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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Current US-Iran tensions, compounded by downing of a US drone by Iran on Jun 20 and the US assessment 

that Iran was responsible for the June 13, 2019 attacks on shipping in the Gulf of Oman, have led to the 

heightened possibility of attacks against US interests in Iraq.  A rocket attack targeting the International Zone 

on May 19, 2019, and the Rumaila oilfield and Burjisiya in Basra province on Jun 18 and 19, 2019 respectively 

was most likely carried out by rogue militia factions with ties to Iran and is consistent with standing patterns of 

Shia militia activity in Baghdad and the southern region at times of heightened political tensions.  Rocket attacks 

against the IZ are not unprecedented however the threat of further attacks from Iran-aligned militia elements, 

including kidnap and rocket attacks, is assessed as credible in the event of further escalation.  

 

▪ Political tensions remain high in the southern regions and sporadic protests continue to take place in Basra and 

other provinces in the south.  Protest activity, driven mainly by financial grievances and calls for improvements 

in essential services have continued in 2019, but not to the same level as 2018’s “summer of discontent” when 

widespread violence materialized throughout the southern region.  However, as the weather continues to heat 

up, protest activity, as expected, is increasing in the south and with the summer months now beginning, there 

are fears that if the electricity supply does not see considerable improvements protests are likely to grow in 

number, similar to last year, with the possible ensuing violence representing the first major test of Prime Minister 

Mahdi. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest attack in 

Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the multi low-yield IED attacks in New Baghdad district on Aug 06, also 

underlines the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  

Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the attack is not assessed to change the security situation in the 

capital which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attack demonstrates that IS continues to have 

the capability and intent to launch attacks of this nature within the City.  

 

▪ Following weeks of speculation with regards to the longer-term status of the International Zone (IZ) that was 

partially opened to the public in December 2018, on June 04, 2019 the IZ was fully opened to the public on a 

24/7 basis.  The move is seen as part of an attempt by the government to head off criticism that security is 

starting to deteriorate in the country, amidst reports of increased attacks in northern Iraq and fires in rural 

farmlands. Regardless, the move marks an important moment that symbolizes the increased stability that has 

been felt in the capital over the last two years.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

PM Mahdi orders new safety measures in wake of PMF ammunition depot explosion 
Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has ordered comprehensive safety measures in ISF ammunition storage 

following the Camp Falcon ammunition explosion on Aug 12.  A statement carried by the official website of the 

prime minister on Aug 13 said that Abdul Mahdi visited the scene of the explosion, accompanied by the minister 

of interior and leaders of the PMF.  Abdul Mahdi also reviewed initial reports on the casualties and the measures 

implemented following the blast. He also ordered compensation to be paid to the family of the victim killed in the 

explosion. 

Iraq PM cancels permits for military aircraft 
Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has banned local and foreign military aircraft from using the country's 

airspace without his authorisation.  The Prime Minister’s office stated on Aug 15 that "Abdul Mahdi, the general 

commander of the armed forces, cancelled all aviation permits granted for Iraqi or foreign bodies to carry out 

reconnaissance or armed reconnaissance operations or fly fighter jets, helicopters or drones of any kind in the 

country's airspace".  "The prime minister or anyone he authorises would have the exclusive right to issue aviation 

permits.  Any plane that violates the decision would be deemed hostile and would be immediately targeted by our 

air defence systems.  

No 'real resistance' from IS in recent operations: Iraqi PM 
Iraqi Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi stated on Aug 09 that the country’s security forces have yet to encounter 

“real resistance” from Islamic State fighters in recent nationwide operations to eradicate the group’s remnants. 

“The third phase of the Operation Will of Victory continues. So far, we have not encountered real resistance from 

Daesh in areas described by some media outlets and foreign people as dangerous areas” Mahdi stated.  Iraqi 

security forces have been “getting great results,” he added 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political  
 

Najaf-based leaders criticise Federal Government 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi and his government have faced a wave of criticism from Najaf-based 

religious leaders and allied political blocs, over the government’s failure to meet its electoral programs.  Ahmed al-

Safi, the aid to Grand Ayatollah Sistani, delivered a sermon on Aug 09 that was nationally considered to be a 

warning to the government, and questioned why corruption continued and where national budgetary funds were 

being spent. Meanwhile, Saeroon Member of Parliament Amjad Hashim al-Aqabi said that the Prime Minister has 

violated the law twice in recent times and said that his attitude and actions indicate a lack of respect for the Iraqi 

Parliament. Husam Husseini, a National Wisdom Movement (NWM) Member of Parliament, said that whilst NWM 

were unwilling to withdraw support for Abdul Mahdi as this would further complicate the issue, but added that the 

message from the sermon is clear – Najaf is discontent with the Government’s performance, as indicated by their 

foray back into politics which they have attempted to limit their involvement in, in recent years.   

