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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Fatal demonstrations that occurred throughout the country since they started on 25 October 2019 have to date 

left over 300 people dead and over 6000 injured.  The southern regions witnessed the deadliest protests with 

at least 42 killed and more than 1000 people injured.  Iraq descended into violence once again as protesters 

called for an end to rampant corruption and chronic unemployment which escalated into calls for a complete 

overhaul of the political system.  As the protests peaked, it was clear that the demonstrator’s anger was focused 

not only on the government, both national and provincial,  but also the various Shia militias or the Popular 

Mobilisation Units as they are known.  A number of PMU headquarters were attacked and set on fire, with 

protestors accusing them of being aligned to Iran and of firing on the crowds during the previous round of 

protests which began on October 01.  At the time of this report, protestors have attempted to enter the 

International Zone (IZ) on a daily basis, in order to carry out a long-term sit-in protest outside the Parliament 

building in the IZ, although so far, they have not succeeded in breaching ISF defences.  In the south, the Iraqi 

security authorities have imposed a curfew in six provinces, (Basra, Dhi Qar, Maysan, Wasit, Babil, and 

Muthanna) after clashes between protestors and security forces overnight on Oct 25, including some PMU 

factions, resulted in a high number of fatalities and injuries on both sides. In Nasiriyah (Dhi Qar province), Asaib 

Ahl al-Haq (League of the Righteous) members fired on protesters attempting to set fire to their offices, killing 

six.  Protest-related deaths were also recorded in Amarah (Maysan province), Basra (Basra province), and 

Samawah (Al-Muthanna province).  Related protests have been reported in Najaf and Wasit provinces and a 

number of government buildings, political party offices, and PMU headquarters have been set on fire.  

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Mahdi’s promises to the crowds that continue to besiege Tahrir Square in Baghdad 

that their concerns will be addressed has fallen on deaf ears, and it is not clear how the Iraqi government will 

be able to address the Iraqi people’s grievances.  In the short term, violent demonstrations in Baghdad and the 

south will continue with more loss of life expected.   

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield multi-IED attack in eastern Baghdad on Aug 06 underlines 

the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  Absent a 

significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security situation in the capital 

which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to have the 

capability to launch operations of this nature within the City, especially during the Arba’een commemorations 

between Oct 19 and 20.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Civil unrest continues across Iraq 
Protests across Iraq maintained momentum during the reporting period. In Baghdad, clashes between protestors 

and security forces resulted in more deaths and injuries through the latter’s use of live ammunition and tear gas. 

The main focus of the protests in the capital city remains the building that was formerly referred to as the Turkish 

restaurant, located north east of al-Jumhuriyah bridge and is currently serving as a makeshift HQ for the protest 

movement. Protestors are continuing to occupy spaces IVO Tahrir Square, Tayaran Square and Khalani Square. 

Sistani: Protests mean that Iraq will ‘never be the same’ 
Iraq’s top Shiite cleric, Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, has said that Iraq will “never be the same” after several weeks 

of demonstrations that have resulted in hundreds of deaths and thousands more injured. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Civil unrest update 
Protests across Iraq maintained momentum during the reporting period. In Baghdad, clashes between protestors 

and security forces resulted in more deaths and injuries through the latter’s use of live ammunition and tear gas. 

The main focus of the protests in the capital city remains the building that was formerly referred to as the Turkish 

restaurant, located north east of al-Jumhuriyah bridge and is currently serving as a makeshift HQ for the protest 

movement. Protestors are continuing to occupy spaces IVO Tahrir Square, Tayaran Square and Khalani Square. 

The ISF continue to use live ammunition, tear gas and sound bombs in their attempts to disperse protestors. On 

November 12, the spokesperson for the Prime Minister, Abd al-Kareem Khalaf, caused anger amongst protestors 

by claiming that the heavy variant of the tear gas canisters in use by the ISF is widely used in various countries 

and has not contributed to the rate of deaths and injuries of the protestors. In Khalani Square, the ISF have put up 

blast walls in order to aid the security forces in managing the number of protestors in the area. Activists claimed 

that the ban on the internet has subsequently been lifted, with no indicator that the government intends on 

reintroducing the ban in the near future.  

