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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Current US-Iranian tensions, compounded by the downing of a US drone by Iran on Jun 20 and the June 13 

attacks on shipping in the Gulf of Oman, have led to the heightened possibility of Iranian-sponsored attacks 

against US interests in Iraq.  Rocket attacks targeting the International Zone on May 19, 2019, the Rumaila 

oilfield and Burjisiya in Basra province on Jun 18 and 19, 2019 were most likely carried out by rogue militia 

factions with ties to Iran.  Such TTPs are consistent with standing patterns of Shia militia activity in Baghdad 

and the southern region at times of heightened political tensions.    

 

▪ Four explosions at Shia militia camps in July and August have been tentatively linked to the supply of Iranian 

missile systems to Shia militias.  On Aug 20, an explosion took place at a PMF arms depot adjacent to Balad 

air base in Salah-al-Din.  On Aug 12, a large blast at an arms depot in the PMF owned Saqr camp (Camp 

Falcon) set off munitions and sent projectiles into surrounding neighbourhoods, killing an Iraqi citizen and 

injuring 37 others.  On Jul 19, an explosion rocked another militia base in Amerli, Salah-al-Din province and on 

Jul 28, three explosions were reported at Camp Ashraf in Diyala province, located northeast of Baghdad. The 

nature of the incidents, simultaneous explosions at three widely separated locations in 10 kilometre by 10 

kilometre camps, probably rules out accidental causes. Although hard facts are illusive and following a drone 

strike on a static PMF callsign in Al-Qaim, Anbar Province on Aug 25, five major incidents have now occurred 

within a month with a large question mark over them, and retaliatory foreign military involvement cannot be 

ruled out. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield multi-IED attack in eastern Baghdad on Aug 06 underlines 

the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  Absent a 

significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security situation in the capital 

which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to have the 

capability to launch operations of this nature within the City.  

 

▪ Following weeks of speculation with regards to the longer-term status of the International Zone (IZ) that was 

partially opened to the public in December 2018, on June 04, 2019 the IZ was fully opened to the public on a 

24/7 basis.  The move is seen as part of an attempt by the government to head off criticism that security is 

starting to deteriorate in the country, amidst reports of an IS resurgence in northern Iraq.  Regardless, the move 

marks an important moment that symbolizes the increased stability that has been felt in the capital over the last 

two years.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 

Iraq says recent attacks on PMF is blatant aggression; names Israel as perpetrator 
Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi, President Barham Saleh, Parliament Speaker Mohamed al-Halbousi and the 

head of the paramilitary Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) convened an emergency meeting on Aug 26 to discuss 

the recent strikes on PMF positions.  Later this week, in its first explicit accusation against Israel over the strikes, 

Iraq condemned remarks by Bahrain in support of the incidents. “The [Iraqi] foreign ministry rejects and condemns 

what was said in the tweet by the Bahraini foreign minister regarding the latest attacks on Arab lands and on the 

Popular Mobilisation Forces [PMF] by the Zionist enemy [Israel] under the pretext of self-defence,” the ministry 

said on Aug 28. 

Iraqi opposition leader vows to form shadow government 
The head of the Iraqi opposition National Wisdom Movement has harshly criticised the government, vowing to 

announce a shadow government soon. In a public speech on Aug 30, Shia leader Ammar al-Hakim said he will 

also form a "national opposition front".  He said that almost one year had elapsed since the government of Prime 

Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi was formed, but "there is a delay in providing services… and corruption is still rampant".   

ISF prepare for Muharram and Ashura throughout Iraq 
Security forces are posturing themselves in Baghdad ahead of Muharram (Islamic New Year) and Ashura. The 

second holiest month in the Islamic Calendar after Ramadan, Muharram is due to begin (depending on moon 

sightings) on Sep 01.  Ashura, the tenth of Muharram, will take place on Sep 09/10 and commemorates the death 

of the Prophets grandson.  It is marked by the Ashura pilgrimage which will see Shia Muslims travel to Karbala 

and the Kadhimiyah Shrine in Baghdad to observe the occasion.  Iraqi Security Force (ISF) posture in Baghdad 

will almost certainly increase in the coming days as authorities prepare for the pilgrimage. ISF will likely restrict 

vehicle movement on feeder routes to the Kadhimiyah shrine in addition to routes heading south of the city through 

the South Baghdad Beltway. Additional security checkpoints will also likely be established on feeder routes and 

traffic disruptions should be expected as a result.   

