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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Current US-Iranian tensions, compounded by the downing of a US drone by Iran on Jun 20 and the June 13 

attacks on shipping in the Gulf of Oman, have led to the heightened possibility of Iranian-sponsored attacks 

against US interests in Iraq.  Rocket attacks targeting the International Zone on May 19, 2019, the Rumaila 

oilfield and Burjisiya in Basra province on Jun 18 and 19, 2019 were most likely carried out by rogue militia 

factions with ties to Iran.  Such TTPs are consistent with standing patterns of Shia militia activity in Baghdad 

and the southern region at times of heightened political tensions.    

 

▪ Four explosions at Shia militia camps in July and August have been tentatively linked to the supply of Iranian 

missile systems to Shia militias.  On Aug 20, an explosion took place at a PMF arms depot adjacent to Balad 

air base in Salah-al-Din.  On Aug 12, a large blast at an arms depot in the PMF owned Saqr camp (Camp 

Falcon) set off munitions and sent projectiles into surrounding neighbourhoods, killing an Iraqi citizen and 

injuring 37 others.  On Jul 19, an explosion rocked another militia base in Amerli, Salah-al-Din province and on 

Jul 28, three explosions were reported at Camp Ashraf in Diyala province, located northeast of Baghdad. The 

nature of the incidents, simultaneous explosions at three widely separated locations in 10 kilometre by 10 

kilometre camps, probably rules out accidental causes. Although hard facts are illusive, at this time four major 

incidents have occurred within a month with a large question mark over them, and retaliatory foreign military 

involvement cannot be ruled out. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield multi-IED attack in eastern Baghdad on Aug 06 underlines 

the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  Absent a 

significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security situation in the capital 

which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to have the 

capability to launch operations of this nature within the City.  

 

▪ Following weeks of speculation with regards to the longer-term status of the International Zone (IZ) that was 

partially opened to the public in December 2018, on June 04, 2019 the IZ was fully opened to the public on a 

24/7 basis.  The move is seen as part of an attempt by the government to head off criticism that security is 

starting to deteriorate in the country, amidst reports of an IS resurgence in northern Iraq.  Regardless, the move 

marks an important moment that symbolizes the increased stability that has been felt in the capital over the last 

two years.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 

Explosion in arms depot near Balad airbase in Salah-al-Din province 
The reporting period this week has been dominated by the explosion that took place on the evening of Aug 20 at 

PMF-owned arms depot adjacent to Balad air base in Iraq’s northern province of Salah-al-Din and the political fall-

out from the incident.  Local media outlets reported that the weapons storage facility was controlled by either the 

Kata'ib Hezbollah or Kata'ib Jund al-Imam Hezbollah - PMF groups who share joint control of the 

facility.  Witnesses indicated that the blasts resulted in debris, including stored rockets, detonating in Balad Air 

Base itself, although it is still not clear whether the explosions caused any significant damage to the base. 

National Wisdom Movement solidifies efforts to form opposition 
The head of the National Wisdom Movement (NWM), Ammar al-Hakim, has pledged to continue with the formation 

of a large opposition in the Iraqi Federal Government.  During a meeting with a number of key political figures, 

Hakim stated that NWM will go ahead with its plan to act as parliamentary opposition and continuing investigations 

into allegations against cabinet ministers accused of being corrupt.  

 

Iraqi Army to hand over security of Iraq’s cities to Ministry of Interior 
On Aug 20, the Parliamentary Committee for Security and Defence expressed support for the withdrawal of Iraqi 

Army forces from city areas and hand over security to Ministry of Interior. The committee further stated that the 

withdrawal of IA units would begin in Diwaniya and Muthanna provinces in southern Iraq.  Spokesman Sa’aran Al 

Aajibi stated that the present security situation within metro areas no longer warranted the presence of IA forces 

and complied with the PM’s recent decree. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political  
 

National Wisdom Movement solidifies efforts to form opposition 

The head of the National Wisdom Movement (NWM), Ammar al-Hakim, has pledged to continue with the formation 

of a large opposition in the Iraqi Federal Government.  During a meeting with a number of key political figures, 

Hakim stated that NWM will go ahead with its plan to act as parliamentary opposition and continuing investigations 

into allegations against cabinet ministers accused of being corrupt.  The day prior, Rami Sakini, the deputy of the 

Saeroon Alliance in the Iraqi Council of Representatives, said that Saeroon was prepared to withdraw the party’s 

confidence for the Prime Minister if he continues with his current policies, particularly his method of personally 

involving himself in various ministries.   

