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OUTLOOK
Short term outlook
▪

Despite a current, albeit short lull, in activity between US and Iranian interests in recent reporting, it is almost
certain that tensions will remain elevated for the foreseeable future. A period of friction between US and Iran
culminated in a US led strike on Qassem Soleimani, the Commander of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps (IRGC) Quds Force and Deputy Commander of the Popular Mobilisation Units (PMU), Abu Mahdi alMuhandis, who was also the leader of Kata’ib Hezbollah IVO Baghdad International Airport on Jan 03. Likely
inhibited by the threat of swift retribution from the US it is unlikely that Iran will conduct direct strikes on US
assets in Iraq due to the significance of the attack on Soleimani and al-Muhandis. However, it is probable that
Iran will continue to use its proxy-militias in Iraq to launch periodic IDF and asymmetric attacks against US and
western interests in Iraq and the wider Middle East, thereby affording Tehran a degree of non-culpability should
a successful attack by the militias be forthcoming. Furthermore, it is a realistic possibility that rogue factions of
the militia will act of their own volition to carry out attacks, genuinely independent of their official chain of
command. The threat to US and western assets inside Iraq from Iranian sponsored Shia militia groups therefore
remains heightened in the short to medium term.

▪

Fatal demonstrations that occurred throughout the country since protests started on 01 October 2019 have to
date left 536 people dead and 23,545 civilians injured. Following the resignation of PM Mahdi, there was a twomonth process for the nomination of a new candidate and on Feb 01, President Barham Salih named
Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi as the country's new Prime Minister. While generally well received among political
parties, the Dawa Party rejected his premiership stating that he would not have unanimous support- he is
therefore considered a compromise candidate nominated in a bid to appease time pressures. Protesters
gathered in Baghdad's Tahrir Square and across cities in the south to reject the appointment as Allawi is
perceived by some to be a part of the ruling elite which protesters have rejected en-masse in previous months.
Crowds in Tahrir Square in Baghdad chanted “we reject Allawi” and held posters of his face with a red cross
through it. Should Allawi form a new government within 30 days it is probable that he will only hold the post
until early elections can be held. The designation of Prime Minister Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi is unlikely to
result in a significant decrease in protests activity in the immediate term. Contrarily, it is a realistic possibility
that there will be a temporary spike in protests against his nomination- as reported in Nasiriyah and Baghdadbased on claims by protesters of a lack of true reform. As anti-establishment protests persist demonstrators
have continued to become involved in violent clashes anger appears focused not only on the government but
also the various militias. It’s highly likely that there will be intermittent flare ups of violence from militia groups
as they attempt to assert dominance over the protest movement and crack down on potential escalatory
behaviour resorting to use of force.

▪

Although defeated militarily, IS continues to pose a serious and long-term security threat in Iraq, especially in
the northern provinces and Anbar, where high levels of asymmetric activity continue. The US led coalition’s
recent announcement to pause IS operations and the tactical change in focus for Iranian aligned PMUs has
resulted in an increase in IS reporting in northern Iraq throughout January. It is probable that the reduction in
coalition ISR assets targeting IS cells has emboldened IS tactical commanders to consolidate territory and
attempt to expand resupply routes and recruitment. The Iraqi government’s inability to function continues to
have a detrimental impact on ISF operations enabling further PMU autonomy, exacerbating the marginalization
of the Sunni population. The result of this will likely see IS increase the sophistication of their attacks. There
remains an enduring, through managed, threat by IS in Baghdad, highlighted by three insurgent attributed
attacks in the capital in May, July, and November 2019. These attacks illustrate intent to maintain and escalate
operations. That said, activity has overall tended to be based in Baghdad Province as the situation in the City
has remained relatively stable in recent reporting.
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Medium to long term outlook
▪

Despite ongoing counter insurgency operations, sectarian violence can be expected to continue in rural areas
of Northern Iraq which remain permissive to IS operations, including Nineveh, Salah al-Din, Diyala and
southwestern Kirkuk. Attacks will continue to target security checkpoints and outpost, especially in Sunni
dominated areas controlled by Shia dominated security forces.

