
           

 Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld 

 
 
 

  

Weekly Iraq .Xplored report 
07 September 2019 
 
Prepared by Risk Analysis Team, Iraq 
 
garda.com 
 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report  

07 September 2019       

 
Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld                    [2]                      garda.com 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .......................................................................................................................................... 2 

ACTIVITY MAP .................................................................................................................................................... 3 

OUTLOOK ............................................................................................................................................................. 4 

Short term outlook ............................................................................................................................................. 4 

Medium to long term outlook ............................................................................................................................ 4 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ...................................................................................................................................... 5 

Saeroon Alliance says it will join opposition if Federal Government does not meet demands ................ 5 

Head of Nasr joins opposition in Iraqi government ........................................................................................ 5 

ISF vows to take measures needed to protect Iraq ........................................................................................ 5 

THREAT MATRIX ................................................................................................................................................ 5 

OVERVIEW............................................................................................................................................................ 6 

Political ................................................................................................................................................................ 6 

Security ............................................................................................................................................................... 7 

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT .................................................................................................... 9 

Countrywide Military/Security Situation .......................................................................................................... 9 

ACRONYM LIST ................................................................................................................................................ 15 

GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES .............................................................................................. 16 

GARDAWORLD.................................................................................................................................................. 16 

 

 
 
 
 
This report is an abridged version of GardaWorld Weekly Iraq .Xplored August 31, 2019.  To subscribe to the full 
versions of the daily/weekly Iraq .Xplored reports, or for enquires relating to other GardaWorld services, please 
contact daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Disclaimer: The information and opinions expressed in this Report are the views of GardaWorld and constitute a judgment as at the date of 
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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Current US-Iranian tensions, compounded by the downing of a US drone by Iran on Jun 20 and the June 13 

attacks on shipping in the Gulf of Oman, have led to the heightened possibility of Iranian-sponsored attacks 

against US interests in Iraq.  Rocket attacks targeting the International Zone on May 19, 2019, the Rumaila 

oilfield and Burjisiya in Basra province on Jun 18 and 19, 2019 were most likely carried out by rogue militia 

factions with ties to Iran.  Such TTPs are consistent with standing patterns of Shia militia activity in Baghdad 

and the southern region at times of heightened political tensions.    

 

▪ Four explosions at Shia militia camps in July and August have been tentatively linked to the supply of Iranian 

missile systems to Shia militias.  On Aug 20, an explosion took place at a PMF arms depot adjacent to Balad 

air base in Salah-al-Din.  On Aug 12, a large blast at an arms depot in the PMF owned Saqr camp (Camp 

Falcon) set off munitions and sent projectiles into surrounding neighbourhoods, killing an Iraqi citizen and 

injuring 37 others.  On Jul 19, an explosion rocked another militia base in Amerli, Salah-al-Din province and on 

Jul 28, three explosions were reported at Camp Ashraf in Diyala province, located northeast of Baghdad. The 

nature of the incidents, simultaneous explosions at three widely separated locations in 10 kilometre by 10 

kilometre camps, probably rules out accidental causes. Although hard facts are illusive and following a drone 

strike on a static PMF callsign in Al-Qaim, Anbar Province on Aug 25, five major incidents have now occurred 

within a month with a large question mark over them, and retaliatory foreign military involvement cannot be 

ruled out. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield multi-IED attack in eastern Baghdad on Aug 06 underlines 

the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  Absent a 

significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security situation in the capital 

which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to have the 

capability to launch operations of this nature within the City.  

 

▪ Following weeks of speculation with regards to the longer-term status of the International Zone (IZ) that was 

partially opened to the public in December 2018, on June 04, 2019 the IZ was fully opened to the public on a 

24/7 basis.  The move is seen as part of an attempt by the government to head off criticism that security is 

starting to deteriorate in the country, amidst reports of an IS resurgence in northern Iraq.  Regardless, the move 

marks an important moment that symbolizes the increased stability that has been felt in the capital over the last 

two years.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 

Saeroon Alliance says it will join opposition if Federal Government does not meet 

demands 
Muqtada al-Sadr’s Saeroon Alliance has announced an intent to join the Parliamentary Opposition, should the 

incumbent government fail to meet several demands made by the party according to reports. The head of the 

Saeroon Bloc, Hassan Aghuli, stated that the party seeks to question the Prime Minister, and that their decision to 

join or not join the Parliamentary Opposition will depend on the answers.   

Head of Nasr joins opposition in Iraqi government 
Several reports have emerged saying that the head of the Nasr Parliamentary Coalition, Riyadh al Tamimi, has 

joined the opposition bloc within Parliament despite remaining in the Nasr Coalition. 

