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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Current US-Iranian tensions, compounded by the alleged drone attacks against Saudi oil facilities on 

September 14 have led to the heightened tensions and there has also been an increase in rhetoric.  IDF and 

rocket attacks targeting the International Zone on September 23 and May 19, 2019, the Rumaila oilfield and 

Burjisiya in Basra province on Jun 18 and 19, 2019 were most likely carried out by rogue militia factions with 

ties to Iran.  Such TTPs are consistent with standing patterns of Shia militia activity in Baghdad and the southern 

region at times of heightened political tensions.    

 

▪ A series of explosions at Shia militia camps between July and September have been tentatively linked to the 

supply of Iranian missile systems to Shia militias.  On Monday September 09 an alleged airstrike hit a camp on 

the Syrian side of the Iraqi border at Albu Kamal, resulting in several deaths. On Aug 20, an explosion took 

place at a PMF arms depot adjacent to Balad air base in Salah-al-Din.  On Aug 12, a large blast at an arms 

depot in the PMF owned Saqr camp (Camp Falcon) set off munitions and sent projectiles into surrounding 

neighbourhoods, killing an Iraqi citizen and injuring 37 others.  On Jul 19, an explosion rocked another militia 

base in Amerli, Salah-al-Din province and on Jul 28, three explosions were reported at Camp Ashraf in Diyala 

province, located northeast of Baghdad. The nature of the incidents, simultaneous explosions at three widely 

separated locations in 10 kilometre by 10 kilometre camps, probably rules out accidental causes. Although hard 

facts are illusive and following a drone strike on a static PMF callsign in Al-Qaim, Anbar Province on Aug 25, 

five major incidents have now occurred within a month with a large question mark over them. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the multi-IED attacks in across Baghdad on September 07 and 

September 14 underlines the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate 

operations.  Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security 

situation in the capital which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS 

continues to have the capability to launch operations of this nature within the City.  

 

▪ Following weeks of speculation with regards to the longer-term status of the International Zone (IZ) that was 

partially opened to the public in December 2018, on June 04, 2019 the IZ was fully opened to the public on a 

24/7 basis.  The move is seen as part of an attempt by the government to head off criticism that security is 

starting to deteriorate in the country, amidst reports of an IS resurgence in northern Iraq.  Regardless, the move 

marks an important moment that symbolizes the increased stability that has been felt in the capital over the last 

two years.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 

Islamic State claims latest bombing at a checkpoint outside Karbala 
IS has claimed responsibility for the VBIED that detonated at a checkpoint on the northern outskirts of Karbala on 

September 20 that resulted in the deaths of 12 people. 

New report claims IS are preparing to free its detained fighters from Syrian jails 
According to a recently released study by the Institute for the Study of War (ISW), IS are in the middle of putting 

together a series of operations to spring its fighters who are currently detained in jails across Syria. 

Prime Minister issues decree restructuring of PMF; paramilitary forces-linked media 

responds with fake news claims 
Iraqi Prime Minister and the Commander-in-chief of the armed forces, Adel Abdel Mahdi, has allegedly issued a 

decree that has set out the new structure for the PMF, including an overhaul of its leadership. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Political  
 

Prime Minister issues decree restructuring of PMF; paramilitary forces-linked media responds with fake 

news claims 

Iraqi Prime Minister and the Commander-in-chief of the armed forces, Adel Abdel Mahdi, has allegedly issued a 

decree that has set out the new structure for the PMF, including an overhaul of its leadership. According to several 

documents reportedly originating from the Iraqi government, the deputy leadership position currently held by Abu 

Mahdi al-Muhandis, is to be abolished and the top position held by Faleh al-Fayyadh is to be strengthened, along 

with a restructuring of other positions. The offices of the PMF units are to be closed and the names of the PMF 

factions are also to be removed. These moves comes after the initial decree stated that the deadline for the 

integration of the PMF units into the Iraqi military is to be completed by July 31, however this deadline slipped, and 

more time was given for the units to implement this demand from the PM. In response to this latest decree, PMF-

aligned media outlets stated that the documents published by the government were in fact fake. This episode 

follows a similar pattern when an alleged official statement by Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis declared that the PMF is to 

develop its own air defence capabilities in light of the recent airstrikes – again, suspected – on a number of its 

bases. A PMF media state later released said that this was fake. It is hoped that an official statement from the 

PM’s office will clarify some of the details.  

