacks, is assessed as credible in the event of further escalation.  

 

▪ Political tensions remain high in the southern regions and sporadic protests continue to take place in Basra and 

other provinces in the south.  Protest activity, driven mainly by financial grievances and calls for improvements 

in essential services have continued in 2019, but not to the same level as 2018’s “summer of discontent” when 

widespread violence materialized throughout the southern region.  However, as the weather continues to heat 

up, protest activity, as expected, is increasing in the south and with the summer months now beginning, there 

are fears that if the electricity supply does not see considerable improvements protests are likely to grow in 

number, similar to last year, with the possible ensuing violence representing the first major test of Prime Minister 

Mahdi. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The latest attacks occurred 

during the month of July resulting in two IEDs targeting a Shia mosque in south-west Baghdad, killing at least 

two people and wounding several more. This attack coincided with two other incidents involving IEDS; one of 

which was successfully dismantled by an ISF EOD team whilst the other killed one and injured several more. 

The previous suicide vest (SVEST) attack happened in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the possible IS-claimed 

SVEST attack on a Mosque in eastern Baghdad on Jun 21 underlines the continuing threat posed by IS cells 

in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the 

attacks are not assessed to change the security situation in the capital which has been relatively stable in 2019, 

however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to have the capability and intent to launch operations of 

this nature within the City.  

 

▪ Following weeks of speculation with regards to the longer-term status of the International Zone (IZ) that was 

partially opened to the public in December 2018, on June 04, 2019 the IZ was fully opened to the public on a 

24/7 basis.  The move is seen as part of an attempt by the government to head off criticism that security is 

starting to deteriorate in the country, amidst reports of increased attacks in northern Iraq and fires in rural 

farmlands. Regardless, the move marks an important moment that symbolizes the increased stability that has 

been felt in the capital over the last two years.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 
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security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  

 

 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 

Alleged drone strike against pro-Iranian militia base in northern Iraq 

Local news sources and social media reported on July 19 that a suspected drone dropped explosives on a base 

belonging to an Iranian-aligned PMU unit in northern Iraq, wounding several people and destroying what some 

media reports claim were Iranian ballistic missile likely to be destined for either Syria or Lebanon.   

Turkey takes delivery of Russian air defence systems 
Turkey has taken delivery of the Russian-built S400 air defence missile systems. The delivery arrived in Turkey 

on Friday and has caused considerable ire between the US, NATO and Turkey. The move shows a potential 

Turkish realignment towards Russia and the US has responded by warning that it is likely that Turkey will not 

receive F-35 fighter jets. The US had previously started the process of suspending Turkey from the F-35 

programme, warning them that if they took stock of the S400 system, they would be suspended indefinitely.  

Low turnout for ‘million-strong’ protests across Iraq 
The protests staged across Iraq on July 19 did not result in mass demonstrations as al-Hikma Front had expected. 

There was reports of protests occurring in Baghdad, Basra, Nasiriyah, Karbala, Dhi Qar, Muthanna and Wasit; but 

the numbers of protestors were in the low hundreds in some provinces and there has been limited reporting on 

social media and news outlets across the country.  

Turkish diplomat assassinated in Erbil 
A Turkish diplomat was killed along with one other on July 17 in Erbil.  The attack happened while he was inside 

Huqqabaz restaurant on the Airport Road, located in between the localities of Empire City and Dream City.  Armed 

men approached the restaurant and fired inside, killing two and seriously wounded one other.  The Kurdish security 

services, Asayish, confirmed in a statement that an investigation was underway to find the perpetrators of the 

attack.   

Iranian forces seized British-flagged oil tanker in Gulf 
IRGC announced they had captured a British-flagged oil tanker in the Strait of Hormuz on July 19. Britain said it 

was urgently seeking information about the Stena Impero after the tanker, which had been heading to a port in 

Saudi Arabia. 
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THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political  
 

EU representative visits Iraq; supports the country’s role in de-escalation 

The European Union has back Iraq’s efforts to de-escalate the current tensions between the US and Iran, as the 

EU Foreign Minister, Federico Mogherini, visited the capital on July 13. She met with the Iraqi Foreign Minister, 

Mohammed al-Hakim, and spoke at length about the current geopolitical issues affecting the region; and Iraq’s 

role in helping to solve some of those issues. The Iraqi Minister is proposing that they host a regional conference 

as an avenue to reducing the potential of conflict.   