ISF vows to take measures needed to protect Iraq 
The Iraqi military has pledged "to take the measures required to protect the country". Minister of Defence Najah 

al-Shammari said in a statement that "any attack on any Iraqi body represents an attack on Iraq", in light of recent 

allegations that Israel carried out airstrikes on PMU bases within the country. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political  
 

Iraqi, Kurdistan Region officials discuss cooperation in Erbil 

The Iraqi interior minister held talks on security and services with officials in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq on Aug 

29.  Iraqi Interior Minister Yassin al-Yassiri met the leader of the ruling Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), Massoud 

Barzani, and Kurdistan Region Interior Minister Reber Ahmed, according to press , during which they discussed 

the political situation and coordination between Baghdad and Erbil to maintain security, stability and fight terrorism.  

The officials further noted the "positive climate" between Erbil and Baghdad "which offers a good opportunity for 

resolving the problems", the report added.  Ahmed described the meeting as "very positive and successful" and 

as saying that the new [Kurdistan Region] cabinet was working alongside Baghdad and seeking coordination with 

all institutions.  The Interior Ministry in Erbil has also promised to remove a 10,000-dinar entrance fee 

(approximately eight dollars) to each tourist visiting the region from central and southern provinces, he added.  

Commenting on the meeting and outstanding issues between Erbil and Baghdad, Kurdistan Regional Government 

(KRG) Spokesman Jutyar Adil said that the KRG was ready to return the revenues from 250,000 barrels of crude 

oil per day to the federal treasury and that Baghdad had responded "positively".  However, he went on to say that 

there is a need for "more time and assessment", saying that the KRG wants a constitutional agreement and that 

"the money Baghdad cuts from the region's budget share is much more than the money it [KRG] gains from oil 

sales".  Also commenting on the talks, Iraqi government Spokesman Saad Maan said that a joint plan to protect 

borders and exchange intelligence in the military and security fields was also discussed.   

 

Saeroon Alliance says it will join opposition if Federal Government does not meet demands 

I Muqtada al-Sadr’s Saeroon Alliance has announced an intent to join the Parliamentary Opposition, should the 

incumbent government fail to meet several demands made by the party according to reports. The head of the 

Saeroon Bloc, Hassan Aghuli, stated that the party seeks to question the Prime Minister, and that their decision to 

join or not join the Parliamentary Opposition will depend on the answers.  Aghuli stated that the questions 

specifically relate to ongoing delays in reform packages and anti-corruption efforts, which they say is what their 

continued support for the incumbent government depends on.   

 

Iraq media regulator suspends US broadcaster over documentary 

Over the weekend, the US-funded TV Channel Al Hurra, released an investigative report, which accused the Sunni 

and Shi'a endowments of engaging in corruption and nepotism through their control of religious shrines and 

mosques. Since its release, the 22-minute report has stirred much controversy across the country with many 

accusing the network of slander and bias. While reactions amongst the citizens have been mixed, many individuals 

within Iraq's political class issued scathing statements accusing the channel of peddling “American” and “Zionist” 

propaganda in an attempt to destabilise the country and create a schism between citizens and their religious 

leaders. The Sunni Endowment responded to the report by denying all allegations and saying that they will be 

taking all legal measures against the channel. MPs and leaders from a majority of the blocs issued statements 

saying that this defamation against the Marja'iyah, the highest Shi'a authority in Iraq, will not be tolerated and must 

be responded to immediately. The US Embassy in Iraq responded to allegations against it by saying that the US 

does not oversee the channel's operations and has no control over its content, adding that “the Government of 

Iraq has the right to question Al-Hurra on any reporting that is perceived to be false or unprofessional and has the 

right to respond with their position”. By Tuesday afternoon (Sep 02), the Iraqi Communications and Media 

Commission issued a statement, suspending the channel's license to operate in Iraq for three months and calling 

on Al-Hurra to issue an apology amongst other obligations.   

 

Head of Nasr joins opposition in Iraqi government 

Several reports have emerged saying that the head of the Nasr Parliamentary Coalition, Riyadh al Tamimi, has 

joined the opposition bloc within Parliament despite remaining in the Nasr Coalition. According to the reports, the 

opposition bloc will include over 70 MPs in the next parliamentary session, which is set to begin after Sep 10.   
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Security 
 

Iraq ‘negotiates’ with Russia to buy S-300 missiles 

Baghdad is reportedly negotiating with Moscow to purchase the Russian S-300 surface-to-air missile system, the 

head of Iraqi parliament’s security and defence committee said on Aug 31.  Mohammed Reda al-Haidari said that 

Iraq-Russia talks on arms deals are under way to supply Baghdad with modern defence and air systems for four 

Iraqi Army battalions.  He added that such a deal would be equivalent in value to the purchase of US F-16 fighter 

jets, which Iraq bought recently from the US.   

