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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Current US-Iranian tensions, compounded by the alleged drone attacks against Saudi oil facilities on 

September 14, have led to the heightened tensions and there has also been an increase in rhetoric.  Rocket 

attacks targeting the International Zone on May 19, 2019, the Rumaila oilfield and Burjisiya in Basra province 

on Jun 18 and 19, 2019 were most likely carried out by rogue militia factions with ties to Iran.  Such TTPs are 

consistent with standing patterns of Shia militia activity in Baghdad and the southern region at times of 

heightened political tensions.    

 

▪ A series of explosions at Shia militia camps between July and September have been tentatively linked to the 

supply of Iranian missile systems to Shia militias.  On Monday September 09 an alleged airstrike hit a camp on 

the Syrian side of the Iraqi border at Albu Kamal, resulting in several deaths. On Aug 20, an explosion took 

place at a PMF arms depot adjacent to Balad air base in Salah-al-Din.  On Aug 12, a large blast at an arms 

depot in the PMF owned Saqr camp (Camp Falcon) set off munitions and sent projectiles into surrounding 

neighbourhoods, killing an Iraqi citizen and injuring 37 others.  On Jul 19, an explosion rocked another militia 

base in Amerli, Salah-al-Din province and on Jul 28, three explosions were reported at Camp Ashraf in Diyala 

province, located northeast of Baghdad. The nature of the incidents, simultaneous explosions at three widely 

separated locations in 10 kilometre by 10 kilometre camps, probably rules out accidental causes. Although hard 

facts are illusive and following a drone strike on a static PMF callsign in Al-Qaim, Anbar Province on Aug 25, 

five major incidents have now occurred within a month with a large question mark over them. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the multi-IED attacks in across Baghdad on September 07 and 

September 14 underlines the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate 

operations.  Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security 

situation in the capital which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS 

continues to have the capability to launch operations of this nature within the City.  

 

▪ Following weeks of speculation with regards to the longer-term status of the International Zone (IZ) that was 

partially opened to the public in December 2018, on June 04, 2019 the IZ was fully opened to the public on a 

24/7 basis.  The move is seen as part of an attempt by the government to head off criticism that security is 

starting to deteriorate in the country, amidst reports of an IS resurgence in northern Iraq.  Regardless, the move 

marks an important moment that symbolizes the increased stability that has been felt in the capital over the last 

two years.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 

Drone strikes that attacked Saudi oil facilities are ‘high likely’ to have originated from 

Iran: US and KSA 
Investigators from the US and Saudi Arabia have stated that there is a “very high probability” that the drones were 

deployed from a base in Iran, according to a source believed to be close to the investigation. 

Iraq ‘will not join US-led coalition’ in the Arab Gulf 
The Iraqi government announced on September 19 that it would not join a US-led maritime coalition in the Gulf, 

which the US has said will help secure shipping routes through the area. 

Iraq launches new military campaign near the Saudi border to target Islamic State 
The Joint Operations Command (JOC) has announced that there is to begin a new military campaign targeting IS  

militants in Anbar and in the surrounding areas around Karbala and Najaf, near to the Saudi Arabian border. 

 

 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political  
 

Facebook takes down pages promoting inauthentic content and campaigns 

Facebook has recently announced that it had taken down a series of Facebook pages, user accounts and groups 

that had promoted inauthentic and malicious content that had aimed to target voters across a number of countries; 

one of which was Iraq. A total of 76 accounts were taken down in Iraq, alongside seven Instagram accounts, 120 

pages and several groups and events. From the profiles that were eventually removed, analysis showed that the 

majority of content centred on topics such as social issues, the relationship between Iraq and Iran as well as a 

nostalgic narrative of the country during the reign of Saddam Hussein. Whilst investigators were unable to uncover 

the real identities behind the accounts, they did manage to unearth what they described as a high degree of 

coordination between various accounts.  

