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OUTLOOK
Short term outlook
▪

On the night of Dec 29 the US military carried out airstrikes on multiple locations in Iraq and Syria linked to the
Kataeb Hezbollah militia group. Up to 25 Iraqi PMU members were reportedly killed in one of the strikes, which
targeted the group's headquarters in al-Qa'im on the border with Syria in western Anbar province. The operation
came two days after a US civilian contractor was killed in a rocket attack on the K1 Iraqi military base near
Kirkuk. US officials blamed the Iran-backed militia group for the incident. Two Kataeb Hezbollah (KH) locations
in Syria were also reportedly targeted in the operation. As expected, the death of a US civilian contractor
following the probable PMU-initiated rocket attack at the K1 base in Kirkuk province was the red line for the US
to hit back after months of similar rocket attacks against coalition bases in northern Baghdad province, Nineveh,
Kirkuk and Salah-al-Din. As a result of the attack, a crowd of PMF members and supporters gathered outside
the US Embassy inside the International Zone in Baghdad on December 31 and again on Jan 01. Although
the US Embassy itself was not breached, damage was sustained to the perimeter and entrance foyer.

▪

Following these events, the United States carried out a drone strike in the early hours of Jan 03 near Baghdad’s
international airport, killing Qassem Soleimani, the Commander of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps
(IRGC) Quds Force. Soleimani was killed alongside the Deputy Commander of the Popular Mobilisation Units
(PMU), Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, who was also the leader of Kata’ib Hezbollah. In retaliation, early on Jan 08,
Iran fired more than a dozen ballistic missiles against Al Assad airbase in Anbar province and against Erbil
International Airport in Kurdistan. In a much-anticipated address to the nation on Jan 09, President Donald
Trump tempered days of angry rhetoric and suggested Iran was now “standing down” after it had fired the
missiles, as both sides looked to defuse the crisis sparked by the killing of Soleimani. Meanwhile, 176 people
were killed when an Iranian air defence missile system misidentified a Ukrainian Boeing 737-800 civilian airliner
taking off from Tehran international airport as a US military aircraft early on Jan 08. Iran finally admitted the
grave mistake on Jan 10. It is unclear what Tehran’s future intent with regards to the crisis currently is. It is
assessed however that further direct Iranian strikes against US assets in Iraq will not be forthcoming with Iran
realising that this would invoke swift retribution from the United States. However, it is probable that Iran will
continue to use its proxy-militias in Iraq to launch periodic IDF and asymmetric attacks against US and western
interests in Iraq and the wider Middle East, thereby affording Tehran a degree of non-culpability should a
successful attack by the militias be forthcoming. The threat to US and western assets inside Iraq from Iranian
sponsored Shia militia groups therefore remains heightened in the short to medium term.

▪

Fatal demonstrations that occurred throughout the country since protests started on 01 October 2019 have to
date left 669 people dead and 24,488 injured. There were also 2806 arrests to date. Following the resignation
of PM Mahdi, the process to nominate the next Prime Minister continues without an end in sight, with Mahdi
continuing as head of government in a caretaker role. Fatah’s candidate, Qusay al-Suhail, has been dropped
and the al-Bina alliance, of which Fatah is a part of, planned to put the Governor of Basra, Assad al-Eidani,
forward as the latest nominee. This unpopular move resulted in the President, Barham Salih, offering his
resignation to Parliament in protest at al-Bina’s attempts to push through al-Eidani’s nomination. There is
currently no indicator when the next deadline might be. The protesters continue to call for an end to rampant
corruption and chronic unemployment which has escalated into calls for a complete overhaul of the political
system. As the protests peaked, it was clear that the demonstrator’s anger was focused not only on the
government, both national and provincial, but also the various militias. A number of PMU headquarters were
attacked and set on fire, with protestors accusing them of being aligned to Iran and of firing on the crowds
during the previous round of protests which began on October 01. Despite the Iranian Consulate being set
alight twice, protests in the south have tapered off in terms of violent incidents. Related protests took place in
Babel, Wasit, Karbala, Najaf, Muthanna, Maysan and Basra provinces and a number of government buildings,
political party offices, and PMU headquarters have been set on fire. Khor Az-Zubayr and Umm Qasr ports have
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also been targeted by protestors and subsequently closed down for periods of time, as has access to several
oilfields, such as Gharraf and ECP 1 in Majnoon, however they are still operational. Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Mahdi’s resignation will not result in a significant decrease in demonstrations in the short term, due to the
unlikelihood of protestors feeling satisfied that there will be a change to the status quo. In the short term, violent
demonstrations in Baghdad and the south will continue.
▪

Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security challenge, especially in the
northern provinces and in Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continues. Three explosions targeting
civilians during the evening of November 27, 2019 across three districts in Baghdad, left at least six killed and
over 15 injured. No group claimed responsibility, however IS have a history of carrying out similar attacks in
the City. The suicide vest (SVEST) attack in Sadr City, Baghdad on May 09, 2019 and the low-yield multi-IED
attack in eastern Baghdad on August 06, 2019 underlines the continuing threat posed by residual IS sleeper
cells who retain intent to escalate operations. Absent a significant escalation in IS activity, the attacks are not
assessed to change the security situation in the capital which has been relatively stable in 2019 and into 2020,
however, the attacks demonstrate that IS continues to have the capability to launch operations of this nature
within the capital.