ISF vows to take measures needed to protect Iraq 

The Iraqi military has pledged "to take the measures required to protect the country". Minister of Defence Najah 

al-Shammari said in a statement that "any attack on any Iraqi body represents an attack on Iraq", stressing the 

necessity of "vigilance against any attempt to tamper with the country's sovereignty and dignity... and cooperation 

among all formations of the armed forces for the sake of a unified Iraq".  The statement was issued on the sidelines 

of an emergency meeting for the National Defence Council on Sep 01.   

 

KRG denies media claims of Israeli base near Erbil 

The Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) released a statement on Aug 31 denying claims that Israel is operating 

a military base in Erbil, saying that they are “an attempt to mislead”.  “Everything in these claims are baseless and 

without fact. It is just a worthless political excuse and their aim is to divert and change the truth for personal 

[political] profit,” the KRG statement said.   

 

Border villages in Iraqi Kurdistan evacuated 

Turkish air strikes targeted the rebel Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK) in a border village in the Dohuk Province 

amid reports saying that more residents are leaving their homes in rural areas. On Sep 01, press reports stated 

that there were no casualties in early morning air strikes targeting a PKK vehicle in the village of Biye in the Gara 

area, Duhok Province.  Iraqi Kurdish security forces asked residents in 15 villages in the town of Zakho, Dohuk 

Province, to leave their homes due to the ongoing Turkish military operation against the PKK.  Press reports said 

that "security forces in Zakho and the mayor of the town of Darkare have asked residents of the villages to leave 

their area until the end of [Turkey's] operations.  According to the report, residents in 98 of 187 villages in the 

Zakho area had now left their homes due to the conflict.  A resident of from the village of Dashtakh, Jamil Oraha, 

told press that "all of us have fled due to the fighting. Some have gone abroad, and some have left for Zakho and 

Dohuk.   

 

 

Iraq Shia militia 'ready' to fight with Hezbollah against Israel 

A number of militias linked to Iraq’s Popular Mobilisation Forces (PMF) have expressed their readiness to fight 

alongside the Lebanese group Hezbollah in case the escalation at the border with Israel leads to war.  These 

groups include Ansar Allah al-Awfiya and Saraya al-Khorasani brigade.  “In the instance of a war breaking out 

between Lebanese Hezbollah and the occupation state [Israel], we will support the Lebanese resistance movement 

in its war and fight against Israel,” the secretary-general of Saraya al-Khorasani brigade, Hamed al-Jazaeri, said.  

“Self-defence is a legitimate right, and we are amongst the supporters of Lebanese Hezbollah,” he added.  Adel 

al-Karaawi, the spokesman for Ansar Allah al-Awfiya, said: “We, as Iraqi resistance factions, have not chosen war. 

However, if it is imposed on us, we are ready for it and able to respond”.  “When Israel goes to war against any 

party, Iraqis will of course sympathise with that party against the Zionist entity; Israel remains the first enemy” 

Atheel al-Nujaifi, the former governor of Nineveh Province and a prominent figure in the Al-Qarar alliance stated.   

 

 

Iraqi security adviser in Russia to 'discuss arms deal' 

Iraq’s National Security Adviser Faleh al-Fayyad has reportedly travelled to Moscow to discuss a potential deal to 

buy a Russian defence system.  “The talks will be preliminary as there is not an official decision to buy the system,” 
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an anonymous government source told press on Sep 03.  The source added that “there are political entities 

pressuring the government to acquire the [Russian defence] system”.  Fayyad, who is also a leader in the Popular 

Mobilisation Forces (PMF), said in a Facebook statement on Sep 02 that he met the secretary of Russia's Security 

Council, Nikolai Patrushev, in Moscow where they discussed “bilateral relations between the two countries and 

reviewed the situation in Russia and the region, and efforts to combat terrorism”.   
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In the KR-I, the area witnessed incidents of generic crimes, including a woman who was shot dead in Erbil and a 

man was killed by SAF in Sulaymaniah. In keeping with current trends, the Turkish military operation ‘Op Claw’ 

continued unabated as its air force carried out a series of airstrikes in the region, resulting in a number of villages 

being evacuated in places such as Zakho, near the Sinat-Haftanin mountains. Further airstrikes were carried out 

on locations in and around Erbil province, whilst Turkish ground troops engaged in fighting with PKK militants in 

Khlifan, Xwakurkuk and Chiadel. AN IED struck a Turkish military vehicle in Amedi district in Dohuk province, 

allegedly planted by the PKK. No casualty figures were released by the Turkish MoD.   