 
Iran is ready to ‘destroy aggressors’ after US plans to base additional troops in the region 
Iran has publicly declared that it is ready to destroy any country that attempts to carry out an attack on its territory, 

according to a military official. The head of the Revolutionary Guards, Major General Hossein Salami, informed 

Iranian state media on September 21 that “Our readiness to respond to any aggression is definitive.” The Major 

General’s statement comes after the US said that it will base an unspecified number of its troops in Saudi Arabia 

and the UAE as a defensive measure, according to the Defence Secretary, Mark Esper. He said that both countries 

had requested military assistance from the US, whose troops will boost air and missile defences, as well as 

“accelerating the delivery of military equipment” to both nations. Meanwhile, President Trump has announced 

another round of sanctions against the Iranian regime, focusing on Iran’s central bank and sovereign wealth fund. 

Despite the increase in rhetoric, the US president took a less aggressive stance, stating "I think the strong person 

approach, and the thing that does show strength, would be showing a little bit of restraint.”  

 
Iraq and the Netherlands explore options for trying IS members  

Iraqi and Dutch officials are exploring ways in which suspected IS members can be tried in Iraq. The Iraqi Foreign 

Affairs minister, Ali al-Hakim and his Dutch counterpart, Stef Blok, intend on talking through the potential options 

during their planned meeting at the UNGA. A number of other countries who have links to fighters being detained 

in Iraq and Syria will also join a session to discuss the issue, as there are some states - including the Netherlands 

- who are in favour of allowing Iraq to try the suspected militants instead of attempting to repatriate them back to 

their host countries.  

Security 
 

Islamic State claims latest bombing at a checkpoint outside Karbala 

IS has claimed responsibility for the VBIED that detonated at a checkpoint on the northern outskirts of Karbala on 

September 20 that resulted in the deaths of 12 people. The extremist group announced their responsibility for the 

bombing via its news agency, Amaq. The attack comes as a military operation is underway across the province as 

part of the fifth phase of Operation ‘Will of Victory’ which is designed to flush out IS sleeper cells and the targeting 

of cells in the areas around Karbala is thought to be related to securing the area prior to Arba’een.  
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New report claims IS are preparing to free its detained fighters from Syrian jails 

According to a recently released study by the Institute for the Study of War (ISW), IS are in the middle of putting 

together a series of operations to spring its fighters who are currently detained in jails across Syria. The report 

states that the extremist group’s preparations to free its personnel from prisons and heavily guarded internally 

displaced people (IDP) camps are underway across Syria and, to a lesser extent, Iraq. The release of the report 

comes alongside high rates of IS activity across Iraq as well as the US president Donald Trump publicly calling out 

a number of European countries, criticising them for not taking back their citizens who are currently in jail for being 

alleged members of IS. The leader of IS, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, announced the plans for the prisoner breakout 

campaign during his speech that was released on September 16. IS fighters have been increasing their influence 

and authority in the IDP camps over recent months, according to media reports.  

 

Reports of drones striking an Iranian-backed PMF base on September 22 

International media outlets are reporting that an unidentified aircraft attacked an Iranian-backed PMF camp in al-

Murassanat in Anbar province on September 22, however there has been no casualties reported.  