Medium to long term outlook
▪

Sectarian violence can be expected to continue in areas of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS
operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and southwestern Kirkuk. Attacks will continue to target
security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security
forces.

▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with focus on the potential resurgence of an
insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets,
the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and
along the Hamrin Mountains.
▪ Iraq still faces enormous hurdles with parts of the country still in ruins and 1.8 million of its residents internally
displaced. Iraq is 12th from the bottom of Transparency International’s corruption perception index. While
economic growth is estimated at 2.6 percent, the capital still has only four to six hours of electricity a day. More
significantly, the expansion of militias across the country poses a threat. Shiite militias, feeling they deserve
credit for “defeating” IS, are loath to leave Sunni and Yezidi areas and their presence fuels resentment with
Kurdish, Sunni and Yezidi civilians. The government talks of reintegrating them into the Iraqi army, but that
could undo the years of effort to depoliticize the military. Meanwhile, Iran has an inordinate amount of influence
over the political and security landscape by funding militias and political groups. This is a significant
destabilizing factor and a path to further internal conflict in the country, as Sunni and Kurdish minorities will
never rally around a united Iraq if Iran is pulling the strings.
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
IDF attack against International Zone
At 1928hrs on Jan 26, between 4–5 IDF rounds (including 1 x possible blind) were fired at the International Zone
with up to three rounds impacting IVO the US Embassy. International press reports indicate that one round
detonated on a dining facility within the Embassy complex, wounding at least one person. The last IDF attack
against the IZ occurred in the early hours of Jan 21, although this latest attack is thought to be the first time a direct
hit on the Embassy has been recorded. This is the fifth such attack on the International Zone this year with previous
attacks occurring on 04, 05, 08 and 21 of Jan 2020 and came amidst heightened tensions in the country following
anti-US demonstrations organised by Shia cleric Muqtada Al Sadr on Jan 24 and the US strike and killing of IRGC
Quds Force Commander Soleimani and PMF Deputy Commander al-Muhandis on Jan 03. Later this week, it was
also reported that at 2215hrs on Jan 31, five rockets were fired at Qayyarah Airfield in Mosul, Nineveh province.
The airbase currently houses US and Iraqi forces. No injuries or damage were immediately reported.