▪ Islamic State activity will continue to dominate security reporting with a focus on the potential resurgence of an
insurgent campaign in northern and western Iraq. Despite ongoing ISF efforts to clear remaining IS pockets,
the group retains a degree of freedom of movement in the desert regions of Anbar, near the Syrian border, and
along the Hamrin Mountains.
▪ Iraq still faces enormous hurdles with parts of the country still in ruins and 1.8 million of its residents internally
displaced. While economic growth is estimated at 2.6 percent, parts of the capital still has only four to six hours
of electricity a day. More significantly, the expansion of militias across the country poses a threat. Shiite militias,
feeling they deserve credit for “defeating” IS, are loath to leave Sunni and Yezidi areas and their presence fuels
resentment with Kurdish, Sunni and Yezidi civilians. Despite talks of reintegrating them into the Iraqi army in
pursuit of legitimacy this will likely be rebuffed by militia leaders and threatens years of effort to depoliticize the
military. Despite protests calling for reform and a more nationalist government Iran has an inordinate amount
of influence over the political and security landscape by funding militias and political groups. This is a significant
destabilizing factor and a path to further internal conflict in the country, as Sunni and Kurdish minorities are
highly unlikely to rally around a united Iraq if Iran perceived as a key influencer.
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SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
Allawi discusses new cabinet with ministers
Several members of parliament revealed on Tuesday that a delegation of MPs met with Prime Minister designate
Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi, where they discussed Allawi’s government programme and cabinet selections.
According to MP Aboud al-Issawi, the delegation told Allawi that the political blocs had given him the full freedom
to select his cabinet members, as long as they are chosen according to their experience and their engagement
with independent and nonpartisan individuals. Al-Issawi stated that Allawi pledged that he would establish offices
that represent him across the country to monitor and observe the work of the provincial governments and
coordinate with protesters, academics and tribal figures.

