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OUTLOOK  

Short term outlook  
 

▪ Fatal demonstrations that occurred throughout the country since they started on 1 October 2019 have to date 

left over 511 people dead and at least 21,000 injured according to the Iraqi Human Rights Commission.   The 

southern provinces saw the worst of the violence and this was a factor in the Prime Minister submitting his 

resignation to Parliament, however this is unlikely to result in the protestors limiting their actions. The burning 

down of the Iranian Consulate resulted in a severe crackdown by security forces and led to violence spreading 

across the southern provinces. Iraq had previously descended into violence on 25 October as protesters called 

for an end to rampant corruption and chronic unemployment which escalated into calls for a complete overhaul 

of the political system. As the protests peaked, it was clear that the demonstrator’s anger was focused not only 

on the government, both national and provincial,  but also the various Shia militias or the Popular Mobilisation 

Units as they are known.  Several PMU headquarters were attacked and set on fire, with protestors accusing 

them of being aligned to Iran and of firing on the crowds during the previous round of protests which began on 

October 01.  At the time of this report, protestors have attempted to enter the International Zone (IZ) on a daily 

basis, in order to carry out a long-term sit-in protest outside the Parliament building in the IZ, although so far, 

they have not succeeded in breaching ISF defences.  In the south, the Iraqi security authorities have imposed 

a curfew in six provinces, (Basra, Dhi Qar, Maysan, Wasit, Babil, and Muthanna) after clashes between 

protestors and security forces overnight on Oct 25, including some PMU factions, resulted in a high number of 

fatalities and injuries on both sides. In Nasiriyah (Dhi Qar province), Asaib Ahl al-Haq (League of the Righteous) 

members fired on protesters attempting to set fire to their offices, killing six.  Protest-related deaths were also 

recorded in Amarah (Maysan province), Basra (Basra province), and Samawah (Al-Muthanna province).  

Related protests have been reported in Najaf and Wasit provinces and a number of government buildings, 

political party offices, and PMU headquarters have been set on fire.  Meanwhile, the government has proposed 

reform packages, however the protestors appear unimpressed and the likelihood of the reforms being 

successfully implemented looks slim.  In the short term, violent demonstrations in Baghdad and the south will 

continue with more loss of life expected, even with the announcement that the Prime Minister will be replaced. 

 

▪ Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the 

northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues.  The suicide vest (SVEST) 

attack in Sadr City on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield multi-IED attack in eastern Baghdad on November 27 

underlines the continuing threat posed by IS cells in Baghdad City who retain intent to escalate operations.  

Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not assessed to change the security situation in 

the capital which has been relatively stable in 2019, however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to 

have the capability to launch operations of this nature within the city.  

Medium to long term outlook  

 
▪ Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS 

operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk.  Attacks will continue to target 

security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security 

forces.    

 
▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an 

insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets, 

the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and 

along the Hamrin Mountains.  
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Protests Update 
During the week, the kidnappings and assassinations of people linked to the protests continued to dominate 

reporting. A prominent activist, Ali Najm al-Lami, was assassinated after he was reportedly kidnapped from Tahrir 

Square on December 10. His body was later found in al-Shaab district. The ‘Great Gathering’ also took place on 

December 10, however the protest was relatively peaceful, due in part to the Iraqi government declaring the day 

to be a national holiday and also because the protestors had publicly stated that there should be no violent march 

on the International Zone. 

Lack of consensus delays vote on electoral law reform draft 
The lack of progress concerning the draft electoral reform law threatens to drag on as the planned parliamentary 

session to discuss the draft was postponed due to a lack of consensus. Despite several parties publicly stating 

that they are engaged in the process of the reforms and are keen to move forward, a number of other blocs 

within parliament are unhappy with the current draft as it stands. 