 

Iraqi Shia cleric tweets 'brotherly advice' to PM 

Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr has tweeted what he described as “brotherly advice” to Prime Minister Adel Abdul 

Mahdi, with the warning that “continuing in this direction is not accepted religiously, logically and also 

popularly”.  Sadr, in a Twitter statement posted on Aug 16, called on Abdul Mahdi to maintain “complete 

commitment to independency” and not to be “partial to one party over the other”.  He added that “deviance from 

independency would mean constructing the deep state anew”.  The statement called on Abdul Mahdi to “preserve 

the state’s prestige and security institutions as well as Iraq’s independency [in] decisions” and “not hesitating in 

penalising those who work on weakening security institutions”.  Sadr also criticised the “silence” on the portfolio of 

combating corruption, saying that “this silence almost means permission for corruption 

 

Iraq in talks with European countries over IS detainees 

Iraq has reportedly been in talks with a number of European countries over the fate of their nationals who joined 

the Islamic State group and were detained by the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) in Syria.  These 

countries included France, Germany and Britain, according to reports.  "Iraq has agreed in principle to receive and 

prosecute the nationals of those countries who belonged to IS," the source told press.  The source said the IS 

members in question are being held by the SDF along the Iraqi-Syrian border, and that "There are concerns that 

those IS members will remain there without trial and in fortified prisons", adding that "there are also fears that this 

issue could be included in future [political] bargains in northern Syria".  Iraq's talks are now focused on some 800 

IS fighters of European nationalities, most notably from Britain, France, Germany, Canada and Sweden, but the 

majority of them have Arab origins," the source said, stating "They are held in camps, schools, vanguard centres 

and former headquarters of the Syrian army, all of which are unfit to be prisons".  The source noted that the IS 

detainees in Syria also include militants from Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, the Palestinian territories and 

North African countries, although Iraq would not receive detainees from these countries.   

Security 
 

Explosion in arms depot near Balad airbase in Salah-al-Din province 

The reporting period this week has been dominated by the explosion that took place on the evening of Aug 20 at 

PMF-owned arms depot adjacent to Balad air base in Iraq’s northern province of Salah-al-Din and the political fall-

out from the incident.  Local media outlets reported that the weapons storage facility was controlled by either the 

Kata'ib Hezbollah or Kata'ib Jund al-Imam Hezbollah - PMF groups who share joint control of the 

facility.  Witnesses indicated that the blasts resulted in debris, including stored rockets, detonating in Balad Air 

Base itself, although it is still not clear whether the explosions caused any significant damage to the base.   

 

Iran to open three official border crossings with Iraqi Kurdistan 

Iran has decided to turn three unofficial border posts into official international border crossings with Iraq’s Kurdistan 

Region according to an Iraqi Kurdish official on Aug 18.  "The presidency of the Islamic Republic of Iran issued a 

decree on Aug 10, 2019, which agreed on turning the [unofficial] border posts of Kele, Shushme and Shaykh Salih 
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[in Iraqi Kurdistan’s Halabja Province] into official border crossings", Halabja Provincial Council's Deputy Head 

Kawa Karim said in a statement.  He added: "The next step will be taking that decree to the [central] Iraqi 

[government] authorities and the board of Iraqi border crossings.  A joint meeting between the Iraqi and Iranian 

sides will take place on the issue in the near future".  Related reporting on Aug 19 stated that in addition, the 

interior ministers of Iran and Iraq signed another agreement to implement plans to facilitate the Arba’een pilgrimage 

to Iraq, including one on reopening the Khosravi border crossing situated in north east Diyala.  Based on the MoU, 

the two sides agreed to remove visa restrictions for pilgrims planning to visit Iraq for Arba’een through the 

crossing.  Iran and Iraq also agreed to raise the level of services and facilities for the pilgrims and enhance border 

security during Arba’een, which will culminate in a large gathering in Karbala on Oct 19.   