Demonstrations in the southern provinces have started to increase in intensity over the course of the reporting 

period, with protests experiencing violence across Dhi Qar, Basra and Maysan. On November 11, three people 

were killed by the ISF in Dhi Qar after protestors attempted to storm a military barracks, according to Al-Ghad 

news agency. The Al-Iraqiya news channel was also stormed during attempts by protestors to shut the station 

down. Using similar tactics to those deployed by protestors in Baghdad, people blocked off the bridges in Nasiriyah, 

resulted in the shutting down of movement in the area. Reports later emerged stating that the province’s chief of 

police had resigned, however this was later denied. Deployment of additional security forces have been taking 

place due to the increase in protests across Dhi Qar. The deployment also bolstered security at the Hout prison in 

Nasiriyah, which houses several terrorist prisoners. This was to allay any fears of an attempted break-out by IS 

prisoners. Across Maysan, protestors damaged offices belonging to news agencies, including the Al-Iraqiya TV 

station, who the protestors see as being pro-government. The Technical Institute and the Maysan Oil Company 

offices were also damaged. A large number of schools and universities across southern Iraq also remained closed 

throughout the reporting period, due in part to the Teachers’ Syndicate calling for teachers to demonstration 

against the government. Pupils and teachers subsequently joined protests in Baghdad, Muthanna, Babel and Najaf 

provinces.  

Protestors have emboldened by Grand Ayatollah’s latest sermon, which again called upon the government to meet 

the protestors demands and that the protestors “cannot go home without sufficient reforms.” At the Council of 

Ministers meeting  parliament set dates to interrogate two ministers, which could indicate the first steps of the 

planned Cabinet reshuffle announced by the PM.  At the session’s opening, Speaker of Parliament Mohammed Al 

Halbusi pledged to work on laws to respond to protesters’ demands including electoral reform.  Parliament has 

received a draft law for electoral reform but has yet to discuss it. On the session’s sidelines, Halbusi met with the 

head of the United Nations’ mission in Iraq, Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert who recently released a phased roadmap 

of reforms which earned the key endorsement of Sistani.  The plan calls for an immediate end to violence, electoral 

reform and anti-graft measures within two weeks followed by constitutional amendments and infrastructure 

legislation within three months. 

Political 
 
Parliament Secretary General says Iraq in need of a revolutionary movement 

Sirwan Abdullah, the Iraqi Parliament Secretary General said in a message posted on his Twitter account on Nov 

09,  that “Iraq [is] in dire need of this revolutionary youth movement for positive and peaceful change.” He added 

that “I would prefer if it did not reach the situation of violence and the large number of victims... I praise all young 

people throughout Iraq”.   
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Iraqi parliamentary blocs agree to keep Prime Minister and government in power 

Reuters and local media reported that the Iraqi political parties reached an agreement on Nov 09 to keep Prime 

Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi and his government in power.  According to the reports, the agreement, which comes 

under the auspices of Iranian mediation, was reported to have been approved by the majority of the main blocs in 

parliament, after a meeting between PM Mahdi, Muqtada al-Sadr, IRGC commander Qasem Soleimani and the 

son of Ayatollah Sistani,  Mohammed Reza Sistani.  The attendees were said to have agreed to support the 

government of current PM Mahdi and would set a time limit for the implementation of the reforms promised by the 

Prime Minister regarding corruption and constitutional amendments.  It would also include a large ministerial 

reshuffle of his government.   The Victory coalition led by former Iraqi PM Haider al-Abadi was said to be the only 

major political bloc to reject the agreement, stating that the only resolution to the crisis would be the departure of 

the prime minister.   

