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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Fatal demonstrations that occurred throughout the country since they started on 1 October 2019 have to date 

left over 340 people dead and over 15,000 injured.  The southern regions witnessed the deadliest protests with 

at least 42 killed and more than 1000 people injured.  Iraq descended into violence once again on 25 October 

as protesters called for an end to rampant corruption and chronic unemployment which escalated into calls for 

a complete overhaul of the political system.  As the protests peaked, it was clear that the demonstrator’s anger 

was focused not only on the government, both national and provincial,  but also the various Shia militias or the 

Popular Mobilisation Units as they are known.  Several PMU headquarters were attacked and set on fire, with 

protestors accusing them of being aligned to Iran and of firing on the crowds during the previous round of 

protests which began on October 01.  At the time of this report, protestors have attempted to enter the 

International Zone (IZ) on a daily basis, in order to carry out a long-term sit-in protest outside the Parliament 

building in the IZ, although so far, they have not succeeded in breaching ISF defences.  In the south, the Iraqi 

security authorities have imposed a curfew in six provinces, (Basra, Dhi Qar, Maysan, Wasit, Babil, and 

Muthanna) after clashes between protestors and security forces overnight on Oct 25, including some PMU 

factions, resulted in a high number of fatalities and injuries on both sides. In Nasiriyah (Dhi Qar province), Asaib 

Ahl al-Haq (League of the Righteous) members fired on protesters attempting to set fire to their offices, killing 

six.  Protest-related deaths were also recorded in Amarah (Maysan province), Basra (Basra province), and 

Samawah (Al-Muthanna province).  Related protests have been reported in Najaf and Wasit provinces and a 

number of government buildings, political party offices, and PMU headquarters have been set on fire.  

Meanwhile, the government has proposed reform packages, however the protestors appear unimpressed and 

the likelihood of the reforms being successfully implemented looks slim.  In the short term, violent 

demonstrations in Baghdad and the south will continue with more loss of life expected.   

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield multi-IED attack in eastern Baghdad on Aug 06 underlines 

the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  Absent a 

significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security situation in the capital 

which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to have the 

capability to launch operations of this nature within the City, especially during the Arba’een commemorations 

between Oct 19 and 20.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Protest Update 
Demonstrations continue to affect Baghdad and the southern provinces, with protestors firmly encamped in several 

locations. Protestors in Basra province have been targeting the ports at Khor Az-Zubayr and Umm Qasr, limiting 

access and blocking roads. Despite the announcement that reforms are going to be implemented, protestors 

appear unimpressed and seem to be planning to maintain disruption for the foreseeable future. 

Defence Minister to be questioned by parliament over tear gas canisters 
The Defence Minister, Najah al-Shammari, is reportedly being called into parliament to be questioned over the 

ISF’s alleged purchase of tear gas canisters from a Serbian company in 2007. The gas canisters have proven to 

be lethal when fired directly at protestors, with social media and news reports showing several horrific injuries 

caused by the canisters; a number of which resulted in several deaths. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate-High Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Civil unrest update 
Widespread protests have continued during the reporting period, with the momentum taking hold of the southern 

provinces. Current casualty figures are believed to be at least 340 people killed and over 15,000 injured. In 

Baghdad, the protests were generally fixed to the Al-Ahrar, Al-Jumhuriyah and Al-Sinak bridges, as well as 

Khellani, Tahrir and Tayaran Squares. Protestors have firmly embedded themselves into a number of locations 

across Basra, however the demonstrations are more peaceful, if not more disruptive, than previous weeks. Access 

to sites such as Khor Az-Zubayr and Umm Qasr ports are being disrupted by protestors, as are several roads 

leading to oilfields. Despite this, protestors have not attempted to completely shut down these areas. 