 

THREAT MATRIX 
 

Region Political Terrorism Militancy Crime K&R 

KRG* Moderate Low Moderate Low Low 

North** Moderate High-Extreme High High High 

Baghdad Moderate-High Moderate Moderate Moderate 
Moderate-
High 

Anbar Moderate High High High 
Moderate-
High 

South*** Moderate Low Moderate Moderate Moderate 

Threat Scale Minimal Low Moderate High Extreme 

      

 
* KRG – Dohuk, Erbil & Sulaymaniyah 
**  North – Nineveh, Salah ad-Din, Kirkuk & Diyala 
*** South – Babil, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Diwaniyah, Dhi Qar, Muthanna, Maysan & Basra  
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OVERVIEW 

Civil unrest update 
During the week, the kidnappings and assassinations of people linked to the protests continued to dominate 

reporting. A prominent activist, Ali Najm al-Lami, was assassinated after he was reportedly kidnapped from Tahrir 

Square on December 10. His body was later found in al-Shaab district. The ‘Great Gathering’ also took place on 

December 10, however the protest was relatively peaceful, due in part to the Iraqi government declaring the day 

to be a national holiday and also because the protestors had publicly stated that there should be no violent march 

on the International Zone. The other incident of note was the lynching and murder of a 16 year old boy who had 

allegedly fired a weapon into the air to disperse protestors outside his house. He was then reportedly stabbed 

several times, beaten and dragged out Wathba Square, where he was strung up via a street light. Conflicting social 

media posts obscured the details surrounding the incident, however it later emerged that the boy had not shot and 

killed several unarmed protestors prior to his lynching, as had first been reported. Protestors are maintaining a 

presence in the areas surrounding Tahrir Square, as well as the Jumhuriyah, al-Sinak and al-Ahrar bridges. 

Demonstrations are also ongoing across the southern provinces, such Basra, Maysan and Najaf, however there 

has been significantly less reporting of violence incidents directly related to the protests. 

 

Political 
 
Lack of consensus delays vote on electoral law reform draft 

The lack of progress concerning the draft electoral reform law threatens to drag on as the planned parliamentary 

session to discuss the draft was postponed due to a lack of consensus. Despite several parties publicly stating 

that they are engaged in the process of the reforms and are keen to move forward, a number of other blocs within 

parliament are unhappy with the current draft as it stands. One issue of contention is the ability for a candidate to 

give a portion of their votes to another candidate, should they gain a higher number of votes that are needed to 

pass the threshold. Another issue is the allocation of half of the total number of seats going to the political alliances, 

such as Fatah and Sairoun, whilst the remainder goes to independent MPs. This could result in the political blocs 

maintaining dominance over parliament. In response, the head of the Sairoun alliance, Muqtada al-Sadr, has said 

that the reform law should dictate that all of the seats in their entirety should be allocated to those MPs who have 

been voted into office by the public and not as a result of political manoeuvring.  

 

UN report: Targeted killings against protestors continue 

Kidnappings and assassinations against protestors are continuing despite criticism from the international 

community and the Iraqi government’s insistence that they are investigating the incidents. The UN Assistance 

Mission in Iraq (UNAMI) released the report that called upon the government to investigate and identify the people 

behind the spate of killings, kidnappings and unauthorised detentions, after carrying out nearly 200 interviews 

carried out with people involved in the protests. The report states “UNAMI continues to receive credible allegations 

of deliberate killings, abduction and arbitrary detention carried out by unknown armed men described as ‘militia,’ 

‘unknown third parties,’ ‘armed entities,’ ‘outlaws’ and ‘spoilers.” The release of the report comes after an increase 

in kidnappings of protestors, who appear to have been followed home after attending the protests and then either 

kidnapped or assassinated.  

