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OUTLOOK
Short term outlook
▪

Current US-Iran tensions, compounded by the US enforcing more sanctions on the Iranian government, the
downing of a US drone by Iran on Jun 20 and the US assessment that Iran was responsible for the June 13,
2019 attacks on shipping in the Gulf of Oman, have all led to the heightened possibility of attacks against US
interests in Iraq. A rocket attack targeting the International Zone on May 19, 2019, and the Rumaila oilfield and
Burjisiya in Basra province on Jun 18 and 19, 2019 respectively was most likely carried out by rogue militia
factions with ties to Iran and is consistent with standing patterns of Shia militia activity in Baghdad and the
southern region at times of heightened political tensions. Rocket attacks against the IZ are not unprecedented
however the threat of further attacks from Iran-aligned militia elements, including kidnap and rocket attacks, is
assessed as credible in the event of further escalation.

▪

Political tensions remain high in the southern regions and sporadic protests continue to take place in Basra and
other provinces in the south. Protest activity, driven mainly by financial grievances and calls for improvements
in essential services have continued in 2019, but not to the same level as 2018’s “summer of discontent” when
widespread violence materialized throughout the southern region. However, as the weather continues to heat
up, protest activity, as expected, is increasing in the south and with the summer months now beginning, there
are fears that if the electricity supply does not see considerable improvements protests are likely to grow in
number, similar to last year, with the possible ensuing violence representing the first major test of Prime Minister
Mahdi.

▪

Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the
northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues. The suicide vest (SVEST)
attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the possible IS-claimed SVEST attack on a Mosque in eastern
Baghdad on Jun 21 underlines the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to
escalate operations. Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the
security situation in the capital which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that
IS continues to have the capability and intent to launch operations of this nature within the City.

▪

Following weeks of speculation with regards to the longer-term status of the International Zone (IZ) that was
partially opened to the public in December 2018, on June 04, 2019 the IZ was fully opened to the public on a
24/7 basis. The move is seen as part of an attempt by the government to head off criticism that security is
starting to deteriorate in the country, amidst reports of increased attacks in northern Iraq and fires in rural
farmlands. Regardless, the move marks an important moment that symbolizes the increased stability that has
been felt in the capital over the last two years.

Medium to long term outlook
▪

Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS
operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk. Attacks will continue to target
security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security
forces.

▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an
insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets,
the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and
along the Hamrin Mountains.
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
Iraq calls for a halt to Turkish military incursions into northern Iraq
The Iraqi Foreign Ministry has called upon the Turkish Government to stop carrying out airstrikes on its territory in
northern Iraq. The call comes amid continued military action by Turkey against PKK targets. There have been
several casualties in the region from Turkish airstrikes, with reports indicating that a number of civilians have been
killed or wounded

President Saleh reiterates Iraq’s desire to cool allies’ simmering tensions
The Iraqi President Barham Saleh has stated that Iraq is against any potential new conflict in the region and will
resist any attempts made to involve Iraq. The statement came as the current tensions between the US and Iran
remain high. Saleh has said that Iraq is willing to cooperate with its partners to cool tensions in the region and
preserve Iraq’s “independence and stability.”

Kata’ib Hezbollah claims responsibility for coordinating the Bahrain Embassy protest
The Iran-backed group Kata’ib Hezbollah has claimed responsibility for the violent protest at the Bahraini Embassy
on Jun 27. The cause of the protest was Bahrain’s hosting of the US-led peace initiative on Palestine, however
the protest turned violent and Kata’ib Hezbollah subsequently accepted that it was behind the protest.

Concerns over power of Iran-aligned PMUs lead the Prime Minister to issue decree
absorbing PMUs into the military
The Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mehdi on July 1 issued a decree that effectively curbs the powers of the
various militia groups. The decree dictates that paramilitary units must be integrated into the Iraqi security
hierarchy, setting a deadline of July 31. Further to that, those groups must choose between dedicating themselves
to acting as either a wholly political or military unit.