Political 
 
US will not hesitate to sanction officials involved in violence against protestors           

The United States has stated that they are prepared to impose sanctions on Iraqi officials if they are found to be 

involved in directing violence against civilians involved in protests across the country. A senior White House official 

spoke with the Al-Arabiya news channel, noting how it is their understanding that the Revolutionary Guards 

commander, General Qassim Suleimani, is behind the decision to put down protests through the use of force. The 

spokesperson said “The Iranian intervention in Iraq is clear and we know that Qassim Suleimani went to Baghdad 

and told the government to crush the protests…the Iranians have a pretty well-established mechanism for doing 

that. And, you know, we have the open-source reporting of snipers shooting protestors.” He also stated that the 

US is bound by law not to provide assistance to parties who are engaging in human rights violations and has 

vowed to impose sanctions on those suspected individuals through the use of freezing of assets and blocking 

officials from entering the US. The protests, which began on October 01, have resulted in over 300 people being 

killed and approximately 15,000 injured.  

 

Senior Iraqi leadership meets to discuss current issues 

The major political parties met at the residence of the leader of the Al-Hikma Front, Ammar al-Hakim, to discuss 

the issues facing the country. The parties present at the meeting reportedly agreed on a roadmap, details of which 

spelled out the various steps that the government plans to take to alleviate some of the problems that the country 

current faces. One of the actions to be taken is the charging of personnel who are found to have been involved in 

the killing or maiming of protestors. Other points included a clear transition of power through peaceful, 

constitutional means, the passing of electoral law reforms and the passing of laws that would enable authorities to 

question how government officials obtained wealth, with the issue of tackling corruption ranking high on the 

protestors demands. The implementation of the roadmap process has been given a deadline of 45 days. The 

various blocs all agreed to sign up to the process and allows for the Prime Minister to begin his reforms package 

that he had initially promised a number of weeks ago. The Nasr Coalition stopped short of providing their full 

support, instead stating that their support is conditional on the basis that an election is called once reform has 

taken place with the electoral laws. Another party who failed to attend and throw their full weight behind the 

roadmap is the Saeroun Coalition, who claimed that their lack of attendance was due to the fact that the roadmap 

will revert the country back to the beginning, minus the necessary solutions. The signing of the agreement by the 

12 parties could be seen as a positive indicator that the government is taking the challenges that the country faces 

very seriously, therefore supporting the Prime Minister and putting aside party differences should assist in allowing 

progress to be made.  

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

23 November 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [7] 
                       garda.com 

 

Arrest warrants issued for officials 
The Integrity Commission has recently issued arrest warrants for several current and former government officials 

– a number of which are believed to be or have held senior positions – on charges of corruption. This latest move 

is believed to be a message to protestors that the government is taking their demands seriously. The latest case 

involves the sentencing of the head of the Martyr’s Foundation, Najiha al-Shimmari, who was given a seven year 

sentence for corruption. The commission is also pursuing a number of other officials. Courts in Babel also issued 

a warrant demanding the arrest of the Governor, Karrar al-Abadi. Other arrest warrants have targeted officials in 

the provinces of Kirkuk and Najaf. One of the most high-ranking officials who has been issued an arrest warrant is 

the former Governor for Salah-al-Din, Ahmed al-Jubouri, who is accused of misappropriating funds during his time 

as governor.  

 

Security 
 

Iran-Iraq border crossings close due to the protests 
Two southern border crossings between Iran and Iraq has been closed due to the ongoing anti-government 

protests that are spreading across Iranian cities and the current protests being witnessed across much of Iraq. 

The Shalamcheh and Al-Shib crossings were closed at the request of the Iranian government and is to remain 

closed until further notice, however it is believed that the transportation of goods has not been affected. Protestors 

in Iran are demonstrating against the government’s decision to increase fuels prices by at least 50 per cent, which 

the government claims is necessary due to sanctions placed on its economy by the US.  

 

Iraqi Bar Association criticizes kidnapping of lawyers 

The head of the Iraqi Bar Association, Diaa al-Saadi, has called upon the government to ascertain the fate of three 

lawyers who were recently kidnapped in Baghdad and Maysan province during the past week. The kidnappings 

occurred during the mass protests that have spread across much of the country. Al-Saadi has called out the 

“serious crime that creates an atmosphere of fear and intimidation among peacefully protesting lawyers and the 

Iraq public.” The lawyers were reportedly kidnapped by militias; however the identity of the group is either not 

known or the name has not been released. Since the protests started on October 01, a number of people involved 

in the protests have been kidnapped by unknown groups, with some being subsequently released. It is believed 

that this may be a tactic designed to stop people from joining in the protests or providing support to them. A number 

of TV stations were ransacked by masked men in October after those stations had reported on the protests, leading 

to complaints of targeted harassment. 