 

UN representative in Iraq condemns the latest round of violence 

Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert, the United Nation’s representative in Iraq, today condemned the violence that took 

place against protestors on December 06 that resulted in between 25 and 60 protestors killed and over 130 

reportedly injured. She went on to say “The deliberate killing of unarmed protesters by armed elements is nothing 

less than an atrocity against the people of Iraq. The perpetrators must be identified and brought to justice without 

delay,” Despite a reduction in violent incidents against protestors over recent days, the attacks – and the stabbing 

incident in Tahrir Square the previous day – has reopened the likelihood that further violence will occur in the 

coming days. The Iraqi government responded to the attacks by stating that the MoI has launched an investigation.  
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Integrity Commission orders the arrests of current and former ministers 

Iraq’s Integrity Commission has reportedly ordered the arrest of 226 citizens, several of which are current and 

former ministers. The order comes after a statement was released by the commission, who stated that two current 

serving ministers and seven who served in the previous cabinets are part of the arrest warrants. Twelve members 

of parliament are also on the list, alongside one sitting governor and several officials who are serving or have 

previously served in various ministries. The commission has said that 51 people have been arrested already.  

 

Protestors now call on the President to resign 

Local media sources have reported that protestors have been calling for the resignation of the Iraqi President, 

Barham Salih. The demonstrators, many of whom travelled in from afar to gather in Tahrir Square on Tuesday, 

December 10, made the announcement in spite of the Prime Minister officially stepping down, once a successor 

is appointed. A Kurdish MP, Hassan Alaa, stated that the situation is at a difficult stage due to the continued 

development of the demands being made by the protestors. The MP from the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 

was referring to the initial call for better access to survives and employment opportunities has morphed into an all-

out demand for an overhaul of the current political system. He also stated that whilst the demonstrators were within 

their rights to call for reforms to be implemented, if they were to continue to press for the PM and President to step 

down then there would be turmoil.  

 

Ambassadors summoned for condemning attacks on Iraq’s protestors 

The Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs recently summoned the British, Canadian, French and German ambassadors 

due to their public statements that criticised the attacks on the protestors, which has to date left in excess of 445 

killed and well over 20,000 people, many of whom are protestors, injured. This statement came after recent 

violence over the weekend resulted in 20 demonstrators and four ISF member killed. The ambassadors reportedly 

met with the Prime Minister, Adel Abdul Mahdi, who is currently the caretaker PM until someone is nominated for 

the role. They told him that there should be an emphasis on the rule of law and that “no armed group should be 

allowed to operate outside of the control of the state.” The Canadian Ambassador met with the PM separately 

where it was stressed that the government should not give armed groups with their own agendas the licence to 

act outside of the law. The foreign ministry criticised the ambassadors for their comments, accusing them of 

“unacceptable intervention in Iraq’s internal affairs.  

 

Security 
 

Al-Sadr’s home targeted by a drone  

An armed drone reportedly targeted Muqtada al-Sadr’s house in Najaf, with media reports claiming that an 

explosive device was dropped onto the property. The incident came hours after al-Sadr’s men from the Peace 

Brigades arrived at the main protests areas in Baghdad to protect the demonstrators who were being attacked by 

unknown gunmen. Al-Sadr has publicly backed the anti-government demonstrations, but he has faced criticism 

from some segments of the protest movement for his apparent closeness to the Iraqi government over recent 

years. Al-Sadr is believed to be in Iran, something which the orchestrators of the drone attack would likely have 

known, and this may have been an overt warning to back away from becoming too involved in the protests.  

 

Five pro-Iranian PMU members killed in an airstrike in Albu Kamal 

An Israeli news outlet has claimed that five pro-Iranian militiamen were killed during an early morning airstrike in 

the Syrian city of Albu Kamal, close to the Iraqi border on December 08. The news agency quoted the Syrian 

Observatory for Human Rights, who stated that the airstrike struck at alleged PMU personnel in an area where 

previous attacks have occurred. Israel acknowledged that they carried out a strike against the IRGC on November 

20, in an attack that destroyed Iranian-built facilities that allegedly housed missiles and IRGC personnel. The 

airstrike comes at a time when Iran and its PMU allies stand accused of fomenting unrest through the killing and 

maiming of protestors and, to a less extent, security forces. The Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, has 

publicly criticised Iran for engaging in and supporting violence against Iraqi civilians. "On Saturday there was a 
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bloody attack in Baghdad in which over 20 innocent Iraqi demonstrators were murdered," said Netanyahu. He 

stated, "I would like to tell you that there are growing indications that this murderous attack in Baghdad was carried 

out by Shiite Iraqi militias on direct instruction from the Iranian Revolutionary Guards.”  