 

Fifth phase of ‘Will of Victory’ operation has come to an end 

The latest phase of the operation to destroy or disrupt IS cells across the country has come to an end. The fifth 

phase of the operation ‘Will of Victory’ had focused on the areas around the south of Anbar, Karbala province and 

Najaf, as well as areas close to the Saudi and Jordanian borders. According to a statement from the Iraqi’s Security 

Media Cell, the military operation successfully discovered and subsequently cleared a large number of IS-linked 

shelters, weapons caches and IED making factories in the desert regions. An unspecified number of IS fighters or 

sympathisers were either arrested or killed during engagements. It is likely that the next phase will start in the near 

future, however little information is available to ascertain what this next phase might consist of.  

 

Economy 

 
Iraq and China agree infrastructure deal 

Iraq will officially join the Chinese infrastructure investment project, according to a statement from the Iraqi Prime 

Minister on September 23. The PM made the announcement during a meeting with the Chinese Premier, Xi 

Jinping, during a state visit in which the redevelopment of Iraq’s infrastructure was reported to be high on the 

agenda. "Iraq has gone through war and civil strife and is grateful to China for its valuable support," said the Iraqi 

PM. The Chinese leader also added that the two countries would work together to help build oil and infrastructure 

projects together. Trade between Iraq and the Chinese state has been increasing in recent years, as more than 

$30 billion  was traded last year, according to the Chinese state news agency, Xinhua. This latest trade deal forms 

part of China’s ‘Belt and Road Initiative’ which aims to build a network of transportation links from China, across 

Asia, the Middle East and Europe.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Across Erbil during the reporting period, the Turkish military continued to carry out strikes on PKK targets as part 

of Operation  Claw, which is now well into its third phase. PKK targets have been carried out in Avasin, Qandil 

Mountains and Zewka. Some reports have indicated that a number of villages have been evacuated as a result of 

this latest action.  

 

Duhok also experienced a series of Turkish airstrikes in the region. Approximately 15 PKK militants were killed in 

Haftanin, which was the location for a Turkish airstrike back in August (12) that resulted in 12 people being killed. 

The PKK responded with an attack of its own, killing three Turkish soldiers. On September 25 two PKK fighters 

and one civilian were killed in an airstrike conducted by Turkish warplanes in Chamanke sub-district in Duhok 

governorate. The airstrike targeted a vehicle belonging to the PKK, according to an NRT reporter in the area. The 

ISF arrested three wanted individuals in the Hay al-Shuhada area, on terrorism charges.  

 

In Sulaymaniyah, he Sulaimaniyah Asayish security services announced on September 22 that it has arrested two 

people suspected of involvement in a shooting incident at the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) Branch Four 
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office. The security forces said that the suspects reportedly confessed to their involvement and said that they acted 

independently.  

 

In Nineveh province, a tribal elder known as Mahmoud al-Jubouri was reportedly killed when unidentified gunmen 

raided his house in the Yarmouk district of western Mosul city. Two Syrian nationals were arrested in a failed 

infiltration attempt into the Tal Asfuk village in Ba'aj district in western Nineveh province. Several IT devices was 

found in their possession. The IPS arrested six suspected IS militants during a search and raid operation carried 

out in the areas of Tamouz 17, Tamouz 30, Haramat and areas adjacent to the Tigris River near the Hawi al-

Kanisa district in western Mosul city. Two women were arrested on suspicion of terrorism offences in the old city 

of Mosul. Three terrorists were arrested in a raid on a house in Tal Afar district. Unidentified armed assailants shot 

and killed a municipal worker and wounded another in Ba'aj district. Further raids across the province resulting in 

a number of IS members being killed or detained by the ISF. 

 

In Kirkuk, a local resident of the Ghaida village in Daquq district was reported to have been arrested on terrorism 

charges in a raid in the al-Nasir district of Kirkuk city on September 21. Four people, including an ISF Major and a 

Sunni tribesmen, were wounded when two coordinated-IEDs detonated in the Qaraj sub-district, Makhmour. The 

first explosion targeted a group of civilians, and 10 minutes later a second device detonated against a military 

patrol which was enroute to scene of the initial blast. The ISF rescued four Bangladeshi hostages and arrested 

their two captors in Rahim Awa area in northern Kirkuk city. IS gunmen attacked a security checkpoint in the village 

of Anwar al-Assi in Hawija. No casualties were reported. Federal police forces and Sunni tribesmen commenced 

two separate anti-IS operations in the villages of Danadish and Hamdania in Hawija district. 