Syria-bound fuel tanker seized off the coast of Gibraltar; Iran complains to the UK
Iran has summoned the British ambassador to Iran to lodge a formal complaint about what they say is an illegal
seizure of an Iranian-owned oil tanker; stating that it is tantamount to “a form of piracy.” A unit of Royal Marines
flew out from the UK to Gibraltar assist the local port authorities and law enforcement officials in boarding and
subsequently seizing the tanker that was allegedly carrying oil to Syria in violation of EU sanctions.
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OVERVIEW
Political
Iraq calls for a halt to Turkish military incursions into northern Iraq
The Iraqi Foreign Ministry recently called upon the Turkish Government to stop carrying out airstrikes on its territory
in northern Iraq. The call came amid continued military action by Turkey against PKK targets. There have been
several casualties in the region from Turkish airstrikes, with reports indicating that a number of civilians have been
killed or wounded. The Foreign Ministry referenced a recent attack by the Turkish airforce that resulted in the
death of four people and wounded another five people. The Kurdish Regional Government expressed its “deep
concern” surrounding the killing of civilians in the region, whilst the Iraqi government has reiterated the importance
of “stopping the bombardment of Iraqi areas and the need to respect sovereignty.” The Turkish Foreign Ministry
subsequently rejected calls by the Iraqi Government to halt its offensive in northern Iraq. A spokesperson for the
Foreign Ministry, Hami Aksoy, stated that comments by the Iraqi government were unacceptable and denied Iraq’s
claim that Operation Claw had resulted in any civilian casualties. The spokesperson also drew attention to the
KDP’s comments blaming the PKK for the present issues in the north, whereas the spokesperson said that the
Iraqi government made no mention of the PKK being the primary driver of the fighting.
President Saleh reiterates Iraq’s desire to cool allies’ simmering tensions
The Iraqi President Barham Saleh has stated that Iraq is against any potential new conflict in the region and will
resist any attempts made to involve Iraq. The statement came as the current tensions between the US and Iran
remain high. Saleh has said that Iraq is willing to cooperate with its partners to cool tensions in the region and
preserve Iraq’s “independence and stability.” These remarks further strengthen the notion that Iraq sees itself as
a mediator in any escalation of aggression between the US, its Gulf allies and Iran. The US has recently accused
Iran of shooting down one of its drones in international airspace, attacking two tankers off the coast of the UAE
and the Gulf of Oman.
Kata’ib Hezbollah claim responsibility for Bahrain Embassy protests
The Iran-aligned group Kata’ib Hezbollah has claimed responsibility for the violent protest at the Bahraini Embassy
on Jun 27. The embassy was attacked and parts of the compound overrun by demonstrators who damaged
sections of the compound and pulled down the Bahraini flag. They also burned Israeli and American flags in
protest at the US-led peace initiative on Palestine that was hosted in Manama. Hezbollah leadership claimed in a
statement that the attack was “legitimate” in their opinion as the government had betrayed Palestine and also
made clear that most of the protestors had belonged to Hezbollah.
Iraqi authorities have subsequently increased the level of security around diplomatic missions following the incident
at the Bahrain embassy, with Prime Minister Mehdi publicly stating that the security of embassies “is the red line”
and this response from the government provides some measure of reassurance for foreign diplomatic staff based
in the country.
PM Mehdi issues decree curbing powers of militia groups
The Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mehdi on July 1 issued a decree that effectively curbs the powers of the
various militia groups. The decree dictates that paramilitary units must be integrated into the Iraqi security
hierarchy, setting a deadline of July 31. Further to that, those groups must choose between dedicating themselves
to acting as either a wholly political or military unit. Shortly after the decree was announced, Muqtada al-Sadr
stated that he will dissolve his armed faction, Saraya al-Salam, and amalgamate its personnel into the Iraqi
military’s chain of command. The deadline for the amalgamation is July 31 and it remains to be seen how the
other militia groups will respond to the decree, with considerable pushback expected.
Two of the most prominent Popular Mobilisation Units, collectively known as Hashd al-Shaabi, have subsequently
responded to the Prime Minister’s decree in July 1 requiring the militias factions be absorbed into the Iraqi military.
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The head of the Badr Parliamentary Bloc, Hassan al-Kaabi, claimed that the Prime Minister’s decree was nothing
new, in reference to the former Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi’s decree in 2016 that aimed to bring the PMUs
under the control of the Iraqi armed forces. Al-Kaabi also stated that there is no current political figure that has
the capability to put an end to the PMUs and al-Kaabi questioned the legitimacy of the decree. He stated that only
the religious authority – in this case the original issuer of the fatwa that called the PMUs to arms being Ayatollah
al-Sistani – can call for the end to PMUs. The head of Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq, Qais al-Khazali, was more positive about
the move and claimed that it was “the correct step” to ensure that the PMUs are an important part of the Iraqi
military.
Iran breaches limit on its enriched uranium
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) confirmed on July 1 that Iran has exceeded its limit on enriched
uranium in a clear breach of the 2015 nuclear deal agreed with world powers. Iran has stated that they have
resumed enrichment activities due to the recent sanctions re-imposed by the United States after the US walked
away from the deal and that European countries involved in the 2015 have “failed to fulfil their promises of
protecting Iran’s interests under the deal.”