 

Iraqi PM receives the Palestinian PM; reaffirms Iraq’s support 

On July 15, the Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammed Shtayyeh arrived in the Iraqi capital Baghdad on an official 

visit aimed at reinforcing cooperation and economic ties. Speaking at a joint press conference, the Iraqi Prime 

Minister Abdul Mahdi announced his rejection of the US peace plan – known as the "deal of the century" which 

was aimed at resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. He stressed that his country is “totally rejecting any 

settlement project in the region,” adding that Iraq will continue to provide all possible support for the Palestinian 

people.   

 

Iraq deports 473 children of foreign IS members 

Iraqi authorities have so far deported 473 children of Islamic State foreign fighters to their home countries, and it 

continues to facilitate the deportation of those children who are still in the country.  A statement by the Iraqi Foreign 

Ministry said that “The Foreign Ministry, through the Legal Department, works with the competent authorities, 

namely the Supreme Judicial Council, the Ministry of Justice and the security services, to resolve the deportation 

of Da’esh (IS) children to their countries.”  The 473 children of IS members were reportedly deported to Russia, 

Tajikistan, Azerbaijan, Germany, France, Georgia, Belarus, Finland, Ukraine, and Turkey.   

 

Newly-elected KRG PM visits Baghdad, meets senior officials 

On July 16 the KRG Prime Minister Masrour Barzani visited Baghdad to meet with several senior officials, including 

the President of Iraq, Barham Salih.  The visit was Barzani's first since being elected and talks focused on current 

issues hindering cooperation between Baghdad and Erbil.  The main sticking points damaging relations is Erbil's 

refusal to provide around a quarter of a million barrels of oil per day (BPD) to Baghdad. The agreement to transfer 

the amount of oil was set in the 2019 federal budget; however, officials in KRG believe that the Iraqi government 

has so far failed in their duties to adhere to prior commitments.  The disputed areas in the Kirkuk region also high 

on the agenda between Baghdad and Erbil; an area that is claimed by both parties.   

 

Low turnout for ‘million-strong’ protests across Iraq 

The protests staged across Iraq on July 19 did not result in mass demonstrations as al-Hikma Front had expected. 

There was reports of protests occurring in Baghdad, Basra, Nasiriyah, Karbala, Dhi Qar, Muthanna and Wasit; but 

the numbers of protestors were in the low hundreds in some provinces and there has been limited reporting on 

social media and news outlets across the country. In Basra, there are several reports claiming that a small number 

of protestors were arrested, this is believed to have been two people.  A peaceful demonstration consisting of a 

few dozen people passed off without incident in the Karkh district of Baghdad.   

Security 
 

Turkey takes delivery of Russian air defence systems 

Turkey has taken delivery of the Russian-built S400 air defence missile systems. The delivery arrived in Turkey 

on Friday and has caused considerable ire between the US, NATO and Turkey. The move shows a potential 

Turkish realignment towards Russia and the US has responded by warning that it is likely that Turkey will not 
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receive F-35 fighter jets. The US had previously started the process of suspending Turkey from the F-35 

programme, warning them that if they took stock of the S400 system, they would be suspended indefinitely.   

 

Syria opens border checkpoints with Iraq 

The Iraqi army’s chief of staff, General Othman al-Ghanmi, made the announcement alongside his counterpart 

from Iran and Syria's defence minister.  The statement indicates growing ties among the three Middle East 

neighbours. Opening of the checkpoints marks an increase in security cooperation between Iraq and Syria to 

prevent the infiltration of the remaining elements of IS.  The reopening of the border in al-Qaim is to boost trade 

links between Syria and Iraq to help their economies deal with the effects of the conflicts that have affected both 

countries. Mohammad Bagheri, chief of staff of Iran’s armed forces, said the border is a top priority for Tehran for 

transportation of goods and Shiite pilgrims.   