 

Iraqi Shia cleric calls for expulsion of US ambassador 

Iraqi Shia cleric Yousif al-Nasri has called for the expulsion of the US ambassador in Iraq and the closure of the 

embassy. Nasri, the assistant secretary-general of the Shia Al-Nujaba Movement, told press on Aug 16 that the 

US was attempting to “destabilise the situation [in the country] and spread chaos”.  Iran-backed Shia militias in 

Iraq had previously called for the closure of the US embassy in Baghdad after audio of a purported conversation 

between an Iraqi commander and CIA agent was leaked.  A website published what it has said is an audio 

recording of a senior Iraqi commander giving coordinates of militias to a CIA agent over the phone.  This also 

comes amid rising tension in the region between the US and Iran and appears to be part of a campaign 

spearheaded by Shia groups in Iraq that want to expel US forces from the country.  Nasri recently sparked a 

debate in the country after he described the armed forces as "mercenaries". He also called for the Shia-led 

paramilitary Popular Mobilisation Forces to replace the army in the country.  Al-Nujaba Movement (Harakat 

Hezbollah al-Nujaba) is a major Shia group that is said to be funded by Iran 

 

Iraq rejects Israeli participation in coalition to secure Gulf 

Iraq’s Foreign Minister Mohammed al-Hakim has stated that Iraq rejects the participation of Israel in the US-led 

coalition to secure navigation in the Gulf, with the minister reasserting the ability of the Gulf Arab countries to 

secure the passage of tankers.  According to al-Hakim, Iraq is trying to reduce tensions in the region and the 

presence of foreign forces in the Straits of Hormuz in particular, would only increase tension.  Meanwhile, the 

commander of the Iranian Revolutionary Guard’s navy, Alireza Tangsiri, warned that “any illegitimate presence by 

the Zionists in the waters of the Gulf could spark a war”.  Later this week, during a phone call between Iraq’s 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mohammed Ali al-Hakim, and his counterpart in the Palestinian Authority, Riyadh al-

Maliki, al-Hakim reiterated Iraq’s support for the Palestinian cause and stated that Iraq rejects any decisions that 

gives Palestinian lands to Israel.  

 

Four Iraqi Yazidi parties form coalition 

Four Yazidi parties in Iraq have announced that they have formed a coalition.  According to the report on the NGO-

funded Kirkuk Now website, the four parties announced the "Yazidi Coalition" on Aug 08 in Sinjar (aka Shingal) in 

Nineveh Province following months of talks.  It named the four parties as the Yazidi Movement for Progress and 

Reform, the Democratic Yazidi Party, the Yazidi Freedom and Democracy Party (PADE) and the Yazidi Progress 

Party.  The coalition reportedly has three aims. First, it aims to establish a new local administration in the district 

of Sinjar and the sub-district of Qahtaniya. Second, it hopes to form a Yazidi military force, half of which would be 

made up of members of existing Yazidi forces in Sinjar, with the rest constituted by Yazidi civilians.  Third, it aims 

to participate in elections under one list called the "Yazidi Coalition” but stipulates that any seats that it obtains 

would be distributed among the constituent parties. 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

17 August 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [7] 
                       garda.com 

 

Security 
 

PM Mahdi orders new safety measures in wake of PMF ammunition depot explosion 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has ordered comprehensive safety measures in ISF ammunition storage 

following the Camp Falcon ammunition explosion on Aug 12.  A statement carried by the official website of the 

prime minister on Aug 13 said that Abdul Mahdi visited the scene of the explosion, accompanied by the minister 

of interior and leaders of the PMF.  Abdul Mahdi also reviewed initial reports on the casualties and the measures 

implemented following the blast. He ordered compensation to be paid to the family of the victim killed in the 

explosion.  He further instructed the authorities to complete the investigations to reveal the reasons behind the 

blast, the statement added.   

