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Public and Private Universities and Academic Institutions in the 
Kurdistan Region 

The following list presents all public universities, private universities, and private 
institutes officially supervised and licensed by the Ministry of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research (MOHESR) during the reporting period. The institutions 
are grouped by sector to reflect the organisational structure of the higher 
education system in the Kurdistan Region. 
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Public University Staff by Academic Title and Degree Status 
(1991–2024) 
 
This section presents the distribution of academic staff in public universities by 
academic title and degree status across selected reference years between 1991–
1992 and 2023–2024. The data illustrate long-term changes in the composition of 
academic ranks, highlighting the expansion of senior and mid-level academic 
staff alongside developments in qualification profiles within the public higher 
education sector. 
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Private University and Institute Staff by Academic Title (2024) 
 
This section summarises the distribution of academic staff by title across private 
universities and institutes in the Kurdistan Region for the 2024 academic year. 
The data provide an overview of staffing composition within the private higher 
education sector, distinguishing between professorial, teaching, and non-titled 
academic roles. 
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Scientific Publications in Local and International Academic 
Journals 
 
This section presents the number of scientific publications produced by public 
universities and academic institutions in local and international journals. The data 
provide an overview of research output across institutions, reflecting variations 
in publication volume within the higher education sector in the Kurdistan Region. 
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Higher Education Admissions by Degree Type (Selected 
Programs) 
 
This section outlines student admissions to selected higher education 
programmes by degree type across two reference academic years. The data 
highlight changes in enrolment levels for higher diploma, postgraduate, and 
professional programmes within the Kurdistan Region’s higher education system. 
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Total Number of Certificate Equivalencies (2020–2024) 

This section presents the total number of academic certificate equivalencies 
issued between 2020 and 2024, disaggregated by field of study. The data provide 
an overview of qualification recognition across major disciplinary areas within 
the higher education system. 
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Scientific Agreements and Collaborations with International 
Universities and Institutions 

Universities and academic institutions have expanded their international 
academic cooperation through formal agreements and collaborative arrangements 
with universities and research centres in various countries. During the reporting 
period, these efforts resulted in the signing of 367 scientific agreements, covering 
areas such as student and staff exchange, academic collaboration, and 
scholarship-related activities. 
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Opening of Colleges in Public and Private Universities 

This table presents the number of colleges opened in public and private 
universities in the Kurdistan Region during the reporting period. It shows that a 
total of 43 colleges were established, including 14 colleges in public universities 
and 29 colleges in private universities. 

 

 

Opening, Suspension, and Closure of Scientific Departments by 
Universities 

This section presents the number of scientific departments opened, suspended, 
and closed in public and private universities during the reporting period. The data 
are disaggregated by sector and provide an overview of changes in departmental 
status across higher education institutions in the Kurdistan Region. 

 

Note: Over the past five years, several new departments have been established, including 
Aeronautical Engineering, Computer Science and Information Technology Engineering, 
Marketing, Design, Oil Industry, Mechanics and Energy, Artificial Intelligence, Medicinal 
Plant Production, Cybersecurity Engineering, Chemical Analysis, and others. 
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Provision of Study Seats in Kurdistan Region Public Universities 

This section presents the annual allocation of study seats in public universities in 
the Kurdistan Region, comparing the admission plan with actual student 
enrolment across successive academic years. The data illustrate trends in seat 
availability, uptake, and unfilled capacity within the public higher education 
system. 

 

Note: 

1- Each year, public universities in the Kurdistan Region allocate a designated number 
of study seats to applicants from the Kurdistani Areas Outside the Region. These 
applicants are admitted to bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degree programmes in 
accordance with the same admission criteria applied to students from within the 
Kurdistan Region. 

 



 

11 
 

Public Funding for Higher Education and Student Financial 
Assistance 

Despite economic and financial challenges, the Kurdistan Regional Government 
has invested more than IQD 3 trillion over the past five years to strengthen the 
higher education sector, support scientific research, and maintain tuition-free 
study at public universities. In addition, direct financial assistance (Darmalla) is 
provided to students to further support their educational participation. 

Providing Financial Aid to Students (Darmalla) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

12 
 

Number and Annual Cost of Boarding Sections by Universities 
 
This section presents the number of student boarding facilities and 
their annual operating costs across public universities in the Kurdistan 
Region. The data provide an overview of accommodation capacity 
and associated expenditure by institution during the reporting period. 
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Tuition Fee Waivers and Reductions 
• Students enrolled in parallel and evening programmes receive a 45 per cent 

annual tuition fee waiver, generating total student benefits amounting to 
approximately IQD 70 billion. 