 

Iraqi Army to hand over security of Iraq’s cities to Ministry of Interior 

On Aug 20, the Parliamentary Committee for Security and Defence expressed support for the withdrawal of Iraqi 

Army forces from city areas and hand over security to Ministry of Interior. The committee further stated that the 

withdrawal of IA units would begin in Diwaniya and Muthanna provinces in southern Iraq.  Spokesman Sa’aran Al 

Aajibi stated that the present security situation within metro areas no longer warranted the presence of IA forces 

and complied with the PM’s recent decree.  

 

IS belatedly claims early August attacks in Baghdad 

Islamic State has belatedly claimed a series of attacks against Shia Muslims in the Iraqi capital Baghdad, allegedly 

killing and wounding around 40 people on Aug 11.   The group made the claim on Aug 22 in an "exclusive" report 

in its weekly newspaper al-Naba, which comes out via IS outlets on the messaging app Telegram.  It is not clear 

why the group had not claimed these attacks when they happened and through separate attack claims, as it does 

in the case of most of its attacks. IS has in the past used al-Naba to surface belated claims, but mostly in the case 

of distant regions, such as in West Africa. According to al-Naba, IS said its militants carried out four attacks on a 

single day (Aug 11) using improvised explosive devices (IEDs).  One allegedly targeted a bus carrying Shia 

Muslims in the district of al-Shu'la, purportedly killing and wounding 14 people.  Another attack, IS said, stuck a 

bus carrying Shia in al-Shurtah al-Rabi’ah area, allegedly killing or wounding six people.  The group also claimed 

to have killed or wounded 16 people in an IED attack on a Shia gathering in Abu Dshir area. A similar Shia gathering 

was purportedly targeted in al-Bayyaa area, killing or injuring four people, IS claimed.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In the Kurdistan region, Turkish / PKK conflict has continued unabated.  Turkish warplanes bombed the villages 

of Zargeli and Qirnakaw Pshtashan in Erbil province on Aug 16, targeting suspected PKK militia locations and 

according to local press reports, Turkish soldiers reportedly “kidnapped” two children from their homes in the village 

of Siran in Erbil province’s Sidekan area, also known as the Bradost region.  NRT TV said the detained children 

had worked as shepherds in their village and that the vast majority of the residents of the village had already 

evacuated their homes because of ongoing contacts between the Turkish army and fighters of the rebel Kurdistan 

Workers’ Party (PKK).  The Turkish soldiers had reportedly told the village administrator that the children were 

being detained for questioning.   Meanwhile, Turkish jets have launched airstrikes against two Iraqi Kurdish villages 

at the base of Mount Qandil injuring four civilians with the strikes reportedly hitting the village of Bole.  Turkey 

stated it had killed five PKK militants in the attack and that Turkish jets also carried out bombardments on villages 

in Hakurk and the Bradost areas on the morning of Aug 19.   

 

Meanwhile, the Mayor of Soran in north eastern Erbil province stated that Iranian Kurdish rebels are increasing 

their activity on the border with Iran near Sidekan. Kirmani Izzat said that Iran was bolstering its military forces in 

the area to combat the threat from the insurgents.   
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Activity in Nineveh province this week has largely conformed to regional norms with a number of successful ISF 

operations against IS members still active in the province.  The most significant security incident however occurred 

on Aug 17, when a mortar round reportedly targeted a US security patrol in the desert area of Qayyarah sub-

district, causing material damage to a military vehicle but no casualties.  Route Tampa (Hwy 1) was reportedly 

closed to traffic for nearly one hour as a result of the incident.  Finally, on Aug 20, a US-led Coalition airstrike killed 

six IS militants inside an underground tunnel complex in the Atshana Mountain region, west of Mosul and the PMF 

announced the start of operation “Ali Wali Allah” to pursue IS cells in the Hadar Island area of Nineveh, which lies 

80 kilometres southwest of Mosul in Nineveh Province. 

