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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Current US-Iranian tensions, compounded by the alleged drone attacks against Saudi oil facilities on 

September 14 have led to the heightened tensions and there has also been an increase in rhetoric.  IDF and 

rocket attacks targeting the International Zone on September 23 and May 19, 2019, the Rumaila oilfield and 

Burjisiya in Basra province on Jun 18 and 19, 2019 were most likely carried out by rogue militia factions with 

ties to Iran.  Such TTPs are consistent with standing patterns of Shia militia activity in Baghdad and the southern 

region at times of heightened political tensions.    

 

▪ A series of explosions at Shia militia camps between July and September have been tentatively linked to the 

supply of Iranian missile systems to Shia militias.  On Monday September 09 an alleged airstrike hit a camp on 

the Syrian side of the Iraqi border at Albu Kamal, resulting in several deaths. On Aug 20, an explosion took 

place at a PMF arms depot adjacent to Balad air base in Salah-al-Din.  On Aug 12, a large blast at an arms 

depot in the PMF owned Saqr camp (Camp Falcon) set off munitions and sent projectiles into surrounding 

neighbourhoods, killing an Iraqi citizen and injuring 37 others.  On Jul 19, an explosion rocked another militia 

base in Amerli, Salah-al-Din province and on Jul 28, three explosions were reported at Camp Ashraf in Diyala 

province, located northeast of Baghdad. The nature of the incidents, simultaneous explosions at three widely 

separated locations in 10 kilometre by 10 kilometre camps, probably rules out accidental causes. Although hard 

facts are illusive and following a drone strike on a static PMF callsign in Al-Qaim, Anbar Province on Aug 25, 

five major incidents have now occurred within a month with a large question mark over them. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the multi-IED attacks in across Baghdad on September 07 and 

September 14 underlines the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate 

operations.  Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security 

situation in the capital which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS 

continues to have the capability to launch operations of this nature within the City.  

 

▪ Following weeks of speculation with regards to the longer-term status of the International Zone (IZ) that was 

partially opened to the public in December 2018, on June 04, 2019 the IZ was fully opened to the public on a 

24/7 basis.  The move is seen as part of an attempt by the government to head off criticism that security is 

starting to deteriorate in the country, amidst reports of an IS resurgence in northern Iraq.  Regardless, the move 

marks an important moment that symbolizes the increased stability that has been felt in the capital over the last 

two years.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 

Protests spread across Iraq beginning October 02, Baghdad worst affected 
Demonstrations across central and southern Iraq have turned deadly, resulting in more than 100 being killed and 

over 2000 being injured. 

Al-Sadr calls on his MPs to suspend activities 
Moqtada al-Sadr has called upon his parliamentary bloc, the Sairoon Alliance, to stop their parliamentary activities 

until the government enacts a credible plan that is line with the demands of the protestors and of al-Sistani’s 

requests. 

Lauded CTS commander removed from post, faces criticism from PM 
A commander of Iraq’s elite Counter Terrorism Service (CTS) has been heavily criticised by the country’s Prime 

Minister for making comments to the media in the wake of his removal from one of the CTS’ top positions. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad High Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Protests  
 

Protests spread across Iraq beginning October 02, Baghdad worst affected 

Anti-government protests that began on October 01 across Iraq has resulted in more than 100 people being killed 

and more than 3000 injured. Long-standing issues such as corruption within the government, lack of employment 

opportunities and a need for an improvement to basic services. This came in tandem with country-wide protests 

by people pushing for the Prime Minister to cancel the transfer of a highly respected CTS deputy commander to 

the Defence Ministry, something that has been deemed a demotion. After the initial protest in Tahrir Square caught 

the security forces off-guard, a curfew was put in place along with restrictions on the internet. This had some 

impact, but the momentum of the protests continued. The ISF blocked the major gathering points for the protests 

in Baghdad, such as Tahrir Square, however this did not dissuade the demonstrators. The violence protests also 

gathered pace in the southern provinces, including Hillah, Amarah and Diwaniya; although Basra has not 

experienced any major unrest to date. Nasiriyah experienced a violent protest on Friday, with a number of deaths 

being reported there. Large numbers of protestors have been arrested, with numbers ranging between 200 and 

500. With the media blackout came lots of rumours and being able to access credible information has remained 

challenging for all involved. The Prime Minister has made a televised speech in which he said that there is “no 

magic solution” to the current issues, however some commentators said that this was an insufficient response and 

that the PM is still talking about tackling the same issues as he did when he was promoted to office. As of the 

evening of October 05, protests appear to have calmed down in places and this is partially related to the security 

operations in place to restrict access to focal points such as Jumhuriyah Bridge, Baghdad airport and Tahrir 

Square.  