 

Iraq top leaders reject security solution to protests 

In a meeting held at Al-Salam presidential palace in Baghdad on Nov 10, President Barham Saleh, Prime Minister 

Adel Abdul Mahdi, Parliament Speaker Mohamed al-Halbousi, and head of the Supreme Judicial Council Fayek 

Zaydan discussed the latest political and security developments in the country. They dubbed the protests as "a 

legitimate reform activity", warning against the use of excessive force against the demonstrators.  "There will be 

strict accountability for any party that uses excessive violence," a joint statement said.  The Iraqi leaders stressed 

that "orders had been given to security forces not to use live bullets or any excessive force against the 

demonstrators".  They also discussed the reported abduction of activists by "outlawed groups" during the 

unrest.  They stressed the importance of "confining arms to the state's hands and the need to keep the 

demonstrations peaceful and democratic".  Addressing the protesters, the leaders said in their joint statement: 

"We are working hard to ensure that your protests are a vital occasion to initiate a radical reform that must be 

successful and come up with practical measures to fight corruption."  They vowed to reform the political process 

at legislative and executive levels.  "The executive and judicial authorities have already started a legal process to 

launch an investigation into corruption cases, and those who are charged with corruption will be prosecuted," the 

statement said.  They also noted that a new election law will be drafted to ensure "fair" competition among 

candidates.  They vowed to make a cabinet reshuffle "based on efficiency and curb the harmful impact of the 

[sectarian] quota system in all its forms".  In conclusion, the Iraqi top leaders said they will prepare for a national 

dialogue to "review the ruling system and the constitution". 

 

Moqtada al-Sadr urges workers to go on strike 

Shia cleric Moqtada al-Sadr has called on workers to commence strike action and the parliament to endorse 

“radical reforms” in response to the demands of anti-government protests.  “The honest workers should support 

their revolutionary brothers by going on strike even for one day,” Sadr tweeted on Nov 13.  Sadr has urged MPs 

“to work on endorsing radical changes, such as changing the electoral commission and its law, changing some 

articles of the constitution, and trying to enforce the reforms that have so far been adopted”.  He also urged mosque 

imams across Iraq to “lead a peaceful demonstration in support of the revolutionaries, so that the reforms can be 

achieved seriously and without delay”.   

Iraq reinstates over 51,000 army personnel amid unrest 

The Iraqi defence ministry has announced that it has reinstated 51,090 army personnel who were dismissed 

following the IS takeover of large parts of northern and western Iraq in 2014.  The ministry added that it will continue 

to return more dismissed personnel into the ranks.  The number is part of around 108,000 personnel sacked from 

service and the ministry intends to return them gradually, according to the Kurdish news website Rudaw.  This is 

not the first time the military establishment has moved to reinstate those who were fired after IS took over parts of 

Iraq.  On Nov 11, the Counter-Terrorism Service (CTS) announced it had returned nearly 2,000 personnel to 

service.  The interior ministry also announced on Aug 11 the return of 13,900 police officers and conscripts to 

service in the northern province of Nineveh.  The reinstatement of police and army personnel comes in response 

to a decision by the government to return them to service to provide more job opportunities amid wide-scale 

protests in the country. 
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Shia cleric states Iraq will never be the same after protests 

Iraq’s top Shiite cleric, Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, has said that Iraq will “never be the same” after several weeks 

of demonstrations that have resulted in hundreds of deaths and thousands more injured. Sistani’s statement, which 

he made via his representative during a weekly sermon, is seen as another  endorsement of the ongoing protests 

across the country. The ayatollah has said that the government should respond more quickly to the demands of 

the protestors or risk worsening the situation, as the current demonstrations appear to be maintaining momentum 

in Baghdad and other cities across southern Iraq. Sistani has chastised government officials over their inability to 

respond quickly enough to protestors demands and enact reforms. Of the current actions being taken by the 

politicians, Sistani’s  representative stated “If those in power think that they can evade the benefits of real reform 

by stalling and procrastination, they are delusional.” This is despite the reforms packages that were announced by 

the Prime Minister recently, although the momentum for change from the government has stalled, resulting in 

Sistani’s rebuke. He also stated that “what comes after these protests will not be the same as before, and they 

(the government) should be aware of that.” The protests, which first began on October 1, have called for the 

government to act on a range of issues such as action against corruption, an increase in benefits and employment 

opportunities.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

Turkish military operations continued in the Kurdistan region, with airstrikes targeting the PKK in the Zap region, 

Qandil mountains, Sulaymaniyah province, and Mount Karox in Erbil province, resulting in the deaths of ten 

militants. 