 

In Kirkuk province activity this week was again characterised by asymmetric attacks targeting ISF and the civilian 

population.  According to local security officials, IS militants attacked several PMF positions simultaneously in 

Riyadh district, southern Kirkuk province on Aug 17.  Media outlets affiliated with the PMU said the attacks were 

successfully repelled with several IS militants killed and a vehicle destroyed. PMF casualty figures were not 

reported.  The attack came after the conclusion of a joint IA / PMF operation to eradicate IS sleeper cells in the 

provinces of Kirkuk, Anbar, Salah-al-Din, and Nineveh.  IPS also reportedly clashed with a group of IS militants 

between Ali Seray and Adnan Mer'ai, Daquq district on Aug 17.  In addition, a fire reportedly began at a US military 

base in Makhmour district (probably the Kara Soar military complex) and a Coalition airstrike in the Hawijah district 

area was reported to have destroyed an IS safe house. Finally, Makhmour Mayor Rizgar Mohammed has topld 

press that hundreds of IS militants are still present in the disputed town. Mohammed noted that an IS resurgence 

in the area is highly likely and that it has put the lives of the people in the region at great risk. He argued that no 

operation would be successful by the Iraqi security forces (ISF) if  Peshmerga forces and coalition warplanes did 

not join the military campaign. The mayor specifically warned of Mount Qara chukh, where IS are known to have 

once again imbedded their positions. Meanwhile, Abdullah Tahir, a Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) 

representative to the area, also commented that the insurgents have been reorganising themselves since October 

2017.  

 

In Salah-al-Din province during the period, a military operation by the Kurdistan Peshmerga forces and the 

international coalition ended on Aug 17 in areas between Kifri (Diyala province) and Tuz Khurmatu (Salah-al-Din 

province) against remnants of IS cells. Mallah Karim Shukr, an official from the Hamrin organizations of the Patriotic 

Union of Kurdistan stated that the operation, carried out by the 70th brigade of the Peshmerga forces in conjunction 

with the international coalition began on the morning of Aug 17 targeting IS elements and members of the so-

called “white flags” militant grouping. He added that the Peshmerga successfully carried out the operation and 

returned to their base without casualties.   

 

No significant changes were noted this period in Diyala province where hostilities remain high, driven by a mix of 

IS activity, sectarian violence and local disputes.  Insurgent cells continue to launch attacks in the northern areas, 

around Khanaqin and Lake Hamrin, targeting civilians and security forces in an ongoing effort to undermine the 

security situation.  Multiple incidents were also recorded in the Diyala River Valley between Baqubah and 

Muqdadiyah, involving SAF and IED targeting the local population.  IS militants reportedly attacked several joint 

outposts manned by Iraqi Army and PMF units in the rural area of Mutaibijah near the provincial border with Salah-

al-Din province on Aug 13.  The attack sparked heavy clashes between the two sides, leaving three IS militants 

killed, al-Husseini said.  In addition, ISF launched mortar fire missions on four separate IS positions also in the 

Mutaibijah region, killing an unspecified number of militants.   Al-Husseini also stated that a force from the Counter-

Terrorism Service (CTS) carried an operation at the edges of Himreen Lake in the northern part of Diyala, killing 

two IS militants.  One of the insurgents was reportedly a local IS leader responsible for logistics.  Later this week 

on Aug 15, a PMF member was killed and two others wounded following an IS attack on a checkpoint in Aliawa 

district on the outskirts of Khanaqin.  The IS militants were attempting to “infiltrate” Jamil Bek village to attack 

civilians during the Islamic festival Eid al-Adha, according to the Kurdish news website.   

 

In a separate incident,  the Kurdistan Region's Peshmerga forces repelled an IS attack in the disputed town of 

Khanaqin on Aug 15. Talking to Kurdistan 24, Jimoor Rostam, a Peshmerga commander in the area, said that the 
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incident occurred in the village of Kani Masi, in Khanaqin, where the militants attacked a unit of the Kurdish forces. 

He pointed out that the clash continued for about half an hour before the extremists escaped the area. Additional 

Peshmerga forces were deployed to the scene to prevent further possible attacks, Rostam added. No friendly 

force casualties were reported. It was also reported that a special ‘black’ unit from the ISF had recently been 

formed to negate the threat of IS IDF attacks in Diyala province.  A security source said the force, known as the 

“mobile Hawat” was operating in the villages of Mayah and the outskirts of Qarah Tabah, to track mobile phone 

signals that were being used by Islamic State mortar teams in the area.   