 

Protests maintain momentum across the country 

Media reports have indicated that protestors came out in force across the country on December 08, to continue to 

demonstrate against the government and promote their message that they are undeterred by the violent actions 

being carried out by the unknown armed groups who were involved in the killing of what some media organisations 

claim are over 452 people killed and at least 20,000 wounded since the protests began on October 01. The 

gatherings continue to take place despite the resignation of the Prime Minister, Adel Abdul Mahdi, protestors call 

for sweeping changes and not a token changing of the guard.  

 

Iraq launches the latest phase of ‘Will of Victory’ operation 

Iraqi security forces are conducting their most recent phase of the anti-IS operation, ‘Will of Victory’ across several 

provinces, according to the Joint Operations Spokesman, Major General Tahsin al-Khafaji. He stated that the plan 

was to complete the phase within a set time frame and achieve its objectives. This comes as the Major General 

warned of the resurgence of IS across the northern provinces. The investigations of second in command of Is, Abu 

Khaldoun, reportedly shed light upon the operational details of the group’s current activities. The ISF is currently 

carrying out clearance operations in Diyala, Kirkuk, Salah-al-Din and Samarra provinces as a response to the 

uptick in the militant group’s attacks on civilians and security forces. The military destroyed approximately 11 

hideouts and a further three tunnel systems, as well as seizing several weapons caches.  

 

Iran reportedly excavating tunnels to store weapons 

News reports have claimed that Iran has been excavating tunnels at its base in Syria to store equipment and 

weaponry. Satellite images have shown what appears to an entrance to a tunnel that is wide enough for a car to 

fit into and is believed, by some estimates, to be approximately 130 metres long. The base has seen construction 

going on for over a year, and recent Israeli airstrikes are thought to have destroyed much of the base, leading to 

a potential pivoting towards an underground tunnel system. The camp, referred to as the Imam Ali base located 

near the Syria-Iraq border, is seen by some as part of a wider push by Iran to build up infrastructure as a means 

to building logistical support for equipment and personnel transporting from Iran, Iraq, Syria and Lebanon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

14 December 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [9] 
                       garda.com 

 

WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT  

Countrywide Military/Security Situation  
 
Northern Provinces  

 

 

 

In the KR-I over the reporting period, protestors gathered outside the Sulaymaniyah Electricity Directorate to 

demand that their homes be connected to the grid on December 08. Meanwhile, on December 09, residents in 

Penjwen blocked the town's main roads to highlight problems with public services, especially the provision of 

electricity. The protesters set up tents in the road and told local media sources that they would not let any vehicles 

pass. They were angry at the reduction in the hours of electricity provided by the government.  

 

In Nineveh, protests took place in Mosul, as university students showed their support for the ongoing anti-

government protests across the country. Security forces continued their military operations against IS, as attacks 

were recorded Ba’aj, Tal Keif, and Mukeshefah, where several ISF members, including PMU and pro-government 

Sunni tribal militia members, were killed and wounded. In response, a number of IS fighters were also killed in 

subsequent attacks and the ISF continued to carry out search operations, which led to several weapons caches 

being cleared. Finally, an operation took place close to the Syrian border in order to restrict the ability of IS cells 

from infiltrating into Iraq. 
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In Kirkuk, Op Will of Victory took place, which focused on clearing IEDs and the destruction of weapons caches 

across the province. IS continued to target security forces, as several members were targeted at home and 

subsequently killed. During one operation, the ISF destroyed a total of 111 IEDs that were found in a weapons 

cache. IS also carried out IED strikes against security forces in Hawijah and Riyadh subdistrict, resulting in several 

deaths. Protests also took place in the province, in support of the ongoing anti-government protests that have 

swept much of the southern provinces and the capital since October 02. Finally, the PMU dismantled 100 IEDs 

found in the Tal Ahmed area in Taza sub-district, south of Kirkuk. A cache comprising of two Katyusha rockets and 

multiple IEDs and mortars, was found during a search operation carried out across several villages in Hawijah 

district. 