 

Iraq PM cancels permits for military aircraft 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has banned local and foreign military aircraft from using the country's 

airspace without his authorisation.  The Prime Minister’s office stated on Aug 15 that "Abdul Mahdi, the general 

commander of the armed forces, cancelled all aviation permits granted for Iraqi or foreign bodies to carry out 

reconnaissance or armed reconnaissance operations or fly fighter jets, helicopters or drones of any kind in the 

country's airspace".  "The prime minister or anyone he authorises would have the exclusive right to issue aviation 

permits.  Any plane that violates the decision would be deemed hostile and would be immediately targeted by our 

air defence systems”.   

 

IS flaunts resumed "attrition" campaign attacks 

Islamic State group has claimed carrying out 152 attacks in ten days as part of its "attrition” campaign. In an 

infographic that appeared in the latest edition of IS’s flagship weekly newspaper al-Naba, the group also claimed 

causing 592 casualties worldwide from 2 to 11 August.  In early June, the group claimed attacks under its campaign 

of "attrition" that it had launched and ran for three days.  Under that campaign, the group claimed carrying out 61 

attacks and killing or injuring 332 people in an infographic published in al-Naba.  IS resumed its "attrition" campaign 

on 2 August when it started referring to it in the wording of its claims.  According to the latest infographic, the 

highest number of attacks was reported in Iraq with 55, followed by Syria and Afghanistan where IS claimed 49 

and 21 attacks respectively.  Most attacks, 67, were carried out using Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs).  The 

infographic also claimed IS had destroyed 60 vehicles over a period of a week.   IS's "attrition" campaign appears 

to be aimed at playing up the group's capabilities and spurs its "soldiers" to fight on despite major territorial losses 

it suffered in both Iraq and Syria. 

 

No 'real resistance' from IS in recent operations: Iraqi PM 
Iraqi Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi stated on Aug 09 that the country’s security forces have yet to encounter 

“real resistance” from Islamic State fighters in recent nationwide operations to eradicate the group’s remnants. 

“The third phase of the Operation Will of Victory continues. So far, we have not encountered real resistance from 

Daesh in areas described by some media outlets and foreign people as dangerous areas” Mahdi stated.  Iraqi 

security forces have been “getting great results,” he added. Meanwhile, according to the US Secretary of Defence’s 

Lead Inspector General report to US Congress published on Aug 06, “ISIS is rebuilding in remote territory, which 

is hard for Iraqi forces to secure”, and is “able to recruit in these areas [Iraq’s northern and western provinces] 

using family and tribal connections”, it warned.  In response, PM Mahdi stated "We have repeatedly said that the 

fight against Daesh will be a long one. No one said it would be short”. “However, we have made big achievements 

gains Daesh. They do not have fighting bases, except for some checkpoints here and there, but they are not 

considerable” he added.  Saad Maan, spokesperson for the Iraqi Interior Ministry, said late on Aug 09 that Iraqi 

forces had arrested three IS sleeper cells in Mosul, although he did not clarify whether the arrests formed part of 

operation Will of Victory.      

          

IS acknowledges US report on its 'regrouping' in Syria, Iraq 

Islamic State has also acknowledged the US government report that warned of a resurgence by its militants in 

Syria and Iraq in IS’ weekly flagship paper al-Naba, which was published on Aug 08.  The report, issued by the 
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Department of Defence's inspector general on Aug 06, was widely reported by mainstream US media.  The report 

says that despite the end to IS’s physical “caliphate” in Syria, thousands of IS fighters remain in the country and 

neighbouring Iraq. It adds that militants are "carrying out attacks and working to rebuild their capabilities".  In 

August, IS resumed claiming attacks under its campaign of "attrition" that it had launched in early June.  The group 

also continues to release episodes as part of a muscle-flexing video series that started on Jun 15.  The IS report 

in the Arabic-language jihadist publication was featured in the "Events of the week" section - a page dedicated to 

covering news from around the world that point to the political and security flaws of IS’s enemies.  Al-Naba's title 

for the short report reads: "The Pentagon: Islamic State has rebuilt its ranks and strengthened its capabilities".  The 

paper translates the following line from "Executive summary" of the US report: "Despite losing its territorial 