 

Turkish diplomat assassinated in Erbil 

A Turkish diplomat was killed along with one other on July 17 in Erbil.  The attack happened while he was inside 

Huqqabaz restaurant on the Airport Road, located in between the localities of Empire City and Dream City.  Armed 

men approached the restaurant and fired inside, killing two and seriously wounded one other.  The Kurdish security 

services, Asayish, confirmed in a statement that an investigation was underway to find the perpetrators of the 

attack.  The Turkish Foreign Ministry released a statement condemning the attack and subsequently called upon 

the Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) and the Iraqi government to apprehend the attackers.  The Turkish Prime 

Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, also condemned the attack and vowed to respond.  No group has yet claimed 

responsibility, with the PKK denying involvement.   

 

The US claims to have destroyed an Iranian drone in the Strait of Hormuz 

The US has said that its navy has destroyed an Iranian drone after it was forced to take defensive actions. The 

incident in the Strait of Hormuz on July 18 comes after a US drone was destroyed by an Iranian missile in the 

same region. The US navy ship, the USS Boxer, reportedly brought the drone down using electronic jamming 

equipment. However, the Iranian authorities have denied the claims; instead stating that the US mistakenly brought 

down one of its own drones.   

 

Alleged drone strike against pro-Iranian militia base in northern Iraq 

Local news sources and social media reported on July 19 that a suspected drone dropped explosives on a base 

belonging to an Iranian-aligned PMU unit in northern Iraq, wounding several people and destroying what some 

media reports claim were Iranian ballistic missile likely to be destined for either Syria or Lebanon.  Media outlets 

claimed that the drone dropped two explosive devices or missiles on the al-Shohada base in Amerli, Salah-al-Din 

province.  There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the attack, which struck shortly after midnight. A 

Pentagon spokesman subsequently denied US involvement.   

 

Iranian forces seized British-flagged oil tanker in Gulf  

IRGC announced they had captured a British-flagged oil tanker in the Strait of Hormuz on July 19. Britain said it 

was urgently seeking information about the Stena Impero after the tanker, which had been heading to a port in 

Saudi Arabia. Tracking data available on social media showed that the British-flagged vessel suddenly changed 

course after entering the Strait and then headed towards the Iranian coast. A second UK-owned vessel was also 

reportedly seized on the same day as the Stena Impero; but was subsequently released and allowed to carry on 

with its journey. Iranian news outlets have reported that the vessel has been detained for violating international 

maritime rules. The UK’s Foreign Secretary, Jeremy Hunt, has warned Iran of serious consequences.   

 

Economy 
 

Iran leverages economic ties with Iraq to help buffer economy against US sanctions 

The economic relationship between Iran and Iraq is helping the Iranian economy keep afloat in light of renewed 

US sanctions.  The Iraqi government is uniquely placed between Iran and Syria, therefore is well-placed for acting 
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as a regional hub between various countries, particularly between Iran and Syria.  Iraq continues to play the role 

of regional mediator on the geopolitical scene, and they have taken a similar approach with regards to economic 

trade; facilitating trade between neighbouring countries and boosting Iranian imports and exports.  This relationship 

may well strengthen Iran's political influence in Iraq.  According to media reports, bilateral trade has grown to 

approximately $12 billion for the period encompassing March 2018 to March of this year; the majority of which 

consisted of Iranian exports. Iraq also happens to be Iran's second-biggest export market after China, excluding 

oil products.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Over the course of the reporting week, Kurdish security forces based at the border crossing of Haji Maran arrested 

a man in possession of 2 kilograms of methamphetamine.  The head of the Soran Directorate of Security 

subsequently confirmed the report to a local media outlet and said that the man had attempted to enter the 

Kurdistan Region from Iran and is reported to be an Iranian national.  The suspect was taken into custody and is 

awaiting trial.   

 

Turkish military forces killed three suspected PKK members as part of Operation Claw. A further three bodies, 

believed to belong to militants, were found in a cave, increasing the number of deaths in Operation Claw to 64, 

according to the Turkish Defence Ministry.  On July 13, Turkey launched Operation Claw 2 as a follow-up to the 

success of the initial offensive.  Meanwhile, a Turkish soldier who was reportedly carrying out counter-terrorism 

operations was killed in northern Iraq when an improvised explosive device, presumably planted by the PKK, 

exploded.  The Turkish Defense Ministry said on July 16 that Turkish forces carried out a controlled detonation of 

mines and IEDs belonging to the PKK in northern Iraq as part of Operation Claw 2.  Several local media outlets 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

20 July 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [11] 
                       garda.com 

 

have stated that two people, including a Turkish diplomat from the nearby Turkish Consulate, were reportedly killed 

in a close-quarter shooting inside a restaurant in the north of Erbil city.  