Security
Islamic State has ‘regrouped’ in northern Iraq
A prominent Peshmerga commander has warned that IS has been steadily regrouping in readiness to carry out
new waves of attacks within Iraq. The warning comes after twin blasts struck Kirkuk city on Jun 27. The group’s
operational effectiveness was severely curtailed in 2017, when it was announced that the group was territorially
defeated in Iraq. Since then, the group has managed to reorganise and adapt its approach to carrying out attacks,
according to the Peshmerga commander, Wasta Rasul. He claims that IS have a number of sleeper cells,
especially in Kirkuk and these cells are able to move around a number of Sunni communities. In a post on the
encrypted messenger app Telegram, the IS propaganda social media arm Nashirnews, IS has claimed that they
targeted an Iraqi police unit and two civilian buses in the city of Kirkuk over the past few days, resulting in the killing
of one person and the injuring of 17 others. IS have also been blamed for setting alight large swathes of across
northern Iraq.
PMUs increasing pressure on IS in Khanaqin
The PMU are making progress in their battle against IS in the town of Khanaqin; a current hotbed of militant activity.
Anti-IS operations have been gathering pace of late in the Diyala region due in part to the group exploiting the
perceived lack of security cooperation between Kurdish and ISF units. The area is a disputed territory that both
Baghdad and Erbil lay claim to; first being controlled by Peshmerga forces after IS were pushed out of the area in
2014 until 2017. Kurdish and Iraqi forces engaged in minor skirmishes, leaving a patchwork of competing groups
aiming for control of the area; subsequently allowing IS to maneuver their way back into the region. The group
are currently engaging in insurgent-style attacks resulting in the deaths of security forces and civilians as well as
the destruction of thousands of dunams (hectares) of crops.
Syria-bound fuel tanker seized off the coast of Gibraltar; Iran complains to the UK
Iran has summoned the British ambassador to Iran to lodge a formal complaint about what they say is an illegal
seizure of an Iranian-owned oil tanker; stating that it is tantamount to “a form of piracy.” A unit of Royal Marines
flew out from the UK to Gibraltar assist the local port authorities and law enforcement officials in boarding and
subsequently seizing the tanker that was allegedly carrying oil to Syria in violation of EU sanctions. Spain’s acting
foreign minister has stated that the US provided intelligence as to the destination of the ship and the Gibraltar
acted upon this and requested the assistance of the UK.
‘British tanker should be seized’ claims Iranian office
An Iranian official has stated that a British tanker should be seized in response to the Royal Marines assisting
Gibraltar’s authorities in detaining the Iranian-owned oil tanker that was allegedly destined for Syria; and therefore,
in breach of EU sanctions. Mohsen Rezaei, a member of the council that advises the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah
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Khamenei, claimed in a tweet that if the UK does not release the oil tanker, it is Iranian authorities’ duty to seize a
British vessel. The Iranian Foreign Ministry has said that the seizure is illegal and tantamount to “piracy” however
the UK FCO dismissed the claim.

Economy
Iran-Iraq financial mechanism for repayments launched
A new financial mechanism that facilitates trade and payment transactions between Iran and Iraq is now fully
functioning, according to the Joint Iran-Iraq Chamber of Commerce. The mechanism will allow Iraq to repay Iran
for previous trade via a unique bank account at the privately owned Trade Bank of Iraq (TBI). This has been set
up to allow Iraq to pay for services that it receives from Iran, such as electricity and natural gas, as well as the
repayment of previous debts which are believed to number in the region of US $2 billion. This money has been
difficult for Iran to receive because the US re-imposed sanctions shortly after withdrawing from the 2015 nuclear
deal, subsequently ostracising Iran from the global banking system and rendering them unable to conduct
transactions in US dollars. The new set up will allow for transactions in Iraqi dinars and would therefore potentially
avoid breaking US sanctions.
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT
Countrywide Military/Security Situation
Northern Provinces

Turkish forces continued their military offensive throughout the course of this past week, as aircraft bombed a
number of targets across the region including villages in Smelan sub-district in northern Erbil governorate, In
another airstrike carried out by the Turkish military during the same period, at least four people were killed and five
wounded in an airstrike on the Kurtak Mountain and the Sidakan areas of Erbil Governate. Several casualties
resulted from the attacks, however some have not been verified. On Jun 30, Iranian troops shelled the border
areas of Kurdistan, aimed at Iranian-Kurdish opposition groups. A local government representative stated that no
casualties were reported after artillery fire landed in the Barda-Zardan region in northern Erbil province. On July
4, the Turkish military shelled areas in the province of Duhok, reportedly aiming for targets related to the Kurdistan
Workers Party. The artillery shelling targeted Kani Masi in the province of Duhok.
In the Kurdistan region, Sulaymaniyah Police Directorate announced that a citizen had killed his elder brother in
Shahrzur district, however there was no known motive for the killing. An unknown number of residents marched in
Ranya on July 1 to protest Turkish airstrikes that killed six civilians over the past week across Kurdistan. A local
reporter said that the demonstrators gathered at the Ranya Grand Mosque before marching to the city’s public
park. The protesters subsequently released a statement condemning what it called the Turkish “occupation” of
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[10]
garda.com

Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report
6 July 2019
Kurdistan. The protestors allegedly vented their frustrations about the lack of vocal criticism from their own MPs
towards Turkey’s actions. Meanwhile in Sulaimaniyah, the Kurdish security organisation Asayish prevented a
group of journalists from the Kurdistan Free Society Movement from entering Kalar city on July 1. The group
reportedly attempted to enter Kalar on Monday evening to produce an investigative report on women in the area
but were prevented from entering the area at the Barluti checkpoint. No details were provided by either party as
to why access was reportedly denied.
The Iraqi army carried out an anti-IS operation in Sekheirat area, west of Mosul, killing two IS militants. The Joint
Operations Command also reported that a tunnel complex was also targeted, along with several militants that were
killed whilst hiding inside. US-led coalition aircraft targeted an IS vehicle and killed three militants to the west of
al-Munayif Mountain in a desert area near the border with Syria. Multiple agricultural fires were recorded in Jurn
and Hammam al-Alil sub-districts, south of Mosul (NFDK). A mass grave containing the remains of 19 policemen
– believed to have been killed by IS - was discovered near the village of Mhenne in Qayyarah sub-district. Six
legacy IEDs reportedly detonated near an oil pipeline that links Kirkuk to the Turkish port of Ceyhan, approximately
70 km south of Mosul causing material damage and fires in the surrounding areas.
In Kirkuk, two civilians were killed and a child was wounded when five mortar shells, launched by IS militants,
impacted in the village of Umm Qasir in al-Abbasi sub-district. A court announced on Jun 27 that three recently
arrested IS members had confessed to being behind several farm fires that have impacted large areas across
northern Iraq. A spokesperson for the criminal court mentioned to local media sources that the militants had been
instructed to destroy agricultural areas in and around Kirkuk, having admitted to starting hundreds of fires.IS has
already claimed responsibility for these fires. ISF dismantled a terrorist cell and arrested its leaders in Kirkuk
province. A spokesperson for the Directorate of Military Intelligence claimed they had succeeded in dismantling a
terrorist cell in the al-Halwat area of al-Zaab district and arrest the leaders. The spokesperson added that the cell
had planned to carry out extensive terrorist operations within the province. One civilian was wounded when a
roadside IED detonated near the Himreen Mountains (NFDK). Approximately 35 contractors demonstrated in
Kirkuk, demanding to be directly hired by their company. The demonstration ended at 1100, however no further
details are known at this stage. Several ISIS members in Daquq District shot at ISF members, killing one ISF
member and wounding four others.
On July 1 Iraqi federal police discovered several secret locations used by IS sleeper cells near Riyadh district,
west of Kirkuk province. The Iraqi forces raided the hideouts on Sunday and destroyed the location after seizing
different materials, according to a police press release. ISF found a number of taxation documents, materials used
for making bombs, dried food, extremist books, and dozens of Hashd al-Shaabi military uniforms kept in the
hideouts. Two drug traffickers were arrested in Makhmour district.
In Kirkuk, two ISF members were wounded when a roadside IED detonated near electric towers in Riyadh subdistrict. One civilian was wounded when a roadside IED detonated in the Quba Village area. 4 x IEDs, 1 x
explosive vest and one explosive charge were safely disarmed in an operation in the Zegaton Valley area in
Rashad sub-district of Hawijah. On July 5, an officer and three members of the federal police were reportedly
wounded when a roadside IED detonated against their patrol near the village of Tal Khadija in Daquq district. The
commander of the joint headquarters of Joint Operations, Major General Saad al-Harbiya announced the
destruction of two caches to IS containing explosive belts and military grade explosive materials near the Hamrin
Mountains. On July 3, several of cement factory' employees reportedly gathered outside the governorate building
in Kirkuk city to protest the delay of their monthly salary payments. On July 6 it was reported that 3 suspected
militants linked with IS were arrested during a search in Saleh al-Ajam, Hawijah. No further details were provided.
In Nineveh province two ISF members were killed when a road-side IED detonated against their security patrol
near the village of Abu Maria in Tal Afar district on July 1, 70 km west of Mosul. Two IS militants were reportedly
killed in a clash with the ISF-backed Sunni tribesmen near the village of Kabazah of Tal Abath sub-district. Four
IS militants were killed in a US-led coalition airstrike that targeted an underground tunnel system near the village
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of Ain al-Jahesh, south west of Mosul. The commander of the PMU 40th Bde survived an assassination attempt
when his vehicle came under sniper fire in al-Hadhar district, 90 km south of Mosul. Two IS militants were killed
in an operation near the village of Umm Hiram in Ba'aj district, where 2 x motorcycles, 2 x Ak-47 rifles, 1 x
explosives-rigged vest and multiple electronic devices were found inside a shelter used by the terrorists.
In Nineveh province, a member of the IS-affiliated religious police ‘al-Hasbah’ was arrested in al-Ilam district in
eastern Mosul (NFDK). An IED reportedly detonated near a 400kv power transmission tower in Riyadh sub-district
of Hawijah, causing material damage. Four IS militants were killed as they were hiding inside an underground
tunnel in the Mount Sheik Ibrahim in Tal Afar district; however, it is unclear which branch of the ISF killed the IS
militants. On July 3, an IED reportedly detonated inside the house of a doctor in the Maliyah district in eastern
Mosul city; no casualties were reported as the house was empty at the time.
Meanwhile, in Salah-al-Din, a member of the federal police and one militant were killed, and three Iraqi Security
Force personnel wounded in an IS attack on an ISF compound in the village of Al-Farahatiyah in the Balad district.
Unknown individuals shot at ISF members in Ishaqi Subdistrict wounding four ISF members. On July 2, a Federal
Police EOD detachment safely disarmed three IEDs planted near the crude pipeline in Samarra district. ISF EOD
safely defused an IED planted at an unspecified location on Route Tampa / Hwy-1 in Baiji district (NFDK). On July
5, ISF carried out search operations near Tuz Khurmatu and arrested a suspected IS militant
In Diyala, two farmers were reportedly abducted in the outskirts of Qara Tepe sub-district in Khanaqin. NFDK. IPS
arrested 11 suspects on various criminal charges in a series of raids carried in Baqubah, Muqdadiyah, Bani Saad,
Hebheb, Wajihiyah, Khanaqin and al-Abbarah (NFDK). In Diyala, three PMU members were wounded in an IS
sniper attack near the village of Jamil Beck in the Aliwa area in the outskirts of Khanaqin district. An IED detonated
against a PMU vehicle elsewhere in Khanaqin district causing material damage. A farmer was killed and another
injured when a road-side IED detonated near an agricultural land in the village of Sheik Bawa in the outskirts of
Jalawla, northeast of Baquba. No one claimed responsibility for the incident. An ISF member was reportedly killed
when several IS militants staged an attack on a security post near the village of Hussein al-Hammadi in the
outskirts of Khan Bani Saad south-west of Baquba. A PMU safely disarmed four IEDs found during an intelligenceled operation in Imam Abbas, Shirk, Yousif Beck and the surrounding areas of Hilwan bridge and al-Wand River
in Khanaqin district. Two ISF members were wounded in an IED detonation near the village of al-Sa'adah in alNeda region of Muqdadiyah district. 20 villages in the Khanaqin area were evacuated due to increased IS activity
and lack of security, a Peshmerga commander has said.
The security forces arrested members of a terrorist cell responsible for the recent bombings in Baquba; the arrested
militants reportedly confessed to their involvement. A statement issued by the Media Center of the Supreme
Judicial Council said that the five members of the cell are accused of belonging to the Daesh terrorist organization
and confessed to the recent bombings that occurred during the Eid al-Fitr in Al-Ma'almin area in Baquba. The
suspects were seized in possession of various weapons, night-vision devices and an explosive belt. Finally, on
July 1, local media sources reported multiple mortars landed in near a security outpost in the Hashimyat area, 13
km west of Baqubah. An exchange of gunfire followed shortly after the mortar fire, resulting in one ISF member
being killed. A fight broke out between 100 members of the Federal Police in Habhab sub-district on the same
day that eventually escalated into small arms fire, however no injuries were reported. Three ISF members were
wounded when a roadside IED detonated in Mandali sub-district. Meanwhile in Diyala, several gunmen in Baquba
district shot at civilian's house causing material damage. Several ISIS members in Abu Sayda sub-district shot
and wounded one civilian near his home.
On July 4 Iraqi Police arrested 12 suspects on various criminal charges in a series of raids carried in Baqubah,
Jalawla, Hebheb and Wajihiya; one of which was believed to be terror-related. PMU forces engaged in a largescale anti-IS security operation in the al-Wand River Basin, approximately 100 km north east of Baqubah. A civilian
was killed when a grenade detonated inside a marketplace in the village of al-Hasawiyah in the outskirts of alWajihiya sub-district in northeastern Diyala. Several gunmen opened fire on an ISF checkpoint, killing one ISF
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member in Habhab sub-district. The motive or the identity of the attackers is unknown. On July 6, both ISF and
local villagers thwarted an attack by IS militants in a rural area near Jalawla, located approximately 70 kilometres
north east of Baqubah. The militants were pushed back after initially attacking one of the locals, leaving one militant
killed.
Anbar Province