 

Meanwhile, two PKK militants were killed in a Turkish airstrike in the Hakurk region near Erbil on September 04 

and a suspected terrorist, believed to have originated from Diyala province was arrested in Sulaymaniah province. 

No further details were provided. A department within the Sulaymaniyah Municipality Directorate was attacked by 

SAF on September 04, however no casualties were reported. 
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In Nineveh province, a mass grave containing Yezidi victims were found in Sinjar. A number of arrests were made 

by ISF units of suspected terrorists across the province. Current trends involving the assassination of Sunni 

tribesmen continued throughout the reporting period, with I.S also continuing to target ISF targets through SAF 

and IEDs. Military operations to clear IEDs continued to be carried out in the area. An American explosives 

specialist was killed whilst attempting to dismantle an IED in the vicinity of the Tal Sha’ir village in Qayyarah district, 

south of Mosul. A number of I.S members were arrested at checkpoints in areas to the west of Mosul. Insurgents 

were killed in a tunnel complex after being hit by a US airstrike in the al-Hadhar district, resulting in the deaths of 

nine militants.  

 

In Kirkuk province, military operations continued to uncover a number of weapons caches linked to I.S activities in 

the areas of Tal Hama and Ananah. Items uncovered during the searches including mattresses, I.S paraphernalia, 

ammunition, weapons, explosives and military uniforms. I.S militants also staged complex attacks near the Khan 

Khalifa village, as well as targeting policemen with an IED in the Riyadh subdistrict. ISF operations cleared a 

number of IEDs across the area, resulting in 11 successful clearances.  

 

In Salah-al-din, the tempo of I.S and counter I.S operations continued at a reasonably high rate, in line with 

previous trends and reflective of the activity across the northern provinces. A number of PMF members were killed 

in clashes with I.S militants and Sunni tribesmen continued to be assassinated via a range of attacks in the areas 

of Shirqat and Tikrit. ISF continued to carry out clearance operations, resulting in the disposal of five 60mm mortar 

rounds in the Tuwaiba area.  

 

In Diyala province over the reporting period saw continued militant activities, including I.S fighters targeting ISF 

personnel via SAF and IEDs. Search operations also uncovered weapons caches and stores of equipment, 

including items such as binoculars and logistical supplies. ISF intelligence units carried out an operation in the 

south of Baqubah, resulting in the capture of a number of suspects that were believed to have carried out a number 

of attacks in the past. Local press reported that 2 IEDs were strapped to cows and subsequently exploded in the 

al-Islah village in the Diyala Governate, resulting in one civilian being injured.   

 

In response to the alleged ABIEDs, pro-government Sunni militias launched search operations in the area, 

however no further details were provided. Clashes between the ISF and unknown gunmen, believed to be criminals 

engaging in acts of robberies, were reported in the village of Miah. I.S safe houses were also targeted by the ISF, 

resulting in a number of weapons and ammunition being found in al-Dhaim district.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

Coalition airstrikes hit a number of I.S targets during the reporting period, focusing on the areas surrounding 

Rutbah, Hussainiyat and al-Qaim. The area continues to be a focus of I.S activity, in line with US-led airstrikes and 

ISF/PMU activities to flush out sleeper cells. Government-backed Sunni tribesman also engaged in numerous 

operations to track down I.S targets, across the province. In Ramadi, security operations uncovered weapons 

caches in the Jazeerat al-Baghdadi area. Local PMU commanders have stated that operations will continue and 

will also likely spread to the area around Lake Tharthar in order to pursue remnants of I.S cells. A number of ISF 

members were killed in military operations, including a roadside IED strike in Fallujah. I.S militants carried out an 

attack on a checkpoint using SAF, resulting in the deaths of three ISF members. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Baghdad continued to witness moderately high levels of crime, in keeping with previous levels. Low-yield IEDs, 

targeting assassinations and hand grenades thrown at people are common occurrences and these incidents 

have continued in recent times. A number of low-key protests have continued throughout the city. These protests 

remain peaceful and the focus of these demonstrations are related to employment issues, lack of basic services 

and pay. Meanwhile, reports indicate that across some districts of Baghdad, billboards have been set up showing 

anti-US and anti-Israel slogans.  The move comes amid heated debates over allegations of US and Israel 

involvement in recent drone attacks against headquarters, military bases and arms depots belonging to the PMF 

across Iraq. Pictures show large billboards with cartoons of US President Donald Trump and written phrases 

like “Death to America” and “Death to Israel”.  The local administration and municipality of Baghdad are yet to 

comment on the erection of the billboards, but they are believed to have been erected by those Hashd al-Shaabi 

factions that have close ties to Iran. Atheel al-Nujaifi, a Sunni Arab leader and the former government of Nineveh, 

criticized the billboard and the government’s inability to stop the erection of such posters, saying that they 

damage Iraq’s reputation with the international community.  As per the GardaWorld Daily Report dated 