 

Kurdish security Asayish allegedly exchanged gunfire with the gunmen at the scene.  July 19: A Turkish airstrike 

killed 18 people and wounded dozens more in the vicinity of Makhmour refugee camp, near south-east Erbil.  

 

In Erbil, two arms depots exploded inside a facility belonging to the Zeravani military police on the Erbil-Mosul road 

during the early hours of July 18.  The fire was eventually brought under control by local defence forces.  With 

local reports indicating that the fire started in one of the kitchens and later it spread to the arms depots. There are 

two people believed to have been injured in the blast.  

 

Turkish authorities have claimed that total of 71 militants have been killed since the launch of Operation Claw on 

May 27.  On July 14, Turkey launched Operation Claw 2 as a follow-up on the ongoing ‘Operation Claw’.  In Duhok, 

Turkish jets killed three PKK terrorists during Operation Claw 2 in northern Iraq, according to Turkey's National 

Defense Ministry on July 15.  Turkish fighter jets killed seven PKK militants during a counter-terrorism operation 

carried out in northern Iraq, Turkey’s National Defense Ministry announced on July 17.  Airstrikes were launched 

in the Metina region in coordination as part of the ongoing military offensive.   

 

In Sulaymaniyah, unconfirmed local media reports indicated that Iran's Revolutionary Guards advanced six 

kilometres into Iraqi territory to attack Iranian-Kurd rebels, near Mount Sorin in Sayyed Sadiq sub-district in 

Sulaymaniyah province and carried out a similar operation in the vicinity of the mountain range in Soran district in 

Irbil. Local media sources indicated that headquarters of the Kurdish security Asayish in Chamchamal district, east 

of Sulaimaniyah was subjected to an RPG attack on July 13.  The incident was denied in a subsequent statement 

issued by the Asayish saying that there was a sound of an explosion on the Kirkuk-Sulaymaniyah road.  Security 

forces arrested a suspected terrorist in the province of Sulaymaniyah who had allegedly escaped from Baghdad.  

The suspect reportedly had a warrant out for his arrest in the district of Karkh. 

 

In Nineveh province, a Coalition airstrike killed four militants near the Jabal al-Muna'if village in Ba'aj district.  A 

Coalition airstrike killed nine IS militants north of the Lake Sunaisala in Ba'aj district.  A woman was arrested on 

suspicion of terrorism offences in Sumer district in eastern Mosul on July 11.  In Nineveh, the Ministry of Migration 

and Displaced announced the return of 423 Internally Displaced People (IDPs) during the past week from 

displacement camps east and south of Mosul to their original residential areas in Nineveh province.  Sixteen IS 

militants were arrested and a number of weapons were seized in an operation in Shurah and Qayyarah sub-

districts, south of Mosul.  In Nineveh, a IS shelter containing military-grade explosive material, electrical detonators, 

batteries and ammunition was seized during a search operation in the village of Sheik Ibrahim, west of Mosul.  In 

Nineveh province, an Iraqi security cell announced that two IS terrorists had been killed in an airstrike by Coalition 

aircraft in the region.  The target was a tunnel reportedly used IS, and the airstrike resulted in the deaths of two IS 

militants and destruction of the tunnel.  

 

A drug trafficking gang comprising seven members were arrested in the al-Zuhour district in eastern Mosul city.  In 

Nineveh province, the ISF apprehended six suspects during an attempted burglary of a house in the al-Sukkar 

district in eastern Mosul city.  A coalition airstrike killed two militants and destroyed one underground tunnel system 

south of Lake Sunaisala in Ba'aj district.  A low-level protest march organised by the Yazidi Youth Association and 

the Yazidi Young Women Association, took place in Shingal district, over the ongoing anti-PKK Turkish offensive 

‘Operation Claw’ in northern Iraq.  The protest reportedly passed off within incident.  Nineveh.  Six IS militants 

were killed as a result of an intelligence-led operation involving a Coalition airstrike in the Ba’aj district. 