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political  
 

Iraqi opposition leader vows to form shadow government 

The head of the Iraqi opposition National Wisdom Movement has harshly criticised the government, vowing to 

announce a shadow government soon. In a public speech broadcast by state-run Iraqia News TV on Aug 30, Shia 

leader Ammar al-Hakim said he will also form a "national opposition front".  He said that almost one year had 

elapsed since the government of Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi was formed, but "there is a delay in providing 

services… and corruption is still rampant".  On another note, he blamed Israel for the recent strikes that targeted 

arms depots of the government-sponsored Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) in the country.  "I say clearly and 

frankly that the land of Iraq should not be a storehouse for any non-Iraqi weapons, and its airspace should not be 

a scene for any foreign aggression," he said.  He pointed out that "Iraq will not fight a proxy war".  

 

IDPs voice concerns over voting rights 

Internally displaced persons in Iraq have vocalized concerns that amendments to Iraqi provincial election laws will 

prevent those who are currently displaced in Kurdistan and other areas throughout the country, from voting in the 

upcoming provincial election.  These concerns follow the announced amendments to the laws that will prevent the 

population from voting in the Apr 01, 2020 election in any area except their hometown. One IDP stated that “if [the 

government] is concerned about fraud during the elections, they are welcome to station dozens of governmental 

observers at the [IDP] camps,” before adding “it is unclear to us why the Iraqi Government refuses to set up voting 

stations inside the camps”. 

 

Iraq court sentences Pakistani to life over IS links 

An Iraqi court has sentenced a Pakistani man to life in prison over his involvement in the Islamic State group.  “The 

Central Criminal Court in Baghdad sentenced a Pakistani terrorist to life in prison after he admitted to providing 

logistic support to IS, helping the terrorist organisation to carry out criminal acts and taking part in attacks against 

army and police forces,” the privately-owned Baghdad Post website reported on Aug 29.  The website quoted a 

statement by the Supreme Judicial Council of Iraq as saying that the man was arrested on Iraq’s border with Syria 

as he attempted to flee Turkey for Syria.   

Security 
 

ISF prepare for Muharram and Ashura throughout Iraq 

Security forces are likely posturing themselves in Baghdad ahead of Muharram (Islamic New Year) and Ashura. 

The second holiest month in the Islamic Calendar after Ramadan, Muharram is due to begin (depending on moon 

sightings) on Sep 01.  Ashura, the tenth of Muharram, will take place on Sep 09/10 and commemorates the death 

of the Prophets grandson.  It is marked by the Ashura pilgrimage which will see Shia Muslims travel to Karbala 

and the Kadhimiyah Shrine in Baghdad to observe the occasion.  Iraqi Security Force (ISF) posture in Baghdad 

will almost certainly increase in the coming days as authorities prepare for the pilgrimage. ISF will likely restrict 

vehicle movement on feeder routes to the Kadhimiyah shrine in addition to routes heading south of the city through 

the South Baghdad Beltway. Additional security checkpoints will also likely be established on feeder routes and 

traffic disruptions should be expected as a result.  Historically Ashura has been exploited by Sunni insurgent 

groups including IS. Multiple  attacks have taken place targeting the large number of Shia civilians gathering in 

Baghdad to visit the Kadhimiyah shrine and those undertaking the pilgrimage to Karbala. Attacks have typically 

comprised the detonation of explosive vests at rest stations and refreshment tents or Improvised Explosive Device 

(IED) attacks on transit routes. Successful ISF security plans over recent years have however disrupted attack 

plots and Ashura has passed comparatively peacefully. Last  week’s Vehicle Borne IED (VBIED) attack targeting 

a Shia mosque in northern Babil Province does however demonstrate the enduring nature of the threat. And it is 

likely Islamic State will be intent on targeting this year’s pilgrimage should the opportunity arise. 
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Iraq Government says recent attacks on PMF is “blatant aggression” 

Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi, President Barham Saleh, Parliament Speaker Mohamed al-Halbousi and the 

head of the paramilitary Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) convened an emergency meeting on Aug 26 to discuss 

the recent strikes on PMF positions.  “These attacks are a blatant act of aggression that target the strong, capable 

[state of] Iraq, and Iraq… will take all procedures to deter the aggressors and defend Iraq and its security and 

sovereignty on its land”, the leaders said in a statement published on the presidency’s official website.  They further 

stated that the recent strikes serve to distract the PMF and the Iraqi defence apparatus from its primary role of 

eradicating the presence of IS in the country. 

 

Meanwhile, the PMF itself has laid the blame squarely on Israel for the Aug 25 Anbar attack.  In a statement 

published on its website on Aug 25, the PMF said: "The evil Israeli crows have again targeted the PMF within the 

series of Zionist attacks against Iraq, this time through drones, deep inside Iraqi territory in Anbar Province”.  "This 

assault will not dissuade the PMF from undertaking their national role in combatting terror, defending Iraqi land, 

security and dignity, and responding to the enemy and its supporters," the PMF added.  In addition, the powerful 

Fatah alliance in Iraq’s parliament has said that the Aug 25 Anbar attack was a “declaration of war”.  “We strongly 

condemn the repeated Zionist [Israeli] strikes that targeted the Popular Mobilisation Forces’ [PMF’s] weapons 

depots and camps, which have reached the point of targeting its leaders,” the alliance said in a statement.  “While 

we reserve the right to respond to these Zionist attacks, we hold the international coalition against IS, and 

particularly the US, fully responsible for this aggression, which we consider a declaration of war on Iraq, its people 

and its national sovereignty,” the statement added.  It further referred to the strike in al-Qaim district near Iraq’s 

border with Syria as a “serious turning point” in the recent strikes on targets belonging to the Shia paramilitary 

PMF.   

 

US adhering to Iraqi airspace order, PMF relocates weapons 

On Aug 28, the Deputy Commander of the US-led International Coalition, Christopher Ghika, stated that the 

International Coalition is adhering to the decree made by the Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abd al-Mahdi, regarding the 

use of Iraqi airspace, but added that the decree does not affect the Coalition’s actions as the Iraqi Government 

has requested the Coalition’s presence in the country.  Ghika also reiterated the comments of the US Ambassador 

to Iraq, Matthew Tueller, regarding the US’ withdrawal plans from Iraq, saying that it is difficult to set a timeline for 

the ending of Operation Inherent Resolve because the Coalition is still providing the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) 

with training and support in its fight against IS.  In regard to the accusations levied by the PMF against the 

International Coalition concerning the recent attacks on the Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF), Ghika stated that 

all of these accusations are false, and that the Coalition is ready to defend itself if any attacks against it were to 

take place.   

 

Iranian forces in Syria hit by Israeli airstrikes 

According to reports, Israeli aircraft struck Iranian forces near Damascus that had been planning to launch "killer 

drones" at targets in Israel, an Israeli military spokesman said on Aug 24.  "The strike targeted Iranian Quds Force 

operatives and Shiite militias which were preparing to advance attack plans targeting sites in Israel from within 

Syria over the last number of days," the military said in a statement.  Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 

said the military had thwarted the planned Iranian attack. "Iran has no immunity anywhere. Our forces operate in 

every sector against the Iranian aggression," he said on Twitter.  Syrian state media said Syrian air defences 

intercepted "hostile targets" over Damascus, on the night of Aug 24.  "The aggression is ongoing and air defences 

are confronting hostile targets and are downing most of them in the southern region," state media outlet SANA 

said, indicating areas south of Damascus.  The Syrian army said in a statement that "the majority of the Israeli 

missiles were destroyed before reaching their targets".   