 

Al-Sistani’s sermon does little to dampen violence in the short-term 

The highly anticipated sermon from the most influential Shi’ite cleric in Iraq, Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, took 

place on October 04. In his speech via his representative, he stated that the government should implement wide-

ranging reforms in order to improve the country and satisfy the demands of the protests. He also called on the 

security forces and those people who are out on the streets demonstrating to step back from the violence before 

it was too late. Al-Sistani’s aide, Sayyad Ahmed al-Safi, criticised the government and the political parties for the 

lack of seriousness concerning reforms and for failing to address the protestors’ demands. He also highlighted the 

unnecessary use of violence by the ISF against protestors and reinforced al-Sistani’s call for a special group of 

experts to be created who can take stock of the demonstrators’ demands and then formulate them into a plan of 

action for the government to implement. Al-Safi also warned of the long-term impact of the violent protests, saying 

that this would cause further protests in the future.  

 

Al-Sadr calls on his MPs to suspend activities 

Moqtada al-Sadr has called upon his parliamentary bloc, the Sairoon Alliance, to stop their parliamentary activities 

until the government enacts a credible plan that is line with the demands of the protestors and of al-Sistani’s 

requests. Both the Sairoon Alliance and the Fatah Alliance supported Adel Abdul Mahdi in his push for the Prime 

Minister’s office and al-Sadr has previously refrained from speaking out against the PM on a number of issues, 

however there is considerable momentum against the PM now and a number of Fatah MPs have also stated their 

suspensions. This is a move that will increase the pressure on the PM to implement a credible plan of action before 

prominent people begin to call for him to step down.  

 

Lauded CTS commander removed from post, faces criticism from PM 

A commander of Iraq’s elite Counter Terrorism Service (CTS) has been heavily criticised by the country’s Prime 

Minister for making comments to the media in the wake of his removal from one of the CTS’ top positions. Abdel 

Wahab al-Saidi was transferred to the Ministry of Defence, a move that people saw as effectively removing Al-

Saadi from his post. There no official statement behind the reason from the transfer, which left many people to 

speculate. Al-Saidi, who has been moved from an active role  into what is effectively a ministerial post, spoke to 
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the media and proclaimed his desire to be imprisoned or retired rather than transferred to the MoD. On September 

29, the Prime Minister responded to Al-Saidi’s comments by saying “an officer does not choose his position but 

carries out his commands.” Adel Abdul Mahdi also went on to say of Al-Saidi that  “officers frequenting embassies 

is unacceptable and impossible, the military cannot be left to personal interests” however the PM did not offer any 

clarification to his statements, leading to further commentary as to the reasons for the removal.  

 

Reports indicate al-Muhandis and al-Khazali to create separatist PMF 

Initial news reports are claiming that senior pro-Iranian figures within the PMUs have created a separate council 

of armed factions which, if true, is likely to be a direct response to the government’s continued plans to integrate 

the PMUs into the military. The new council is reportedly being created by the former deputy of the PMUs, Abu 

Mahdi al-Muhandis, who has recently been sidelined by the new PMU hierarchy. Qais al-Khazali, leader of Asaib 

Ahl al-Haq and other leaders of PMU factions are also believed to be involved. According to Iraqi reports, the new 

council will be a separate entity to the current PMUs, and this will therefore result in the new council avoiding any 

of the restrictions placed on them by the government. The report also alleged that the new set-up would be military-

focused and would be in support of Iran.  

 

Iraq criticizes Iranian Ambassador’s threats to the US 

Various Iraqi state institutions have criticised the Iranian Ambassador’s recent comments to an Iraqi TV station, 

where he warned that his country will attack American targets in Iraq should the US decide to carry out attacks on 

Iran. The Iraqi Defence Ministry publicly rejected any attempt to turn Iraq into a potential battleground between 

foreign entities. The Iraqi Defence Ministry’s spokesman Major General Tahsin al-Khafaji stated “Iraq will not be a 

launchpad for aggression against Iran, nor will it allow US interests on its territory to be threatened.” The Iranian 

Ambassador, Iraj Mesjedi, made the comments which were subsequently denounced by the Iraqi Parliament’s 

Foreign Relations Committee. A committee member said to a news agency that “I am not surprised that Iran has 

a hidden intention to use Iraqi territories for its own interests," however, the MP for the committee, Dhafer al-Ani 

showed surprise that the Iranian government felt it necessary to allow its ambassador to deliver such statements.  