 

In the Kirkuk region, A cache of ammunition and explosives containing 1 x explosive vest, 2 x high explosive 

devices contained within a tanker, 15 x IEDs, 2 cylindrical IEDs, 1 x Katyusha rocket, 1 x 120mm mortar round 

were seized near the village of al-Arisha, east of Hawijah.  In Kirkuk, the ISF EOD safely defused 10 x IEDs found 

inside an unoccupied house in Domiz district in southern Kirkuk City.  A suspected IS militant, travelling from Irbil, 
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was arrested at a security checkpoint in Makhmour as he attempted to enter the area.   In Kirkuk, local media 

reported that dozens of Kurdish workshop owners held a demonstration near the al-Shamal Garage area in Kirkuk 

city on July 14, over an alleged proposal to transfer their shops to a designated industrial zone outside the city; 

resulting in several tyres being set alight.  The Iraqi police discovered two alleged IS caches in Kirkuk province on 

July 13, where the militants had kept a large amount of explosives.  During a subsequent raid in the village of 

Arisha, the police discovered 14 x IEDs, 3 x Katyusha rockets, one explosive belt, and several weapons, according 

to an official statement.  The police forces, in a separate operation in Said Hamid village, seized 4 IEDs.  No further 

information is known about the operation.   

 

Following a dispute, a gunman shot and wounded an ISF member in the Shorjah area.  A tunnel belonging to ISIS 

terrorists containing 15 x Katyusha rockets, 2x mobile phones used as bomb triggers, 4 x 120mm mortar shells, 

5x 57mm artillery , 4 x 40mm grenades used for weaponizing drones, 4x projectiles and one 60 mm smoke mortar 

shell, 1 hand grenade and several solar panels were discovered during a search operation carried in the villages 

of Wadi al-Sahal and Nokit in Hawijah district.  In Kirkuk province, two civilians were reportedly executed by IS 

militants in the village of Ahmad al-Danuk in Hawija district for their alleged collaboration with the ISF on July 15.  

The Popular Mobilization Forces arrested two leaders of IS on July 15. In a statement published via local media 

sources, the PMF said that a unit of the PMF’s northern district's intelligence services in conjunction with the ISF's 

Internal Intelligence Directorate arrested two suspected IS militants in Kirkuk province.   

 

An owner of a currency exchange shop was robbed of $40,000 by three unidentified gunmen near the Pepsi factory 

in Raheem Awa district in northern Kirkuk city.  An IS commander Haider Ahmed Samir and three his companions 

were killed in a Coalition airstrike in Hamrin Mountains, south of Kirkuk.  Social media reports indicated that one 

person was killed in an argument between two brothers that escalated into a shootout in the Shorjah district, Kirkuk 

city.  A US-led coalition airstrike killed four IS militants in the Wadi Abu al-Khanajer area in Hawija district.  An IS 

hideout was discovered in an operation in the village of al-Arisha al-Auliya in Zab sub-district.   

 

In the province of Salah-al-Din, 6 x mortar shells, 5 x IEDs and a quantity of ammunition were seized in a search 

operation in Yathrib sub-district of Balad and Al-Jazeera region, west of Samarra.  ISF arrested a terror suspect 

at a checkpoint in central Tikrit city.  A cache of munitions was seized in the al-Duloaiya sub-district. Two hand 

grenades detonated in front of an ISF member's house in Balad District, causing superficial damage.   The governor 

of Salah-al-Din, Ammar Jaber, reported on July 13 that a decision had been made to withdraw the PMU forces 

from the city centres and hand over all the PMU local headquarters to the police.  

