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Title of Individual Consultant:    National Feasibility Study Expert  

Assignment:                                   Develop three feasibility studies for the project 
“Climate Action for Human Security in Iraq’s Al Hawizeh 
Marshlands” 

Duration of assignment:              2 months 

 Duty station:                                 Home based with travel to sites of the proposed 
facilities  

Start Date:                                       1 April 2022 

Language Required:                       Arabic& English
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BACKGROUND 

UNDP Iraq seeks to implement a 3-year “Climate Action for Human Security in Iraqi 
Marshlands” project, jointly with the Iraqi Ministry of Environment (MoEn) and the local 
government in Misan. The project strategy is a direct response to the current levels of 
severe environmental degradation in the Al Hawizeh marshes, amidst returning IDPs. The 
projected changes in marsh and upstream climate regimes may well reverse the pattern of 
return of IDPs to the marshes and induce a second wave of displacement over time due to 
the deterioration of marshland biodiversity and the ecosystem services on which the 
livelihoods of returning IDPs depend. This project is considered a pilot project within the 
Regional umbrella project (SDG Climate Facility project: Climate Action for Human Security) 
Funded by SIDA includes regional Arab-wide as well as national-level activities. UNDP will 
work in close coordination with the MoEn and with Misan Governor’s office, both of which 
will designate official focal points who will provide management support to UNDP for the 
implementation of project activities.  

The Al Hawizeh Marshes are located in the Misan governorate in southeast Iraq just east of 
the Tigris River. Together with the adjacent Central and Al Hammar marshes within the Thi 
Qar and Basra governorates, respectively, they are at the southern tip of large alluvial plain 
fed by the flows of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers and their distributaries. The three marsh 
areas consist of a set of interconnected, shallow, freshwater lakes, marshes and seasonally 
inundated large, flat floodplains. 

Based on consultations with the government, local communities, and civil society 
stakeholders on climate risks in the marshlands and priority activities to reduce 
displacement pressure, the overall objective of the project is to enhance climate security 
among returning IDPs to the Al Hawizeh marshes.  

Objectives 
The objective of the consultancy is to support UNDP in the development of feasibility 
studies for selected sites that will be used as ecotourism sites, solar energy powered water 
purification systems and wastewater treatment. 

Key Tasks and Responsibilities  
The National Feasibility Study Expert will act as a national expert with the following 
responsibilities: 
1. Data collection and preliminary analysis 
The Consultant should focus on an un-served need, a market where the demand is greater 
than the supply, and whether the product or service has a distinct advantage. Then 
Consultant need to determine if the hurdles are too high to clear (i.e. too expensive, unable 
to effectively market, etc.). Visits to the proposed sites is mandatory.  A transparent village 
selection process was conducted using multi-criteria assessment of the ten indicators of the 
2019 Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) using expert judgement and available gender-
disaggregated data, thereby targeting those communities most vulnerable to future 
displacement. The technical feasibility of the technologies to satisfy drinking water 
requirements and water quality of the effluent from constructed wetlands will be 
determined by addressing site selection, willingness to pay (WTP), appropriate system 
sizing, water purification/treatment quality, suitable local vendors, associated cost-sharing 
arrangements in the mid- to long-term between government and local communities/
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