 

Across Nineveh province, security operations against IS terrorists continued in the region, with a number of 

equipment destroyed and three IS militants killed IVO of Qayyarah airbase on November 09, which was in 

response to an attack on the base by militants the previous night. The ISF rounded up and arrested approximately 

21 militants related to the recent terrorist activity in the area. A number of people were arrested in eastern Mosul 

on November 11 on terrorism charges. Meanwhile, on November 13 three militants were killed in the Badush 

region. PMU forces arrested two people in Mosul city, however details surrounding the reason for their arrest 

remains unknown. 

US-led Coalition aircraft continued to target IS positions during the reporting period, with militants being attacked 

in the Dibis and Altun Kupri districts, Kirkuk province. Anti-IS operations in the Makhmour area resulted in an 
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unspecified number of IS militants being killed. An IED targeting Italian special forces in Kirkuk province resulted 

in the wounding of five Italian soldiers. Meanwhile, ISF operations killed a number of IS militants and destroyed 

several hideouts across Kirkuk province. A US Army detachment comprising 50 soldiers reportedly arrived the 

Qaraj sub-district of Makhmour on Nov 10, likely in preparation for the start of a military operation with the 

participation of the Peshmerga and Iraqi army forces to clear the area extending from the Qayyarah military base, 

and up to the Mount Qara Chaux, following the IS IDF attack on the base last week. Finally, Iraq’s anti-corruption 

body issued an arrest warrant for the current acting governor of Kirkuk province and a number of his family 

members. This comes as Rakan al-Jabouri is accused of misappropriating funds that had been earmarked for 

reconstruction projects in areas liberated from IS. This case forms part of a larger number of warrants that are out 

for the arrest of several high-ranking government officials on charges of corruption.  

In Diyala province, IS militants carried out a series of raids targeting ISF and PMU members, resulting in several 

deaths. IED and SAF attacks took place in Qara Tepe and Balad Ruz district. IS snipers also carried out attacks 

on ISF targets in Baqubah and the surrounding areas. Families have been displaced due to the recent security 

operations in Khanaqin district, with ISF and air force units carrying out targeted raids on IS positions. A number 

of militants were subsequently killed across Khanaqin. Finally, eleven university students were injured by an IED 

that detonated against their minibus near the village of Chalabi, north east of Baqubah on November 13, resulting 

in one person being killed and a further three injured. 
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

In Anbar province, in Al Sajer, north of Fallujah, an IED detonated against a Sunni Tribesman patrol killing one 

and wounding two more, and in the 160 Kilo area, east of Al-Rutbah, IS gunmen reportedly attacked a Sunni 

tribesmen patrol with SAF resulting in 2 tribesmen killed.  Finally, IVO Tharthar Lake, north of Ramadi, an ISF 

airstrike targeted IS hideouts and vehicles killing six insurgents. Finally, the ISF seized quantities of munitions 

during clearance operations in Kubaisa, al-Baghdadi sub-districts of Hit. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

In Baghdad during the reporting period, the protests continued to dominate the media coverage. A number of 

activists and medical volunteers have been kidnapped by unknown masked men. Abbas al-Fadhli, the head of 

the Kilo Farah volunteer team was one of the people reportedly kidnapped by gunmen on November 09. Mary 

Mohammed and Ali Hashem are also believed to have been kidnapped, with social media posts accusing Asaib 

Ahl al-Haq of being behind the abductions. Similar incidents of either attempted abductions, assassinations or 

intimidation continues to be carried out against people believed to be involved in the protests. Finally, the Director 

General of the Higher Institute for Security and Administrative Development at the Interior Ministry, Brigadier Dr. 

Yasser Abdul Jabbar was reported missing in Baghdad city on Nov 10. The Iraqi government has condemned 

his kidnapping and urged the perpetrators to release him. Rumours circulating amongst commentators are 

certain that the cause of the kidnapping is due to the general’s refusal to allow Asaib Ahl al-Haq into roles within 

the institute.  
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

In Babel, thousands of people continued to protest against the government in Hillah. High school and university 

students ignored the Iraqi Teachers Union’s suspension of strike action to protest outside the Education Directorate 

on November 11.  

 

In Karbala, ISF units reinforced areas in Karbala city with T-Walls on the night of Nov 09 in order to prevent 

protestors from reaching government buildings after ISF forced back a crowd with tear gas.   