“caliphate”, the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS) solidified its insurgent capabilities in Iraq and was resurging 

in Syria this quarter".  Al-Naba refers to IS as "Islamic State" rather than "ISIS".  Al-Naba also refers to the following 

line from the US report: "ISIS has been able to regroup and sustain operations in Iraq and Syria in part because 

the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) and Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) remain unable to sustain long-term operations, 

conduct multiple operations simultaneously, or hold territory that they have cleared of ISIS militants."  The IS 

publication also stated that the US report added that IS has employed targeted assassinations, ambushes and 

"martyrdom operations" in Iraq and Syria.  The latest al-Naba newspaper was published via IS's channels on the 

messaging app Telegram. 

 

Kurdish MP says IS mounts attacks in Iraq’s disputed areas 

Islamic State in Iraq has increased its deadly attacks in the country’s disputed territories in recent months, an Iraqi 

MP stated to Kurdish media on Aug 13.  Sherko Mirwais, Kurdish MP in the Baghdad parliament from the Patriotic 

Union (PUK) of Kurdistan, told the party’s PUK media website that there is a “security gap” in the disputed area. 

He said the gap could be filled through joint operations by the Iraqi federal forces and the Kurdish Peshmerga 

armed forces, adding that the federal troops have not been able to provide adequate security on their own with IS 

continuing to mount attacks, capitalising on the security vacuum.  The Iraqi Kurdish MP said: “The central 

government continues to prevent the [Kurdish] Peshmerga [forces] from returning to those regions because of 

false reports it receives from incumbent [non-Kurdish] local military and intelligence commanders”.  He said: “All 

those security vacuums in the disputed areas will not be filled without the presence of the Peshmerga forces, which 

is why it is imperative that coordination takes place between the Iraqi army and the Peshmerga to confront IS”, 

adding that “dozens of areas are still outside the control of the Iraqi [federal] forces".   Asked what he thinks of a 

major IS attack that hit Iraqi internal security forces on Aug 01 in the majority Kurdish Kolajo area of Diyala 

Province, he said: “It is a wide and vast geographic region and the [federal] forces stationed there have not been 

able to control it.”  He said: “More disastrous [events] will take place if we do not quickly care for those areas”. 

 

Iraq to form Kurdish majority force in Kirkuk 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has reportedly decided to form a majority Kurdish, multi-ethnic armed force 

in Kirkuk Province, according to the Iraqi Kurdish SNN website of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK).  The 

prime minister took the decision after representatives of the province’s ethnic and religious components recently 

reached an agreement to establish a new armed force to replace the Iraqi army in Kirkuk, the Kurdish outlet said.  

The news website said local Kurds will make up 40 per cent of the new force, 30 per cent of its ranks will be filled 

by Arabs and another 30 per cent of its positions will be held by members of the Turkmen community.  “The 

formation of the force will begin after a governor is appointed for Kirkuk. A governor will be appointed after Eid al-

Adha,” said PUK media officer Ali Qalaiyee.  He said a new Kirkuk governor will be appointed based on a recent 

deal struck by the PUK and the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), the two main Iraqi Kurdish parties leading the 

Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in Erbil.   

 

KRG working on solution to halt Turkish airstrikes in northern KR-I 

Kurdish authorities are reportedly working on a solution to halt Turkish airstrikes and Iranian shelling on targets 

inside the Kurdistan Region’s territory, former president Masoud Barzani said on Aug 12. “We are concerned about 

the challenging situation on the border … with shelling and … bombings … be it from Iran or Turkey,” Barzani told 

an audience of elders and veteran Peshmerga fighters in the town of Choman, near the Iranian border. He was 
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applauded for saying any solution must not provoke Kurdish infighting. “We are working on it in a way that Kurdish 

blood should not be shed by Kurds. This has become a fundamental principle for us.”  