 

Three Sunni tribesmen were wounded when a road-side IED detonated against their vehicle near the village of 

Pungena in Qaraj sub-district south of Makhmour. A terrorist was arrested in the village of Yermecha in Laylan 

sub-district, south of Kirkuk. US-led Coalition forces reportedly conducted a controlled detonation in the K-1 military 

base, north west of Kirkuk. A shepherd was killed in an IED detonation near the village of Tal Ghazal, Makhmour 

district on September 22. Four security members were subsequently wounded when an IED detonated on an ISF 

vehicle responding to the earlier detonation. IS targeted federal police posts with mortar rounds near the village of 

Awad in Riyadh sub-district, Hawijah. A cache of explosives containing 29 IEDs was discovered during a search 

operation near the village of al-Kharbanna in Makhmour, along with the discovery of four underground tunnel 

systems. The PMU forces began increasing security measures in the surrounding areas of the Shia Shrine of Zain 

al-Abidin in Daquq district ahead the Arba’een commemoration on October 19-20. Two IS hideouts containing 

mattresses and petrol were seized in the Dhiba al-Jadid village, south of Kirkuk. A roadside IED detonated on a 

vehicle in the Kirkuk area, wounding one civilian. IS gunmen attacked federal police posts with mortars and SAF 

in the al-Sekak, Riyadh sub-district. Three federal police members were subsequently killed and five others 

wounded.  

 

In Salah-al-Din,   ISF EOD safely removed via controlled detonation 19 x SPG-9 rockets that were found inside an 

orchard in the village of Bishkan, Dhuluiyah sub- district. The ISF arrested one wanted individual in the Altun Kupri 

area on terrorism charges. 49 x legacy IEDs, 17 x explosive charges 21 detonators were found and seized during 

a search operation in the Mukeshefah region, north of Samarra. Iraqi Counter Terrorism Service (CTS), backed 

by US-led coalition aircraft, carried out a large-scale operation in the central Salah-al-Din province on September 

21, killing three IS militants and destroying several hideouts. The CTS operation was conducted in the mountains 

of Makhoul and Khanouga and the areas between the towns of Baiji and al-Shirqat in the northern part of the 

province, according to officials. A further three IS militants were killed and  the CTS units destroyed dozens of IS 

tunnels and hideouts, as well as seizing weapons and ammunition. Iraqi security forces carried out operations to 

clear elements of IS from the mountainous areas in eastern and northern parts of Sala-al-Din province. 

 

In Diyala province on Sept 20, IS militants attacked the village of al-Maadan in the outskirts of Khanaqin, no 

casualties were reported. ISF EOD safely disarmed an IED in the village of al-Reaya in the al-Abbarah sub-district. 

Diyala-based IPS arrested 13 suspects on varied criminal charges in a series of raids across Baqubah, Khanaqin, 
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Jalawla, Mandali, Abu Saida, Khalis and Mansouriyah. The PMU 4th Bde (Badr) seized multiple Katyusha rockets 

and one 60 mm mortar system along with several shells near the village of Yousif, south of Lake Hamrin. It was 

reported that the ammunition in this cache was to be used later against the Shia pilgrims during the upcoming 

Arba’een commemoration. Two hideouts containing two high explosive devices contained within a 20-gallon tanker 

were destroyed in an intelligence-led operation in the village of al-Duwalib, Mansouriyah sub-district. ISF found 

and cleared one IED planted on an agricultural road leading to the gravel quarries in Mansouriyah sub-district. The 

ISF recovered the body of a woman near the Khan Bani Saad sub-district, south of Baquba. A police emergency 

battalion deployed to the surrounding areas of the al-Mukheisah and Abu Khanazir villages in Abu Saida sub-

district to eliminate IS sleeper cells. Unknown gunmen in the Abu Saydah area shot at an ISF vehicle, killing one 

ISF member and wounding two others. 