 

NATO Iraq chief: Iraq violence “an absolute tragedy” 

The outgoing NATO chief for the Iraq training mission has said that the violence resulting from the recent protests 

are “an absolute tragedy” and that NATO urges the Iraqi government to show restraint when dealing with the 

protestors. General Major Dany Fortin, who is a member of the Canadian Armed Forces and is the outgoing 

commander of the Iraq mission for NATO, indicated that his organisation has not provided riot training to the Iraqi 

armed forces and nor does it have a mandate to do so. The Iraqi security forces have come under increasing 

criticism for their response to the recent protests by their use of live rounds and tear gas, which have caused what 

the media has described as “gruesome” deaths and injuries. 

 

Head of Military Intelligence: IS planning mass prison breakouts 

The head of Iraq’s Military Intelligence, Lieutenant General Saad al-Allaq, has claimed in an interview with CNN 

that IS are planning a mass breakout from prisons in Iraq and Syria. Al-Allaq has quoted intelligence gleaned from 

communications between IS cells that indicated plans were underway to free its imprisoned members, of which 

numbers in the thousands. The Lt General told the news channel  “Huge international efforts should be taken to 

deal with this issue because these criminals…are able to leave these camps and go back to their countries and 
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thus pose great danger in countries like Europe, Asia and northwest Africa.” Al-Allaq stated that it was his belief 

that IS cells with significant funding are currently being formed in Turkey, and he also made the allegation that a 

number of IS militants managed to escape by bribing their way through Syrian Democratic Forces’ (SDF) held 

territory in Syria and into Gaziantep. He elaborated on his claim, saying that “They (IS) have secretly crossed into 

these areas from the Syrian-Turkish border -- top leaders who have money. They crossed with the help of 

smugglers by paying large amount of money and have secretly entered Turkish territory,” There are believed to 

be some 10,000 IS terrorists currently being held in SDF-run detention facilities, as well as thousands of their 

family members; a significant number of which are Iraq and Syrian.  

 

 

Israel launches airstrikes against targets in Syria 

Israeli airstrikes struck Iranian and Syrian Arab Army targets across Syria in response to rockets being fired from 

Syria into Israel on November 19. Approximately 11 people in Syria were reportedly killed, seven of which were 

reportedly non-Syrian nationals, according to the UK-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights. Numerous 

targets associated with Iran’s Quds Force, including surface to air missile sites, warehouses, arms depots and 

military bases. Areas within Damascus were hit, including the Mazzeh airbase in the west of the city, which 

reportedly houses air defence assets. An Israeli military spokesperson said that the latest attack on Israeli territory 

by Iranian units is another clear indicator that Iran is firmly entrenched in Syria, noting that several targets of 

importance were hit, including the reported headquarters of Iranian officials within Damascus airport. The rocket 

attacks from Iranian units into the Golan Heights was the sixth such attempt by Iran to target assets in Israeli 

territory.  

 

 

US Defense Intelligence Agency: IS resurgent in Syria 

A new report released by the US Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) has claimed that IS is going through a period 

of resurgence due to the sudden withdrawal of US forces from Syria in October. The report’s authors believe that 

the decision to remove 1000 American troops created a power vacuum that led to Turkey and Turkish-backed 

Syrian rebel groups to launch an offensive against the SDF and its allies in Kurdish-held areas, subsequently 

causing further instability across the country and allowing IS to exploit this by rebuilding its network. With Kurdish 

forces unable to continue holding IS prisoners due to the fighting with Turkey, this may allow for IS to free its 

detainees and therefore backfill its previously depleted ranks with experienced fighters.  