Humanitarian 
 
ISF members wounded fighting IS to receive full pensions 

Iraq’s Defence Minister stated on Aug 12 that all members of the security forces who were injured during the fight 

against IS will be able to retire with full pensions.  Minister of Defence Najah al-Shimmari said that the government 

was committed to upholding the rights of those who were wounded and providing for the families of those who 

were killed in the line of duty. He added that the ministry would continue to care for those where were injured, 

including arranging for medical procedures abroad if necessary.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In the Kurdistan region, Turkish fighter jets killed 6 x PKK terrorists in airstrikes in the Gara and Haftanin regions 

of Dohuk province on Aug 10 and a further two PKK militants in air strikes in the Gara region on Aug 13.  Airstrikes 

were also launched in the Zab area of Dohuk province on Aug 16 as part of the ongoing “Operation Claw” against 

PKK insurgents in northern Iraq.  Other areas targeted between 13 and 15 Aug included Khalifan, Lelkan, Siran 

and the Khwakurk area, near the town of Sidakan in the north of Erbil Province. 

 

Meanwhile, in Nineveh this week , the US military has announced the death of one of its soldiers in Iraq’s northern 

Nineveh province during what it described as a combat mission along with Iraqi security forces, without elaborating 

on the circumstances. In a statement, US Central Command (CENTCOM) said “one US service member died 

today (Aug 10) during an Iraqi Security Force mission in Nineveh province, Iraq, while advising and accompanying 

the (Iraqi security forces) during a planned operation.  Iraqi Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi has also reasserted 

that the withdrawal of the PMF from the areas it controls will take place, despite resistance to a brigade’s withdrawal 

from the Nineveh Plains earlier last week.  “Talks with PMU leaders to ensure unit withdrawals are ongoing”, the 

Iraqi Prime Minister said, although “no pressure has been applied by the Iraqi government on any Hashd units to 

start obeying the decree”, Mahdi added.  However, “the assignment of deadlines by which integration of its units 

into the Iraqi army should take place”.  Eventually, “only the Iraqi security forces will have checkpoints in the 
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Nineveh Plains,” he affirmed.  Security incidents in the province during the reporting period included the Aug 14 

SAF attack by IS against ISF in Qayyarah in which 2 IS militants were killed and another IS instigated SAF attack 

which resulted in the death of a PMF member in al-Ma'mun district in western Mosul city.  It was also reported that 

artillery assets of the US-led Coalition targeted multiple IS positions near Qayyarah airbase, south of Mosul on 

Aug 15. The US military command said in a statement today that "the operation took place in Nineveh province, in 

coordination with the Iraqi government, and involved US soldiers from the 2nd Field Artillery Battalion and the 1st 

Brigade Combat Team of the 101st Airborne Division.  

 

There were no notable changes observed in Kirkuk province where the majority of hostilities remain confined to 

Daquq district in the south east of the province.  Activity this week was again characterised by asymmetric attacks 

targeting ISF and the civilian population.  In addition, the PMF announced that it had foiled an IS plot to attack 

civilians in Kirkuk province during the Eid period (Aug 11-16).  The commander of the 22nd Bde, Abdullah Attia al-

Shaghanbi stated that a joint force from the 20th and 22nd Brigades of the PMF and the 6th Division of the Federal 

Police carried out an intelligence-led operation in a number of villages in the Rashad area.  The mission was 

conducted in tandem with current ISF CT operations in the Kasab and Hamrin mountains area near the Rashad 

and Riyadh districts of Kirkuk province.  The Ministry of Defence also announced that ISF had successfully 

dismantled three terrorist cells comprising multiple militants including a senior IS commander in Hawija district on 

Aug 13 and large military reinforcements were deployed to Makhmour district on Aug 11, in preparation for the 

launch of a large-scale security operation in and around Mount Qaracheaux in Makhmour, designed to eliminate 

IS sleeper cells. It was also reported that around midnight on Aug 11, two federal police members were killed, and 

two others were wounded when suspected IS militants attacked a security outpost near the village of Ali Seray, 

Daquq district, and IS reportedly carried out an overnight attack on Aug 14/15 killing at least three Iraqi government 

troops, also in the Daquq region.  In a separate incident on Aug 14, two federal police officers were wounded in a 

road-side IED detonation that targeted their vehicle near the village of Syed Ni'ma, west of Daquq and a Sunni 

tribesman was killed and another wounded during an exchange of gunfire with suspected IS militants near the 

village of Burghaliya, between Hawijah and Dibis districts on Aug 14.  Finally, an employee of the Ministry of 

Agriculture was wounded when a UVIED detonated beneath his vehicle in central Hawija district on Aug 15, and 

an unknown number of IS fighters attacked a PMF checkpoint in the Mahoz subdistrict of Hawijah on Aug 14, 

killing one PMF member and wounding another. 