 

IPS took over security management at checkpoints in the village of al-Awja and Shirqat. PMU deputy commander 

Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis met the chairman of Salah-al-Din provincial council, Ahmed Al-Kareem, along with several 

tribal elders in Tikrit three days ago, where al-Muhandis stated that he had allowed the return of Internally 

Displaced Persons (IDPs) to their homes in the village of al-Awja.  In Salah-al-Din, the ISF, supported by Coalition 

warplanes, killed eight IS militants and destroyed one vehicle in an operation in the Jazirah region in western Baiji 

district.  ISF safely removed five suspected IEDs via a controlled explosion in the desert of Mukeshefah region in 

Samarra district.  The ISF reported one counter-terrorism arrest in Samarra district.  3 x legacy IEDs were found 

and cleared during a search operation carried in the Albu Hazem, Albu Kadhim, Albu Obaid, Tel Kerida, Wadi al-

Keshab and Wadi al-Hajar villages in the Jazirah region of western Samarra district.   

 

In Diyala, several gunmen shot at two civilians in Balad Ruz District, killing one and wounding another. According 

to local media sources, the victim was targeted due to an allegedly affiliation with al-Qaida, however no further 

details were released.  Several gunmen shot at an ISF checkpoint in Balad Ruz District, killing one ISF member.  

Four alleged terrorists were killed, three underground tunnel systems destroyed and six IEDs safely removed in 

an anti-IS security operation launched in the Hafayir area in the outskirts of Saadiyah sub-district.   

 

In Diyala, two mortars reportedly hit the Huwaider village, 10 km north east of Baqubah; no casualties were 

reported.  In Diyala, seven people, including, two ISF members were reportedly wounded when an IED detonated 
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in the Tajnid neighbourhood of Jalawla sub-district, which was then followed by a mortar attack.  No further details 

on casualties were made available.  One IS militant was killed and another wounded during an ambush carried 

out by PMU forces near the village of Hafayr in the outskirts of Saadiyah sub-district.  Several ISIS members 

exchanged gunfire with ISF members in Khanaqin District, no injuries were reported.  The PMU 24 Bde (Badr) 

reportedly installed several watchtowers on the Muqdadiyah-Khanaqin main road (Hwy - 5) to monitor the area for 

IS activity.   

 

Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

On July 14 in Karma, a suspected terrorist was arrested in Karma district, east of Ramadi.   

 

In Qaim, 308 internally displaced persons (IDPs) from the IDP camps in Amiriyah Fallujah and Bzebez and 

Habbaniyah reportedly returned to their homes in Qaim district after completion of security audits. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

In Baghdad, an armed robbery targeted a civilian's house in Saba Qusoor area of Adhamiyah district.  
Unidentified gunmen threw a hand grenade at a civilian's house in al-Jaza'ir area in Adhamiyah district, causing 
damage but no casualties.  An assailant stormed a civilian's house in the Kasra area, stabbing and wounding 
one civilian.  A series of ongoing protests in the city continued unabated, ranging between smaller protests 
numbering no more than 20 people, up to 150. The issues being protested mainly focus on either being re-hired 
or an increase in basic pay.  
 
An individual was arrested in possession of 5 grams of crystal meth and one hand grenade in Ghazaliyah area in 
western Baghdad city.  One terror suspect detained in Doura.  The body of an unidentified male exhibiting 
gunshot wounds to the head was found in Bob al-Sham area, northeast of Baghdad. Unknown gunmen stole 6 
million IQD from a civilian's house in the Amin area.  A hand grenade detonated in front of a civilian's house in 
the Shula area, causing material damage.   
 
On July 16, two civilians were reportedly wounded when a hand grenade detonated inside the house of a 
government employee working for the Sunni Endowment in Sheik Omar area of Rusafa district.  Following a 
dispute, an assailant stabbed and killed one civilian in the Karada area.  After a dispute, unknown individuals 
kidnapped a civilian in the Zayouna area; no further details are known about the nature of the incident.  Several 
gunmen fired an RPG round at an ISF member's house in Sadr City, causing damage to the house but no 
casualties.  A hand grenade detonated in front of a civilian's house in the Hussainiyat-Mammil area, causing 
damage to the property.  An ISF second lieutenant was reportedly killed by his cousin in an exchange of gunfire 
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in the Rajab area in East Rashid district; the incident is believed to be related to a tribal dispute.  A cache of 
munitions containing multiple IEDs, anti-tank rockets and a quantity of light caliber ammunition was found in 
Sadr City.  IPS arrested a suspect in possession of narcotics and one hand grenade near the Hamza bridge in 
Shula area of Kadhimiyah district.   
 