In Anbar province on Jun 30 two IS militants were reportedly killed during an exchange with a shepherd from the
al-Jughiafi tribe in the desert area region of Rutbah district, following their attempt to steal his livestock (NFDK).
On July 1 five IS would-be suicide bombers were killed by the ISF as they attempted to infiltrate into the Traifawi
area in Qaim district near the Syrian border, the Security Media Cell said in a statement.
A bomb-laden vehicle was safely dismantled, and multiple militants were arrested in an intelligence-led operation
in the desert located between 35 and 50 Kilo areas, west of Ramadi. The device was allegedly intended to be
detonated inside the Ramadi city. No further details were released about the incident.
PMU forces, supported by helicopters, engaged in a large-scale search operation in and around the Saad former
military base, along with areas IVO: Ras al-Ajrami, Ras al-Oud, Ras al-Nesr, Husseiniya, Zour Houran, Dham alHaraj, al-Kawra, Umm al-Awadin and al-Melsi dam in Rutbah district. This was a coordinated operation to eliminate
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IS sleeper cells (NFDK). Meanwhile on July 2 the local PMU commander in western Anbar Qasim Musleh said
that six IS militants were arrested in Qaim and resulted in several fuel tankers being destroyed. The arrests also
led to the identification of an underground tunnel system that had been used by the militants. The security
operation was conducted IVO al-Waziyya, al-Udan, Madisis, Medisis Dam, Wadi al-Halkum, Qa'ara and Mana'iyat
villages between Qaim and Rutbah in western Anbar province.
Meanwhile, on July 2, a quantity of cached munitions found and seized in a search operation between Qaim and
Rutbah (NFDK). An ISF EOD team disarmed a legacy explosives-rigged vest in the Golan neighbourhood in
northern Fallujah city, without incident. In eastern Ramadi, two drug traffickers were arrested in Jazirat alKhalidiya. During July 4, four suspected IS militants were killed and their vehicle destroyed when tribal fighters
raided their hideout in the area of Akashat near the border with Syria. Coalition aircraft carried out an airstrike on
a suspected IS hideout south of Sneislah Lake close to the border with Syria, resulting in approximately four
militants being killed. A heavy machine gun, 27 x anti-tank guided missiles, 3 x 82mm mortar' barrels and one
60mm mortar' barrel were seized during a search operation in the surrounding areas of the Baghdad-Amman
highway.