 

Salah al-Din province has witnessed a number of coalition-led airstrikes against IS locations this week.  The Iraq 

Army stated that one of its helicopter gunships killed at least two gatherings of IS militants in the areas of Mutaibijah 

and Hawi al-Azim in Samarra on Aug 10.  A Mitsubishi lorry carrying a Katyusha rocket launcher was also 

destroyed in the operation.  Also on Aug 10, an unspecified number of IS militants were killed in a joint security 

operation in al-Kanus village, Shirqat district and a subsequent US-led coalition airstrike in the same area also 

killed a further unspecified number of IS members.  Meanwhile, the PMF reportedly thwarted an IS infiltration 

attempt involving one pickup truck and two militants, near Siniyah sub-district of Baiji and several gunmen opened 

fire at ISF members on the Alas Oil Field although no injuries were reported (NFDK).  A US-led coalition airstrike 

killed two IS militants including one would-be suicide bomber, aboard a pickup truck in the desert region in western 

Salah-al-Din province (location unknown) and Iraqi gunship helicopters killed eight IS militants and destroyed one 

vehicle in the al-Hawi area east of Samarra, both occurring on Aug 13. Finally, a Coalition airstrike in Bayji district 

killed two IS members and destroyed one vehicle and a second airstrike in Sharqat district destroyed one IS safe 

house on Aug 15.   

 

In Diyala province this week an ISF member was killed when a road-side IED detonated against a logistic vehicle 

near the main entry point of a military base in Murjanah village, Saadiyah sub-district on Aug 13  The PMF also 

announced that it had foiled an IS plot to attack civilians in Khanaqin district during the Eid period which began on 

Aug 11.  PMU Commander of the northern axis of Diyala, Talib al-Musawi stated that a unit from the PMF had 

carried out an intelligence-led operation in the al-Zawr and Mohammed Sharik villages in Khanaqin district, during 

which one IS safe house was seized which contained quantities of military uniforms, logistic supplies, a solar panel, 

a water pump attached to a well, and a water desalination system.  According to Sadiq al-Husseini, head of the 
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security committee of Diyala's provincial council, IS militants attacked several joint outposts manned by Iraqi Army 

and PMF units in the rural area of Mutaibijah near the provincial border with Salah-al-Din province on Aug 13. The 

attack sparked heavy clashes between the two sides, leaving three IS militants killed, al-Husseini said.  In addition, 

ISF launched mortar fire missions on four separate IS positions also in the Mutaibijah region, killing an unspecified 

number of militants.  Al-Husseini also stated that a force from the Counter-Terrorism Service (CTS) carried an 

operation at the edges of Himreen Lake in the northern part of Diyala, killing two IS militants.  One of the insurgents 

was reportedly a local IS leader responsible for logistics.  Later this week on Aug 15, a PMF member was killed 

and two others wounded following an IS attack on a checkpoint in Aliawa district on the outskirts of Khanaqin.  The 

IS militants were attempting to “infiltrate” Jamil Bek village to attack civilians during the Islamic festival Eid al-Adha, 

according to the Kurdish news website.  Finally, and in a separate incident,  the Kurdistan Region's Peshmerga 

forces repelled an IS attack in the disputed town of Khanaqin on Aug 15. Talking to Kurdistan 24, Jimoor Rostam, 

a Peshmerga commander in the area, said that the incident occurred in the village of Kani Masi, in Khanaqin, 

where the militants attacked a unit of the Kurdish forces. He pointed out that the clash continued for about half an 

hour before the extremists escaped the area. Additional Peshmerga forces were deployed to the scene to prevent 

further possible attacks, Rostam added. No friendly force casualties were reported. It was also reported that a 

special ‘black’ unit from the ISF had recently been formed to negate the threat of IS IDF attacks in Diyala province.  