 

Iraq ‘will not join US-led coalition’ in the Arab Gulf 

The Iraqi government announced on September 19 that it would not join a US-led maritime coalition in the Gulf, 

which the US has said will help secure shipping routes through the area. In an official statement, a spokesman for 

the Iraqi Foreign Ministry, Ahmed al-Sahaf, noted that the proposed military naval forces “complicates the security 

and political situation” in the region, also saying that the creation of a military force to protect shipping lanes is 

likely to further complicate the current situation in the region. The spokesman later went on to state his 

government’s emphasis on supporting plans and solutions for the maintenance of stability in the region. Al-Sahaf 

also reiterated the point of not wanting to join any particular “military axis” that aims to provide maritime security in 

the Gulf. The refusal to join runs counter to the UAE, who has recently announced its intention to join the 

international alliance, complementing a coalition that is already made up of the US, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, the UK 

and Australia.  

Security 
 

Drone strikes that attacked Saudi oil facilities are ‘high likely’ to have originated from Iran: US and KSA 

Investigators from the US and Saudi Arabia have stated that there is a “very high probability” that the drones were 

deployed from a base in Iran, according to a source believed to be close to the investigation. The trajectory of the 

drones and their missiles is thought to originate from the north of the Abqaiq oil plant and may have avoided US 

and Saudi air defence systems by avoiding flying over the Arabian Gulf. The source goes onto say that there is no 

evidence to suggest that the drones flight path started in the south. News reports are indicating that some of the 

drone wreckages have been recovered and Saudi officials have stated that there has been information extracted 

from the wreckages determining that the drones are made by Iran. 

 

Turkish airstrikes displace hundreds of people across Kurdistan 

Kurdish media reports have indicated that the recent Turkish airstrikes have resulted in the displacement of 

hundreds of Kurdish residents, resulting in them seeking aid and shelter from NGOs in towns close to Erbil. A 

number of Turkish airstrikes have attacked targets across the Balayan valley, hitting a number of villages and 

resulting in civilian deaths, according to Kurdish media. The Turkish Ministry has responded, stating that fighters 

belonging to the Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK) were targeted in the area and subsequently killed. This comes after 

Turkey regularly targets areas where there is an alleged presence of PKK fighters and infrastructure. Local village 

representatives have complained that Turkish airstrikes have damaged the infrastructure of the villages, such as 

roads, electricity grids and water supplies.  

 

Iraq launches new military campaign near the Saudi border to target Islamic State 

The Joint Operations Command (JOC) has announced that there is to begin a new military campaign targeting IS 

militants in Anbar and in the surrounding areas around Karbala and Najaf, near to the Saudi Arabian border. This 

latest operation will run in tandem with other operations that are currently underway to flush out terrorist cells. 
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Operation ‘Will of Victory’ is being undertaken in phases across Anbar, the north of Baghdad, Diyala and Nineveh 

province. A statement from the JOC said “The fifth stage of this operation began at dawn on Monday in the desert 

of Anbar, south of the international road that borders Najaf to the Saudi-Iraqi border” adding that units from different 

arms of the Iraqi Security Forces, including the PMF and the international coalition, are involved in supporting the 

ISF.  

Peshmerga lined up to have a representative in the Joint Operations Command 

The Iraqi Prime Minister, Adel Abdul Mahdi, has signed an official order that states the Peshmerga will have a 

representative in the country’s Joint Operations Command (JOC). The Prime Minister, who is also the 

Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, made the decision to restructure the existing set-up of the JOC and 

Abdul Amir Yarallah is reportedly set to be appointed as the Deputy Army Chief of Staff for operations. Peshmerga 

forces were heavily involved in pushing IS back and reclaiming territory, most notably in disputed areas. Some 

2000 Peshmerga were killed and 8000 wounded during the campaign to oust the terrorist group.  

 

Multiple IEDs hit Baghdad City on September 16; several people injured 

Local media reports indicated that multiple IEDs exploded across Baghdad on September 16, resulting in 

approximately 12 people suffering injuries. Media sources reported explosions in the al-Ilam, Shurta al-Rabi'a, 

Shaab and Bab al-Sheik districts. The explosions reportedly took place around 2000hrs, however this has yet to 

be confirmed and it is not known if the explosions happened simultaneously or spread out over a longer period of 

time.  

 

Alleged airstrikes on Iran-affiliated PMUs in Albu Kamal 

Unidentified aircraft have allegedly targeted Iran-backed PMUs in the Syrian town of Albu Kamal on the evening 

of September 16, resulting in the deaths of at least ten fighters. Very few details have been released concerning 

the latest suspected airstrike, however it is believed that an arms depot was targeted. This latest incident is similar 

to previous alleged airstrikes against PMU sites in Iraq and Albu Kamal, the latter of which was targeted the week 

prior to this latest airstrike. An international news agency previously claimed that Iran and its allies were 

constructing a new military base, resulting in suspicions that Iran potentially wanted to develop a logistics hub that 

would have allowed Iran and its allies to transfer weapons and material more easily across Iraq, Syria and 

Lebanon.  