Violence against Peace Brigade Leaders threatens national stability
News of the assassination of Sheikh Hazim al-Hilfi, a leading member of Saraya al-Salam, in Basra was spread
via social media and follows reports of unidentified gunmen shooting at another Saraya al-Salam leader, Abu
Muqtada al-Zaraji, in Maysan Province on Feb 04. The perpetrators of the attacks remain unidentified and at large.
It addition to these assassinations, Allawi condemned the incidents that have been taking place over the past two
days against protesters and said that this is a very dangerous indicator of what is happening and what could
happen. He went on to state that the situation is no longer acceptable and that the peaceful protesters must be
protected from further crackdowns. Alluding to threats of stepping down, Allawi said that if the situation continues
to escalate, he will be forced to reject the Prime Minister designation because he accepted the position in order to
heal the wounds that have been made in the past. He also revealed that his priority lays with conducting a serious
investigation regarding the violations and promised that he would hold everyone behind the violence accountable
no matter their affiliation.
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OVERVIEW
Situation update
The overall security situation in Baghdad has continued with relative stability this week in comparison to recent
reporting. Tensions between Washington and Tehran are considered to have plateaued and as such there have
been no reports of IDF in the reporting period.
On Saturday 01 February, President Barham Salah named Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi as Iraq's new Prime Minister
as a successor to PM Adil Abdul Mehdi. Allawi was then authorised 30 days to form a government. His designation
was met generally favourably among Iraqi political personalities. In particular, Muqtada al-Sadr has given his
support to Allawi’s appointment, saying he had been “chosen by the people” and that this was a “good step” for
Iraq. The Fatah alliance has also supported the nomination. The Dawa party however rejected Allawi’s nomination
stating that a candidate chosen at this stage would not have unanimous support. Indeed, demonstrators gathered
that day in Tahrir Square to voice their disapproval and chanted “we reject Allawi”.
Demonstrations are an enduring presence throughout Iraq with Baghdad and southern provinces as hot spots for
violence. The most significant violence during the week however was recorded in Najaf where clashes on the
evening of Feb 05 resulted in the deaths of an estimated eight civilians and injury to 20 others following attempts
by Sadr’s ‘Blue Hats’ to implement a crackdown on the protests. This led to similar violence the following evening
in Al-Ahrar Square, Karbala whereby one individual was reportedly killed and eight were injured.
Allawi is considered a compromise candidate in a bid by Salah to meet time pressures however this is highly
unlikely to appease protesters demands. Allawi initially pledged support to ongoing activism but rescinded this
support shortly after and urged demonstrators to stop “in order to prevent the country from being dragged into the
abyss” in a social media post on Feb 03. Although the ensuing violence in Najaf and Karbala is considered to
support Allawi’s insinuation that demonstrations threaten negative results for the country, as an individual lacking
popular support, it is highly unlikely that his calls to end the activism will echo among protesters. Demonstrators in
Nasiriyah have already threatened to escalate protest activity to show their disapproval putting significant pressure
on the delegate to demonstrate reform. Pertinently, while Allawi generally holds political support, given the political
machinations at play within the GoI the formation of a cabinet will highly likely prove difficult to achieve within the
allocated 30 day period. Missing this key deadline will almost certainly undermine any grasp at support he has
among citizens. Sadr has similarly failed to maintain a narrative regarding his position on the protests leading to
speculations that he is using the movement in pursuit of personal gain. This, in addition to violence carried out by
Sadr’s ‘Blue Hats’ will likely prove damaging for his support base as he is viewed as unreliable and indecisive.
Furthermore, as Sadr has vocally supported Allawi, his current negative image and disfavour among individuals
who previously supported him threatens to reflect poorly on the PM by association. Allawi is under considerable
pressure to implement ‘change’ requiring careful political negotiation and activist management. Regardless of the
outcome, demonstrations will almost certainly continue at a similar pace with sporadic flare ups of violence, most
likely in response to political announcements and the presence of militias attempting to ‘crackdown’ on protesters.
As at Monday 03 February, Ali al-Bayati, a member of the Iraqi High Commission for Human Rights (IHCHR),
estimated as many as 536 deaths in total since protests started on 01 October 2019 with 17 of the deaths attributed
to ISF members. Furthermore, Bayati reports 23,545 people have been injured, including 3519 security forces
personnel, and a further 2713 had been detained by security forces. Of this number 328 remain in detention.
Responding to the protest-related violence, in his sermon on Friday 31 January, Iraq’s leading Shia cleric Grand
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani condemned the use of force to disperse protest camps. Given Sistani’s comment
condemning the forceful removal of demonstrators, events in Najaf and Karbala threaten to act as justification for
activists to protect themselves against security forces they deem as using excessive force.
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Political
Iran congratulates new Iraqi PM designate
Iran's Foreign Ministry has issued a statement on its website congratulating Iraq's newly designated prime minister,
Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi. The ministry's spokesman, Abbas Mousavi, was quoted as saying that Iran "welcomed"
Allawi's appointment. He added that Iran would "continue its support for independence, national sovereignty,
territorial integrity and the strengthening of democratic foundations in Iraq." Mousavi noted that Iran would
continue to back "the legitimate demand of the nation and government of Iraq for the departure of American forces
from its territory". The spokesman wished Allawi "success" in "creating a stable Iraq" and stressed that Iran was
prepared to "put all of its capabilities at the disposal of the people and government of Iraq".
Allawi is a Shia politician who started his political career by joining the Islamic Dawa Party in 1980 but had to quit
the party due to internal divisions. He is known for his secular orientation based on the belief in the separation of
religion and state. After leaving Iraq in 1977, he completed his studies at the faculty of engineering at the American
University in Beirut. Allawi had spent his self-imposed exile living in Lebanon and the UK. Although he has British
citizenship, he vowed to renounce it if this was the demand of the people. He won a seat in the 2005 parliamentary
election on the list of liberal politician Ayad Allawi. He resigned from parliament in mid-2006 to hold the post of
minister of communications in the cabinet of Nouri al-Maliki. He served as minister of communication in Maliki's
second cabinet in 2010 but had to resign two years later due to disagreement with the prime minister.
Al-Fatah alliance MP, Mukhtar al-Mousawi told the Iraqi Al-Mada website on Feb 01 that "Shia blocs have set two
conditions to approve the assigning of Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi to head the interim government; first to agree to
remove US forces from Iraqi territories; second to put into effect the agreement with the Chinese side [stipulating
Chinese investments and loans in exchange for Iraqi oil]. Allawi accepted those two conditions," Anti-government
protestors in Tahrir Square issued a statement saying “The oppressive political authority insists on dragging the
country to the unknown ... The selection of controversial candidate Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi is a new stain ...
[and represents] disregard for our demands. We do not accept a candidate imposed from outside Iraq and we will
not support any government formed against the will of the Iraqi people,"
Allawi discusses new cabinet with ministers
Several members of parliament revealed on Tuesday that a delegation of MPs met with Prime Minister designate
Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi, where they discussed Allawi’s government programme and cabinet selections.
According to MP Aboud al-Issawi, the delegation told Allawi that the political blocs had given him the full freedom
to select his cabinet members, as long as they are chosen according to their experience and their engagement
with independent and nonpartisan individuals. Al-Issawi stated that Allawi pledged that he would establish offices
that represent him across the country to monitor and observe the work of the provincial governments and
coordinate with protesters, academics and tribal figures.
KRG PM Masrour Barzani unsure Allawi appointment will result in change
Kurdistan Region PM Masrour Barzani has stated in an interview with France 24 that federal Iraq’s current “political
mess” is a result of “bad governance” for the past sixteen years and that the KRG fully support the legitimate
demands of the popular protest movement. In the interview PM Barzani said that outgoing Iraqi PM Adil Abdul
Mahdi did not receive the support he needed, and he alone was not responsible for the country’s problems. On
the topic of the PM-elect, Mohammed Allawi, PM Barzani hoped that he would of have the support of the rival
factions, but that replacing the PM and announcing early elections would not address the core issues of forming
an inclusive government. PM Barzani also reiterated that enduring US military support in Iraq is crucial in ensuring
there is not a military resurgence of IS. He also claimed that IS has more militants currently, than it did in 2013,
and that the root causes that led to the rise of IS remain unresolved.
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New PM urges protesters to stop 'dragging Iraq into abyss'
Iraqi Prime Minister-designate Mohammed Tawfik Allawi has urged protesters to end their differences in order to
prevent the country from being dragged into the abyss. “I appeal to all the dear demonstrators to end their
differences and conflicts and to not allow corrupt people to turn the clock back… Otherwise, we will lose the great
achievements that have been accomplished and we will drag our country into the abyss,” Allawi said on Facebook
on Feb 03. Allawi said he considers himself “a true representative of the peaceful protesters”, adding that “170
independent members of the parliament selected five nominees for the prime minister’s post who had their names
and photos circulated in the squares [where protests are taking place]”. “What the corrupt people are really scared
of are ideas about ending the political quota system, which will end their hopes of the continuation of corruption
and thievery,” Allawi added. Meanwhile, outgoing Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi has stressed his support
for Allawi and his cabinet. “During their meeting, Abdul Mahdi stressed that he would fully cooperate with Allawi
to guarantee a smooth transition of power in accordance with constitutional mechanisms,” the website of the prime
minister’s office reported on Feb 03. “Abdul Mahdi said that, from now on, he would not make any strategic
decision or hold meetings with foreign leaders that may affect the decisions, policies or the work of the new
government,” the website added. The outgoing prime minister said that the hand over to the new cabinet will start
once Allawi announces the formation of his government.