 

On September 24, a PMU member was killed and two others were wounded when a group of IS gunmen attacked 

a security post near the village of Sheik Mahdi, Bawa Mahmoud area, located between Kalar and Khanaqin. A 

safe house containing a quantity of explosives and military uniforms, was discovered near Lake Hamrin, in between 

Muqdadiyah and Khanaqin. On September 24, three mortar shells landed in the Mullah Hamid village in Khanaqin 

district, causing material damage but no casualties. An ISF EOD unit safely dismantled four IEDs planted on 

agricultural roads in al-Abbarah sub-district, north east of Baqubah. The IPS arrested 15 suspects on a variety of 

criminal and terrorism charges in raids across the province during the course of the past two days. The ISF 

commenced a security operation in the surrounding areas of the Khuraisan River, between al-Abbarah and Abu 

Saida sub-districts. The PMU 23rd Bde (Badr) launched a security operation in the villages of Mardan Qassim, 

Nahr al-Rahamleh, Tal Abayad, Ali Sadoun and Sheik Raheem, adjacent to the al-Wand River in Khanaqin district. 

One IS safe house was destroyed and two IS militants were killed in an Iraqi airstrike in the Sunaydij area in the 

outskirts of Qara Tepe sub-district, Khanaqin. An IED detonated in the Qaryat Hoayder area, killing one ISF 

member. IS snipers targeted a PMU outpost near the Qoulai village, Khanaqin district, resulting in one PMU 

member killed and three others wounded. IS snipers targeted a PMU position near the al-Abbara, north east of 

Baqubah, resulting in one PMU member killed. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

Two civilians were wounded when a legacy IED detonated in Qaim district. Two narcotics traffickers were arrested 

in Khalidiyah district, east of Ramadi on September 19. Three IS safe houses, IED-making components and a 

quantity of military grade explosive material hidden inside a lorry. 400 fuses and detonating cord were found and 

seized in a search operation in the desert area of western Anbar province. One IS hideout, SPG-9 rockets, anti-

tank missile launcher along with rockets and quantities of explosives and munitions, seized during an operation 

near the village of al-Shamiyah near Akashat in Qaim district. One IS vehicle was destroyed and two terrorists 

were arrested in two separate heli-drop operations in the Chalabat region, 80 km south of Rutbah. Five terror 

suspects were arrested, and one IS vehicle was destroyed in an operation east of al-Ghadaf valley, Rutbah district. 

The ISF arrested four terror suspects in different parts of Anbar province. The mayor of Rawah district Hussein Ali 

al-Akidi announced on September 20, the dismantling of a number of booby-trapped devices and IEDs in an 

operation in Rawah district. On September 19, 12 members of the Albu Nimr and al Ghurair tribes were reportedly 

wounded during an argument over a football match that escalated into an armed brawl in Haditha district and the 

ISF made three subsequent arrests. 

 

IS militants shot dead four family members in an overnight attack on their house in the western province of Anbar, 

according to a provincial official. The incident took place in on September 21, when IS militants broke into a house 

belonging to a member of Hashd Shaabi fighters in the Niba'i area of al-Kheirat, some 60 km east of the provincial 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

28 September 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [12] 
                       garda.com 

 

capital Ramadi. The militants opened fire on the family and killed the PMF member along with two women and a 

child before fleeing the scene.  A combined force of ISF and Sunni tribesmen supported by helicopters launched 

an anti-IS offensive in the desert areas located between Salah-al-Din and Anbar provinces. 