 

IS militants clashed with ISF in Khanaqin on the night of Aug 17 according to local reporting.  The contact began 

after at least ten IS mortar rounds targeted the village of Dara at around 2230hrs.  ISF responded, exchanging 

SAF with the insurgent.  No casualties have been reported but the attack came after Kurdistan 24 reported that IS 

had carried out ten attacks on ISF and PMF units in Kirkuk province in one week alone. Meanwhile, three mortar 

shells reportedly landed near a school building in the village of Mubarak, north of Khanaqin, also on Aug 17, 

causing material damage but no casualties  Four IS militants and two Iraqi soldiers were also killed on Aug 22 

when the Iraqi army repelled a dawn IS attack on an Iraqi army outpost near the village of Kashkol east of the town 

of Qara-Tappa, some 175 km northeast of Baghdad.  At least one of the four militants killed reportedly wore a 

SVEST.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

In Anbar during the reporting period, ISF dismantled a “terrorist cell” and arrested several militants prior to the cell 

launching an attack against targets in the province on Aug 19, and ISF launched a separate sweep and clear 

operation in the Wadi Horan region.  A senior commander of the Sunni tribesmen, Qatari al-Obeidi, told press that 

in all, ISF raided five desert areas in Anbar including the areas of al-Madham, Umm al-Waz, J-Wan, Moasher, and 

Wadi Horan in western region.  Also in Wadi Horan on Aug 19, an Iraqi airstrike destroyed one explosive-rigged 

vehicle and one IS underground tunnel.  In addition, a combined force of ISF and PMF commenced an anti-IS 

security operation in the Jabal Al-Manayif and Saidia areas and IVO Lake Sunaisala in the Anbar desert, close to 

the provincial boundaries of Nineveh.   Meanwhile, an alleged former aide to IS leader al-Baghdad was also 

reportedly arrested by the ISF in Hit district on Aug 19.  The Iraqi Ministry of Defence announced that its forces 

had been able to capture “Sha’ban al-Hiti”, an IS militant who was close to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.  According to 

the statement, the Military Intelligence Units said al-Hiti was the “Emir” of the IS’ military division in the city of Hit.  

The statement said that al-Hiti was also directly involved in displacing dozens of families from Hit and recruited 

many youths to the militant group.  According to the statement, al-Hiti’s sons, who were also part of the terrorist 

group, killed several members of the ISF before being shot dead.  

 

It was reported that Major General Nasser Al-Ghannam has been appointed as the commander of Anbar 

operations, replacing the former commander Mahmoud Al-Falahi who had recently been dismissed from post 

following accusations of unlawfully exchanging information with foreign intelligence agencies.   Following this 

statement, Abdulameer Tu’ayban, an MP for the Sadiqoun Bloc, affiliated with Asa’ib Ahl al-Haq, stated that the 
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nomination of al-Ghannam for this position is a positive one because “Abd al-Mahdi chose the most competent 

and sincere general who will manage his post professionally in serving the country”.  

 

Meanwhile, following a fashion show that took place in the Habbaniyah Tourist Village in the city of Fallujah in 

Anbar Province last week, religious and tribal figures in the city called for the dismissal of the director of the village 

for his intentional insult to tribal and local customs. The figures issued a statement saying that this show is not 

accepted by the citizens of Fallujah who want to prosecute those who promote moral corruption. This incident 

comes weeks after a similar incident took place in the city of Karbala during the opening ceremony of the West 

Asian Football cup.  