Protests continue amidst moves to nominate PM; Sadr withdraws support
Muqtada Al-Sadr directed his followers to leave demonstration encampments on Jan 25 after he posted on social
media saying, “I am expressing my disappointment and my regret toward all those who doubted me among the
Tahrir Square protesters - I thought they were supporters of me and of Iraq” accusing the protesters of being
“foreign paid tools”. Earlier, the coordinating committee for the anti-government protests reportedly issued a
strongly worded statement accusing Al-Sadr of “disgrace and treason” in what appeared to be a direct rebuke for
Sadr organising a march that concentrated on the ousting of US forces in Iraq, rather than the demands of the
main protest movement which include the nomination of a new prime minister and the addressing of corruption
within government. Some activists said the presence of Muqtada al-Sadr’s followers had shielded the protesters.
With that cover gone, many in the 4-month-old movement feared the worst, but Sadrist spokesperson Sheikh
Salah al-Obaidi said al-Sadr’s followers “will be neutral, not with them or against them”. Despite this, many
protestors said Sadr’s withdrawal gave “the green light” for the government to suppress the demonstrations.
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OVERVIEW
Situation update
At 1928hrs on Jan 26, between 4–5 IDF rounds (including 1 x possible blind) were fired at the International Zone
with up to three rounds impacting IVO the US Embassy. International press reports indicate that one round
detonated on a dining facility within the Embassy complex, wounding at least one person. The last IDF attack
against the IZ occurred in the early hours of Jan 21, although the latest attack is thought to be the first time a direct
hit on the Embassy has been recorded. This is the fifth such attack on the International Zone this year. Previous
attacks occurred on 04, 05, 08 and 21 of Jan 2020 and comes amidst heightened tensions in the country following
anti-US demonstrations organised by Shia cleric Muqtada Al Sadr on Jan 24 and the US strike and killing of IRGC
Quds Force Commander Soleimani and PMF Deputy Commander al-Muhandis on Jan 03. Later this week, it was
also reported that at 2215hrs on Jan 31, five rockets were fired at Qayyarah Airfield in Mosul, Nineveh province.
The airbase currently houses US and Iraqi forces. No injuries or damage were immediately reported.
Meanwhile, violent protests have continued throughout this week. At the time of this report, President Saleh’s
deadline for the political blocs to select a candidate for the Prime Ministership runs out later today with protesters
holding their breath for the announcement of the nominee. Unconfirmed press reports indicate that Sairoon and
Al-Fatah may have reached an agreement on the nomination of Tawfiq Allawi, the former Minister of
Communications for the position, although this remains unconfirmed at this time. Allawi, for his part, stated in a
Facebook post yesterday that while he is not calling on any political party or bloc to nominate him for Prime Minister,
he asked them not to prevent his selection in order that he can form a non-partisan government that includes
protester representation and heeds to protesters’ demands. He said that while he has dual nationality, he would
rescind his British passport if he is elected.
Meanwhile, at least five people have been killed, and 265 people were injured in Baghdad and cities in the southern
provinces this week in clashes between security forces and protesters. According to media sources, two protest
sites, Khalani Square and the Sinak bridge over the Tigris River, were raided in Baghdad, where anti-government
protesters had been camping out in recent months. Raids also took place in Basra where 16 protesters were
arrested. Six people were also injured in Nasiriyah, Dhi Qar province, following fierce clashes between ISF and
protestors on MSRs surrounding the city. This came after Muqtada Al-Sadr directed his followers to leave
demonstration encampments on Jan 25 after he posted on social media saying, “I am expressing my
disappointment and my regret toward all those who doubted me among the Tahrir Square protesters - I thought
they were supporters of me and of Iraq” accusing the protesters of being “foreign paid tools”. Earlier, the
coordinating committee for the anti-government protests reportedly issued a strongly worded statement accusing
Al-Sadr of “disgrace and treason” in what appeared to be a direct rebuke for Sadr organising a march that
concentrated on the ousting of US forces in Iraq, rather than the demands of the main protest movement which
include the nomination of a new prime minister and the addressing of corruption within government. Some activists
said the presence of Muqtada al-Sadr’s followers had shielded the protesters. With that cover gone, many in the
4-month-old movement feared the worst, but Sadrist spokesperson Sheikh Salah al-Obaidi said al-Sadr’s followers
“will be neutral, not with them or against them”. Despite this, many protestors said Sadr’s withdrawal gave “the
green light” for the government to suppress the demonstrations.
Later this week, al-Sadr renewed his calls for protests in Baghdad and sit-ins near the International Zone, in an
apparent reversal of his Jan 25 decision to withdraw his Sadrist supporters from anti-government protesters in
Tahrir square. In his statement on Twitter, he called for renewed protests in Baghdad due to political leaders’ lack
of agreement on forming a new government. In the statement, al-Sadr said that the renewed protests should take
place near Baghdad’s International Zone and should be coordinated with the security forces. He also threatened
that if the government does not heed to protesters’ demands, he will be taking escalatory measures. He called on
protesters who will heed to his call for renewed protests to not close off roads or public institutions and schools.
Al-Sadr also reminded his followers that the protesters in Tahrir Square and other protest squares are their
brothers, saying that they should not disunite and clash, but rather chant together saying “the people want to save
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the country”. Soon after this statement was issued, Mohammed Salih al-Iraqi, an individual closely linked with alSadr, said on his Facebook page that citizens should heed to this call immediately and not delay the renewed
protests.
Sistani condemns bloodshed in Friday sermon
During the Friday sermon given at the Shrine of Imam Hussein in Karbala, the representative of Ayatollah Sistani,
Sheikh Abd al-Mahdi al-Karbalae’i, condemned the continued bloodshed and violence against protesters as well
as the security forces’ attempts to break up the demonstrations. Nonetheless, Sistani also criticised the actions of
some protesters who have been carrying out violence against security forces and shutting down public institutions
and schools. The Ayatollah stated that these unjustified actions will not mobilise more protesters and will result in
a decline in solidarity with the protest movement. Sistani also called for speeding up the formation of a new
government and renewed his call for snap elections, saying that “returning to the polls to determine what the people