Security
Iraq, US discuss potential withdrawal of foreign troops
Iraqi President Barham Saleh and US Central Command chief Kenneth F. McKenzie Jr. have met in Baghdad,
where they discussed an Iraqi parliament decision to end the presence of foreign forces in the country. Saleh told
McKenzie that Iraq “would not be an arena for international conflict and rivalry”, during their meeting on Feb 04.
Saleh underlined “the importance of respecting the sovereignty of Iraq and protecting its security and
stability". McKenzie also discussed with outgoing Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi cooperation between
their countries and counter-terrorism efforts.
IS attack on Makhmour refugee camp
Local media reporting states on Feb 02 an IS militant cell attacked in vicinity of the Makhmour Refugee Camp.
Badran Khalid, co-chair of the Municipality of the camp stated that “Clashes between our camp guards and the
attacking militants took place at close range, resulting in the martyrdom of a guard and two others.” Khalid went
on to say that this is the second attack by IS militants on the camp in past week, with the first attack not reporting
any casualties. Unconfirmed reports indicated the IS militants were pursued into the outskirts of the Mount
Qarachogh region, with two IS members being killed.
Violence against Peace Brigade Leaders threatens national stability
News of the assassination of Sheikh Hazim al-Hilfi, a leading member of Saraya al-Salam, in Basra was spread
via social media and follows reports of unidentified gunmen shooting at another Saraya al-Salam leader, Abu
Muqtada al-Zaraji, in Maysan Province on Feb 04. The perpetrators of the attacks remain unidentified and at large.
In addition to these assassinations, Allawi condemned the incidents that have been taking place over the past two
days against protesters and said that this is a very dangerous indicator of what is happening and what could
happen. He went on to state that the situation is no longer acceptable and that the peaceful protesters must be
protected from further crackdowns. Alluding to threats of stepping down, Allawi said that if the situation continues
to escalate, he will be forced to reject the Prime Minister designation because he accepted the position in order to
heal the wounds that have been made in the past. He also revealed that his priority lays with conducting a serious
investigation regarding the violations and promised that he would hold everyone behind the violence accountable
no matter their affiliation.
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Economy
Gas Disruptions Continue Throughout Kurdistan
Local media are reporting two separate incidents in KR-I overnight that are likely to continue the current shortage
of natural gas through the region. The Sor Gas Company stated to NRT Media that two of its gas tankers were
shot at in Dukan, with both vehicles receiving material damage. This is the second time this week gas vehicles
have reportedly been targeted, with the vehicles rendered unable to complete their deliveries. Separately, the KRI Electricity Control Director, Omed Muhammed, told local media that electricity production will be temporarily
reduced because of a fire at the Khor Mor gas processing plant. Muhammed further added that the fire destroyed
170 cubic metres of gas that would have been supplied to powerplants. The cause of the fire remains unidentified
at the time of reporting.
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WEEKLY OPERATIONAL ASSESSMENT
Countrywide Military/Security Situation
Northern Provinces