An IS hideout and one Kornet launcher along with rockets and a number of SPG-9 rockets and a quantity of 

explosives were seized in an operation in the Shamiyah desert area of Qaim district. One IS vehicle was destroyed 

and several militants were killed in an Iraqi airstrike in the Houran Valley, 70 kilometres west of Ramadi. 

Unconfirmed reports indicate that a PMU site was targeted in a drone strike near the Lake Tharthar in Fallujah 

district.  

 

The IPS made three terror-related arrests in different parts of Ramadi city. In Anbar, units from al-Jazira Operations 

Command launched an anti-IS operation in areas around the north of Haditha Lake, 160 km west of the provincial 

capital Ramadi, subsequently destroying two IS vehicles and seizing arms and ammunition. A large cache of 

munitions was found and seized in the Uwaisat area, Fallujah district. The ISF arrested three wanted individuals 

in Hit district on terrorism charges. An ISF operation in the Albu Alwan area found and cleared five IEDs. 

The ISF and fighters of the Albu Nimr Sunni tribal militia killed seven IS militants and destroyed three vehicles 

which were loaded with munitions and explosives during an operation near the village of Umm al-Tous, close to 

the provincial boundaries between Anbar and Salah-al-Din provinces. Subsequent Iraqi and Coalition airstrikes 

killed five additional militants and destroyed two vehicles as the militants attempted to flee the area. A combined 

force of ISF and Sunni tribesmen destroyed an IS camp north of Rawah. An ISF operation in Ramadi district found 

and cleared 53 IEDs. Multiple IEDs detonated against an IA convoy in Nukhaib district, Two ISF members killed 

and nine others wounded. An IS camp was destroyed during an ISF operation in Ana. An airstrike carried out by 

the ISF destroyed a weapons cache and a vehicle reportedly belonging to IS. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

In Baghdad City, the ISF rescued a girl and arrested one suspect during an attempted abduction at an 

unspecified location in central Baghdad city. ISF recovered a handcuffed body of an unidentified male, displaying 

stab wounds, from an abandoned yard in Saba Qusor area of Adhamiyah district. Three women were arrested 

in connection with a home burglary in Habibiya area of Sadr City. Following a dispute, a firefight broke out which 

killed one ISF member and wounded one civilian in the Saba Qusoor area. Approximately 15 graduate students 

continued their demonstration at Tahrir Square, demanding employment. One hundred veterinary school 

graduates continued their demonstration at Tahrir Square, demanding employment. Around 40 graduate 

students continued their demonstration near the Ministry of Oil in the Zayouna area, demanding access to jobs. 

Forty  graduate students continued their demonstration near the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific 

Research in the Sadoun area, demanding employment. Fifteen political prisoners from the Saddam regime era 

demonstrated in the Karada area, demanding compensation for their time spent as prisoners. Around 25 

graduate students continued their demonstration near the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the Salahiya area, 

demanding job opportunities. Hundreds of graduates gathered outside Engineers Association building in 

Mansour area of Baghdad city, demanding jobs. 

 

On September 25, riot police dispersed a protest of university graduates, staged outside the PM's office in the 

Alawi area of Karkh district, using water cannons. On the morning of September 25, ISF EOD safely defused a 

hand grenade that had been placed outside the house of an ISF member in Abu Dashir neighbourhood in al-Doura 
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area. Five women and four men were arrested in the Sadoun Street area in Rusafa district for prostitution. Three 

members of a drug trafficking gang were arrested following an exchange of gunfire with ISF at an unspecified 

location in eastern Baghdad city. On September 25, a civilian house in Abu Dashir neighbourhood, al-Doura area 

in southern Baghdad city was reported to have been subjected to a tribal-related SAF attack, with no casualties 

reported. ISF subsequently arrested several suspects riding in a yellow taxi, seizing one Ak-47 rifle and one 

modified blank-firing handgun along with a number of rounds of ammunition found in their possession. An IED 

detonated near a local cafe in Adhamiya, with no casualties reported. An IED detonated near a house in the New 

Baghdad area, with no casualties reported. An unknown individual threw a hand grenade at a civilian’s house in 

the Karada area, wounding one civilian. Approximately 60 PMF members demonstrated in the Rusafa area, 

demanding the release of their withheld salaries.  