Security 
 

Prime Minister places the blame on Israel for attacks on PMF camps 

The Iraqi Prime Minister has stated that Israel has been behind the spate of airstrikes targeting PMF bases across 

Iraq and over the Syrian border in Albu Kamal. After week of speculation, a government official has finally made a 

statement despite commentary alluding to the involvement of the Israelis. Adel Abdul Mahdi was quoted as saying 

“Investigations into the targeting of some Popular Mobilisation Forces positions indicate that Israel carried it out.” 

Understandably, Israeli government officials has so far not made any comments in response to the Iraqi Prime 

Minister’s accusations. A number of weapons depots were targeted in the strikes, which were believed to house 

both Iranian military personnel and equipment.  

Economy 
 

Iraq to re-open border crossing with Syria 

The Iraqi Prime Minister, Adel Abdul Mahdi, officially approved the reopening of the border crossing at al-Qaim, 

which will allow for the transit of trade and travelers. The border crossing is located in western Anbar province and 

borders the town of Albu Kamal, which is on the Syrian side. Al-Qaim was renowned for being a crossing point for 

IS fighters and equipment when the terror group took hold of large areas of territory, prior to their eventually 

displacement in 2017. Prior to this, the crossing was also popular for foreign fighter who travelled through Syria to 

fight the US and their allies after the 2003 invasion. At present, there is a sizeable PMU presence in the area and 

Coalition aircraft carry out air operations in the region on a regular basis, therefore limited the possibility of IS using 

this particular crossing to transit between the two countries. The alleged airstrikes have impeded progress 

concerning the long-term opening of the border.  
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Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince claims war with Iran would cause global economy to collapse 

Mohammed Bin Salman, the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia, has told a news channel during an interview that war 

with Iran would result in the collapse of the global economy and that he would rather find a political and peaceful 

outcome to the current tensions. He warned that oil prices would likely spike, stating that the Middle East 

represents approximately 30 per cent of the world’s energy supplies and 4 per cent of the world’s GDP. He also 

said  about 20 percent of global trade passages, about four percent of the world GDP (gross domestic product)." 

The Crown Prince also went on to say "Imagine all of these three things stop. This means a total collapse of the 

global economy, and not just Saudi Arabia or the Middle East countries." Bin Salman went on to demand that the 

world take action against the Iranian regime in order to prevent geopolitical tensions becoming worse. Whilst 

Tehran was blamed for the attacks by the majority of Saudi Arabia’s allies, including the US and a number of 

European states, Iran vehemently denied the claims, sticking to the statement that the Houthi rebels carried out 

the attack; with the latter also claiming responsibility for the drone strikes.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

 

Across Erbil during the reporting period, the Turkish military continued their offensives against the PKK, targeting 

the militants in the vicinity of Hakurk. The police were also active throughout this period, seizing hauls of illegal 

drugs.  

 

Turkey continued targeting PKK in Dohuk, with fighter jets bombing PKK personnel in a vehicle in in a small village 

north of Duhok. Jets also hit targets in Zap, killing seven people. 

 

In Nineveh, nine terrorists were arrested in a security operation carried out in the Qayyarah and Shurah sub-

districts, south of Mosul. Several light caliber weapons were found in the suspects  possession. A Ukrainian military 

unit attached to the US-led coalition arrested an IS leader in Hammam al-Alil, south of Mosul. A number of civilians 

were reportedly wounded when an IED detonated in the Salahiya village of Hammam al-Alil sub-district. Hundreds 

of  Kakai Kurds demonstrated in the al-Hamdaniyah district, 40 km east of Mosul, over damage caused to the 
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roads by an oil tanker company. Demonstrators subsequently set fire to tires and blocked roads between Zangen 

and Maji Diya. Two terrorists were arrested in the al-Shuhada and al-Akhwar neighbourhoods in western Mosul 

city. A number of militants hiding in an underground tunnel system were killed in an operation in the Badush region, 

north west of Mosul. A PMU unit ambushed two terrorists in Nineveh province who had reportedly entered from 

Syria to join IS sleeper cells to carry out terror attacks in Iraq. An ISF operation near Sheikh Yunis village found 

and cleared one IED. 