The continuation of growing tensions around natural gas in Sulaimaniyah has resulted in three kinetic events this
week. On Feb 02, unidentified gunmen in the Chamchamal district in Sulaymaniyah kidnapped a contractor
transporting domestic-use gas to the Kurdistan. In a similar incident, the owner of a company providing gas
products to Erbil was reportedly tortured by unidentified armed men in a bid to prevent commercial operations
between the company to Erbil. Recently, Erbil has witnessed scarcity in availability of domestic gas availability
with the cost of a cylinder more than doubling recently. On Feb 05, Sor Gas Company reported that two of its gas
tankers were shot in Dukan by unidentified gunmen, each suffering some damage. Lastly, on Feb 06 three truck
drivers were reportedly abducted in Chamchamal city, west of Sulaimaniyah. Unidentified gunmen kidnapped the
three drivers, their trucks remained in situ. Other reporting from Sulaimaniyah this week were assessed as criminal
incidents. . This includes a murder/suicide on Feb 02, whereby a man killed his wife, mother-in-law and then
himself in Farman Baran, Sulaymaniyah city. On Feb 04 dozens of people demonstrated in the Arbat sub-district,
south Sulaymaniyah, over a lack of services. Route Santa Fe / Highway 4 temporary closed as a result of the
demonstration.
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IS related reporting continued in Nineveh against ISF and PMF forces. On the evening of Feb 01, one PMF member
was killed, and two others arrested while repelling an IS SAF attack at a CP at the main entry of Ba'aj. On Feb 03
in Abu Jared village, al-Hadhar, south west of Mosul, IS gunmen attacked a PMF patrol killing four PMF fighters
and wounding one other. On the morning of Feb 05, ISF security escort of the seventh seismic team within the
state owned oil exploration company clashed with IS militants in the gravel quarries area of Nineveh province
however there were no reported casualties. The same day, PMF 44th Bde (Ansar Al-Marja'iya Brigade) thwarted
an IS infiltration attempt into al-Hadhar district, south of Mosul. Two explosive-rigged vehicles were destroyed as
they attempted to break through a security trench with UN reporting the use of mortar fire, SAF, and RPGs which
resulted in the death of seven PMF fighters and injury of 15. ISF and PMF operations this week have targeted IS
cells in Mosul city and its surrounds resulting in multiple arrests under Article IV terrorism charges and cache finds
containing rudimentary IEDs, small arms and ammunition. Indeed, two operations on Feb 04 on the eastern side
of Mosul resulted in the arrest of seven IS militants. Notably, there was a protest held in Shurah, south of Mosul
on Feb 06 demanding the replacement of 30th Bde Shabak PMF troops with ISF in a clear demonstration of
tensions between the local population and Shia militias in the area.
There has been several IS related kinetic events in Kirkuk province in the previous seven days. On Feb 03 in Zenji
village, Hawija, two IEDs detonated against a Sunni tribesman dismounted patrol killing two tribesmen and
wounding five others. Additionally, on the evening of Feb 04 in Makhmour, clashes broke out between IS gunmen
and PKK fighter which killed one PKK member and wounded two. Additionally, on Feb 05 in Malha village, Dibis,
north west of Kirkuk, an IED detonated on a federal police vehicle resulting killing three policemen. On Feb 03 the
PMF 16th Bde (Shia Turkmen militia) cleared 100 IEDs planted by IS militants on the main roads in southwestern
Kirkuk province as part of ongoing counter insurgency measures. Finally, on Feb 05 university students and
graduates protested in Kirkuk against the local education directorate's decision to scrap its recently issued plans
to hire more than 2,000 people due to complaints the ethnic Kurds were not appropriate considered in the
recruitment quotes.
Salah al-Din has seen a continuation of localised IS cells conducting attacks against the PMF and ISF. On Feb 03
in Allas Oilfield, east of Tikrit, IS gunmen attacked a PMF post with SAF resulting in the death of three PMF
members. With similar attacks in Samarra on Feb 04 and Naima, Tikrit on Feb 05. Conversely there has been
several ISF and PMF operations targeting IS cells in Salah al-Din. These have resulted in the deaths of several IS
fighters and announced clearances of cache locations. On Jan 30, mortar assets of the PMF 313 and 314 Bdes
(Sadrist militia - Peace brigades) targeted an ISIS mortar position in Hawija Jaloub area, north of Samarra, resulting
in a number of IS militants being killed. To support counter insurgency operations, ISF set up several observation
points on the main road that links the Alas and Ajeel oil fields in Salah al-Din province on Feb 03. Pertinently, a
prominent IS commander named as Abu al-Harith was arrested by Kurdish security in the Nawjul sub-district, east
of Tuz Khurmatu.
There were several kinetic events by IS targeting both security forces and civilians this week in Diyala. On Jan 31
IS gunmen reportedly slaughtered a member of the Kurdistan Democratic Party KDP, Jassim Mohammed Noori,
at an unspecified location in north eastern Diyala province, the incident was claimed by IS-affiliated accounts on
Twitter IS. The same day IS claimed it had executed the seven alleged PMF members who were kidnapped at a
fake security checkpoint between Qara Tapa and Jebara sub-districts in Khanaqin on Jan 30. On evening of Feb
01, suspected IS gunmen abducted two Kurdish brothers at an unspecified location on the main road between Kifri
and Zenana in Tuz Khurmatu district near the provincial boundaries of Sulaimaniyah. Two incidents occurred on
Feb 05, whereby an IS SAF attack resulted in the death of a PMF 53rd Bde (Badr) commander at a security outpost
in Mutaibijah, near the provincial boundaries between Salah al-Din and Diyala and an IED attack at an IP CP in
Huwaider west of Baqubah. The latter incident killed a policeman and killed two others. On Feb 06, militants
conducted a SAF attack on a village IVO Khanaqin. Local media sources report that two civilians were killed and
two were wounded in the attack. There were also counter insurgency clearance operations resulting in the arrest
of two insurgents on Feb 03 and destruction of five hideouts containing one IED, one explosive vest, medical
supplies and communications devices in the Saadiyah sub-district, Khanaqin. On Feb 04, following a subsequent
confession, the Iraqi Army's helicopter gunships targeted five IS hideouts IVO Lake Hamrin, Hamrin Mountains
and village of Khailaniyah in Muqdadiyah district, north east of Baqubah, killing two militants.
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Anbar Province