 

In Diwaniya on November 10, hundreds of university and high school students continued their strike action and 

gathered in al-Saa'a Square in central Diwaniyah city, near the governorate building, demanding reforms.  It was 

also reported that protesters forced a government-owned radio station to temporarily stop broadcasting its 

programs due its criticism of the protests. 

 

Protests continued across Dhi Qar province. In Nasiriya City IVO al-Haboubi Square on Nov 09, thousands of 

people demonstrated demanding reforms, with protesters blocking main roads and bridges in the city.  It was also 

reported that a medical source in Dhi Qar province said that demonstrations in the Rifai district north of Nasiriyah 

that occurred on Nov 08 saw seven people shot dead and a large number wounded. Further protests were 

recorded outside the Dhi Qar Education and Agricultural Directorates as well as the Political Prisoners Foundation 

in Nasiriyah city, which resulted in both protestors and security forces being injured. Meanwhile, on the morning 
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of Nov 11, protesters reportedly closed the al-Nasr, al-Zeitoun and al-Hadarat bridges in central Nasiriyah and set 

a number of tires ablaze as thousands of people staged a funeral procession for the four 4 protesters killed in 

clashes with ISF near the Education Directorate in Nasiriyah on Nov 10.  Unconfirmed reports claimed that security 

forces fired live ammunition towards the crowds of protesters in an attempt to disperse them and reopened the 

main roads and the bridges. Finally, the ISF arrested 44 protesters in the city and a number of government offices 

were closed in the Suq al-Shuyukh district by protesters.  As a result, a detachment of the MOI Rapid Response 

Division were deployed to the city to restore law and order. Protesters also reportedly attempted to reach the state-

run Iraqia Satellite TV channel in the city in order to close it down but were prevented by an ISF security cordon. 

 

In Najaf during the reporting period, hundreds of people continued protesting in al-Sadrein Square in central Najaf 

city, demanding reforms.  Protesters reportedly closed a number of main roads in the city as well as the state-

owned Rafidain Bank, the Education Directorate and the provincial council building. Dozens of students demanding 

reforms also staged a sit-in IVO Kufa university' campus.  Finally, a local resident of Baghdad, wanted under Article 

IV - Terrorism charges, was arrested at a security checkpoint in the Umm al-Abbasiyah area, north of Najaf as he 

attempted to enter the province. 

 

In Maysan province on Nov 12, hundreds of people demanding reforms staged peaceful demonstrations IVO the 

Maysan governorate building and the Maysan Oil Company in Amarah city.   Protesters in Amarah city also 

reportedly closed the office of the state-run Iraqia Satellite TV channel and the Technical Institute.  A demonstration 

was also noted outside the Maysan Court of Appeals.  Unconfirmed reports in the afternoon of the Nov 12 claimed 

that Maysan Oil Company and Maysan University were closed by protesters. 

   

In Basra, incident numbers as a whole decreased from the previous week, as the majority of recorded activity was 

focused on anti-government demonstrations and remained relatively violence-free. Protest action was recorded 

daily and the sit-in site near the Basra Provincial Council (BPC) was re-established on the Navy Roundabout – 

this then used as a focal point for lobbyists with numbers increasing during the evenings. The site contains around  

50 shelters after previous tents were burnt down by ISF. Students and teachers joined the action this week, but 

the activity has been conducted, in the main on the campuses to which they belong. Umm Qasr port and the 

Majnoon oilfield were also both affected by protesters again this week for short periods, more as a precaution than 

direct action. Basra’s governor, Assad al-Eidani, has announced that he agrees with the protesters demand for 

change, but that employees should continue to arrive for work and only attend demonstration activity after the 

working day, subsequently allowing the province to continue functioning. A 10 November statement from Grand 

Ayatollah Ali Sistani where he said protesters “should not go home without sufficient reforms” has seen more 

people join the ongoing protests. An increase in violent incidents was witnessed with the re-emergence of IEDs 

this week, as an IED on 12 November targeted a council vehicle, and on the evening of 14 November, a logistical 

convoy moving supplies from Kuwait to US Forces and the US Embassy in Iraq engaged with two low-yield IEDs 

on the Military Road in Safwan. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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