 

Local authorities stated that they have discovered another mass grave of Kurdish Yezidis killed by IS in a village 

outside Sinjar. Speaking to local media on September 29, a member of Sinjar’s mayoral council confirmed the 

report and said the victims were collectively put into a well at a house in Gir Zerik village. The number of victims 

in the new mass grave is not known so far. The ISF found two vehicles - including one that was rigged with 

explosives - alongside a safe house, an underground tunnel system containing five decomposed bodies of IS 

militants and five explosive vests in a pre-emptive security operation in the desert area of southern Ba'aj district. 

An alleged member of the IS religious police – also known as 'al-Hasbah' - was arrested at a security checkpoint 

in Sinjar district. The IPS reportedly found 8 bodies of IS elements killed earlier by an airstrike that targeted IS 

hideouts near the Sinsela Lake area, Ba’aj district. Several civilians demonstrated in the al-Noor district in eastern 

Mosul city to protest the removal of a Counter Terrorism Services commander from his position. The PMU arrested 

three brothers on unspecified charges in a raid on their house in the village of al-Houd, Qayyarah sub-district. 

 

A Sunni tribal  commander was wounded when IS militants detonated an IED on his vehicle near the village of 

Karama, Hammam al-Alil. Two Sunni tribesmen were killed and three others wounded when IS fighters detonated 

an IED on a convoy near the village of Rumana, Qayyarah sub-district. An IED detonated on an agricultural vehicle 

inside a farm in the Qahtaniya sub-district, Sinjar, without causing any casualties. On October 02, an ISF operation 

cleared three IEDs in Badoush area. Six people were arrested on terrorism charges in Mosul. A weapons cache 

was cleared on the same day in Hadr district. 

In Kirkuk, several hand grenades, 36 explosive charges, 100 kilograms of ammonium nitrate, 15 detonators and 

four assault rifles were discovered inside an IS hideout near the Littel Zab River in Sargaran sub-district, north of 

Dibis. The ISF seized a cache containing IEDs in the al-Zab sub-district, Hawija. The ISF seized five kilograms of 

ammonium nitrate, IEDs, weapons, ammunition and subsequently destroyed three IS hideouts in al-Rashad sub-

district, Hawija. An off-duty Kurdish security member was wounded in an IED detonation in Qaraj sub-district, 

Makhmour. A male body displaying gunshot wounds was found in Koli Tapa area, Daquq district. Two Sunni 

tribesmen were killed and two others wounded in an IED detonation near the village of Shalala, Hawija. IS gunmen 

entered the Birspan village, Dibis district, and stole food and supplies from commercial sites. Three federal police 

members were wounded in an IED detonation against their patrol near the village of Mansiya, Rashad sub-district.  

 

The CTS killed three IS suicide attackers wearing explosive vests in an operation in Daquq district as they were 

planning to stage strikes against civilians. An ISF operation in the Riyadh subdistrict found and cleared one IED. 

ISF operations in the Tamiami village area found and cleared a weapons cache. Ten militants were killed in a 

Coalition airstrike targeted an IS group that had infiltrated from Makhoul heights towards the villages of al-Maslach 

and Tal al-Dahab of al-Abbasi sub-district in Hawija. The body of a six-year-old girl was found a number of hours 

after she was kidnapped in Tubzawa by gunmen. The child’s family is from Hawija but were IDPs. 

In Salah-al-Din, eight IS militants were killed on September 28 in airstrikes conducted by the US-led coalition 

aircraft in central Salah-al-Din. Acting on intelligence tip-off, a joint force from the province Operations Command, 

backed by Iraqi and US-led coalition aircraft, conducted an operation to hunt down IS militants in a desert area to 

the west of the provincial capital Tikrit. During the operation, the coalition aircraft pounded IS positions and killed 

eight IS militants, whilst troops destroyed four of the IS hideouts, of which one was booby-trapped. On September 

24, a woman was arrested on unspecified charges in Albu Dour village, south of Tikrit. The PMU destroyed one 

pickup truck whilst repelling an IS attack near Baiji. Coalition forces in Qayyarah airbase shelled IS positions with 

artillery near the village of Kanus, north of Shirqat. ISF airstrikes targeted IS positions near the village of Kanus, 

north of Shirqat. Gunmen attacked a civilian's house with hand grenades in the Imam Ahmed area, Tuz Khurmatu 
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district, causing material damages. A PMU commander was killed when an IED detonated against his vehicle in 

Dujail district in September 27. IS gunmen attacked PMU posts in Baiji district. The ISF found and cleared three 

mortar shells in a security operation in Tuz Khurmatu district. Dozens of civilians demonstrated in Shirqat district 

to protest the removal of a commander of the Counter Terrorism Service (CTS) from his position.  