 

Government partially unblocks social media platforms 

The internet observatory organisation Netblocks reported on November 21 that the Iraqi government has partially 

lifted the ban on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter, allowing access again after limiting the sites for fifty days after 

widespread protests spread in Baghdad and much of the south. Internet service providers Earthlink and mobile 

provider Zain are two of the companies who have restored services. Despite this, there remains connectivity issues 

and other providers are yet to lift restrictions.  
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

 

In Kurdistan during the reporting period, Turkey continued its offensive targeting PKK fighters and infrastructure. 

Over the past week, Turkish airstrikes struck at targets in the Mount Gara area of Dohuk province, as well as 

Haftanin, Zakho and Zap; resulting in approximately 19 deaths. Further Turkish military action in Soran, Hakurk, 

and Balakayati districts resulted in an unknown number of PKK being killed. Finally, PKK positions were targeted 

in Ranya, Sulaymaniyah by a Turkish airstrike, however the number of casualties are not known. 

 

Across Nineveh province, anti-IS operations continued at a fast pace, in line with the majority of the northern 

provinces. The ISF suffered several casualties as a result of IS actions, with the terrorist group carried out attacks 

in Shura and al-Hadhar sub-districts. The ISF responded with several attacks of their own and arrested a number 

of IS militants and family members across Mosul. The ISF carried out clearance operations in the Qayyarah district, 

where several weapons caches were found and subsequently destroyed by an EOD detachment. Finally, the 

Turkish air force conducted a raid on a military base belonging to the PKK-linked Sinjar Resistance Units (YBS) 
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on November 19, whilst the Turkish military and its Syrian rebel allies continued their attacks against Kurdish 

groups in neighbouring Syria. 

 

In Kirkuk province the Iraqi security forces conducted security operations in Hawijah, where significant clashes 

took place over the reporting week. Several IS fighters were killed and the terrorist group also killed a number of 

security forces by IEDs. IS also claimed to have brought down a Coalition drone on the Qara Choukh mountain on 

November 13. Meanwhile, IS fighters fought against ISF patrols in Makhmour and the west of Kirkuk city, resulting 

in the deaths of two IS militants. IS launched an operation against a police patrol in the Zghaytoun valley of Rashad 

sub-district on November 21, leaving three police killed and one injured. Finally, security clearance operations 

resulted in several rounds of mortars being destroyed in Daquq district. 

 

In Salah-al-Din province, the ISF carried out anti-IS operations south of Tikrit, arresting several fighters. A number 

of PMU soldiers were killed during security operations north of Baiji, whilst a number of IS hideouts were destroyed. 

The PMU continued to be targeted by IS during operations across other parts of the province, with units suffering 

casualties in the west of Samarra, and Mutaibijah district, resulting in five personnel being killed and several more 

injured. Meanwhile, ISF and PMU clearance operations drew the attention of IS fighters in the vicinity of the Anbar 

and Salah-al-Din border region, leaving four PMU soldiers killed. An Iraqi intelligence officer was killed by an IED 

in a booby-trapped house in al-Jazira district, west of Tikrit. Several hideouts were destroyed by the ISF in 

Mutaibijah region. An ISF operation in Samara district found and cleared one 155mm rocket. Two drug traffickers 

were arrested in Tuz Khurmatu district. PMU 35th Bde started a large-scale search operation in the al-Siniyah sub-

district, north of Baiji, to eliminate IS sleeper cells. On November 20 in Mteibija, east of Samarra, armed clashes 

broke out between IS gunmen and ISF troops conducting a clearance operation. Finally, IS fighters targeted an 

ISF checkpoint with SAF on November 20, killing one police officer. 

 

In Diyala province, an inter-tribal conflict took place in the Abu Saida district, last several hours. IS fighters carried 

out attacks using SAF and IEDs in and around Baqubah, resulting in several security force members being killed. 