Capital Region (Including Baghdad City)
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ISF arrested two suspects under Article IV- terrorism charges in Ghazaliyah area in Mansour district and a third in
connection with a tribal-related small arms fire attack in Hussainiyah, north east of Baghdad. ISF arrested four
men in the Palestine Street area in Rusafa district suspected of smuggling antiquities. Two people were reportedly
wounded in a grenade attack on a shop in the Urr district of Adhamiyah district. Meanwhile, a PMU detachment
seized quantities of cached weapons and munitions in an operation in the village of Sheik Amir in the Dhabitiyah
area, north of Baghdad. It is unknown whether the arms cache belonged to a terrorist cell or criminal entity.
A low-yield IED exploded in the district of Jaguk area in north west Baghdad late on Jun 30; reports indicated that
two people injured, the motive for the attack is currently unknown.
A terror suspect was arrested in Saba al-Bour, north of Baghdad (NFDK). Approximately 150 civilians held a
demonstration at Tahrir Square, demanding the release of prisoners who have been imprisoned without being
convicted. The demonstration ended at 1130. Meanwhile, around 200 street vendors held a demonstration
demanding that the government allow them to operate their food carts in the New Baghdad area. The
demonstration lasted until 1230. A hand grenade detonated in front of a school in the Fadhiliyah area causing
material damage. An assailant in the Zafaraniya area stabbed and killed one civilian. Several gunmen opened
fire on the Secretary General of the al-Theqa Party whilst he was in his vehicle in the Jurf al-Nadadf area. The
gun shots caused material damage with no reported injuries, the motive for the attack is unknown.
In Baghdad City during the reporting period the son and nephew of the head of the civil defence directorate,
Brigadier General Khadim Bohan al-Uqaili, were killed a tribal-related small arms fire attack targeted his house in
Fadhiliyah area of New Baghdad district. This incident is the third of its kind against al-Uqaili's house this year.
An armed robbery targeted the home of a civilian in al-Rashad area of New Baghdad district. Approximately 500
Ministry of Health employees held a demonstration demanding better pay in front of the Ministry of Health in the
Bab al-Moudhm area. The demonstration ended at 1400 without incident.
On July 3, ISF reported three counter-terror arrests in Ghazaliyah, Madain and Saba al-Bour. ISF conducted a
security operation in Jazirat al-Karma, Bani Zaid and Janabat villages, where they searched for illegal weapons
and IS sleeper cells. Approximately 30 civilians held a demonstration demanding better services in the Saba alBour area. A gunman shot and wounded five civilians following a dispute in the Jisr Diyala area.
In Baghdad City, two people, including a woman, were wounded with a knife during an argument in the al-Meydan
area of Rusafa district on July 4. Approximately 300 civilians held a demonstration near the Prime Minister's office
in the Alawi area. The protestors were demanding employment. Demonstrations experienced over the past week
in the areas of Tahrir Square, Zayouna and Zayouna area are still ongoing, however there has not been any
reports of unrest. A hand grenade reportedly detonated outside a civilian's house in the Baladiyat area of New
Baghdad district, however no casualties were reported. Local media reported that several military college cadets
staged a sit-in IVO IZ-based Ministry of Defence in Baghdad on July 4 over an alleged delay in the admission
process. Finally, Tribal fighting has continued in the Fadhiliyah after the killing of a Brigadier’s son and nephew on
July 2, resulting in one person being killed and two wounded.
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In Babel province, civilian was wounded when an armed man in a black car opened fire at a shop in al-Thawra
district, Hillah city. On July 1, an individual travelling from Baghdad was arrested at a security checkpoint north of
Hillah in possession of a quantity of narcotics.
On July 3 two Kata’ib Hezbollah (KH) members were wounded when a roadside IED detonated in Jurf al-Nasir
sub-district. No information is known about the motive of the attacker or the injuries sustained. In Nasiriyah,
approximately 70 civilians demonstrated in Ur subdistrict on Jun 29, demanding better services. The demonstration
ended at 2200 local time and passed off without incident.
On July 2, dozens of private generator owners staged a sit-in outside the provincial council building in Diwaniyah
city, protesting over cuts to the subsidies. A woman was killed and three men wounded in a tribal skirmish occurred
in the Summer sub-district, north of Diwaniyah. Several suspects subsequently arrested. A gun dealer was
arrested in the Salahiya sub-district, north-west of Diwaniyah. On July 5 approximately 20 civilians held a
demonstration demanding jobs and better services in Hamzah district.
In Dhi Qar, the home of a civilian was reported to have been subjected to a SAF attack in Shatrah district, north of
Nasiriyah; no casualties were reported. Three suspects - in possession of two assault rifles and one handgun were arrested by security forces after a brief chase; the incident is thought to be related to a personal dispute. On
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June 30, dozens of civilians gathered at the al-Shaheed traffic square in central Suq al-Shuyukh district, south of