 

An ISF EOD detachment of the PMU carried out a clearance operation in the village of al-Hamra, Baiji district. 

Coalition airstrike targeted IS hideouts near the Balkana village, Tuz Khurmatu district. IS gunmen attacked a PMU 

(Peace Brigades) convoy on the Samarra-Tikrit Hwy, Route Tampa, in the Abbasiyah area, north of Samarra, 

resulting in four security members being killed and three others wounded. The Military Intelligence Directorate 

announced the killing of a suspected IS terrorist called Talib al-Azzawi and four of his aides including a known 

militant called Abu Othman al-Sinjari in an airstrike on an IS hideout in the Hamrin mountains in Salah-al-Din 

province. Several ISIS fighters in the Qadisiyah area opened fire at an ISF checkpoint, wounding one ISF member. 

On October 01, the ISF arrested one person in the Ishaqi sub-district, Samara, on terrorism charges. One person 

was arrested in Samara whilst the ISF found and cleared six IEDs. A Coalition airstrike in Salman Bek killed three 

IS fighters and destroyed a warehouse that contained weapons in Tuz Khurmatu. In Tikrit on October 01, an ISF 

operation found and cleared five 120mm mortars, two 155mm mortars and one 82mm mortar. In Baiji, an ISF team 

cleared four IEDs on October 02. 

In Diyala, three Iraqi Kurds were killed September 28 in an IS attack on a security outpost in the village of Mikhas 

in the east of Diyala province, a local official and a security source said. The clash reportedly prompted local 

villagers to rush to the scene to support their relatives and friends in the outpost, but some of villagers were caught 

in the crossfire, resulting in the killing of three family members. Two farmers were wounded when an IED planted 

on an agricultural road detonated near an orchard in the outskirts of al-Islah village, Jalawla sub-district, 70 km 

north east of Baqubah. A total of 92 ERWs (explosive remnants of war) were found near the village of Sublach, 

located in between the areas of Kalar and Khanaqin. Two people were killed, and six others were wounded in 

armed tribal dispute that broke out in the Dhubat village in Abu Saida subdistrict. A farmer was shot and killed on  

farmland in Al-Dainiya area south of Balad Ruz. A gunman in the Qaryat al-Hoayder area shot and killed one 

civilian. 

 

A PMU member was wounded in an IS sniper attack on a security outpost in the Mulla Hasan area in the outskirts 

of Khanaqin district. The PMU thwarted an IS attack near the village of al-Shirk in the outskirts of Khanaqin district. 

The PMU Marine Force started a search operation in the Lake Hamrin, 55 km north east of Baqubah, no further 

details were obtained. An ISF airstrike targeted IS hideouts on the border areas between Diyala and Salah-al-Din.  

Across the province, the ISF arrested a total of ten people, eight of which were on terrorism charges in Muqdadiyah. 

In Kifri on October 01, a Coalition airstrike killed two IS fighters in the Himreen mountains. Several IS fighters in 

Mandali sub-district shot at ISF members at a checkpoint, wounding two personnel. In Baqubah, 500 people 

protested on October 03, demanding government reforms. ISF also found a number of weapons caches in the 

area, subsequently clearing them. In Mansouriyah sub-district on October 02, an IED was found and cleared. In 

Khalis district, approximately 150 people protested against the government and demanded reforms. In Mandil, one 

person was arrested on terrorism charges on October 02. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

 

At least eight IS fighters have been killed in the Iraqi province of Anbar. The jihadists were targeted during an 

operation by the Jazeera Operations Command and tribal mobilization fighters, who were backed by the Iraqi Air 

Force in the northern parts of Rawa in Anbar. The IPS made six drug-related arrests in different parts of the 

province. Iraqi security forces on September 26 seized large caches of ammunition belonging to IS in the west of 

Anbar province. A joint force from Anbar's Operations Command and the Iraqi intelligence services conducted a 

search operation in the area of Wadi al-Qadhif in south of the town of al-Rutbah, subsequently seizing caches of 

ammunition containing 360 IEDs, 42 anti-tank mines, 200 rocket propelled grenades (RPG-7), 95 heat-seeking 

missiles and 18 jerrycans filled with ammonia nitrate. Another unit from Anbar's Operations Command carried out 

a search operation in the area of al-Saggar, east of the town of al-Qaim near the border with Syria, finding a 

number of IS hideouts, weapons caches and various supplies. A cache of explosives containing four tonnes of 

military grade explosive material  was discovered inside a former military base in Hit district. 