In Anbar, hostile incident reporting was largely targeted towards security forces in a continuation of typical trends.
Indeed, on Feb 04 IS gunmen attacked two security outposts in Qaim belonging to the PMF 18th Bde (Saraya al
Khorasani) with machine guns and mortars. While there were no reported casualties, this is the second attack of
its type within a week period. There was also belated recording of an SVEST find in Qala on Jan 29 and four
effective explosive attacks. Two incidents in Rutbah and one in Kilo-90 were recorded as roadside IEDs which
deliberately targeted ISF patrols. SAF reporting was clustered IVO Qaim and again targeted ISF.
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Capital Region (Including Baghdad City)

There was a considerable uptick in explosive activity in Baghdad this week with five IEDs reported towards the
east of the city. Notably was an IED attack in Bab al-Sharqi on Feb 01 which resulted in injury to eight civilians
taking part in protests nearby. There were also several grenade attacks targeting personal residencies. As
typical for Baghdad SAF reporting comprised most incidents. This includes a direct SAF attack against
demonstrators in Khalani Square on Feb 01 and a similar incident in Wathba square on Feb 03 wounding seven
civilians. Other SAF incidents were attributed to low level criminality and escalatory disputes as recorded on
Shaab between unidentified groups on Feb 02. Additionally, a female protester and medic was beaten to death
by militants IVO Ahrar Bridge, Rusafa on Feb 02.

In the peripheral Baghdad Province, reporting endured at expected levels this week. Notably was an IED attack
against an Iraqi Army patrol in Al Khan Mashahada on Feb 03 which killed one and injured two other soldiers.
Similarly, a coordinated IED attack comprised of two explosives on Feb 04 in Abu Ghraib targeted an IA patrol
and injured three soldiers. There were sporadic SAF reports throughout the province including an IS sniper
incident on Feb 05 which targeted an IA CP in Tarmiya which killed an IA soldier.

Confidential and proprietary © GardaWorld

[14]
garda.com

Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report
08 Feb 2020
Southern Provinces