Protest action took place across the province, with school students in Baqubah and Khalis voicing their support 

for protestors in Baghdad and southern provinces. Students also protested in Balad Ruz, Bani Saad sub-district 

and Muqdadiyah district, showing solidarity with the mass protests across the country. Finally, an ISF operation 

found and subsequently cleared several weapons caches in the village of al-Naqib, south of Buhriz sub-district.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

Across Anbar province, the Military Intelligence Directorate thwarted an attack by IS after disarming an explosive 

vest and a hand grenade that the attackers had planned to use against worshippers at a mosque in Hit. IS 

increased their levels of activity in the province, carrying out several attacks on security forces and Sunni tribal 

militias. Unconfirmed reports indicated that an unidentified aircraft targeted a PMU convoy on November 20 in 

Albu Kamal on the Syrian side of the border, leaving several members of the PMU killed. Finally, an ISF operation 

near Al Assad Air Base found and cleared 100 IEDs, 22 rockets, 30x 120mm mortar rounds, 210x 122mm rounds, 

10 mines, and 170x 155mm rockets. An ISF operation in Hay al-Shuhada found and cleared two IEDs and one 

20L container of C4. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

 

In Baghdad city during the reporting period, the police arrested several drug traffickers throughout the city, seizing 

a number of kilograms of crystal meth. The main focus of the reporting centred on the protests taking place in 

Tahrir, Khellani and Tayaran Squares, as well the Al-Jumhuriyah, Al-Sinak and Al-Ahrar bridges. Small, single 

issue protests took place in the vicinity of Mansour Mosque and the 14 July bridge, the latter of which involved 

supporters of the recently convicted head of the Martyrs Foundation who has been jailed for corruption. Amongst 

the chaos of the protests, criminals attempted to rob the Central Bank of Iraq. However, in a rare moment of 

cooperation, the ISF and protestors assisted each other in arresting the culprits. Meanwhile, a 16 year old boy was 

arrested on charges of terrorism after he allegedly spray-painted a wall with the slogan “closed by order of the 

people” – a common phrase amongst protestors. Smaller protests also took place in Sadr City and outside the 

Ministry of Oil, where people demanded jobs and government reforms in line with wider protests. A similar protest 

took place in Kadhimiyah, where students gathered to call for reforms. Finally, a local activist from Babel province 

called Ahmed Bakli was reported to have been missing IVO Tahrir Square in Rusafa district. No further details on 

the incident have been released. Two rounds of IDF reportedly landed southeast of the 14 July bridge on November 

17, no casualties were caused as a result. 

 

In Baghdad province, an IED detonated against a PMU patrol in the Saba al-Bour district, resulting in two PMU 
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members being killed and a further four being wounded. On November 14 in Tarmiyah, a tribal leader was killed 

when IS gunmen attacked his vehicle with SAF. On November 14 in Shula area of Kadhimiyah district, a civilian 

was killed when gunmen carrying suppressed weapons opened fire on him before fleeing. On November 15 in 

Al Salman Village, Tarmiyah district, IS gunmen attacked an IA post with SAF, resulting in 2 IA KIA. On 

November 16 in Zaidan village, Abu Ghraib, an IED detonated against Iraqi army logistic vehicle, leaving 1 IA 

KIA, 2 IA WIA. Finally, on November 17, ISF EOD safely removed an unexploded Katyusha rocket from a hole 

located on the main road that links between the Taji gas plant and Route Tampa N. No further details were 

available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

23 November 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [14] 
                       garda.com 

 

Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

Protests took place across Babel province, with work being suspended in government offices due to protestors 

holding sit-in protests at the entrances of the offices. Thousands of people gathered near Thawra bridge in central 

Hillah to protest against the government. The body of council member and prominent tribal sheikh, Amer al-

Murshedi, was found exhibiting gunshot wounds two days after he was abducted from his home. There are no 

known details on who may have carried out his abduction and murder. Finally, a terror suspect was arrested at a 

checkpoint on the outskirts of Hillah district as he attempted to enter the area.  

 

In Wasit, thousands of people joined protests across the province in response to the call for the population to 

attend a general one day strike on November 17, resulting in the closure of roads, schools and offices. In Kut, 

approximately 1000 people protested on November 21 to protest against the government and to call for an 

investigation into the killing of several protestors in the province.  