 

Economy 

 
Siemens and Orascom sign agreement to rebuild Baiji power plants 

Iraq’s Ministry of Electricity has signed contracts with Siemens and Orascom to rebuild Baiji 1 and Baiji 2 power 

plants in northern Iraq, which will go some way to rebuilding Iraq’s power sector. Work is scheduled to start once 

the contracts have been officially completed by the Ministry of Finance, which is believed to be in the next month. 

The power plants suffered extensive damage by I.S militants, with the costs associated with the rebuilding of the 

plants are thought to be in the region of $1.3 billion.  

 

Iraqi Prime Minister visits China 

Adel Abdul Mahdi, the Iraqi Prime Minister, has travelled to China as part of his official duties to make progress on 

the previous joint business ventures from 2015. The agreements four years ago discussed the development of 

Iraq’s infrastructure. The PM has said that his country has a partnership with China and the focus of the visit is to 

link up both the Far Eastern and Near Eastern economies, according to an official statement. The Iraqi PM claimed 

that “We seek in our visit to build a framework for a strategic partnership for Iraq to develop and rebuild its 

infrastructure, economy, society and achieve progress in getting rid of unemployment, poverty, illiteracy and 

backwardness.”  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In the Kurdistan region, the Turkish military targeted suspected PKK positions across the northern areas, including 

Haftanin; however very few details have emerged. Turkish ground troops found and subsequently cleared several 

IEDs. Airstrikes also killed a number of suspected PKK militants in the Gara region, Duhok.  

 

Across Sulaymaniyah during the reporting period, the police carried out a series of raids and arrests of people 

suspected of being involved in human organ smuggling and the trafficking of antiquities. People were also arrested 

for more generic criminal acts, such as stealing and murder.  

 

Nineveh province saw a significant level of activity over the week, with generic crime and incidents involving 

shootings (both criminal and terrorist-related), IEDs and ISF conducting both intelligence-led operations and 

clearance operations to destroy weapons caches. IS militants continued the trend of attacking security forces, with 

a number of pro-government Sunni tribesmen being targeted. Several IS militants, including a Syrian national, 
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were arrested in the vicinity of Mosul. The Military Intelligence Directorate also carried out a series of raids, 

resulting in the killing or arrests of numerous IS fighters.  

 

Across the province of Kirkuk during the reporting period, the ISF carried out numerous operations to find and 

clear weapons caches and IEDs, as well as conducting intelligence-led operations to capture IS militants. Islamic 

State, in response, continued to engage in operations that involved SAF, IEDs and suicide bombings. There were 

a number of attacks against ISF in the Bashir village area, Makhmour district, Hawija district, the Rashad sub-

district. All the attacks were either roadside IEDs or SAF, resulting in the deaths of at least 11 security force 

members.  

 

In Salah-al-Din province, IS fighters continued to carry out attacks, targeting both military and ‘soft’ civilian targets. 

An IED detonated close to a playground in the village of Yangecha, injuring at least six children. Militant activity is 

also visible in and around the areas of Makhoul mountains, where IS fighters target ISF checkpoints. The Iraqi 

Security Media Cell produced a statement claiming that they had arrested a terrorist network in Samarra that 

consisted of six people who were planning attacks during the pilgrimage of Arba’een. A further 78 people were 

subsequently detained across the country in relation to the planning of terror attacks in Karbala, a number of which 

were arrested across Salah-al-Din. Several PMF members were killed and others wounded by a series of IS 

attacks on PMF checkpoints across the province. The PUK-affiliated Peshmerga, supported by Coalition aircraft, 

launched a security operation in the Dawouda and Shuraw villages between Kifri and Tuz Khurmatu. The operation 

was aimed at clearing the area of the ‘White Banners’.  