September 01, an uncorroborated news report from the Al-Sumaria news website stated that an unknown group 

of people were looking for information in the Iraqi capital city about people working with the US forces, diplomatic 

missions, and aid agencies. It was alleged that this group had visited neighbourhoods to ask local residents if 

they had any information on “Americans” or those who may work with them. An investigation by the authorities 

is underway.   
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A number of disputes turned deadly due to the availability of weapons, as is common in the city. In one incident, 

a civilian was killed and two injured by unknown gunmen that was believed to be related to a dispute. Sadr City 

continued to witness targeted shootings, although the motives remain unknown. The PMF (Badr) staged a 

military parade in Karada on September 01 to condemn the alleged Israeli and US airstrikes on PMF camps.  

 

During the reporting period in Baghdad province, unknown gunmen killed a civilian using suppressed weapons 

in Kadhimiyah district. Further incidents involving low-yield IEDs targeting civilians’ houses were also recorded. 

Unconfirmed, uncorroborated reporting stated that at around 0200hrs on Sep 01 2 x rockets (NFDK) landed in 

a vacant parking lot close to the US complex inside Taji ISF Camp, north of Baghdad, activating the camp sense-

and-warn alert system.  No casualties or damage was reported. 

 

Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In Wasit province, a number of members from the PMF Kata’ib Sayyid al-Shuada unit demonstrated against the 

alleged Israeli involvement in the targeting of PMF bases. A number of other, unrelated and sporadic protests 

occurred through the province, including ISF members unhappy with pay and the transfer of a mayor to another 

district. Two PMF members were injured when a hand grenade was thrown into a PMF facility in Jurf al-Sakhar. 

 

In Karbala, a terrorist suspect was arrested at a main security checkpoint in Karbala district as he attempted to 

enter the city and a drugs trafficker was arrested in Karbala province on Aug 31 with 42,000 narcotics tablets found 
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in his possession.  Finally, approximately 150 civilians demonstrated in Hussainiya district, demanding improved 

services. 

 

In Dhi Qar province, a number of suspects were arrested on charges related to the possession of weapons and 

intent to murder. A man was killed during an argument over football and a number of people were arrested in 

relation to tribal conflicts. An IED detonated inside an ISF member’s vehicle, however the man survived. A small 

demonstration took place in Nasiriyah district, where approximately 75 people demanded access to employment.  

 

In Maysan, the trend of protests continued, however the gathering were small and did not result in instances of 

unrest. The Maysan Oil Company was the focus of the demonstrations and occurred in the Dur al-Nafit area. These 

protests are likely to continue for the foreseeable future.  

 

In Basra, tribal violence continued to act as a cause of instability in the area and this is in line with previous trends. 

Use of light and medium weapons is commonplace and Basra’s adviser for tribal affairs, Sheikh Mohammed Salem 

al-Zaidawi, has released the death toll from tribal conflicts in Basra since January 2019. The toll from Basra’s tribal 

conflicts currently stands at 30 dead and more than 50 injured.  

 

A number of protests occurred throughout the reporting period and in keeping with current trends. Demonstrators 

gained access to Basra Airport to argue for higher pay and related benefits. Further protests occurred at the 

Permanent Power Generation site in Basra province, with approximately 80-100 Power Engineering World 

employees demanding the payment of late salaries.  The crowd are reportedly peaceful and awaiting the 

management to address them. As part of a wider effort by the Basra Governor and the Basra Provincial Council 

(BPC) to ‘Open up Basra’, Assad Eidani gave the executive order to begin removing the T-Wall defences from 

around the Basra Oil Company (BOC) HQ on Sep 03. A further protest took place involving between 60 and 80 

individuals who had recently been involved in oil and gas training courses, subsequently demonstrating outside 

the Basra Provincial Council (BPC). The demo was peaceful, although the group stated they would conduct a sit-

in if they are not given employment soon. Further instances of inter-tribal violence was reported on September 04 

involving heavy gunfire that was believed to have originated from the al-Hamadnah tribe in the vicinity of Qarmat 

Ali. The gunfire was reported to have been linked to the passing of a prominent member of the tribe and was not 

believed to be related to hostile actions.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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