want is the best way” to exit this current crisis. Sistani added that the post-election parliament should take the
necessary steps to preserve Iraq’s sovereignty, independence in its political decision-making, and unity of its
territory and people. Commenting on US President Donald Trump’s “Deal of the Century”, the Ayatollah
vehemently condemned what he called the “unjust plan” saying that the Marja’iyah reaffirms its position in standing
with the Palestinian people in their struggle to regain their occupied lands and establish an independent state.
Sistani called on “Arabs, Muslims and all free peoples of the world” to support the Palestinians in their cause.
According to sources on the ground, the Ayatollah’s continued support for the protest movement, and his reiteration
that it should not be broken up and dissolved, gave protesters a morale boost, with some saying that there was an
increase of protesters in several protest squares across the country.
IHCHR gives figures for assassinations and kidnappings during protests
A member of the Iraqi High Commission for Human Rights (IHCHR), Fadhil al-Gharawi, announced that the IHCHR
has been recording the number of assassination and kidnapping attempts since the beginning of the protests.
According to al-Gharawi, 49 assassination attempts, 72 kidnapping attempts, and 50 assaults were recorded
against journalists, activists, and bloggers. Al-Gharawi called on the Iraqi Government and security forces to take
the necessary steps in order to ensure the safety of protesters, journalists and activists while promoting the
exercise of free speech and peaceful demonstrations. For its part, the Iraqi Red Cross announced that it would
be providing medical treatment to all of the protesters injured in Dhi Qar Province’s capital, Nasiriyah. The Red
Cross also announced that it would be supplying and equipping several hospitals in the province, in order to be
prepared to treat protesters. The Red Cross called for ceasing the violent pushback that has left hundreds dead
and thousands wounded.
PMU pushes ahead with anti-IS operations
The PMU announced over the weekend that they would be continuing their anti-Islamic State operations
throughout the country. On Jan 25, the head of the PMU's Middle Euphrates Operations Command stated that
PMU forces, in coordination with other security apparatus, are continuing their search for IS sleeper cells in the
area stretching from the Baghdad Belt to Muthanna Province, near the Iraqi-Saudi border. On Monday, the PMU
announced that reinforcements were sent to the Nineveh Operations Command in order to strengthen security
force presence along the Iraqi-Syrian border in order to hunt down IS sleeper cells in the region. Similarly, the Iraqi
Army announced that they had continued their bombardment of areas with IS sleeper cell presence in the regions
along the Salah-al-Din - Diyala borders. According to a security source, it is still unclear how many IS militants
were killed in the operation. Meanwhile, Islamic States' Furqan Media Centre released a new audio statement by
its spokesperson, Abu Hamza al-Qureishi, in which IS discussed Iraq briefly. In the second statement since his
appointment in October 2019, al-Qureishi stated that his group is still present and operating in Iraq despite the
operations that the security forces have launched against them. Mockingly, al-Qureishi commented on the Iraqi
Government's inability to impose order and ensure its sovereignty following the tit-for-tat strikes by Iran and the
US on Iraqi territory. in the country, may cause further hostility between Baghdad and Washington.
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Political
US asks permission to install Patriot air defence missiles in Iraq
US Secretary of Defence, Mark Esper, stated that the US is asking for Iraq’s permission to install Patriot air defence
missiles in Iraq in order to defend US forces stationed there. This comes after several reports emerged last week
claiming that the US is readying itself to take this step following the Iranian missile attacks which targeted al-Assad
base on 8 January. While the Iraqi government announced on Thursday evening that it had resumed its joint IS
operations with the International Coalition, this latest US request is likely to be rejected due to the ongoing calls
for the removal of US forces from Iraq. Meanwhile, the US House of Representatives voted on Thursday night to
repeal the 2002 Authorisation for Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution, which was used by the Trump
administration to justify the killing of the IRGC Quds force commander Qasem Soleimani on Jan 03. According to
the chairman of the US House Foreign Affairs Committee, Eliot Engel, the House of Representative’s decision to
repeal this resolution is an attempt to curb Trump’s ability to strike back at Iran, saying “today there’s no blank
check for war”.
Al-Hakim calls on political parties to meet to resolve Iraq’s issues
Ammar al-Hakim, the leader of the National Wisdom Movement, called for all political parties to meet and resolve
the ongoing issues facing the country, stating that ongoing procrastination would only further harm the people of
Iraq. In a statement, Hakim said that Iraq is more than just the various political parties, and the interests of the
people are the interests of everyone. He further added that the preservation of the sovereignty and independence
of the Iraqi political process was something that all agree on, before adding that this was what Ayatollah Ali alSistani had called for.
US suspends all weapons deliveries to Iraq
Recent local and international media have indicated that the US have suspend all weapons deliveries to Iraq,
including supplies for the F-16 and its associated munitions. Deliveries will reportedly begin again when the
environment in Iraq is safe enough.
KRG PM meets with Iraqi Defence Minister for discussion over IS coordination
The Kurdistan Region’s Prime Minister, Masrour Barzani meet with Najah al-Shammari the federal Minster for
Defence in Erbil on Sunday (Jan 26). The agenda concentrated on the cooperation between Iraqi Security forces
and the Peshmerga in combating the resurgence of IS in the northern provinces. The discussion aimed at
addressing the current security situation in the disputed areas within the northern provinces, a belt of area running
from Nineveh province, through Kirkuk and into Diyala province. At present ownership of this area is claimed by
both Erbil and Baghdad and the dispute has been blamed on the current situation in which IS are currently enjoying
greater freedom of movement. A statement from Barzani’s office said, “ISIS terrorists have become a serious
threat to the residents of these areas and there must be increased coordination and cooperation between the Iraqi
army and the Peshmerga forces to deter ISIS threats in those areas jointly,” Both sides expressed their readiness
to work together in the disputed areas in an attempt to halt IS’s freedom.
Kurdistan Parliament enters recess period
The Kurdistan Parliament enters a period of recess over winter. The recess which is scheduled from the beginning
of February to the 1st of March was delayed due to the recent reform bill requiring a decision.