 

Across Diyala province, the ISF launched the latest phase of Operation ‘Will of Victory’ in the areas surrounding 

Muqdadiyah district, resulting in a number of suspects being arrested on suspicion of terrorism. ISF units also 

found and subsequently cleared weapons caches in the orchards of Duwalib and the surrounding areas, north 

east of Baqubah. There has been a spike in the number of incidents involving hostile actions on the road between 

Baqubah and Muqdadiyah and the rest of the north east of the province. This is partly due to a heavier presence 

of ISF and PMF units in the area and are engaging in more kinetic activities against IS elements. Security forces 

are also manning more checkpoints on the main roads and are therefore presenting more opportunities for IS to 

target. ISF units continued to conduct search operations, resulting in multiple weapons caches being found. Most 

of the caches included mortars, IEDs, small and medium calibre weapons as well as ammunition. There was also 

a series of hideouts found to contain basic living supplies such as food, water and mattresses, confirming previous 

reporting that indicated IS sleeper cells were living in basic conditions away from population centres and therefore 

this is one reason why the cells have proved difficult to locate. The PMU claimed that it had shot down a drone 

between Khanaqin and Shahraban on September 20. It is not known whether this was a drone armed with missiles 

or a spy drone, neither is it known who the drone is believed to belong to. Three farmers were injured when a 

device – believed to have been an IED – exploded underneath a tractor in Jalawla, Diyala province on September 

20.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

Anbar province is experiencing lower levels of ISF and militant activity than the northern Iraqi provinces, however 

there remains a presence of IS sleeper cells across the province. The Iraqi military reported a series of weapons 

caches were found and subsequently cleared by the ISF and were believed to have contained weapons and 

ammunition.  One of the biggest seizures was discovered in the province, where ISF seized 570 recently made 

explosive belts, IEDs, hand grenades and anti-tank mines. In Ramadi and Fallujah, there remained a high rate of 

criminal activity. Police arrested a number of counterfeit currency traffickers  in the province and a number of 

tunnels and hideouts belonging to IS were also uncovered in al-Qaim district. An IS jurist and his aide were arrested 

in an operation in the al-Rashad area of Karma in eastern Anbar province. Four IS hideouts were destroyed in al-

Ghadaf Valley in Rutbah district, during the ongoing anti-IS offensive ‘Will of Victory’ which was started on 

September 17 to secure the desert areas between Anbar, Karbala and Najaf towards the Saudi border. An ISF 

operation in the Albu Aitha area found and cleared five IEDs. 

 

At least 5 pro-Iranian militia members were killed in an airstrike that targeted the headquarters of the Fatemiyoun 

Brigade in the Syrian town of Albu Kamal near the Iraqi border early on the morning of September 19, according 

to international media sources. Two IS hideouts containing quantities of light and medium caliber weapons and 

explosives as well as one vehicle were destroyed and one IS militant arrested in a security operation in the desert 

area of al-Jalabat, south of Rutbah. Pro-government Sunni tribesmen arrested fifteen suspects during a search 
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operation in the Ghadaf Valley, Tabaqat Airport, al-Waleed Airport, Fayyad, Albu Khalaf, Fazaa al-Shdida, Anizah 

and Nahidin villages in western Anbar province, close to the Jordan–Saudi Arabia border. 

 

Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

Across Baghdad over the reporting period there remained high levels of criminal activity, including the trafficking 

of drugs, kidnapping for ransom, theft and murder. There were also cases involving the theft of antiquities from 

Karkh museum and the targeting of security personnel involving the use of IEDs attached to the doors of the 

intended recipients’ houses.  The Iraqi police remained active and carried out a number of drug-related arrests in 

the districts of Karada, Bab al-Sheikh and New Baghdad area. There was a series of terror-related arrests in the 

city, included an operation to arrest suspects in Kadhimiyah, Taji and al-Ma’amil. The city witnessed ongoing 

protests in the areas of Zayouna, Tahrir Square, Sadoun, Salahiya and Karada. Tens of former prisoners of US 

detention centers in Iraq gathered outside the Sadrist Movement HQ building Karada, demanding benefits. Several 

alleged gang members were arrested for breaking the window of a vehicle and stealing approximately $33,000 

and 49 million IQD in cash, in Sayediyah area of West Rashid district. The gang also confessed to five other break-

ins elsewhere in the city. The IPS arrested one suspect for human trafficking in Baghdad al-Jadida area. A 

spokesperson for the Iraqi Ministry of Interior, Saad Maan, announced the arrest of two suspected terrorists in 