Nasiriyah, to protest lack of basic services and poor electricity provision, demonstrators later attempted to storm
the local council building and reportedly stoned ISF security guards. Local media reporting that the local council
building of Islah district, east of Nasiriyah was reportedly set ablaze by several angry protesters demanding
improved services. several tyres were set on fire and multiple tents installed. It was also rumoured that IPS fired
multiple warning shots to control situation at the scene and to evacuate few members of the council who were
locked inside. Dozens of workshop owners gathered outside the provincial council building in Nasiriyah, to protest
an alleged increase in their rent payments. A local resident of Muthanna province was arrested at a security
checkpoint in Bat'ha sub-district north of Nasiriyah for allegedly promoting the dissolved Baath Party on social
media.
During the reporting period, Iraqi police arrested three suspects in connection with a tribal-related SAF attack in
which a civilian's house was targeted at an unspecified location in Maysan province (NFDK). On July 5, 50 civilians
held a demonstration demanding jobs and better services in al-Amarah district. The demonstration ended at 1845.
Approximately 75 contractors held a demonstration demanding to be directly hired in Kahla district. Meanwhile,
around 50 protestors gathered in al-Amarah to demand jobs and improved basic services. A further demonstration
was held in the Kahla district where approximately 75 contractors demanded to be hired on a full-time basis. The
protest passed off without incident.
In Muthanna, several municipal workers held a protest outside the provincial council building in Samawah, calling
on the local government to change their employment status from daily-paid to contractor. Approximately 75
civilians held a demonstration demanding jobs and better services in Samawa district. The demonstration ended
at 1900.
In Basra province, local media reported that riot police reportedly dispersed a gathering of angry protestors outside
the private residence of Sabah al-Bazouni, chairman of Basra provincial council on the night of June 28. It was
reported that the protestors attempted to break into his house, subsequently demanding improved basic services
and to place more emphasis on tackling corruption. Other sources claimed that al-Bazouni relatives fired multiple
shots into the air to keep the gathering away from the house, however this could not be confirmed. No casualties
were reported. On the evening of Jun 29, 150 protestors had gathered in the Abdul Kareem Square near the Old
Basra Governate before moving towards the Governor’s Guest House on the Corniche with the ISF in attendance
and overseeing the gathering. The event was unauthorised; therefore the BaOC Commander gave the
demonstrators 30 minutes to disperse from the area, however they failed to leave, and this resulted in a small
amount of tear gas being directed towards the crowd to aid the dispersal. The crowds eventually dispersed, and a
small number of arrests were made. Demonstrations were also recorded at the Martyrs roundabout on the Umm
Qasr road in Khor al-Zubayr, with protestors issuing demands for the government to act on unemployment rates,
political corruption, improving basic services and in some case the removal of foreign workers to upon up
employment opportunities for Basrawis. A gunman in Abi Sakhir area shot and killed two civilians.
In Basra during the night of June 29, a civil activist named Kadhim al-Sahlani was reportedly abducted at gunpoint
at an unspecified location in Basra city (NFDK). On the morning of June 30, Hundreds of civilians gathered IVO
new Basra governorate building in Maq’il district, demanding improved services and job opportunities, the
demonstrators withdrew shortly after governor Asaad al-Eidani turned up at the venue, The local and federal
governments were given a ten-day deadline to meet their demands and protesters reportedly threatened with
further escalation like roads closures and sit-ins around ports and oil concessions in the province in response to
any failure. At 0815 hrs on Jun 30 it was reported that approximately 35 people gathered to the north of the SICIM
camp in Burjesia area of Zubair district seeking employment. The ISF were in attendance and the protest ended
at 1030 hrs.
On July 3 the IPS arrested seven suspected individuals for their involvement in a tribal feud that had previously
erupted at a farm near the Jabal Sanam area in Safwan sub-district, near the Kuwaiti border, over an alleged land
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ownership dispute. The IPS arrested an alleged drug trafficker in possession of 440 grams of crystal meth at a
security checkpoint north of Basra. Meanwhile, there was a gathering of protestors outside the Basra Provincial
Council (BPC) on July 4, which was a follow-on from previous protests over the course of the past week. Several
journalists were in attendance and the demonstration passed off without incident. A group of journalists attended
the Basra Provincial Council on July 4 to protest about the BaOC commander’s threatening remarks towards
journalists who cover the protests. Lt. Gen Qassim Nazzal al-Maliki had previously warned journalists that they
risked being treated the same as the protestors. The journalists subsequently demanded an apology from Lt. Gen
al-Maliki. In a separate demonstration, approximately 30 teachers on July 4 gathered at the Zubayr Education
Office, demanding that a law is enacted to help prevent teachers from being physically harmed.