On July 15, local media sources reported that two suspected suicide bombers blew themselves up in the vicinity 
of a Shia mosque in the district of al-Maalif, killing at least two people and wounding a further 14. During the 
same reporting period, a motorcycle IED allegedly detonated in the Saba al-Bour area, killing one person and 
injuring several others. The ISF also claimed to have dismantled an IED that was located inside a taxi in al-
Naireya area of Baghdad.  Islamic State media outlets subsequently claimed responsibility for the incidents via 
the Amaq media agency.  
 
An ISF unit arrested a suspect accused of carrying out fraudulent activities in Sadr City. An ISF impersonator 
was detained in Adhamiyah and a drug trafficker was arrested by the Iraqi police in the Hurriyah area of 
Kadhimiyah district.  Armed attackers robbed a house in Shaab area of Adhamiyah district. No further details on 
the incidents are known.   
 
Groups of fans from the al-Talaba Sports Club, which is owned by the National Union of Iraqi Students, gathered 
outside the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research in Rusafa district, demanding the resignation of 
the board of the club.  The Iraqi police arrested several gang members on robbery charges in the Shaab area, as 
well as the arrest of a girl for prostitution and drug trafficking in Madain district.  Illegal firearms were reportedly 
confiscated during a search operation carried in the Baladiyat area of New Baghdad, Nahrawan and Oil 
exploration area, south-east of Baghdad.  IPS arrested three suspects for the alleged murder of a young man in 
the Palestine Street area in Rusafa district two weeks ago.   
 
An individual was arrested in the Palestine Street area of Rusafa district for firing a gun into the air during a 
wedding party.  IPS arrested a suspect in the al-Nasr Wa al-Salam village in the Abu Ghraib district for the 
alleged sexual abuse of a 14-year-old boy.  A 4-year-old kidnap victim was reportedly rescued, and her captor 
arrested in an operation in the Kadhimiyah district.   One suspect was reportedly arrested in connection with 
celebratory gunfire in the al-Kindi area of Mansour district.  A locally made IED detonated in front of a civilian's 
house in Sadr City, causing material damage.  ISF arrested four suspects separately in Shual area of 
Kadhimiyah district and Zafaraniya in Karada in connection with tribe-related SAF attacks.  A hand grenade 
detonated in front of a civilian’s house in the Hussainiyah region. It is not known if there were any casualties. A 
group of gunmen shot and killed a civilian in Nahrwan; the motive for the killing is unknown.   
 
In Baghdad Province, the ISF apprehended a fraudster in the Adil area of Mansour district. One terror suspect 
was detained in Madain and another person was arrested in possession of seven pieces of stolen antiquities at a 
security checkpoint in the Palestine Street area in Rusafa.  Several gunmen in the Hussainiya area shot and 
wounded one civilian.  ISF reported one counter-terror arrest in the village of al-Halabsah, west of Baghdad.  
The body of an unidentified male, displaying gunshot wounds to the chest, was found in Yusufiyah district, south 
of Baghdad.  The body of an unidentified man was found by security forces at the side of a highway in Maamer 
village, Saba Qusor district. No further details are known about the death. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

During the reporting period in Babel, four alleged drug traffickers were arrested and five kilograms of crystal meth 

seized in a raid on an orchard at an unspecified location in southern Babel province.  Approximately 75 civilians 

demonstrated in Hilla, demanding jobs.     

 
In Wasit, the IPS arrested a suspect on a motorcycle in possession of a sniper rifle along with 25 rounds of 

ammunition in Numaniyah, north of Kut. 

 

In Karbala, four alleged gang members in possession of a handgun, an AK-47 rifle along with ammunition and a 

quantity of stolen gold jewellery were arrested in connection with the armed robbery that targeted the home of a 

civilian in al-Askari neighbourhood of Hindiyah district, west of Karbala.  Two alleged gang members were arrested 

for stealing approximately 37 million IQD in cash from a private company on July 11 in Karbala province.  

Approximately 250 Ministry of Health employees demonstrated in Karbala, demanding better pay.  