 

Islamic State cites Pompeo remarks to flaunt its strength 

Islamic State has for the third week in a row capitalised on US mainstream reports to talk up its strength, despite 

the loss of its "caliphate" in Syria back in March.  In its latest media exploit, IS cited recent remarks by US Secretary 

of State Mike Pompeo in which he concedes the jihadist group remains a threat despite the declaration of its defeat 
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by President Donald Trump.  IS quoted Pompeo in a brief report in the latest edition of its weekly flagship paper 

al-Naba, which was published on Aug 22.  On two previous occasions, IS reported on a recent US Department of 

Defence report that had warned of the jihadist group's resurgence in Syria and Iraq.  In the same brief report, IS 

also cites recent comments by a senior Chinese official where he warns about the danger of IS regrouping in Syria.  

IS further claimed that international reports, including the US government report, "confirmed" that the jihadist group 

has regained its strength in Iraq and Syria, and is purportedly recruiting new members.   

 

Iraq PM says no difficulty in controlling Anbar desert 

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has said that there is no difficulty in controlling security in the western Anbar 

desert thanks to the "harmony" between the government forces and the allied Shia-led Popular Mobilisation Forces 

(PMF).  He made the remarks during his visit to the western province of Anbar to follow up the ongoing "Will of 

Victory" military operation, which is targeting Islamic State (IS) remnants and sleeper cells, the PMF website 

reported on Aug 25.  Abdul Mahdi said the offensive has a significant role in strengthening the relationship and 

achieving harmony between government forces and the PMF.  "This harmony is the basis of all security 

successes," he added.  "Such offensives should be repeated to ensure the readiness of our army, police, PMF 

and [Kurdish] Peshmerga forces to maintain security across the country," Abdul Mahdi said.  He voiced hope that 

the current anti-IS operation would "leave no opportunity" for the jihadist group to rebuild itself.   

 

Kurdish PKK denies casualties in Turkish air strikes in Iraq 

The rebel Kurdistan Worker’s Party (PKK) has denied casualties among its fighters in Turkish air strikes that hit 

villages near Iraqi Kurdistan’s Zakho town in Dohuk province, northern Iraq, on Aug 25.   Iraqi Kurdish press outlets 

cited a statement tweeted on the same day by the Turkish Ministry of National Defence which said air strikes that 

hit the Haftanin area in the Zakho area had “neutralised” nine PKK “terrorists”.  However, the PKK’s military wing 

People’s Defence Forces, known by its Kurdish acronym HPG in Kurdish media, in a statement on the same day 

denied the casualties, although it confirmed Turkish air strikes had indeed struck the area.  It cited an HPG 

statement as saying, “it is true that Haftanin has been bombed but no Turkish soldiers have entered the Haftanin 

territory and we suffered no casualties.” Meanwhile, on Aug 26, the PKK detailed attacks it said were carried out 

against the Turkish army over the past few days, with the PKK-linked umbrella organisation Kurdistan Communities 

Union (KCK), commending the HPG fighters for having carried out major attacks despite the Turkish army's use 

of high-tech military hardware in the conflict.   On air strikes targeting its positions in Iraqi Kurdistan, the statement 

said, “Turkish jets had bombed the village of Gise in the Medes Defence Region at 0920 local time on Aug 24”, 

adding that the strikes led to no casualties among the rebels.   

 

US vice-president, Iraqi Kurdistan president discuss anti-IS fight 

US Vice-President Mike Pence and Iraqi Kurdistan Region President Nechirvan Barzani discussed the security 

situation in Iraq’s northern disputed areas where IS has recently mounted its deadly attacks on military and civilian 

targets, late on Aug 27.  Kurdish press reports said the two also discussed the situation of internally displaced 

Iraqis in Kurdistan and the “improving” relations between the Kurds and the Iraqi central government.  The US 

vice-president hailed the role of the Kurds in the fight against the jihadist group and how the Kurdish region turned 

into a safe haven for internally displaced Iraqis and refugees over the past few years, according to the 

statement.  Pence told Barzani that Washington was also concerned by the presence of Iran-backed Shia militias 

in Iraq, a White House statement said.  "Vice-President Pence emphasised the United States’ concern that Iran-

backed militias continue to undermine Iraq’s security and sovereignty and that the U.S. Government will consider 

additional steps to degrade such groups’ influence" Pence said.   