 

In Karbala, a group of engineering graduates peacefully demonstrated outside the Karbala Oil Refinery, south of 

Karbala, demanding job opportunities. Hundreds of civilians and students continued protesting IVO al-Tarbiyah 

Square near the governorate building in Karbala city, demanding reforms. Government employees and students 

also attended strikes in support of the mass protests throughout the country. Protestors also gathered outside the 

Karbala Oil Refinery to demand access to employment.  
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In Najaf, the ISF arrested a suspect wanted on terrorism charges at a security checkpoint in the Umm al-Abbasiyat 

area, north of Najaf city. Groups of farmers reportedly demonstrated inside a grain silo in Kufa district, calling on 

the Ministry of Commerce to receive their crops and fight corruption and bribery within the administration. 

Meanwhile, In Najaf, thousands of people including school students and government employees attended the main 

sit-in sites in Najaf province on November 17 after responding to the call to strike for one day in solidarity with the 

demonstrators. 

 

On November 17, an activist and journalist named Mohammed al-Shammari was reported to have been missing 

shortly after he left his house in central Diwaniyah city. The following day (November 18), he was released by his 

captors. Protesters prevented government employees from reaching their workplaces in different parts of 

Diwaniyah province in order to continue the general strike and to mount more pressure on government to meet 

the demands of the demonstrators. Finally, two people were reportedly killed and a third was wounded when 

unidentified gunmen opened fire on a local cafe in Diwaniyah province. 

 

In Dhi Qar province, despite the curfew, groups of protesters burned a number of tires near the main bridge in 

Gharraf district and torched several trailers during an attempted break-in of the police station, ISF fired tear gas 

canisters to disperse the crowd. A house belonging to a member of the local council named Adil Hassan was also 

torched by protesters. On the night of November 14, a 27-year-old man was wounded IVO al-Haboubi Square in 

celebratory gunfire and explosions of fireworks erupted in Nasiriyah city following the football win of the Iraqi team 

over Iran. In Dhi Qar province, a sound bomb IED detonated at a sit-in site in the al-Gharraf district, north of 

Nasiriyah, without causing casualties. On November 20 8,000 civilians demonstrated throughout Dhi Qar Province, 

demanding government reform, anti-corruption, jobs, and services. A group of protesters reportedly attempted to 

break into the Dhi Qar Oil Company in Nasiriyah city, in order to close its gates to prevent employees from getting 

into work. Riot police subsequently fired tear gas canisters towards them. On the night of November 20, hundreds 

of people demonstrated in Gharraf district, north of Nasiriyah, demanding reforms. Several people demonstrated 

outside the Dhi Qar directorate of Intelligence and Counter Terrorism in Nasiriyah, demanding release of a number 

of activists were arrested recently. The ISF subsequently freed five persons including two activists named Ahmed 

al-Tamimi and Ali al-Sha'alan. On 21 November, hundreds of people continued protesting IVO Haboubi Square in 

Nasiriyah city, demanding reforms. Finally on November 21, protesters in the al-Fadheliyah sub-district reportedly 

closed the main road links between Nasiriyah and Suq al-Shuyukh. On November 20 in Shatrah, north of Nasiriyah, 

hundreds of people continued their demonstrations demanding reforms. 

In Maysan province, approximately 2,500 civilians demonstrated throughout Maysan province, demanding 

government reform, anti-corruption, jobs, and services. On November 20 in Amara city, thousands of people 

continued their sit-in at the city centre. 

In Muthanna, approximately 800 civilians demonstrated in throughout Muthanna province, demanding government 

reform, anti-corruption, jobs, and services. 

Across Basra province, the general situation remained unchanged as protests have continued and the general 

strike saw thousands of people gather to demonstrate against the government on November 17. Over the course 

of the week, protestors disrupted roads and access to a number of oilfields and ports – including Khor Az-Zubayr 

and Umm Qasr. Access to the ports is assessed on a daily basis due to the protestors’ actions. There’s no 

indication that the level of oil production has suffered as a result of the protests. Non-protest incidents involved 

inter-tribal violence in Qarmat Ali and Shafi, although no casualties were reported. Finally on November 19, a low-

yield IED was detonated outside the home of the general manager of a company in Basra, however it did not cause 

any casualties. 
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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