Humanitarian
Iraq to evacuate nationals from China's quarantined Wuhan
The Iraqi foreign ministry has provided a special jet equipped with medical staff to evacuate Iraqi nationals from
the quarantined Chinese city of Wuhan amid the spread of the deadly new coronavirus. The Iraq Airways jet will
transport Iraqi students and citizens living in Wuhan on a direct flight to the capital Baghdad, the ministry said in a
statement on Facebook on Jan 27. The ministry also asserted its continued coordination with Chinese officials to
ensure the safety of Iraqis living in China. According to the statement, the Iraqi foreign minister directed the
country's envoy to China to form and lead an emergency operation cell to follow up on the status of Iraqi
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nationals. The cell must provide a hotline number and electronic communication platforms to guarantee direct
contact with Iraqis living in China, the statement added. Arab countries have expressed alarm and concern over
the spread of the new coronavirus after the death toll in China hit 81 with almost 3,000 confirmed cases as of Jan
27. It was also announced on Jan 28 that all airports in Kurdistan have begun screening passengers for
Coronavirus. The Ministry of Health’s spokesperson, Mohammed Qader, confirmed the report to BasNews stating
“any passenger confirmed, or highly suspected of the coronavirus infection, would be returned to the country he
or she comes from,”. Medical teams have been deployed to Erbil and Sulaymaniyah airports and are present to
screen the arrival lines. Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) has also taken measures to check passengers
arriving from China to Iraq to guarantee that none of them is infected with the Coronavirus. The airport
management said in a statement on Jan 25, coordination is ongoing with the Ministries of Health and Environment
to prevent any viral infections. Meanwhile, the official Iraqi news agency reported on a health ministry statement
saying that all border crossings are monitored, and a ministry team is checking passengers aboard planes and
other means of transportation. The statement noted that if virus symptoms are traced, potential patients will be
moved to “special places for treating them.” Similar action also reported to have taken at Erbil International Airport
(EIA) and authorities at Basra International Airport (BSR) announced on Jan 31, that it will ban entry for Chinese
nationals and visitors from China from entering Iraq via BSR.
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT
Countrywide Military/Security Situation
Northern Provinces