 

IS’ news outlet Amaq continues to publish false claims 

Iraq's Security Media Cell announced yesterday that 73% of the 660 claims that were published by the IS' news 

outlet Amaq regarding Iraq were false. According to the Cell’s fact-checking, the IS claimed to have killed 1105 

people in the past year, while only 390 human losses were confirmed by the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF). According 

to the Media Cell, the IS has been making fake claims for the past few years in order to raise morale amongst its 

supporters after its defeat in the country in December 2017. 
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Economy 
 
Turkish and Iraqi Ministers of Electricity meet to discuss cooperation  

The Turkish Minister of Energy and Natural Resources, Fatih Dönmez, met with the Iraqi Minister of Electricity, 

Luay al-Khatteeb, where they explored the means of cooperation between the two countries. The ministers 

expressed the importance of linking the power grids between the two countries, which they said will benefit both 

as it will help stabilise the electricity situation in Iraq and create a “promising electricity market”. Dönmez and 

Khatteeb stated that in the near future, their countries would  be exchanging expertise in energy, to improve this 

sector, and they will support explore opportunities for specialised Turkish companies to invest in developing Iraq’s 

electricity grid.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Turkey announced the third phase of its “Operation Claw” against PKK militants in northern Iraq on Aug 24 stating 

that "Operation Claw 3 is being carried out with the aim of facilitating border security, neutralizing terrorists, and 

destroying shelters in the Sinat-Haftanin areas in northern Iraq”   

 

Incident patterns in the northern region remained consistent with established trends and as such no significant 

changes were noted this week in the overall situation.  In Nineveh province, IS cells and sympathisers continue to 

carry out low-level attacks, targeting ISF and civilians in rural areas of the province.  ISF have responded in kind, 

with a large number of clearance and arrest operations carried out this week.  In addition, it was reported that ISF 

units, supported by coalition warplanes killed 6 x IS militants inside an underground tunnel in the Mount Atshana 

area, west of Mosul and unconfirmed reports claimed that on Aug 22, a US security patrol arrested two local 

residents of Mosul city at an unspecified location on Route Tampa, Hwy-1, between Mosul and Qayyarah.  A 

combined force of the 20th IA Infantry Division and Sunni tribesmen also reportedly killed three IS militants and 

destroyed one explosive-rigged vehicle as the insurgents attempted to approach ISF locations in Ba'aj district on 

Aug 25, and an unspecified number of IS militants were killed and two would-be suicide bombers were arrested in 

a failed infiltration attempt into Nineveh province from Syria on Aug 26, according to a security source from Nineveh 

Operations Command.  Finally, the PMF announced that they targeted a drone flying over one of its bases in 
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Nineveh Province on Aug 26.  The PMF said it targeted the drone using anti-craft weapons “after confirmed that 

the drone is not Iraqi and does not belong to the joint forces command”, according to a statement on its website.  

It added that the drone subsequently departed from the area. 

 

A general increase in activity was recorded in the southwestern and southeastern areas of the province in Hawijah 

and Daquq district.  Incidents included IDF, roadside IED, UVIED and targeted SAF attacks, likely attributable to 

a mix of low-level insurgency and tribal activity characteristic of the area.  Federal police forces also continued to 

conduct security operations in the district, seizing multiple IEDs and weapons during the week.  An IDF attack 

occurred in Daquq district in south eastern Kirkuk province on the night of Aug 24, with multiple mortar rounds 

launched by suspected IS militants targeted the majority Turkman village of Zain al-Abidin.  Unconfirmed reports 

state that the IDF was designed to draw crowds who had congregated at a nearby football field.  As the crowd 

evacuated, insurgents engaged them with SAF.  The football ground is reportedly adjacent to a PMF headquarters, 