Anti-establishment demonstrations continued throughout the week and were well attended in the southern
provinces. These have resulted in flare ups of violence in various areas and militia groups attempt to control protest
activity. On Feb 06, Sadrist group, ‘Blue Hats’ clashed with demonstrators in Al-Ahrar Square, Karbala resulting in
the death of a protesters and injury to eight others. A demonstrator was also abducted in Karbala City on Feb 04
en-route home from a protest, the victim remained missing at the time of reporting. Clashes at a demonstration in
Najaf on Feb 05 sparked international condemnation after it was announced that eight people had died and as
many as 20 were injured by members of the ‘Blue Hats’ cracking down on activism. Other demonstrations were
recorded in Najaf city throughout the reporting period however these remined peaceful. The body of a kidnapped
taxi driver was discovered on Al-Hurriyah on Feb 01. Additionally, there were also two SAF reports, one on Feb
03 wounded a civilian in Kufa.
Incident reporting in Babil focused on demonstrations in Hillah, a protest on Feb 03 resulted in the use of SAF by
Sadrist ‘Blue Hats’ similar to reports in nearby Najaf and Karbala. There was one belated report of an IED
detonation in Jurf al-Sakhr on Jan 31 while a PMF EOD team were attempting to clear the device.
In Diwaniyah, demonstrations were centred in Diwaniyah City with the exception of one on Feb 05 whereby
graduates staged a sit-in at the Shinafiyah oil refinery, demanding job opportunities. The others, in the city were
to show citizen’s disapproval of Mohammed Tawfiq Allawi as Prime Minster designate. Additionally, there were
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reportedly 40 petrol bombs found in a park reportedly intended for use against teaching institutes. These
rudimentary explosives have commonly been used during protest activity to set buildings ablaze.
On the evening of Feb 01 in Nasiriya city, protesters set fire to the Badr organization office building and the
following day activists burnt tyres, blocking Nasr and Al-Hadharat bridges and the al-Bahu junction in Nasiriyah
city. There were intermittent closures of the bridge on Feb 05 and 06 as protesters gather and disperse in response
to the presence of security forces. Additionally, there were three explosive incidents clustered IVO Haboubi
Square, Nasiriyah on Feb 03 and 04. On Feb 03 a sound bomb emplaced inside a vehicle detonated IVO alHadharat bridge in Nasiriyah city, resulting in three people being wounded and resulted in the dispersal of some
protesters- likely the intended result. The following evening a stun grenade was thrown at a protest tent injuring
an attendee. Other explosive incidents targeted personal residencies in Rifai and al-Fuhud. Also in Nasiriyah, two
unidentified gunmen on a motorcycle opened fire on the guest house of the Dhi Qar chief of police brigadier general
Nasser al-Asadi in the al-Zeitoun district in central Nasiriyah city. There were no reports of casualties in relation to
the incident.
Although hostile incident reporting in Maysan remained subdued On Feb 04, a commander of the Peace Brigades
(Sadrist Militia - Saraya al-Salam) named as Abu Muqtada al-Zarqawi, was seriously wounded in a SAF attack in
the Abu Rummanah area in Amarah city when unidentified gunmen opened fire on him near his house before
fleeing. The remainder of reporting was protest related, despite the deployment of armed Sadrist members in
Amarah City on Feb 03 there were no reports of violence.
Basra was dominated by SAF reporting with the report of an attack on Peace Brigades commander (Sadrist Militia)
named as Hazim al-Hilfi as a prominent feature. Hilfi was killed in a SAF attack in Basra IVO Mohammed al-Qassim
Bridge on Feb 0 and follows a similar attack just two days before on a commander in Maysan. Tribal fighting also
contributed to reporting, and on 06 Feb, tribal fighting broke out between clans and militia elements in the Five
Mile area of central Basra where it was reported that light and medium calibre weapons were used. Shortly after,
two tribes entered into an exchange of gunfire in al-Huta on the banks of the Shatt al-Arab north of the city – two
casualties were recorded in the latter clash. Two kidnap incidents were recorded, however these targeted young
Basrawi nationals who were returned to their families shortly after their abduction. As expected, there were also
continued demonstrations throughout Basra, although the main concentration of activism was recorded at the main
sit-in location at Navy Roundabout, Maqal employment related protests were recorded IVO ECP 1 in northern
Basra on Feb 02 and 03 as well as at the al-Faw crude oil storage tank resulting in road closures to both facilities.
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ACRONYM LIST
AII - Area of Intelligence Interest
AKA - Also Known As
AO - Area of Operations
APC - Armored Personnel Carrier
APIED - Anti-Personnel IED
AQ - Al-Qaeda
AT - Anti-Tank
ATGW - Anti Tank Guided Weapon
AVIED - Anti-Vehicle IED
BBIED - Body Borne IED
Bde - Brigade
Bn - Battalion
BXP - Border Crossing Point
CET - Convoy Escort Team
CLC - Concerned Local Citizens
CoP - Chief of Police
CP - Check Point
C-PERS - Captured Personnel
CPX - Complex Attack (attack using multiple weapon systems)
CQA - Close Quarter Assassination/Attack
DBS - Drive by Shooting
Div - Division
DoD - Department of Defense
DoS - Department of State
DoS - US Department of State
ECP - Entry Control Point
EFP - Explosively Formed Projectile
EOD - Explosive Ordinance Disposal (Bomb Squad)
ERW - Explosive Remnants of War
FoM - Freedom of Movement
GoI - Government of Iraq
HCN - Host Country National
HG - Hand Grenade
HME - Home Made Explosive
HMG - Heavy Machine Gun
HVT - High Value Target
IC - International Community
IDF - Indirect Fire (i.e.: rockets, mortars)
IDP - Internally Displaced Persons
IEC - Independent Electoral Commission
IED - Improvised Explosive Device
IM - International Military
IOC - International Oil Company
IRAM - Improvised Rocket Assisted Mortar
IRL - Improvised Rocket Launcher
IS - Islamic State
IVCP - Illegal Vehicle Check Point
IVO - In Vicinity Of
IZ - International Zone
KIA - Killed in Action
LN - Local National/Iraqi Civilian
MAIED - Magnetically attached IED (aka UVIED)
MIA - Missing in Action
MoD - Ministry of Defense
MoF - Ministry of Finance
MoFA - Ministry of Foreign Affairs
MoHE - Ministry of Higher Education
MoI - Ministry of Interior
MoJ - Ministry of Justice
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MoO - Ministry of Oil
MoT - Ministry of Transportation
MSR - Main Supply Route
NFDK - No Further Details Known
NGO - Non-Governmental Organization (aid/charity)
NSTR - Nothing Significant To Report
OCG - Organized Crime Group
OPF - Oil Protection Force
PAX - Person, Persons or Passenger
PBIED - Person-Borne Improvised Explosive Device (UN
Term)
PMF – Popular Mobilisation Forces
PoI - Point of Impact (for IDF)
PoO - Point of Origin (for IDF)
PSAF - Precision Small Arms Fire
PSC - Private Security Company
PSD - Private Security Detail
RCIED - Remote-Controlled IED
RPG - Rocket Propelled Grenade
RTA - Road Traffic Accident
SAF - Small Arms Fire
SAFIRE - Surface to Air FIRE
SF - Special Forces
SVBIED - Suicide Vehicle Borne IED
SVEST - Suicide Explosive Worn Vest
TCN - Third Country National
TCP - Traffic Control Point
Technical - An improvised weapon-mounted pick-up truck
TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Practices
UVIED - Under Vehicle IED
UXO - Unexploded Ordnance
VBIED - Vehicle Borne IED
VCP - Vehicle Checkpoint
WIA - Wounded in Action