The KR-I witnessed a quiet reporting period with few kinetic events. On Jan 28, the Erbil Police Directorate said
that two people shot at a traffic police officer in Erbil and were later arrested. The officer was reportedly not injured
during the incident. In a statement the Police Directorate said “In the bazaar in Erbil, two people parked a BMW
car on the sidewalk. After that, they argued with the traffic officer and fought with him and started shooting at him.”
The two suspects were arrested by police fifteen minutes later. According to the police, one of the suspects is the
son of a Peshmerga official, who arrived at the scene of the incident after his son was arrested. The official was
also subsequently arrested, though it was not immediately clear on what charges. Other reporting from Erbil stated
on Jan 27, dozens of farmers gathered outside the parliament of the Kurdish region of Iraq in Erbil city, to protest
the delayed payment of the wheat crop delivered to the federal government. A further demonstration took place
on Jan 29 by a number of people whose land was seized during the Kurdistan Region's civil war in the 1990s. The
protestors gathered in Erbil city in an attempt to pressure the municipality department to enforce a 2012 decision.
NRT Digital Media reporter in Erbil Herish Qadir said that the protesters are demanding that the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) either compensate them or return their land. A separate protest occurred by owners of private
electricity generators protested in Erbil city against a decision by the local government aimed at reducing noise
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pollution. Protesters said that the switch-over would saddle them with unnecessary costs. Erbil Governor Firsat
Sofi said on November 24 that owners of private generators in the city are required to install quieter models before
May 1 to cut down on the noise produced by their engines. On Jan 25 in the north east of Dahuk province, Turkish
airstrikes reportedly targeted PKK positions, killing two PKK militants. There was little reporting from Sulaymaniyah
in the past week, with one kinetic event and one protest being the only reporting of interest. On Jan 29, one person
was killed and a second wounded in an armed dispute between two families in the Bitwanah sub-district of Ranyah,
north west of Sulaymaniyah. On Jan 27, dozens of people protested in front of the municipal office in Sayed Sadiq
against a lack of services. Two protesters were wounded in a clash with the security forces in the city, located 45
km (28 miles) southeast of Sulaimaniyah and were taken to Shahid Shawkat hospital for treatment. The
demonstrators demanded an increase in the number of hours of public electricity and that the government
distribute kerosene for heating. The security forces also briefly arrested NRT Digital Media reporters Wrya Hama
Karim and Omar Fatah while they were covering the protest and seized their equipment. They were later released.
Nineveh Province has continued to see consistent kinetic events reported in the past week. On Jan 25, in alHadhar, south of Mosul, IS gunmen broke into the home of a Sunni tribesmen commander, killing him. In a separate
incident on the same day members of the PMF were targeted in an IED attack Hamam al-Alil wounding one of the
members. On Jan 28 two civilians, including a municipal employee, were wounded when a UVIED detonated
beneath their vehicle in the al-Rifa'I district in western Mosul city. Lastly, On Jan 29 a man was killed, and his three
children were wounded when a road-side IED detonated against his pickup truck near the village of Hammad in
al-Hadhar district, 90 km south of Mosul. Reporting from Sinjar also stated the body of a member of the Protection
Force of Ezidkhan (a Yazidi militia founded by Haydar Shesho in the summer of 2014) displaying gunshot wounds,
was found in the village of Dukri in Sinjar district, one day after he was reported missing. On Jan 31 five rockets,
likely 107mm Katyusha, were fired towards the Qayyarah Airfield in Mosul, which house both US and Iraqi forces.
There no reports of casualties or material damage.
The reporting period also saw a continuation of ISF/PMF operations targeting IS networks in the province. On Jan
24, An ISF operation in Hay al-Wahda found and cleared a cache consisting of six drones and hand grenades.
Whilst the ISF arrested one wanted individual at a checkpoint under Article IV, Terrorism. On Jan 25, an ISF
operation in Mosul found and cleared two IEDs. On Jan 28, an IS militant nicknamed as Abu Sidra was arrested
in an operation in the Tal Rumman area in western Mosul city. . On Jan 30, three IS safe houses containing five
local-made mortar rounds were destroyed during a search operation launched in the southern part of Ba'aj district,
desert area of al-Hadhar district, south of Tal Abtah and areas south of Mosul city. Further ISF operations during
the reporting period resulted in several IEDs being cleared and the arrest of multiple drug traffickers. Lastly the
UN reported that they had discovered two mass graves in the Agrutiya village, Hammam Al Alil.
There has been several kinetic events in Kirkuk province in the previous seven days. On Jan 25, in Qarghoul
village, Riyadh sub-district, an IED detonated on a federal police patrol, resulting in one FP killed and another four
wounded. Jan 27 saw to probable IS attacks against the ISF, firstly, a roadside IED detonated against a military
vehicle belonging to the 45th brigade, 11th Iraqi army infantry division in Daquq district, south of Kirkuk. Whilst,
clashes erupted between ISF and IS gunmen following an attack on Iraqi army security outposts in Daquq district,
south of Kirkuk . Lastly, on Jan 29, in Jarkoman Village of Makhmour, an IS sniper attack on an Iraqi army security
post resulted in one ISF member KIA.
The ISF have also continued anti-IS operations in Kirkuk over the previous reporting period. On Jan 23, an ISF
operation in Hawijah found and cleared a cache consisting of one 82mm mortar round, two 120mm mortar rounds,
five RPG7 rounds, one SPG9 rocket, and three IEDs. On Jan 24, an ISF operation in Daquq district found and
cleared three IEDs. On Jan 26, two terrorists were arrested in an intelligence-led operation in Kirkuk city. Lastly
on Jan 27, federal police seized a cache of munitions composed of two Katyusha rockets, one RPG-7 rocket and
two anti-tank rockets, in an operation in the Wadi Abu Shahma in Rashad sub-district of Hawijah.
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Salah al-Din province has experienced several IS-related events, predominantly against Sunni tribesmen and PMF
elements. On Jan 23, in Fat'ha, north east of Baiji, an IED detonated on a PMF logistic' vehicle, killing one PMF
member and wounding another two. Meanwhile, on the same day in Houriya village, Shirqat, north of Tikrit, IS
gunmen attacked a Sunni tribesmen post with SAF, killing three TMF members. On Jan 28, IS gunmen killed one
fisherman and wounded another in the Zlayah area, located on the left bank of the Tigris River in al-Dawr district.
ISF operations continued through Salah al-Din during the week, with several small caches being recovered and
ISF EOD clearing several IEDs. Lastly, on Jan 29 The PMUs, ISF and various clans held a security cooperation
and coordination meeting according to reporting. A statement by the PMF said "The meeting stressed the
importance of joint cooperation between the security services and citizens to preserve the security and safety of
everyone in the province and stressed the need to preserve the victory that was achieved on the criminal groups
of IS”.
Two IS sniper related incidents have been witnessed within Diyala province this week. On Jan 25, in al-Ghatoun
district in western Baqubah city, an IS sniper targeted a local Iraqi Police post, killing one officer and On Jan 29,
an ISF member was killed in an IS sniper attack in Buhriz sub-district, south of Baqubah. Further tactical event
reporting for the week showed a continued intent by IS elements to target the ISF and government institutions. On
Jan 23, in Shmisat village, Kan'an sub-district, east of Baqubah, an IED detonated outside the home of a
schoolteacher, causing material damage only. Meanwhile on Jan 24, in Al Neda, Balad Ruz, east of Baqubah, IS
gunmen shelled an IA post with mortars, with no further reporting on casualties or material damage sustained. on
Jan 25, in Albu Essa village, al-Adhaim sub-district, north of Baqubah, when an IED detonated near an Iraqi army
post, killing three IA soldiers. Lastly, on Jan 27 policeman was killed in an IED detonation near the village of alMukheisa in Abu Saida sub-district, north east of Baqubah.
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In Anbar province this week, unconfirmed reports suggested that a US military transport aircraft (C-27J Spartan)
crashed in Anbar province on Jan 29. Neither American nor Iraqi officials have confirmed the reports which remain
uncorroborated at this time. Separately, on Jan 23, PMF air defence assets reportedly fired on an unidentified
drone that was sighted IVO a PMF base in the Mazra’a area of Al-Qaim district. The incident was initially reported
by press as an attack on a Kataeb Hezbollah facility in the region, however this was denied by the PMF. On the
morning of Jan 29, on the Hit-Haditha main road, an IS sniper reportedly targeted an ISF post resulting in the
deaths of two Iraqi Army soldiers, and on the morning of Jan 29 in Ma’moura village, west of Hit city, multiple IS
sniper attacks targeted an ISF post with 3 x ISF KIA.
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City)