 

Three IS pickup trucks, 11 hideouts and a cache of explosives comprising of 50 IEDs, five high explosive devices, 

four 120 mm mortar rounds and one anti-tank mine were destroyed in an operation south of al-Saghar region, 

Rutbah district. Two anti-aircraft rockets found and seized in the Albu Khamis village, Fallujah district. 350 IEDs, 

43 anti-tank mines, 200 rocket-propelled grenades, 95 heat-seeking missiles, 18 jerry cans filled with ammonium 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

October 05 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [13] 
                       garda.com 

 

nitrate, five weapon silencers and 575 cartridges of ammunition were seized in the al-Ghadaf Valley, Rutbah 

district. 141 displaced families who had been staying at the Ameriya al-Fallujah IDP camp returned to their homes 

in Qaim district after completion of security audits. IS gunmen ambushed an Iraqi army convoy with SAF & RPG 

in the Sagar area, Rutbah district, resulting in two security members being killed and seven others wounded. A 

tribal leader was wounded when an IED detonated against his vehicle in Karma district in eastern Anbar province.  

 

The ISF led an operation in the Jazirat al-Khaladiyah area and cleared 64 IEDs and 20 litre containers of C4 

explosives. In Fallujah district, one person was arrested on terrorism charges on October 02. In the same area, 

the ISF cleared thirty 20 litre containers that contained IEDs. In Albu Khamis, the ISF cleared seven IEDs.  
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

 

In Baghdad over the reporting period, crime levels remain consistent in line with recent months. Kidnappings, 

assassinations and the arrests of drugs traffickers all featured heavily during the reporting period. The most high 

profile killing involved the 23-year-old son of the former Sunni MP Kamel al-Ghurairi, who was reportedly shot 

dead outside his home in the Yarmouk area of Mansour. Some reports offered conflicting accounts, stating that 

he died whilst cleaning his gun. Four drugs traffickers were arrested in possession of 180,000 narcotics tablets in 

an operation in Karkh district. One suspect was arrested during an attempted car theft in the Palestine Street area 

in Rusafa on September 28. On the afternoon of September 28, several people demonstrated in Shula area of 

Kadhimiyah district, north of Baghdad. Denouncing the removal of the CTS chief al-Saidi. Gunmen opened fire at 

a National Retirement Committee employee's house in Mansour, with no casualties reported. Approximately 1500-

2000 Sadrists demonstrated in Tahrir Square, in solidarity with the postgraduate students. Daily protests continued 

in Tahrir Square, Zayouna, Karada, Sadoun and Salahiya. 

 

Small protests in Tahrir Square, Zayouna, Sadoun and Karada took place, with protestors complaining over issues 

related to unemployment and payment for time spent as political prisoners. For those protests in Tahrir Square, it 

is likely that the protests joined the larger demonstrations that have been happening over the course of the past 

two days. A small hand grenade detonated in front of a house in Saydia. A Katyusha rocket impacted near a 

construction building in the area of Qadisiyah, however no damage was caused. A hand grenade was thrown at a 
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GoI official’s house in al-Shula, causing damage to the property.  Gunmen in New Baghdad area shot at an ISF 

member on October 03, causing injuries. A roadside IED wounded two ISF members in Zafraniyah, whilst a 

gunman opened fire on a civilian on the same day. Two people were arrested in al-Doura district on terrorism 

charges. Around 300 people protested in the Abu Disheer area in al-Doura, in line with current protests. Sixty 

people protested on Haifa Street in Karkh demanding reforms. 

 

In Baghdad province, the body of a man displaying stab wounds to the stomach was found in the Ma'amil area of 

Hussainiyah district. An armed robbery targeted the home of a civilian in Hussainiyah district, north east of 

Baghdad. The PMU seized an IS safe house containing quantities of weapons and ammunition in a pre-emptive 

security operation carried out in the Dhabitiyah area near the provincial boundaries of Anbar. The weapons were 

reportedly being stored in readiness for possible attacks against Shia pilgrims during the upcoming Arba’een  

commemoration on October 19 and 20. Three people were wounded when an IED detonated inside a minibus in 

Taji district, north of Baghdad on September 26.   