 

In Salah-al-Din, the biggest incident to note was the motorcycle-borne IED that targeted Saraya al-Salam members 

on December 12, resulting in the deaths of seven members and wounding several more near Lake Tharthar, 

Samarra. The ISF continued to install thermal cameras in villages that have been abandoned as a means of 

tracking IS fighters through these areas. An attack on the Alaas oilfield resulted in several PMU members being 

killed and injured by IS militants on December 07. Military operations were carried out in the vicinity of Baiji, 

resulting in a number of IEDs being cleared. Finally, the MoI’s Rapid Reaction Division carried out an operation 

that resulted in the clearance of several weapons caches on December 13 in the areas between Tuz Khurmatu 

and Kifri.  

 

In Diyala province, the ISF continued their Op Will of Victory in the region and came across IS fighters in the vicinity 

of Baqubah, resulting in the clearance of several weapons caches. IS also carried out attacks on the security 

forces, as well as PMU units. Several protests took place across the province in response to the planned relocation 

of various military units out of the area, as local civilians believed that this will impact the security of the towns and 

villages. People also gathered in the vicinity of Muqdadiyah to lend their support to the protestors as part of the 

ongoing anti-government protests. Finally, an Asayish member was kidnapped in Khanaqin on December 13, 

however the motive for the kidnapping is unclear.  
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Anbar Province 

 

 

 

 

 

In Anbar, it was reported that the ISF allowed 13 IS-affiliated displaced families to return to their homes in Khalidiya 

Island, east of Ramadi, after declaring the disavowal of their relatives belonging to the IS terrorist group. IS fighters 

attacked the ISF with roadside IEDs near Rutbah, leaving one ISF member killed and several wounded. To the 

east of Fallujah, a mass grave was found containing 100 bodies at a former PMU camp. Reports suggested the 

bodies belonged to civilians abducted from Saqlawiyah, although it was not clear who carried out the alleged 

abductions. 
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City) 

 

 

 

 

 

In Baghdad city during the reporting period, protests continued unabated although on average there are less 

deaths occurring than previous weeks. Despite this, the total number of deaths stands at over 511 and over 21,000 

injured. Kidnappings also remained commonplace, with several assassinations taking place; the targets being 

associated with the protest movement. Protestors gathered in the vicinity of the University of Technology in New 

Baghdad district, denouncing the SAF attack that targeted protesters near al-Sinak Bridge, allegedly carried out 

by PMU members. Liquor stores were targeted with low-yield IEDs, the cause of which was not officially released. 

On the night of December 08, three tuk-tuks were burned and eighteen protesters wounded in clashes IVO al-

Wathba Square and al-Ahrar Bridge in Rusafa district as the ISF fired tear gas canisters towards the crowds.  A 

female activist named Asma Samir was reportedly kidnapped near her house in New Baghdad district, shortly after 

returning from the Tahrir Square. An armed robbery targeted a civilian' house in Shaab area, Adhamiya district. 

On December 10 in the vicinity of Tahrir Square, militia gunmen abducted the civil activist Ahmed Al Dulaimi after 

he left the square. Finally, on December 11, two protestors were kidnapped after attending a protest in Tahrir 

Square. The people identified as going missing are Omer Kazim al-Amiri and Salman Khaiallah al-Mansouri. The 

BIAP was targeted on two occasions this week with IDF, the first incident hitting the BDSC and resulting in several 

CTS personnel being injured, whilst the second incident resulted in IDF landing outside of the airport’s perimeter, 

no casualties were reported. 



Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report    

14 December 2019   
 

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld  [13] 
                       garda.com 

 

 

Across Baghdad province, an ISF operation in Alamiyah found and cleared one Katyusha rocket, one 155mm 

rocket, and one mortar round. An ISF operation in Hussainiya found and cleared a hand grenade. On December 

07 in Thera’ Dijla, an IED detonated on an IA patrol, resulting in two members being killed. On December 11, the 

ISF seized 14 x Motorola radios, 15 x batteries, 10 x charges and wires used for IED making, found hidden inside 

a plastic drum in Mahmudiyah district, south of Baghdad. Finally, an ISF operation in Abu Ghraib district found and 

cleared an IED. 
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Southern Provinces 

 

 

 

 

Babel province witnessed protests as part of the ongoing anti-government demonstrations. Protestors also blocked 

access to several government buildings in Hillah that resulted in employees being unable to enter their offices. An 

IED to the north of Hillah detonated, resulting in several PMU members being killed and wounded.  

 

In Wasit on December 08, dozens of local residents of Mirzabad village in Jassan sub-district, subsequently 

blocking the main road leading to the oil concession in Badra district with burning tyres. Meanwhile, on December 

06, 1,000 civilians demonstrated throughout Wasit Province, demanding government reforms. 

 

In Karbala province on December 08, a professor working for the University of Karbala was wounded when a 

UVIED detonated beneath his vehicle in Saif Saad area in Karbala city. The incident is likely linked to his 

participation in the ongoing anti-government mass protests in the province. On December 08, protesters closed 

the University of Karbala and Al-Kheirat power plant and prevented students and employees from reaching their 

workplaces. Activist Ihab Al-Wazani, chief of coordination for the demonstrations in Karbala was  reportedly 

wounded in an attempted assassination in Karbala city on December 08. On December 09, dozens of people from 

Al Fatlah tribe continued protesting outside the al-Kheirat Power Plant, demanding job opportunities, whilst a 

number of tents were erected at the scene, blocking the main road leading to the facility. Protesters reportedly are 
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preventing 90 employees from leaving the site for the third day in a row. On December 09, dozens of students 

from Karbala University demonstrated IVO al-Tarbiyah Square, denouncing the assassination of a local activist 

last night. On December 07, approximately 2,000 civilians demonstrated throughout Karbala Province, demanding 

government reforms. 

 

In Najaf province, several protests took place as part of the ongoing anti-government demonstrations. The IPS 

arrested a gang comprising of one local national and two foreigners, that specialized in forging exit visas at Najaf 

airport. Customs officers at the Najaf airport arrested two individuals in possession of $400,000 in cash, intended 

to be smuggled out of the country. 

 

Across Diwaniya province, thousands of people protested in line with the ongoing anti-government demonstrations. 

On December 08, hundreds of people including tribal elders demonstrated IVO al-al-Saa'a Square in central 

Diwaniyah city, demanding reforms. Two people were killed, and three others were wounded in a tribal conflict 

erupted in the Shinafiyah district, south west of Diwaniyah, the incident is thought to be related to an outstanding 

land ownership dispute. 

 

In Dhi Qar, a sound bomb detonated outside the house of a senior member of the Sadrist Movement in central 

Nasiriyah city, no casualties were reported. On the afternoon of December 06, a sound bomb IED detonated 

outside the house of a former member of the Ba'ath Party in Nasiriyah city, no casualties were reported. It was 

also reported that the reasons for the attack are due to the participation of the former Baath party member’s sons’ 

involvement in the recent anti-government demonstrations. Hundreds of people continued protesting IVO al-

Haboubi Square in central Nasiriyah, demanding reforms. Finally, December 12 saw protesters continued blocking 

several bridges and main roads with burning tyres and reclosed many GOI office including the presidency building 

of Dhi Qar University as attempted to resume activities to normal. 