In the City this week, aside from the aforementioned protest action a number of SAF incidents have occurred
throughout the reporting period in various areas of Baghdad including Sadr City, Zafraniyah, New Baghdad, Shula
in Kadhamiya, and Rusafah district. Intimidation and kidnapping of activists has also continued during the reporting
period. On Jan 26, a female television presenter named Assal al-Qaisi working for the Iraq-based satellite
television channel - Hona Baghdad, reportedly survived an assassination attempt at an unspecified location in
Baghdad city. The incident is likely related to her participation in the ongoing anti-government mass protests at
Tahrir Square. In addition, belated reporting indicates that on Jan 24, an activist named Mohammed Ayad Adnan
was reportedly kidnapped at gunpoint shortly after leaving the Tahrir Square. It was also reported that gunmen in
Wathba Square shot and wounded three demonstrators on Jan 28 and unidentified gunmen in Khalani Square
shot and wounded one demonstrator on the same day. It was also reported that a university professor was killed
in a drive by shooting near his house in the al-Benouk neighbourhood in Shaab area.
Meanwhile, in the wider Baghdad belts, the security situation has remained relatively stable in comparison to recent
weeks. On Jan 25 in Zaidan area, Abu Ghraib, west of Baghdad, an IED detonated on an Iraqi army patrol killing
one soldier and injuring two more and on Jan 28, gunmen carrying suppressed weapons shot and killed a civilian
in the Madain district, south east of Baghdad. Finally, it was reported that a group of civilians in Yousifiya were
shot at by unidentified individuals, killing one and wounding another.
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Southern Provinces