 

Approximately 150 people protested in the Saba al-Bour area to demand government reforms. They subsequently 

blocked roads and burned tyres. Gunmen shot and killed one person in Nahrawan. One person was arrested on 

terrorism charges in Madain district. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

  

In Babel province on September 29, several people demonstrated in front of the campus at Babel University, south 

of Hillah, expressing their support for the sit-in protest organized by university graduates outside the PM's office in 

Baghdad and to condemn excessive use of force against them. A man shot and killed his brother and sister-in-law 

in Jibela sub-district, north of Hillah. The incident is thought to be related to a land ownership dispute. The PMU 

started a security operation in the northern parts of Jurf al-Sakhar sub-district, ahead the Arba’een 

Commemoration. Dozens of people demonstrated in the Hilal Area in northern Hillah district, protesting the lack of 

general services. The ISF destroyed two IS hideouts containing 23 mortar shells, ammunition and IEDs in a 

security clearance operation carried in Jurf al-Sakhar district, north of Hillah.  

 

Fifteen civilians demonstrated at the district center in Misiab, demanding the abolishment of the Provincial Council, 

as well as improved services and access to employment. In Babel, riot police dispersed a number of protestors 

who had congregated outside the Provincial Building in Hillah and a small number of people attempted to storm 

the building. The head of Babel police stated that the situation had been brought under control and police had 

subsequently dispersed protestors. Meanwhile, on October 02, hundreds of protestors demonstrated outside the 

governate building to protest against the government and to demand reforms. Demonstrators subsequently 

stormed the building  and the ISF responded with tear gas to push the protestors back. The ISF arrested one 

person on terrorism charges in Misiab district.  
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In Wasit, a number of drugs traffickers were arrested across the province. Several people demonstrated near the 

Provincial Council in Wasit to protest against government reforms. Other protests took place in al-Kut, and 

Suwayrah. 

 

In Karbala, hundreds of people demonstrated in Karbala city, over lack of services and employment. Approximately 

30 civilians demonstrated in Karbala, demanding the order to transfer Lieutenant General Abdul Wahab al-Saadi 

from the CTS to the MOD be canceled. In Karbala, several people demonstrated in front of the Provincial Council 

building to protest against the government’s lack of reforms.  An attempt was reportedly made to storm the building 

but failed. 

 

Najaf also witnessed protests in line with the rest of the country. The office belong to the Dawa party in Najaf 

Governate was set alight. A police officer was killed, and his car set alight on October 04 in a SAF attack in Hay 

Maysan, northeast of Najaf city. On October 03, around 2000 civilians demonstrated in Najaf to demand 

government reforms. Some 16 ISF members were injured and it is believed that a number of civilians were injured 

however figures have not been obtained. 

 

In Diwaniya, hundreds of people demonstrated in the Hamza al-Sharqi district, south of Diwaniyah, demanding the 

dissolution of the provincial council. on October 01, ISF forcibly dispersed a gathering of protesters at the al-

Mawakib Street area in central Diwaniyah city and made 15 subsequent arrests. The demonstrators called for the 

dissolution of the council and  on the night of October 01, several people set tires on fire in Hamza al-Sharqi district, 

south of Diwaniya. Clashes broke out between riot police and protestors who broke into the Mayor’s office and 

local council buildings in the district. ISF subsequently made 43 arrests. Hundreds of civilians demonstrated in 

Hamzah district against dismissal of the governor. In Diwaniya, several groups of people demonstrated in front of 

the governate building, protesting for reforms. People subsequently attempted to storm the building, and this 

resulted in over 50 protestors being injured and approximately 3 ISF receiving injuries. On October 03 in Qadisiyah, 

around 2500 civilians demonstrated against the government, resulting in one ISF member and at least three 

civilians being killed and at least 23 injured. 

 

In Dhi Qar, the ISF carried out arrests on a number of drugs traffickers. Around 400 people demonstration in Al-

Habubi Square, demanding the cancellation of the order to transfer Lieutenant General Abdul Wahab al-Saadi 

from the Counter Terrorism Service to the Ministry of Defense. Hundreds of people demonstrated in Nasiriyah city, 

demanding jobs and reforms as well as calling for local and federal governments to be dissolved. The ISF fired 

tear gas and riot police fired into the air to disperse the protestors. Casualties were reported however the specific 

details have not been obtained. According to a national media source a large number of protesters gathered 

outside the Dhi Qar Provincial building in Nasiriyah where they set fire to tyres before setting fire to the building. 

ISF removed the protesters from the building and regained control. Fire was also reported to have broken out at 

the HQ of the Engineers Association in the city. Dhi Qar health authorities announced that there had been three 

fatalities and 78 injured, including six ISF, 12 of the casualties suffering gunshot wounds, during the clashes in 

Nasiriyah. A curfew was imposed in Nasiriyah from 2000 hours until further notice.  