 

In Maysan province on the night of December 09, an IED detonated outside a private medical clinic in the Abu 

Rummanah area of Amarah city, causing material damage but no casualties. It was reported that the property is 

allegedly linked to someone affiliated with the Asaib Ahl al-Haq Shia militia. The Maysan police command 

announced a ban on the movement of motorcycles and non-registered vehicles as of 2200hrs of December 029, 

until further notice. On December 08, approximately 3,000 civilians demonstrated throughout Maysan province, 

demanding government reforms.  

 

In Muthanna province on December 09, dozens of engineering graduates demonstrated in front of the Samawah 

Refinery, demanding job opportunities, as protesters reportedly closed the main road leading to the facility. On 

December 07, approximately 2,000 civilians demonstrated Samawa district, demanding government reforms. On 

December 08 in Samawa City, students closed the gates to the Muthanna university in solidarity with ongoing 

protests.  

 

Across Basra province, peaceful protests continued at the Navy Roundabout as well as Majnoon, WQ 1 and 

Burjesia. There has also been one-off protests concerning employment opportunities, however these have for the 

most part been peaceful. Inter-tribal violence and criminal activity continued throughout the reporting period, 

especially in Basra city and to the north of Basra. A tribal elder was reportedly kidnapped because of his affiliation 

with the protest movement.  
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ACRONYM LIST  
 
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest  
AKA - Also Known As 
AO - Area of Operations 
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier 
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED 
AQ - Al-Qaeda 
AT - Anti-Tank 
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon 
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED 
BBIED - Body Borne IED 
Bde - Brigade 
Bn - Battalion 
BXP - Border Crossing Point 
CET - Convoy Escort Team 
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens 
CoP - Chief of Police 
CP - Check Point 
C-PERS - Captured Personnel  
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems) 
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack 
DBS - Drive by Shooting 
Div - Division  
DoD - Department of Defense 
DoS - Department of State 
DoS - US Department of State 
ECP - Entry Control Point 
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile 
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad) 
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War 
FoM - Freedom of Movement 
GoI - Government of Iraq 
HCN - Host Country National 
HG - Hand Grenade 
HME - Home Made Explosive 
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun 
HVT - High Value Target 
IC - International Community 
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars) 
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons 
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission  
IED - Improvised Explosive Device 
IM - International Military 
IOC - International Oil Company 
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar 
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher  
IS - Islamic State  
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point  
IVO - In Vicinity Of 
IZ - International Zone 
KIA - Killed in Action 
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian 
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED) 
MIA - Missing in Action 
MoD - Ministry of Defense 
MoF - Ministry of Finance 
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education 
MoI - Ministry of Interior 
MoJ - Ministry of Justice 
 
 
 

 
MoO - Ministry of Oil 
MoT - Ministry of Transportation 
MSR - Main Supply Route 
NFDK - No Further Details Known 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity) 
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report 
OCG - Organized Crime Group 
OPF - Oil Protection Force 
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger 
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN 
Term) 
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces 
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF) 
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF) 
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire 
PSC - Private Security Company 
PSD - Private Security Detail 
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED 
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade 
RTA - Road Traffic Accident 
SAF - Small Arms Fire 
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE 
SF - Special Forces 
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED 
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest 
TCN - Third Country National 
TCP - Traffic Control Point 
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck 
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices 
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED 
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance 
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED 
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint 
WIA - Wounded in Action 
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES 
 
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk 
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports 
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and 
our clients in their decision-making.  
 
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and 
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of 
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients 
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while 
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.  
 
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily, 
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.  
 
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for, 
manage, and respond to risks.  
 
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to 
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com 
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972) 
 
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:  
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com 
 
 

GARDAWORLD  
 

A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management 
 
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security 
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.  
 
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security 
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close 
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions. 
 
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives, 
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure 
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their 
business.  
 
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you 
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com  
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