southern Baghdad, however the location was not specified. A drugs trafficker was arrested in possession of 21,000 

narcotics tablets in al-Amin area of New Baghdad district. 
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Across the wider province of Baghdad, there remained consistent  levels of crime. A civilian was wounded during 

an armed carjacking in Hussainiyah al-Ma'amil area, north east of Baghdad. Several alleged gang members were 

arrested in connection with a burglary in Hussainiyah, north east of Baghdad. Two ISF members were wounded 

in an IS sniper attack on a security checkpoint in Tarmiyah district, north of Baghdad. Ten terrorist suspects were 

arrested at an unspecified location in western Baghdad province. Five SPG-9 rockets and three explosive charges 

were found and seized in the al-Mansiya village in Abu Ghraib district. Following a subsequent confession, ISF 

seized 7 x RPG-7 rockets, 1 x M-16 rifle, 2 x mags, 400 x rounds of ammunition, 1 x explosives-rigged vest and 

one IED wired to a cell phone trigger, which was set and ready to be detonated, in the al-Tabie village of Tarmiyah 

district. One AK-47 rifle along with one magazine and two boats were found and seized in the al-Mahasneh village 

of Abu Ghraib district. Unknown gunmen attacked a PMF checkpoint in the Mushada area, killing one PMF 

member. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In Babel province, the IPS arrested 30 suspects on a variety of criminal charges in a series of raids across the 

province. One of the suspects arrested was terror-related after he reportedly attempted to enter the province from 

a main security checkpoint in northern Babel. Drug traffickers were also arrested at checkpoints and border 

crossings, with IPS arrested two drugs traffickers at a security checkpoint in al-Kilf district, south of Hillah, seizing 

1850 narcotics tablets. Two traffickers from Muthanna province were arrested separately at different checkpoints 

near the al-Neel junction, north of Hillah, resulting in a quantity of narcotics being seized. Approximately 20 civilians 

demonstrated near the Municipal Council building in Hashimyat, demanding the reinstatement of the former 

Municipality Director.  

  

In Wasit, customs officers at the Zerbatiyah border crossing in eastern Wasit province arrested an Iranian national 

for the possession of 500 grams of opium. Approximately 300 municipal contractors  demonstrated near the Wasit 

Government Headquarters, demanding permanent employment. An unidentified gunman shot and killed two 

persons in the al-Naseej Street area in Kut city before fleeing to an unknown destination. Border patrol officers 

arrested a wanted man at the Zerbatiyah port in Wasit province. The traveler was also in possession of a narcotic 

substance. An ISF-led operation arrested two wanted individuals in the Hawr al-Dalmaj Marsh area. ISF units 

arrested 31 wanted people across Wasit province. 
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In Karbala, the Iraqi Prime Minister, Adel Abdul Mahdi, ordered the withdrawal of Iran-backed militias belonging to 

Hashd al-Shaabi from the areas bordering Saudi Arabia on Wednesday, September 18. The brigades of Hezbollah, 

Nujaba, Imam Ali, Mukhtar al-Thaqafi brigade, and other militias are now required to leave their positions in 

Nukhaib, Habariya, Mudarab Anza and other areas in the vicinity of Samawah and Anbar provinces, according to 

an official from the Iraqi Defense Ministry and subsequently reported by Iraqi media outlets. The PM reportedly 

ordered the Iraqi army and border police to take over the area and replace the militias. Several slum residents 

gathered outside the governorate building in Karbala city, demanding a halt to the government’s plans to demolish 

their houses until local authorities provide alternative living arrangements. On September 18 in Karbala City, 

around 400 people affiliated to the Al-Salam PMF Brigade demonstrated in front of the Governate building against 

the planned demolition of their houses. A number of armed protestors reportedly fired rounds in the air during the 

demonstration. The ISF were dispatched to the scene and also fired warning shots into the air to disperse the 

gathering. The local administration claims that these houses are illegally built on GoI land and therefore must be 

demolished. Local media sources reported on the evening of September 20 that a suspected car bomb targeted a 

checkpoint to the north of Karbala, resulting in at least 8 killed and a further 6 wounded. These figures are likely 

to change once further information becomes apparent. 