 

At Souq al-Sheikh, demonstrators reportedly set fire to the local council offices. In Nasiriyah city, people set fire to 

the office of an MP from the Al-Fatih parliamentary alliance. The office of the Badr Organisation was set alight by 

unknown protestors in Nasiriyah city on the same day. Clashes broke out between the ISF and protestors outside 

the city’s governate office on October 02 after someone set the building on fire. Reported figure stated that one 

Iraqi police officer was killed and a further four were wounded. Sixteen protestors were injured. In Rifai district on 

October 02, people gathered to demonstrate against the government. No further details were obtained. In 

Nasiriyah on October 02, the ISF arrested 22 people on numerous charges. On October 03, around 4500 

protestors demonstrated in Nasiriyah district to demand government reform. There was spells of violence, resulting 

in approximately 241 ISF suffering injuries and an unknown number of civilians were also injured. Eleven people 

were subsequently arrested. 
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In Maysan province, approximately 50 civilians demonstrated in the district center, demanding employment 

opportunities. An unspecified number of people demonstrated in Amarah city to protest the removal of the CTS 

commander. In Maysan during the evening on October 02 in Maysan there were media reports that protesters had 

entered and set fire to the provincial council building in al-‘Amarah. The main Maysan to Baghdad highway was 

also cut with burning tyres. An unconfirmed report claimed one protester died and 18 others were injured during 

the demonstration. Local sources are reporting that as of October 03 there will be a curfew in place due to 

employment issues. Further details to be made available when possible. On October 02, demonstrators reportedly 

set alight the office of the Al Majlis Al’Ala party in Amarah city. Protestors also set alight the office of the Al-Jihad 

Wal Bina organisation in Amarah on the same day. Hundreds of protestors blocked off roads, burnt tyres and 

stormed the governate building. The ISF responded with tear gas  to disperse protestors. Two people were 

reported as being killed and a further 20 injured. 

 

In Muthanna, protesters in set fire to tyres at the Zagora junction in central Samawah on Wednesday evening while 

others set fire to tyres blocking the Rumaitha to Hamza road close to the border with Diwaniyah. The Muthanna 

Chief of Police announced 22 protesters had been arrested after attacking a party HQ in Rumaitha. According to 

a media correspondent, four policemen were injured but at no time did they open fire on protesters. In Muthanna 

on October 02, groups of people protested against the ISF for their heavy-handed tactics against protestors in 

Baghdad. Hundreds of people also protested in front of the governate building to demand reforms. They 

subsequently set tyres alight and blocked a number of roads. In Samawa, 2000 civilians protested against the 

government. Four civilians were reportedly killed and at least 10 others were injured. 

 

Basra was relatively peaceful over the reporting period in terms of protests when compared to other southern 

provinces. Crime , including drugs trafficking and a café being attacked for allegedly hiring women to work as 

prostitutes in the al-Muqaweleen Street area in Basra city. Weapons and ammunition was seized during a series 

of stop and search arrests as well as security operations. Approximately 150-200 employees from the Al-Zilzaliya 

company demonstrated near the DS1 oilfield station, demanding fewer working hours. The ISF dispersed a 

gathering involving approximately fifteen protestors in the vicinity of al-Arousa Square in Basra city on October 01. 

The ISF dispersed the protest because it was unlicensed. ISF made several arrests and the detainees were 

released sometime afterwards. Demonstrators subsequently burned tires under the bridge at the Al-Tarbiyah 

Intersection.  In Basra, late in the evening of October 02 ISF instructed the protesters to disperse but they refused 

and some threw stones leading to a forcible dispersal by the ISF including the use of tear gas. Local sources are 

reporting that as of October 03 there will be a curfew in place due to employment issues. Further details to be 

made available when possible. On October 02, a small number of people demonstrated in the vicinity of Al-Mdena 

district in northern Basra to protest the lack of basic services and employment opportunities, however the demo 

did not turn violent. On the same day at Um Al-Broom Square in Basra city, thousands of people gathered to 

protest against the government. It was reportedly that the protests were largely peaceful. Two separate protests 

took place in Qurna on October 03, both of which were related to access to employment. A further protest also 

took place on the same day outside the local mayor’s office, where protestors demanded basic services. Unknown 

gunmen shot and killed two people in the Janina area on October 03. The ISF arrested 47 people on various 

charges on October 02. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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