 

Finally, ISF stated that they are preparing for a large-scale security operation focused on the desert areas in 

western Anbar province, supported by Iraqi Air Force aviation assets, and designed to search for IS sleeper cells 

in the vast desert areas.  It was stated that this was to be the biggest operation in Anbar since the province’s 

liberation from IS.  Pictures and reports have also begun to emerge showing several citizens in Anbar’s Ramadi 

City, taking to the streets to condemn recent explosions at PMF ammunition storage facilities in Iraq. The protestors 

carried signs saying that Anbar’s tribes reject the US and Israeli airstrikes on the PMF, vowing to respond swiftly 

and firmly to the “aggressors”. While no further reports emerged regarding the groups who have organised the 

protests, it is expected that similar actions take place throughout other cities in the country.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

There were no significant security developments noted in Baghdad City this week, with hostile activity as usual 

confined to less affluent areas in the eastern areas of the capital.  As such, low-level SAF was recorded in New 

Baghdad, Adhamiyah and Sadr City, likely related to local disputes and intra-Shia tensions rather than Sunni-

related terrorism.  SAF incidents were also recorded in Karkh and West Rashid districts in central and southern 

Baghdad city respectively.  Two low-yield IED incidents were also recorded in Karada and the Kamaliyah area of 

New Baghdad district, causing material damage only.  Demonstration activity in Baghdad continues to follow a 

trend similar to that seen in previous weeks; the majority of which remain employment-related, led by graduates 

outside government building locations in central and western Baghdad.  While single-issue demonstrations may 

not lead to immediate and significant change, they do form part of the broader context that continues to define 

Iraq’s complex security environment. Demonstrations in Baghdad, which continue to remain peaceful, have 

contributed to about 19% of all recorded security-related incidents thus far in 2019. 

 

Local press reports this week also indicated that the PMF’s Al-Nujaba Movement claimed to have sighted a drone 

over its headquarters in Baghdad on Aug 23.  The Deputy Secretary General of the Al Nujaba, Nasr al-Shammari, 

stated that a drone flew over the headquarters of the 12th Brigade of the Popular Mobilization Forces and was 

locked onto by the PMF’s AD assets, however the drone was not fired upon as it could not be identified.   

 

Overall, a much quieter period was witnessed this week in the Baghdad belts although 4x SAF incidents were 

recorded in Jisr Diyala, Nahrawan, Abu Ghraib and Madain.   
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Sunni-insurgency related activity has also continued in Babil province during the reporting period.  In an unusual 

attack, a VBIED detonated near a market in al-Musayyib on Aug 23, wounding up to 40 civilians. Officials stated 

that the IED was attached to a motorcycle and exploded near a central market.   

 

In Diwaniyah, a gunman in Khamas district shot and killed one civilian and another person was killed during an 

argument that escalated into a shootout in Ghamas district, south west of Diwaniyah - the incident was thought to 

be related to a land ownership dispute.  In Maysan, the ongoing demonstration outside the Maysan oil company 

has continued with protestors demanding unemployment and on the night of Aug 20,  an armed dispute broke out 

between Albu Kareem and Albu Ghanim tribes in the Khala district, south of Amarah with light and medium calibre 

weapons reportedly being used.  No casualties were reported.   

 

In Muthanna, a tribal skirmish erupted in the al-Suwair sub-district, east of Samawah on Aug 20 with light calibre 

weapons being used - no casualties were reported and ISF subsequently arrested three suspects and seized a 

number of weapons.   

 

Finally, in Basra province, a tribal skirmish (Karamsha and Hamadnah) erupted in Qarmat Ali sub-district, north of 

Basra on Aug 17.  Light and medium calibre weapons were reportedly used in the fighting and security 

reinforcements were deployed to control situation. ISF arrested several suspects and seized weapons in a 

subsequent search operation.  In a later statement to the press, the Basra Operations Commander, Lt Gen Qasem 

Jasem Nazzal, announced that a number of arrests were made during operations in the Hartha area searching for 
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wanted persons involved in weapons and drugs trading, and with those involved in provoking and promoting tribal 

violence.  He said tribal disputes have now become “the preoccupation of the security forces and must be 

controlled”.  In a continuation of tribal fighting, this week, during the early hours of Aug 22, conflict reportedly broke 

out between tribes in Taraba Village to the south west of West Qurna II (WQ II). Four tribes were drawn into the 

altercation – al-Beit, al-Muhayat, al-Amara and al-Bazouni – with all four groups incurring casualties.  Another 

incident of tribal fighting was witnessed during the early hours of Aug 23, with the  occurrence in Qarmat Ali – the 

third such event in less than 36 hours. Once again security forces had to be deployed to repress the violence.   
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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