A security source said the force, known as the “mobile Hawat” was operating in the villages of Mayah and the 

outskirts of Qarah Tabah, to track mobile phone signals that were being used by Islamic State mortar teams in the 

area.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

The western areas of Anbar province have remained relatively active during the reporting period.  An Iraqi Air 

Force airstrike destroyed an IS convoy consisting of four vehicles in the Jafala Sad al-Abed area southwest of 

Rutbah District in Anbar Province on Aug 12 and came as ISF said that they had increased their sweeps of the 

desert areas that link Iraq with Syria and Jordan to prevent IS infiltrations into Anbar Province.  In addition the 

PMU’s 26th (Abbas) Brigade increased their security posture along al Nukhib to Arar main road (Route 22 in 

southern Anbar.  The route is used by pilgrims to travel to Saudi Arabia during periods of religious observance, 

also provides access to the Shia dominated provinces of Najaf and Karbala home of the two holiest cities in Shia 

Islam Because of this, both Najaf and Karbala remain prestige targets for IS, many of whom have attempted to 

infiltrate the provinces via Jurf al Nasr in north west Babil.  Shia pilgrims will also remain a target for IS, as long as 

large convoys of buses transporting worshippers pass through remote desert areas.  In 2016 IS targeted a busload 

of pilgrims with a truck bomb at a petrol station/restaurant near Hilla in Babil on their way home from 

commemorating Arba’een. Dozens of pilgrims were killed and injured in the attack.  Meanwhile, a total of ten IS 

militants were killed on Aug 13 in an airstrike by U.S-led coalition aircraft and clashes with Iraqi security forces in 

western Iraq, the Iraqi military said.  The Iraqi Counter-Terrorism Service (CTS) carried out a raid in coordination 

with the international coalition aircraft, which conducted an airstrike on IS hideouts in the desert of Iraq's western 

province of Anbar, the CTS said in a statement.  Afterwards, airborne CTS troops conducted an airdrop operation 

on the bombed site and clashed with the extremist militants, leaving eight of them killed, the statement said.  Later, 

the troops searched the hideouts and found two would-be suicide bombers wearing explosive belts, killing one of 

them, while another detonated himself without causing any friendly force casualties.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

The reporting period has been dominated by the ammunition explosion at the Camp Falcon facility in Dora district 

at 1855hrs on Aug 12.  The depot is run within a federal police base by the Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF).  

Exploding ordnance also triggered the IDF alarm at the US Embassy in the International Zone.  Police claimed the 

explosions and fire at the site were caused by high temperatures and improper weapons storage with local press 

stating that one person was killed and 20 injured in the incident   A number of low-yield IEDs and SAF incidents 

have also been reported in the city this week.  An IED detonated in front of a civilian's house in the Shaab area of 

Adhamiyah district causing material damage and a hand grenade detonated in front of a civilian's house in the Hay 

al-Jihad area of West Rashid on Aug 12, again causing material damage only. Following a dispute, a gunman in 

the Hay al-Nasir area of New Baghdad district shot and wounded one civilian and a gunman in the Bataween area 

of Rusafah district shot and wounded two civilians on Aug 13.   

 

Demonstration activity continues unabated.  Approximately 75 people from the Abu Dasheer area demonstrated 

in front of the PMF’s Falcon base, demanding the government remove all ammunition from the base and pay for 

damages caused by the explosion and graduate students continued their demonstration near the Ministry of Oil in 

the Zayouna area and near the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research in the Sadoun area, 

demanding employment. It was also reported that a fire broke out on the morning of Aug 15 in the office of Nujaba 

TV in Karada District, which was quickly extinguished by the fire brigade. While no cause has been officially stated 

as to how the fire started, it may be linked to the recent outcry regarding al- a controversial statement made by 

Sheikh Yousif al-Nasseri, a senior figures within the Nujaba Movement, in a TV interview for Iraqi outlet, al-Etejah, 
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which declared the Iraqi Army as a “mercenary army” and called for its dissolution and relegation of its task to the 

Popular Mobilisation Forces.   However, no definitive link between the two has been established.   