• Tuition fees in private universities and colleges were reduced annually by 
10–20 per cent during the Ninth Cabinet. 

• A 100 per cent tuition fee waiver is granted to students enrolled in parallel 
and evening programmes who are relatives of Peshmerga personnel 
disabled in the line of duty. 

• Students from the same family enrolled in parallel and evening 
programmes are eligible for a 50 per cent tuition fee waiver. 

• Full tuition fee waivers are provided to: 

o students sentenced by the Social Reform Directorates of the Ministry 
of Labour and Social Affairs who are enrolled in public and private 
universities, 

o the top three graduates from each university admitted to 
postgraduate programmes, 

o first-, second-, and third-ranking students, including students with 
special needs and orphans, admitted to master’s and doctoral 
programmes in public universities during the 2023–2024 academic 
year. 

o children of martyrs and Anfal victims, as well as for political 
prisoners and detainees, or for one of their children, in private 
universities. 

• Students from the Kurdistani Areas Outside the Region are exempt from 
tuition fees for higher diploma, master’s, and doctoral programmes in the 
2023–2024 academic year. 



 

14 
 

• Tuition waivers and financial assistance are available to low-income and 
financially disadvantaged students without discrimination, in accordance 
with the criteria set by MoHESR. 

• Private universities and institutes also provide tuition fee waivers and 
reductions to disadvantaged students at varying rates. 

 

Employment and Graduate Support Measures: 

• The top three graduates from each academic year were recruited as follows: 

o 2015–2016: 1,300 graduates 

o 2016–2017: 1,542 graduates 

• Financial contracts were concluded for 4,104 lecturers in public 
universities and colleges across the Kurdistan Region. 

• During the Ninth Cabinet, USD 2.5 million was allocated to support 252 
graduates and training candidates. 

 
Support for Vulnerable and Special Groups: 

• Scholarships and tuition fee waivers were provided to Syrian refugees, 
including: 

o dedicated study seats for refugee students, 

o tuition fee waivers for children of Syrian refugees. 

• Special higher education seats were allocated for blind students and those 
with special needs, with a 100 per cent tuition fee waiver for higher 
diploma, master’s, and doctoral programmes outside the approved 
admission plan, subject to passing the scientific ability test. 

• Permanent staff and teachers from Kirkuk governorate borders and the 
Kurdistani Areas Outside the Region are eligible for tuition fee waivers for 



 

15 
 

postgraduate programmes during the 2023–2024 academic year, provided 
admission requirements are met. 

• One child of political prisoners is granted a full (100 per cent) tuition fee 
waiver. 

Electronification of Administrative and Academic Affairs within 
the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research 

As part of its digital transformation agenda, MoHESR has implemented a range 
of electronic systems to modernise administrative processes, enhance 
transparency, and improve the management of academic affairs across 
universities and institutes in the Kurdistan Region.  

These systems include: 

 Zankoline System: The official centralised online admission platform used 
to manage applications to public universities and institutes for 12th-grade 
preparatory graduates. 

 Document Management System: An electronic system for the registration, 
circulation, and archiving of official correspondence and documents. 

 Human Resources Management System (HR System): A digital platform 
for managing staff records, employment data, and personnel-related 
processes. 

 Accounting System: An electronic financial management system supporting 
budgeting, expenditure tracking, and financial reporting. 

 Language Centre System: A system dedicated to the administration and 
coordination of language centres within universities and institutes. 

 Equalisation System: An electronic system for the recognition and 
equivalency assessment of academic qualifications obtained outside the 
Kurdistan Region. 

 Scholarship Management System: A digital platform for administering 
scholarships, fellowships, and related financial support programmes. 

 Capacity Building System (HCED System): A system designed to support 
higher education capacity development initiatives, including training and 
professional development programmes. 

 Electronic Education Management System for Kurdistan Region 
Universities (Zanko System): A comprehensive academic management 
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platform supporting student records, course administration, and institutional 
data management. 

 Student Transfer and Withdrawal System: An electronic system 
facilitating student transfer and withdrawal procedures within public 
universities. 

 

 

Link: Report text (Word file) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Za7eM7rHVNxcCD0bwjtTSVTcuz7J_p5l?usp=sharing
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