 

In Diwaniya, on September 15, several people from al-Khuza'i tribe demonstrated in the Hamza district, south of 

Diwaniyah, denouncing the dismissal of the governor, Zuhair Ali Shalan (affiliated with the State of Law Coalition) 

by the provincial council. Ten ISF members were reportedly wounded by stones that were thrown by the protestors 

and a number of tyres were set blaze, resulting in several roads being closed. The  SWAT police force was 

subsequently deployed to control the situation. The ISF implemented heightened security measures in the vicinity 

of the Provincial Council building in Diwaniyah city. Another demonstration was recorded on of Sept 16 in the same 

area, however no further details were obtained. Two suspects were arrested in Diwaniyah in possession of 700 

narcotics tablets. It was reported that Minister of Interior Yassin al-Yasiri had ordered the removal of Dara al-

Janoub main security checkpoint on Route Tampa South, due to improved security situation in Iraq southern region 

provinces. 

 

In Dhi Qar province, a 17-year-old teenager was arrested in Suq al-Shuyukh district, south of Nasiriyah, in 

connection with several thefts. The IPS arrested an individual near an unfinished house in Shatrah district, north 

of Nasiriyah, in possession of one AK-47 rifle along with one chest rig and four magazines. An UVIED detonated 

under a civilian's vehicle in the Shatrah area, with no casualties reported. There was no further information on the 

possible motive behind the attack. Six people, including three off duty officers, and one boy were killed, and two 

others wounded during an argument at a funeral procession that escalated into a shootout involving due to tribal 

violence in the Karmashiya area of Qarmat Bani Saeed, Suq al-Shuyukh district. The ISF subsequently arrested 

16 suspects. 

 

In Maysan, Iraqi police units arrested two suspects on terrorism charges for their alleged involvement in a tribal-

related SAF attack that targeted the home of a civilian at an unspecified location in the province.  

 

In Muthanna province, a series of protests affected a number of hospital as workers demonstrated for payment of 

wages.  

 

In Basra, crime rates were in keeping with previous trends. Kidnapping has still played its part in the weekly crime 

statistics, with one case where a 5-year-old girl from Baghdad was rescued by the ISF in Safwan. Her captor was 

subsequently arrested, however it is not known what the motive behind the crime was. Drug trafficking gangs were 

also arrested for the possession and intent to supply illegal drugs. On September 14, the ISF forcibly dispersed a 

sit-in protest of university graduates in the vicinity of al-Tarbiyah Bridge in Basra city. On September 14, three 

people, including two bystanders, were wounded when an armed brawl took place in the Tamimiyah area of Basra 

city. The ISF made six subsequent arrests. On Sept 15, approximately 250 farmers demonstrated in Qurna district, 

north of Basra, demanding compensation for the damage caused to agricultural crops by floods in last winter. 

Protestors reportedly blocked the main road leading to the Majnoon oil concession for a period of time. The Basra-
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based Emergency Response Battalion said in a statement on September 15 that they have arrested 16 people on 

a variety of charges. These security operations occurred in Hayyaniyah and Jihad districts. In Basra, customs 

officers at Basra international airport arrested a Chinese national for illegal possession of a large quantity of 

medicine. On the night of September 15, a tribal elder named as Khalaf Mendil al-Hamdani survived an 

assassination attempt when unidentified gunman opened fire on his vehicle while transiting the Qarmat Ali sub-

district, north of Basra, no casualties were reported. Several farmers demonstrated in Zubair district, demanding 

government financial support and calling on the Ministry of Agriculture to ban the tomato imports from neighbouring 

countries. Police and elements of the Emergency Response Battalion (ERB) were involved in an arrest operation 

in the al-Kaziza district of the city. 

 

Around fifteen kilograms of gold was reportedly seized during a raid carried by the Ministry of Interior’s Hawks 

Intelligence on the house of a retired policeman in the Shamshumiyah area, Basra city. It was reported that the 

detained person was taken to the presidential palace area for further interrogation and the seizure is believed to 

be linked to recent the detention of a woman and the theft of approximately 46 million IQD from government 

employees’ payroll. On September 19 several people demonstrated outside the Basra governorate building in 

Ma’qil district, demanding employment opportunities. The IPS arrested 200 female waitresses on suspicion of 

prostitution during  raids on cafes in al-Wufood Street, as well as the al-Jaza'ir and Barad'iyah areas in Basra city. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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