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld

[18]
garda.com

Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report
6 July 2019

ACRONYM LIST
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest
AKA - Also Known As
AO - Area of Operations
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED
AQ - Al-Qaeda
AT - Anti-Tank
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED
BBIED - Body Borne IED
Bde - Brigade
Bn - Battalion
BXP - Border Crossing Point
CET - Convoy Escort Team
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens
CoP - Chief of Police
CP - Check Point
C-PERS - Captured Personnel
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems)
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack
DBS - Drive by Shooting
Div - Division
DoD - Department of Defense
DoS - Department of State
DoS - US Department of State
ECP - Entry Control Point
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad)
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War
FoM - Freedom of Movement
GoI - Government of Iraq
HCN - Host Country National
HG - Hand Grenade
HME - Home Made Explosive
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun
HVT - High Value Target
IC - International Community
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars)
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission
IED - Improvised Explosive Device
IM - International Military
IOC - International Oil Company
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher
IS - Islamic State
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point
IVO - In Vicinity Of
IZ - International Zone
KIA - Killed in Action
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED)
MIA - Missing in Action
MoD - Ministry of Defense
MoF - Ministry of Finance
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education
MoI - Ministry of Interior
MoJ - Ministry of Justice
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MoO - Ministry of Oil
MoT - Ministry of Transportation
MSR - Main Supply Route
NFDK - No Further Details Known
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity)
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report
OCG - Organized Crime Group
OPF - Oil Protection Force
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN
Term)
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF)
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF)
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire
PSC - Private Security Company
PSD - Private Security Detail
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade
RTA - Road Traffic Accident
SAF - Small Arms Fire
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE
SF - Special Forces
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest
TCN - Third Country National
TCP - Traffic Control Point
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint
WIA - Wounded in Action
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and
our clients in their decision-making.
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily,
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for,
manage, and respond to risks.
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972)
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com

GARDAWORLD
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions.
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives,
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their
business.
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com
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