 

University graduates protested outside the Prime Minister’s office in the Alawi area of Karkh district, demanding 

job opportunities. Elements of the riot police and water cannons were seen at the vicinity. ISF recovered the body 

of an unidentified male displaying gunshot wounds in Rustumiya area, New Baghdad district. The ISF made three 

terror-related arrests in al-Ghadeer area, New Baghdad, Zaidan area, Abu Ghraib and Adhamiyah. An armed 

robbery targeted the home of a civilian in the Kamaliyah area of New Baghdad district. A suspect was arrested 

during the attempted abduction of a child inside the Medical City Complex in Rusafa district. A human trafficking 

gang was arrested in the al-Batawin area of Rusafa district. 

 

In Baghdad province, the Iraqi Defense Ministry announced the killing of an IS suicide attacker, wearing an 

explosive vest and carrying a sniper rifle in Tarmiyah district, north of Baghdad. The location was not specified. 

Unknown gunmen shot at a civilian's house in the Mushahida area, wounding one civilian. Gunmen shot at an ISF 

checkpoint, killing two ISF members in the Ghuzayliya Reservoir area. IS gunmen attacked Iraqi army posts in 

Tarmiyah district. Unknown gunman shot and wounded one police officer in the Abu Ghraib area. An ISF operation 

in the Al-Yashiyah area found and cleared a weapons cache. Three ISF members were killed and a fourth wounded 

when two IEDs detonated against Iraqi army foot patrol in the Abayachi area, Tarmiyah district. Armed assailants 

carrying suppressed weapons shot and killed a civilian in Nahrawan district, south east of Baghdad. Approximately 

60 farmers protested in the vicinity of the Municipal Local Council  in Hay al-Wihda to demand better security and 

protection for their farms. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

  

In Babel province on September 19, a PMU member was reportedly wounded in a sniper attack on a checkpoint 

in the Behbahan village of Jurf al-Sakhar sub-district, north of Hillah. Several IEDs and suppressed handguns were 

reportedly discovered during a raid in the Hay al-Askari area of Musayyib district. An IED was thrown at a 

policeman's house in Abu al-Jasim village, with no casualties reported. A gang that reportedly specialised in 

kidnapping children was arrested in Babel province. The location of the arrests or details concerning the kidnapping 

activities were not obtained. One rocket-propelled grenade, 25 x striker fuses and one propellant charge were 

found and seized in Jurf al-Sakhar sub-district of Musayyib. ISF arrested two individuals in the Hamiya area in 

connection with the Karbala checkpoint IED attack that happened on September 20. The ISF reported one counter-

terror arrest in Jibela sub-district, north of Hillah. 150 civilians demonstrated in the Hamiya area, demanding 

improved security. 

 

In Wasit, two people were killed and a third wounded when two armed men on a motorcycle opened fire on them 

in the al-Dujail sub-district, south east of Kut. The incident is thought to be linked to an ongoing tribal dispute. 

 

In Karbala, several PMU members gathered outside the governorate building in Karbala city, demanding payment 

of delayed monthly wages and benefits. Approximately 150-200 civilians demonstrated near the Karbala 
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government headquarters, demanding compensation for the removal of non-licensed construction projects. 

Approximately 500 civilians demonstrated near the Karbala Government Headquarters, demanding compensation 

for the removal of their non-licensed construction operations. Around 200 PMF members demonstrated near the 

Karbala Police Department, demanding the release of delayed salaries. 

 

A series of protests occurred in Diwaniya during the reporting period over issues such as an improvement to basic 

services and the release of unpaid wages. 