(Possibly Badr Corps).  The attack left at least two PMF members killed and a further four wounded, including 

civilians. The incident was reported in some press outlets as being linked to the Kurdish-Arab ethnic tension in 

Kirkuk province with the head of the Iraqi Turkmen Front (ITF) Arshad al-Salihi describing the incident as ‘politically-

motivated. In addition, in a separate incident, unconfirmed reports claimed that two rockets impacted in a US 

military base in Makhmour district on the early morning hours of Aug 26.  According to press reports, plumes of 

dark smoke were seen rising from the site for several hours. Finally, US forces reportedly shelled a number of IS 

tunnel complexes in the Qaraj subdistrict of Makhmour, southwest Erbil province on Aug 25.  The area straddles 

the region known as the disputed territories between Erbil and Baghdad and has seen continued IS activity during 

2019.  Peshmerga commander Sroud Salih told press that US artillery batteries conducted a number of fire 

missions on IS targets, saying that “This is the first offensive of this kind by the US forces in the area, which is 

located between the Zab river and Hawija district, which makes it a strategically important area”. Meanwhile, on 

the afternoon of Aug 27, a loud explosion was heard in northwestern part of Kirkuk city and was reported in the 

local press.  The Iraqi security media cell subsequently confirmed that ISF had conducted a controlled detonation 

of UXOs inside the K1 military base. 

 

In Salah al-Din, relatively low levels of hostile activity were observed and reporting overall dominated by ISF 

operations concentrated north of Baiji and along the eastern border areas near Diyala province.  ISF, backed by 

the peace companies were also reported to have carried out multiple clearance operations in the desert areas 

west of Samarra resulting in an IS senior commander named as Firal al-Iraqi, being arrested.   

 

Diyala province remains unstable with high levels of activity recorded again this week.  Following patterns seen in 

previous weeks, attacks attributable to low-level insurgency, tribal tensions and local disputes, were again 

recorded on a near daily basis in the Diyala River Valley, including SAF and occasional IDF targeting civilians and 

residential areas.  Local officials have reiterated calls for ISF to escalate operations in response to the reported 

entrenchment of IS cells in the outskirts of Muqdadiyah and Khanaqin where hostilities remain elevated.  ISF and 

PMU operations were concentrated in the northern areas of the province, including the Hamrin basin and areas 

bordering Salah al-Din.  A road-side IED detonated against an Iraqi Army Humvee near the village of al-Islah in 

the outskirts of the Sunni majority town of Jalawla, causing three casualties and at around 0100hrs on Aug 29, 

three ISF members were wounded when a number of IS militants, armed with light and medium calibre weapons, 

staged an attack on a security outpost manned by the Diyala Emergency Police Battalion near the Hilwan Bridge 

on the outskirts of Jalawla sub-district, Khanaqin, following a mortar attack in the same area.   

 

Two Iraqi soldiers were reportedly killed by IS sniper fire on the night of Aug 26 in Karim Bek village near 

Khanaqin.  In addition, two PMF members were wounded in an IS attack on a security outpost near the village of 

Mohammed Shirak also on the outskirts of Khanaqin district on Aug 26.  Talking to press about the incidents, 

Peshmerga Intelligence officer, Lieutenant Colonel Ahmed Mustafa stated that it was difficult to estimate the 

number of IS militants in and around Khanaqin, but he believed there were over 40 militants in the town and in 

nearby Jalawla.   
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

The reporting period in Anbar this week has been dominated by a probable drone attack on a PMF static patrol  

that reportedly left at least five PMF members dead including a senior commander of the 45th Bde in al-Qaim 

district near the Syrian border.   