[17]
garda.com

Weekly Iraq .Xplored Report
08 Feb 2020

GARDAWORLD INFORMATION SERVICES
From our management offices and field offices in strategic locations our constant monitoring of the high-risk
environments in which we work is conveyed through our range of .Xplored™ risk analysis reports. The reports
contain detailed updates, delivering current and relevant ground-truth information to assist both our personnel and
our clients in their decision-making.
Our wider risk management solutions provide members of the defense, diplomatic, development, oil & gas and
infrastructure sectors operating in potentially high-risk and complex environments with a comprehensive range of
risk analysis, intelligence, crisis response, and training services. These services are designed to provide clients
with the proactive capability to remain aware in potentially hostile environments and identify risks while
strengthening their reactive capacity in emergency situations.
Our current regular reporting geographies include: Nigeria, Mali, Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan and Yemen on a daily,
weekly, fortnightly, and monthly basis.
Through our constant monitoring and predictive threat analysis our Information Services team help you plan for,
manage, and respond to risks.
For more information on our .Xplored reports or for information about our special-to-task reports tailored to
individual client requirements, please contact us: or contact our regional representative iraq.ram@garda.com
(Mobile: +964 7823 783 972)
For more information on how our services can support your business in Iraq contact:
Daniel Matthews, Senior Director Iraq daniel.matthews@garda.com

GARDAWORLD
A global leader in comprehensive security and risk management
GardaWorld International Protective Services is the international security division of GardaWorld Security
Corporation, the world's largest privately owned security company with over 62,000 global staff.
We support clients in emerging, complex and high-risk markets around the world with static security, security
consulting, risk analysis and reporting, crisis management and business continuity, mobile security, close
protection, training and kidnap for ransom and extortion response solutions.
We work across multiple business sectors to provide protection and security for clients in the extractives,
aerospace and defense, critical infrastructure, government and diplomatic and development sectors to secure
employees, assets, and reputation so clients can focus solely on running daily operations and growing their
business.
Discover more about the markets we serve and to learn how our international security solutions can help you
contact us today: gwinfo@garda.com
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