 

In Dhi Qar,  17-year-old girl was injured by her brother in an alleged accidental shooting in Dawayah district, north 

of Nasiriyah. A number of temporary employees gathered outside the Dhi Qar Health Directorate in Nasiriyah city, 

demanding permanent employment. Dozens of people demonstrated in Suq al-Shuyukh district, over the lack of 

public services. A murder suspect was arrested in a raid carried out by the SWAT police in al-Fidaa neighborhood 

in Nasiriyah city. Approximately 50 employees demonstrated inside the Nasiriyah Thermal Power Station 

compound, demanding the release of their withheld salaries. Thirty civilians demonstrated near the Habubi 

Hospital, demanding improved healthcare for cancer patients. Forty private school graduates demonstrated near 

the Department of Education, demanding employment. A drugs trafficker was arrested in Hay Urr in Nasiriyah city 

after 950 narcotics tablets were found in his possession. 

 

In Maysan on September 25, one person was wounded when several armed man opened fire on four  cargo trucks 

on Hwy-13 near the al-Sheeb border crossing point with Iran in eastern Maysan province, with damage also caused 

to the targeted vehicles. The incident is thought to be related to an outstanding dispute between two influential 

tribes over the sharing of revenues of the services provision at the facility. The IPS arrested three suspects on 

terrorism charges for their involvement in tribal-related SAF attacks on civilians’ houses in Maysan province. 

 

In Muthanna, two drugs traffickers were arrested in Muthanna province. 400 narcotics tablets and a quantity of 

crystal meth found in their possession. The ISF recovered the bodies of two men from the side of the al-Atshan 

River in Umm Al-Akaf area, Rumaitha district, including one showing apparent signs of torture. Several subsequent 

arrests were made in connection to the incident. 

 

In Basra, several armed men broke into a pharmacy in the al-Madina district, north of Basra. and reportedly 

threatened a university professor. The incident is likely related to a personal dispute. A drugs trafficking gang 

comprising of four members were arrested in Basra province. A kilo of hashish, two kilograms of crystal meth, 

136,000 narcotics tablets and one pistol was found in their possession. Approximately 7 million IQD was stolen in 

an armed raid of a house in the al-Mtaiha area of Basra city. The ISF released a hostage from the al-Tamimiyah 

area of Basra city and arrested his captors in Haritha district. Hundreds of temporary employees gathered outside 

the Power Production Projects Directorate in Tuwaisa area of Basra city, demanding permanent employment. 

Approximately 40 civilians demonstrated in the Ma’qil area, demanding compensation for their removal of non-

licensed construction operations. 

 

An IED detonated outside a house in the Mishraq area of Basra city, causing material damage but no casualties. 

A threatening letter was reportedly found at the scene saying that the victim was targeted for soliciting female 

waitresses working at the cafes, which is likely to be related to the recent arrest of approximately 200 waitresses 

on suspicion of prostitution. A retired policeman was killed when unidentified gunmen in a car opened fire on him 

in the al-Awja area of Abu al-Khasib district, south of Basra. A number of criminal suspects were arrested, and 

weapons were subsequently seized in a pre-emptive security operation carried out in Abu al-Khasib district ahead 

the Arba’een Commemoration period on October 19 and 20. 

 

Between 50 and 60 residents of Zubayr demonstrated in relation to the length of time it has taken to receive 

adequate sewage facilities. In Zubayr, drug dealers were arrested, and their motorcycle and drugs were 

confiscated. On September 25, approximately 30 individuals gathered outside the new Basra governorate building 

in Ma’qil district, demanding job opportunities. Approximately 70 non-licensed shop owners demonstrated in the 
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district center, demanding permission to set up shops. On September 25, an Under Vehicle IED (UVIED) detonated 

on a Hyundai parked on al-Wafidat Street - next to the Zarzour restaurant - the owner of the vehicle also runs a 

café and was allegedly targeted due to un-Islamic practices during the period of Muharram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

28 September 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [18] 
                       garda.com 

 

ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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