 

Overall, a much quieter period was witnessed this week in the Baghdad belts although it was reported on Aug 12 

that several gunmen in the Arab Jabour area shot at civilians, killing nine and wounding three others. (NFDK).  A 

member of the pro-government Sunni tribal militia was also killed and another wounded in a sharp shooter attack 

on a security checkpoint in the Mushada sub-district of Tarmiyah on Aug 14.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

In Wasit province this week, a legacy IED from the Iraq-Iran war detonated near a civilian's house in Badra district  

wounding two civilian.  Sunni-insurgency related activity has also continued in Babil province during the reporting 

period.  Two PMU members were wounded in an IED detonation in the Bahbahan area in Jurf al-Sakhar sub-

district, north of Hillah on Aug 03 and a further two PMU members from the 47th Bde (Saraya al-Difa' al-Sha'abi 

(Kata'ib Hezbollah)) were wounded when a road-side IED detonated against their vehicle in the Fadhiliyah area of 

Jurf al-Sakhar sub-district, Musayyib.  Five mortar shells also reportedly landed near a PMU security checkpoint 

in al-Abid Wais in Jurf al-Sakhar sub-district, north of Hillah.  No casualties were reported.  In addition, a joint force 

from the PMF 46th & 47th Bdes (Saraya al-Difa' al-Sha'abi - Kata'ib Hezbollah affiliated brigades) along with air 

support destroyed an IS hideout and weapons arsenal in the Oweisat area in Jurf al-Nasr (formerly Jurf al-Sakhr) 

in Hilla Province.  Finally, in a separate incident, a gunman in the Ibrahim al-Khalil area shot and killed one civilian 

and an IED detonated near a civilian's house in the Dagharah area causing material damage. 

   

Iraqi Speaker Mohammed al-Halbousi has said that 31 unidentified bodies recovered in Babel Province do not 

indicate that they were killed as a result of sectarianism.  “The incident is not sectarian and is not related to 

sectarianism in any way. It is rather the result of different incidents all over Babel,” Halbousi, a Sunni, said in a 

press conference on Aug 13.  Halbousi added that the incident is partly criminal and partly a result of the 

“operations to liberate the town of Jurf al-Sakhr”, southwest of Baghdad, from IS.  The Kurdish news site Rudaw 

meanwhile said that the 31 bodies had been buried in a Karbala cemetery by the Shia-dominated Popular 

Mobilisation Forces (PMF), alleging that these were victims of “enforced disappearances”.   The forensic medicine 
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division in Babel Province said the bodies had previously been held in a hospital in the city of Hillah in northern 

Babel since 2014, Rudaw said.  The Rudaw report said that the bodies are believed to belong to civilians 

disappeared from Jurf al-Sakhr, which was recaptured from IS by the Iraqi army and PMF fighters in 2014.  

 

In Diwaniyah, an IED detonated near a civilian's house in Dagharah district, causing material damage only and in 

Maysan province, dozens of citizens took to the streets in the Ali al-Gharbi District in Maysan Province protesting 

the electricity situation. The protesters, who closed down the main road connecting the province and Baghdad, 

said that the electricity situation has worsened in the past few weeks.  This comes after the Minister of Electricity, 

Luay al-Khateeb announced in a tweet that the national electrical grid faced several damages over the Eid al-Adha 

holidays. According to the Ministry, this prevented the production of over 8,000 megawatts in the southern 

provinces. The Ministry announced that its staff has been working to repair these damages and resume production. 

However, if service provisions remain poor over the next few weeks, there is a risk that these protests may escalate 

further, and according to a statement released by Maysan Province’s Electricity Distribution Branch, armed men 

opened fire on the Ali al-Gharbi Electricity plant late on Aug 15. The statement said that the perpetrators shot 

several rounds at the plant after maintenance efforts were conducted earlier in the day. 

 

In Dhi Qar, three civilian bystanders were wounded in a tribal skirmish that erupted in the Marshes region of 

Chibayish district, south of Nasiriyah - seven suspects were subsequently arrested.  In Basra, protest action has 

continued.  Approximately 125 civilians demonstrated in Madina district, demanding employment and 60 civilians 

demonstrated in the Imam Sadiq subdistrict, demanding employment. On the afternoon of Aug 12, two individuals 

were wounded when an armed dispute broke out between al-Hammadanh and al-Betout tribes in al-Majida area 

of Qarmat Ali sub-district, north of Basra. Submachine guns and RPGs were used, with ISF reinforcements arriving 

on the scene and subsequently controlling the  situation.  However, Route Topeka was closed to traffic for a period 

of time. A subsequent search operation was launched to arrest the perpetrators.  North of Basra, civil defence 

teams responded to the outbreak of a fire at Hartha power station on Aug 14, resulting in a sudden cut in power 

to Basra and the loss of 8000mW to the national grid.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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