 

Meanwhile, ISF announced that the fourth phase of the “Will of Victory” large-scale clearance operations had 

begun in Ambar and other northern Iraqi provinces this week The Joint Operations Command said that the fourth 

phase was designed to “search and purge the entire desert and specific areas in the province of Anbar from the 

remnants of IS".  Participants in the fourth phase are the Al-Jazira Operations Command, the 7th Infantry Division, 

the 8th Infantry Division, the ‘Tribal Mobilization units’, Anbar Operations Command, the 1st Infantry Division, the 

Commando Brigade of Operations Command, the Anbar Police Directorate and the 5th Border Guard Command, 

along with support from Iraqi Army aviation assets and coalition aircraft.   
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

A typical reporting period was noted in Baghdad City, with low-level violence confined to less affluent areas 

characterised by high levels of violence and tensions. An increase in SAF and small-scale IEDs were also 

recorded during the week in Adhamiyah, Mansour, Karada, Sadr City and New Baghdad, likely motivated by 

local disputes exacerbated by the hot weather rather than terrorism, and tribal fighting was once again witnessed 

in the Hay Ur area in Shaab, Adhamiyah district.   Demonstration activity has continued in the city throughout 

the reporting period.  Every day this week, approximately 15 graduate students demonstrated at Tahrir Square, 

demanding employment and 40 wounded MOD members also demonstrated at Tahrir Square, demanding 

salaries.  The 40 graduate students continued their demonstration near the Ministry of Oil in the Zayouna area, 

as did the 40 graduate students near the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research in the Sadoun 

area of Karada.  The ex-political prisoners from the Saddam regime also continued their protest in Karada and 

30 graduate students continued to hold their demonstration near the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the Salahiya 

area, demanding employment.  In the wider Baghdad province, low-level SAF incidents have continued including 

in Hussainiyah, Abu Ghraib and Jisr Diyala .  In addition, on Aug 26, in Thera Dijla, in the north western Baghdad 

belt, an IS sniper reportedly targeted an Iraqi Army checkpoint on the Taji-Fallujah Road, resulting in two Iraqi 

troops killed and 1 wounded. An anti-IS tribal elder named as Abdul Rahman al-Othman, was also reported to 

have been killed when several armed assailants broke into his house in Mushada sub-district, Tarmiyah, north 

of Baghdad on Aug 26 with IS subsequently claiming responsibility for the attack.  Finally, on Aug 28, the convoy 

motorcade of General Tawfiq Ahmed Hammad, the Karkh district Chief of Police, was reported to have been 

subjected to a SAF attack in Mushada sub-district, Tarmiyah, while returning from funeral of Sheik Othman, who 

was killed by IS militants in the same area earlier this week.  No casualties were reported. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

The overall situation in the southern region remains stable with no significant changes noted during the week.  

Daily reporting trends remain dominated by arrest operations targeting criminality and local disputes, while hostile 

activity remains similarily characterised by low-level incidents.  However, the death toll from a motorcycle VBIED 

explosion that took place in Babil on Aug 23 has risen to three, according to security sources.  The attack near a 

shop in Musayyib district left 34 people wounded.  Islamic State group has now claimed responsibility for the attack 

according to reports.  

 

Meanwhile violence as a result of interpersonal disputes and clashes between rival tribesmen throughout Basra 

Province has increased this period. The ferocity of those recorded incidents has also increased - with the numbers 

of individuals being killed and injured surpassing last week’s figures.  ISF has had to deploy to each event to 

suppress the fighting, however no sooner do the units withdraw, the fighting recommences. In an attempt to limit 

the capability of those warring factions, elements of the MoI’s Rapid Response Division arrived in Basra on Aug 

28 to bolster security. The force’s arrival came less than 24hrs after a visit from Iraq’s Minister of Interior, Yassin 

al-Yasiri, and the Minister of Defence, Najah al-Shammari.  Meanwhile, protest action in Basra province was 

recorded twice this week – the event which drew the largest crowd conducted on Aug 28 with the main access 

route to Majnoon being blocked for a period of 90mins as farmers claiming compensation for flooding attempted 

to highlight their ongoing struggle.   

 

Finally, demonstration activity has also taken place in many of Iraq’s southern provinces over the reporting period, 

although none seeing significant violence.  Municipal  workers gathered outside the government building in Karbala 
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city this week, demanding permanent employment and Ministry of Health employees demonstrated in Diwaniya, 

demanding improved salaries.  A number of civilians also continued their protest near Maysan Oil company in Dur 

al-Nafit area of Maysan province demanding employment. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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