Widespread demonstrations have continued in all southern provinces this week. In Wasit province, hundreds of
people demonstrated in Kut city, in solidarity with the ongoing anti-government mass protests and ISF forcibly
dispersed a gathering of protesters near the mayor's office in al-Hora district in Kut city, using tear gas canisters
and live ammunition. Two protesters were wounded. In addition, on the morning of Jan 28 in Kut city, protesters
gathered outside the Wasit Police headquarters, demanding the release of colleagues; ISF once again used live
ammunition disperse them, resulting in two people being wounded.
Meanwhile in Karbala, on Jan 26, unidentified gunmen riding in a Toyota GXR SUV, opened fire at protesters near
main sit-in site at the Tarbiyah Square in Karbala city, causing multiple casualties and on the afternoon of Jan 27,
13 people were wounded in clashes between protesters and ISF who used tear gas and live rounds in Karbala
city Temporary employees also gathered outside the main gate of the Karbala University, to demand permanent
employment and hundreds of high school and university students staged a protest in Karbala city, in solidarity with
the general strike and in support of the demands of demonstrators. In Najaf, protesters once again blocked alIskan street, the Najaf airport road and Kufa bridge in Najaf city with burning tyres and in Diwaniyah, protesters
maintained their closure of Highway 1 / Route Tampa, west of Diwaniyah. On Jan 27, a civilian was killed in a
SAF attack in the al-Zeitoun district in eastern Diwaniyah city and on the afternoon of the same day, hundreds of
protesters launched a rally from the Mustafa University, passing through the city centre to the main sit-in site IVO
al-Sa'a Square in central Diwaniyah city. The crowd called for the speedy ratification of the election law, the
selection of a new prime minister and early elections.
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In Dhi Qar province this week, protesters blocked the al-Hadhrat and Nasr bridges and the al-Bahu junction in
central Nasiriyah city with burning tyres and clashes broke out between ISF and protesters near the Fahad alShirshab bridge in Batha sub-district, west of Nasiriyah, as ISF attempted to remove a sit-in and barricades built
on Route Tampa south. Also, on Jan 26, a number of police vehicles were reportedly torched by protesters and
51 people were reportedly wounded by live ammunition fired by ISF as protesters surrounded the police
headquarters in Nasiriyah city. On the morning of Jan 27, two protesters were killed, and 18 others wounded on
Jan 26 when a group of unidentified gunmen opened fire at the main sit-in site in the al-Haboubi Square in central
Nasiriyah city and burned down the tents before fleeing and on the same day, a group of protesters reportedly set
fire to the Facilities Protection Service, MOI-Falcon Intelligence Cell office and the headquarters of the Iraqi
Communist Party in Nasiriyah city, causing material damage, in response to the recent ISF actions at the main sitin site IVO al-Haboubi Square. A group of protesters also reportedly set fire to an office belonging to Kataeb
Hezbollah in Nahr street area near the al-Haboubi Square in central Nasiriyah city and also set fire to the house
of the chairman of the security committee within Dhi Qar provincial council, Jabbar al-Moussawi, in Nasiriyah city.
Protests in Nasiriyah witnessed a marked decrease from Jan 29 with some outlets reporting that major streets and
bridges were reopened in Dhi Qar Province. This comes after reports stated that Iraqi President Barham Salih met
with a delegation of protesters and notables from Dhi Qar Province, where he stressed that the Iraqi Government
is heeding the protesters’ demands and that determining the date of the snap elections will be the priority of the
upcoming prime minister. According to the reports, the head of the delegation warned that if the Iraqi Government
continues to delay reform, all of Dhi Qar’s tribes will support future protester escalation attempts.
In Basra, protest action endures and reporting this week was dominated by small-scale actions in relation to
employment and reforms but masked by the wider issue of political corruption and government inaction. Despite
ISF action during the early hours of Jan 25 to remove protesters from the Navy Roundabout sit-in site, they were
quick to return when the ‘Shock Troops’ left – they maintain their peaceful action at the time of writing. However,
at a meeting held with IOCs midweek, the Zubayr Mayor threatened to urge demonstration committees to protest
against the Zubayr Oilfield if the operator failed to provide employment for the towns jobless. This is likely to gain
traction over the weekend. Protest action aside, incident numbers as a whole decreased this week, with the
background activity of tribal feuding, intimidatory IED emplacements and drug smuggling all recorded.
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ACRONYM LIST
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest
AKA - Also Known As
AO - Area of Operations
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED
AQ - Al-Qaeda
AT - Anti-Tank
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED
BBIED - Body Borne IED
Bde - Brigade
Bn - Battalion
BXP - Border Crossing Point
CET - Convoy Escort Team
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens
CoP - Chief of Police
CP - Check Point
C-PERS - Captured Personnel
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems)
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack
DBS - Drive by Shooting
Div - Division
DoD - Department of Defense
DoS - Department of State
DoS - US Department of State
ECP - Entry Control Point
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad)
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War
FoM - Freedom of Movement
GoI - Government of Iraq
HCN - Host Country National
HG - Hand Grenade
HME - Home Made Explosive
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun
HVT - High Value Target
IC - International Community
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars)
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission
IED - Improvised Explosive Device
IM - International Military
IOC - International Oil Company
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher
IS - Islamic State
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point
IVO - In Vicinity Of
IZ - International Zone
KIA - Killed in Action
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED)
MIA - Missing in Action
MoD - Ministry of Defense
MoF - Ministry of Finance
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education
MoI - Ministry of Interior
MoJ - Ministry of Justice
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MoO - Ministry of Oil
MoT - Ministry of Transportation
MSR - Main Supply Route
NFDK - No Further Details Known
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity)
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report
OCG - Organized Crime Group
OPF - Oil Protection Force
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN
Term)
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF)
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF)
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire
PSC - Private Security Company
PSD - Private Security Detail
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade
RTA - Road Traffic Accident
SAF - Small Arms Fire
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE
SF - Special Forces
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest
TCN - Third Country National
TCP - Traffic Control Point
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint
WIA - Wounded in Action
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GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and
our clients in their decision-making.
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily,
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for,
manage, and respond to risks.
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972)
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com

GARDAWORLD
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions.
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives,
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their
business.
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld

[19]
garda.com

Iraq
GardaWorld Baghdad HQ
House 10, Street 8
Area 226, International Zone
Baghdad, Iraq
Middle East
International Protective Services Headquarters
Office 2502, Tower 2, Currency House
DIFC, PO Box 482069
Dubai, United Arab Emirates
United States
1760 Old Meadow Road
Suite 400
McLean, VA, 22102
United States
UK
2, London Bridge
London
SE1 9RA
Europe
39 rue des Deux Eglises
1000 Brussels
Belgium

garda.com