 

In Najaf, several gunmen killed a 49-year-old woman during a burglary in al-Zahra district, southern Najaf city.  

The PMU 26 Bde (Al-Abbas Fighting Division), in cooperation with the ISF, launched a preventive security 

operation in desert areas along the main highway towards the Arar border crossing with Saudi Arabia.  
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In Diwaniya, around 150 Ministry of Health employees demonstrated in Diwaniya, demanding better pay.  

Approximately 50 civilians demonstrated in Diwaniya, demanding jobs. A number of civilians were demanding job 

opportunities and improved services demonstrated in Rifa'i district, north of Nasiriyah on July 13.  Three suspects 

arrested in Sayed Dakhil district, east of Nasiriyah in possession of narcotics.   

 
In Dhi Qar province, approximately 200 Ministry of Health employees demonstrated in Rifai District, demanding 

better pay.  IPS arrested two antiquities traffickers after clashing in Qalat Sukkar district, north of Nasiriyah.  A 

civilian bystander was reportedly killed when clashes erupted between clans of the Khuwledin tribe in Qalat Sukkar 

district, north of Nasiriyah.  Several university graduates demonstrated in Nasiriyah city, demanding job 

opportunities.  A number of people demonstrated in Suq al-Shuyukh district, south of Nasiriyah, demanding 

dissolution of the local council and improved services.  Hundreds of people demonstrated in al-Dawayah district, 

north of Nasiriyah, demanding dissolution of the local council.  Hundreds of people reportedly protested in Rifa’i 

demanding better services and employment opportunities.   

 

 
In Basra, employees of the Health Ministry, numbering around 125, protested in Qurna, demanding better pay.  A 

gunman in the Qurna area shot and killed one civilian.   A gunman in Abu al-Khasib District shot and wounded one 

ISF member.  Several people including tribal elders reportedly demonstrated in Zubair district, demanding 

separation from Basra.  The local council of Zubair district, west of Basra province, had voted unanimously to 

request turning the district into a province.  Council members believe the move aims at improving services and 

infrastructure and increasing the district’s powers.  A low-yield IED weighing 300 grams reportedly detonated 

outside a real estate shop in a residential area of Shatt al-Arab district, without causing casualties.  A gunman shot 

and killed one civilian in Basra city.   

 

A civilian was wounded and his vehicle stolen at gunpoint in the Bahaderiya area, south of Basra. One ISF member 

was injured during an exchange with a drug dealer in a raid on his house in Abu al-Khasib district, south of Basra. 

One Ak-47 rifle and several narcotics were seized as well.  

 

Several civilians demanding improved services and job opportunities reportedly demonstrated in front of the local 

council building in Imam al-Sadiq sub-district north of Basra on July 15.  Jabbar al-Saadi, chairman of the security 

committee of the Basra provincial council said that a land mine was detonated near a civilian' house in the Aghwat 

area of Shatt al-Arab district, without causing any casualties.  One hundred and twenty eight suspects were 

arrested on various criminal charges in a series of raids across Basra province, of which four were terror-related.  

The police seized 2 x AK-47 rifles, 3 x chest rigs, 13 x rifle magazines and narcotics in addition to the arrests.   

 

An assault rifle along with 75 rounds of ammunition, 2 x vehicles, 2 x motorcycles, nine grams of crystal meth and 

three grams of hashish was seized in an operation carried by the Police Strike Battalion in the village of al-Sarifah 

in al-Thager sub-district, north of Qurnah.  Two persons were killed, and a third was wounded when an armed 

tribal dispute broke out in the al-Hayyaniyah district in Basra city. It is currently unknown which of the tribes were 

involved in the incident. 

 

In Dhi Qar province, approximately 50 street vendors demonstrated in Nasiriya District, demanding that the 

government allow them to operate their food carts. The demonstration ended without incident.  Approximately 30 

graduate students demanding jobs demonstrated near the Governor’s building in Nasiriya District.  A hand grenade 

detonated in front of a civilian's house in Zubayr District, causing material damage.  A man’s body was found in a 

plastic bag near a petrol station in the al-Sa'ie district of Basra city, where it had been cut up into parts (NFDK).   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

20 July 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [19]               
         garda.com 

 

GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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